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  Karen Yasik 
 

 

Happy New Year!  I truly hope that this year will bring 

much peace and joy to all of you.  As I write this, they are 

still sifting through rubble in Kentucky, looking for 

survivors.  I can’t even imagine spending this last week 

before Christmas looking for bodies instead of for gifts 

I’ve forgotten.  Maybe that’s the reminder; the people in 

my life ARE the gifts I sometimes forget.  So to my family, 

who I love so dearly, and who always step up when I 

need them; my mom, 90 years old and the source of my 

strong faith; my sister Sue, who will bring us all together 

to share our Christmas meal, and her two children, 

Christine (your first grade catechist for15 years in 2022!) 

and Will, who helps with pool furniture and tree work, 

and whatever we ask; sister Cindy, who brought us 

together to celebrate mom’s 90th for Thanksgiving and 

who not only feeds us til we could fall over but who also 

decorates our house outside for Christmas with two of 

her children (and does a million other little things); 

Johnny, her oldest, who with Alyssa brought me 3 

incredible great-nephews, Liam, Gavin and Oliver, who 

bring me so much joy my heart could burst and who 

helps whenever we need him; Jackie, who just moved 

back from route 40 and who keeps her “Gmom” 

beautiful; Tommy, our gentle giant who is best known for 

saying “sure” whenever you ask him to do anything; 

Caitlyn, who calls and visits her gmom every day, and 

does her toenails (talk about an act of love!); my brother 

John and Loretta, who made the desserts for mom’s 

birthday and brought the cake everyone is STILL talking 

about; Anna, who sends her gmom cards regularly; Elena, 

who is in the National Guard and makes us proud as she 

serves our country; and Sly, the youngest – and he and 

Anna and Elena all taught PREP at one point!  I love you 

all and am grateful for the gift of YOU!  Here’s to 

counting the blessings in 2022!  Karen Yasik 

January Calendar 
January 1st – Feast of Mary, Mother of God 

 
January 2nd – Epiphany (The Coming of the 

Three Kings) (traditional date Jan.6th)- be sure 
to bless your house!*** (other blessings are 

linked too!) 
 

January 4th – Feast of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
January 5th – Feast of St. John Neumann 

 
January 9th – Baptism of the Lord – Christmas 

break ends, classes all grade levels AND 
Confirmation Parent Meeting* 

 
January 16th – no classes, MLK weekend 

 
January 21st – Feast of St. Agnes 

 
January 22nd – Reconciliation Retreat** 

 
January 23rd  – regular classes 

 
January 24th – Feast of Francis de Sales 

 
January 30th – regular classes 

 
*CONFIRMATION MEETING FOR 

PARENTS OF CURRENT 8TH GRADERS 
11:30am – 12:30pm 

CHURCH HALL 

Requirements, class information and general 
information about the sacrament will be 

discussed at this gathering – please plan to 
attend! 

**RECONCILIATION RETREAT 

Saturday January 22nd 

9-10:40AM 

CHURCH HALL 

For all second graders preparing for the 

sacrament – one parent must attend with 

their child!  

 



 

DID YOU KNOW? 

INTERESTING THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT OUR FAITH 

Taken from various newsletters, sometimes abridged!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

of the most revered apparitions in all history.  The 

basilica built in her honor in Mexico City is the most 

visited Catholic shrine in the world, and the world’s 

third-most visited.  One of the things in the shrine is her 

mantle, the cloak with stars she wears.  The stars appear 

on her mantle in the exact astrological arrangement as 

the heavens on the date she appeared – December 12th, 

1531 – when the image appeared on the tilma of Juan 

Deigo.  And they are arranged in the order of someone 

looking down at them – God – not us, looking up! 

While no stars appear around her head, if we overlay a 

(reversed) star map on the image, we find that the 

Corona Borealis—the Northern Crown—lays perfectly 

upon her brow. The book of Revelation says: “…a 

woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her 

feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.”  Over 

Mary’s breast is the constellation Virgo—the Virgin.  And 

Leo the Lion is over her womb, where she carries Jesus,  

named in the Old Testament as  the Lion of Judah. 

R.I.P. ANNE RICE 

You’re probably saying, why are we hearing about Anne 

Rice, who wrote Interview with a Vampire, in the 

context of my faith? 

What you probably don’t know is that Anne was a 

Catholic, one who actually had ties to our area!  She 

didn’t grow up here – she lived in New Orleans, with a 

strong Catholic upbringing – and she actually walked 

away from her faith for a while.  In 1998, she had a 

powerful religious conversion, during which time she 

became good friends with a local priest.  He worked 

with her to help her on her first Christological novel, 

Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt, a story about the life of 

Christ as a child.  Some of you may remember him – it 

was Father Joseph Cocucci, who was an associate here 

at SMM from 1998 to 2001!  When her second novel 

about Christ, Christ the Lord, the Road to Cana, began 

to cater more to the novel and less to history and Bible, 

they had some creative differences and did not remain 

as close – but she continued her search for Christ.  

While she again walked away from the Catholic Church, 

she was never able to give up on Christ.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 

is an apparition of the Blessed 

Mother.  She appeared to Juan 

Diego, a peasant on his way to visit 

his uncle, in 1531 on Tepeyac Hill 

outside of Mexico City.  She spoke in 

his native Aztec language, and is one 

 

SAINTS THIS MONTH 

I particularly mentioned a few because they too have 

ties to our area!  One of the most wonderful retreats of 

my life was in Emmitsburg, MD, where St. Elizabeth Ann 

Seton started what became the parochial school 

system.  She was the first person born in what became 

the U.S. (she was born in 1774, before we left England) 

to be canonized.   

St. John Neumann was the Bishop of Philadelphia in 

1852, and founded the first diocesan Catholic school 

system.  As Wilmington was part of that archdiocese 

initially, he dedicated St. Mary’s at 6th and Pine Streets, 

which was built in 1858! 

St. Francis de Sales is the patron saint of our diocese! 

Wilmington is one of two provinces of the Oblates who 

follow his rule in America (the other is in Toledo, OH.) 

And finally – St. Agnes is my patron saint! 

I had to give her a shout out because I chose her for my 

Confirmation saint (my grandmother’s name.) 

THREE KINGS BLESSING*** 

The Catholic Church has an Epiphany blessing where we 

call on the three Magi (Kings) to intercede for us.  You 

need Holy Water and chalk. 

 The spiritual leader of the house (usually the father) 

writes the following above the front door: 

20 + C + M + B + 22 

“20” is the first two numbers of the year, “22” the last 

two numbers, and the letters stand for both  

Caspar, Melchoir and Balthasar (the Magi) and   

Christius Mansionem Benedicat 

which means “May Christ Bless this House.” 

Click for these blessings: 

Nativity Blessing    Christmas Tree Blessing 

Three Kings Blessing 

 

Blessing-of-a-Nativity-Set.pdf
Blessing-the-Christmas-Tree.pdf
The%20%20Three%20Kings%20Epiphany%20Blessing.docx

