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part of what we as Catholics believe in, and we celebrate 

them twice in a short time period!  September 29th is the 

Feast of the Archangels – Michael, Gabriel and Raphael.  

They are the only three angels mentioned in canonical 

writings (the canon is the list of the books of the Bible as 

we know it) but in Jewish scriptures as many as seven 

archangels are listed, with the most well-known being 

Uriel.  He is mentioned in the book of Enoch as one of the 

four angels guarding God’s throne.   

October 2nd, however, is the feast that inspires this 

picture; the Feast of the Guardian Angels.  We all believe 

that at our birth, an angel is assigned to us.  Oddly 

enough, this is not considered an “article of faith” 

(something that is to be believed and not doubted) but 

St. Jerome, who wrote one of the first Bible 

Commentaries, said  “how great the dignity of the soul, 

since each one has from his birth an angel commissioned 

to guard it”. (Comm. in Matt., xviii, lib. II).   So this is a 

belief that has a lot of basis in history, as well as in 

scripture!  St. Thomas Aquinas, who wrote a very famous 

book that summarized the theology of the Church 

(Summa Theologiae) was called the “Angelic Doctor” 

because he studied angels and was a Doctor of the 

Church (remember, a Doctor of the Church is someone 

whose writings were considered true, important to the 

Church as a whole, and timeless – just as important today 

as when they were written).  He said that all angels have 

their own “office” – a special role or job, and he defined 

9 different groups or “choirs” of angels.  So when you 

hear the priest saying we are joining with all the choirs of 

angels to sing the Holy Holy, that’s what he’s talking 

about!  You can see more about them on the next page!  

Have a great month! 

    Karen Yasik 

October Calendar 
 

September 29th – Feast of the Archangels, 
Michael, Gabriel, Raphael 

October 1st – Feast of St. Therese, Doctor of the 
Church 

October 2 – class back in the building – Respect 
Life Sunday but also the Feast of the Guardian 

Angels 
October 4th – Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 

October 5th – Feast of St. Faustina 
 

October 9th – NO CLASSES HOLIDAY 
 

October 13th – Confirmation rehearsal 6:30PM in 
the CHURCH HALL 

 
October 15th – Confirmation for 9th graders 

Pray for them! 
 

October 18th – Feast of St. Luke 
October 22nd – Feast of St. John Paul II, Pope 

October 23rd – World Mission Sunday 
 

October 31st – All Hallow’s Evening (the night 
before All Saints Day – Hallowed means Holy! 

 

The parish app gives you easy access to info on classes, 

sacraments, the worship aid for mass and more!  Go to 

https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html

 

DON’T FORGET YOUR FORM A COPIES!!! 

 

Recognize  

this picture? 
At one point in time, almost 

every Catholic child’s 

bedroom had this picture of 

two children being watched 

over by their guardian angel 

hanging in it!  Angels are a  

LOOKING AHEAD SACRAMENTS 

ALL 8TH GRADE PARENTS – CONFIRMATION 2023 

Sunday, November 6th, 11:30 in the CHURCH 

HALL – meeting for about 45 minutes 

ALL 2ND GRADE PARENTS –  

FIRST RECONCILIATION/COMMUNION MEETING 

Wednesday November 16th CHURCH HALL 

9:30AM, repeated at 7PM 

35-45 minutes 

https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html
https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html
https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html
https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html


 

DID YOU KNOW? 

INTERESTING THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT OUR FAITH 

Taken from various newsletters, sometimes abridged!   

 

 

 

 

 

     

In Summa Theologiae, St. Thomas Aquinas tells us that 

our knowledge of angels is imperfect – but that if we 

knew the offices (jobs) of the angels perfect, then we 

would know that each angel had a specific assignment.  

He even said their order was much more perfect than 

that of the stars! 

There are nine choirs (offices) of angels.  First are the 

seraphim, the angels that were seen by the prophet 

Isaiah.  They stand before God, praising Him always.  

They have six wings, and the name means “fiery ones.” 

Second are the cherubim, the ones described in the 

Book of Ezekiel.  There are four of them holding up the 

throne of God.  They are compound figures with four 

different faces, usually ox, lion, man and eagle, and each 

has four wings.  The third choir are Thrones; they are 

circles covered with eyes, and are living symbols of 

God’s justice and authority.  They are humility, peace, 

and submission, and the lower choirs need them to have 

access to God.  Fourth are Dominions, who are the 

angels of leadership.  They regulate the duties of the 

lower angels.  Virtues are spirits of motion and control 

the elements, like the weather!  They are also in charge 

of miracles, and provide courage, grace and valor.  The 

sixth choir are Powers; they are warrior angels who 

protect the order of the universe and fight evil spirits. 

Choir seven are Principalities; they guide and protect 

nations, but they are actually considered hostile to 

people because of sin.  Choir eight are the archangels, 

three of which appear in the bible; Michael (the one 

who battles Satan); Gabriel, the messenger who appears 

first in the book of Daniel and later to Mary and others; 

and finally Raphael, who appears in the book of Tobit 

and describes himself as one of the seven who stand 

before God’s throne.  Finally are just plain angels, who 

protect people, carry their prayers to God and 

accompany them to God’s presence when they die. 
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Recently, a miracle took place in Naples.  It’s a regular 

one that happens about three times a year, in the 

Cathedral of Naples where they have a reliquary 

containing the blood of the martyr and patron saint of 

the town, Januarius.  Three times a year, one particular 

days, the relic is brought out, and these words are 

spoken – “Il miracolo e’ fatto” which means, “The 

miracle has happened!”  What is the miracle?  First, 

little is known about Januarius; he ws the Bishop of a 

nearby town, Benevento, and was martyred for the 

faith during the reign of the emperor Diocletian.  His 

blood, preserved in glass phials in a silver reliquary – is  

usually coagulated and solid, as you would expect from 

blood from the 4th century!  But three times a year – on 

commemoration of the day his relic was transferred to 

Naples; his feast day, September 19th; and December 

16th, the anniversary of the day his intercession saved 

the people of Naples from the implosion of Mount 

Vesuvius in 1631 – the blood changes. On each 

occasion, a bust with fragments of his skull is place near 

the reliquary, and as the people pray, the blood 

becomes liquid and foaming.  It doesn’t always happen; 

sometimes it stays solid, and they take this as 

foreshadowing of bad to come.  But this year it did! 

 A friend also told me a story recently about a 

modern-day miracle.  A jogger saw an ambulance, and 

stopped to pray for whoever was inside.  A week later 

as he was jogging by, a woman called to him and said 

he saved her life.  He said he didn’t know her and she 

said, I’m the one who was in the ambulance…I am going 

to ask you all to pray for one.  My sister, who is 

uninsured and self-employed, recently suffered what 

the doctor believes is a mini-stroke.  She wants her to 

go for more testing to be sure that it is not statin-

induced myopathy.  She lives paycheck to paycheck, so 

this is devastating for her and her family.  Please keep 

Sue in your prayers! 
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