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I think we all have different ways to fill in that blank!  
We all start the summer (or the school year) with the 

INTENTION to do things – and they never happen.  
Sometimes life just gets in the way!  I had planned this 
spring to dig a new garden along the fence in our pool 
area and plant things like milkweed (poison to lantern 
flies), citronella and other plants to keep bugs away – 

but then my mom sprained her Achilles tendon and that 
has pretty much been my summer! 

For most of our kids, the last two years have changed 
their expectations too.  Parties, sporting events, proms, 

graduations canceled due to COVID – all these things 
have changed their expectations.  They’ve been denied 
many things that we took for granted, things that gave 
us closure.  Instead of joyful anticipation, they’ve come 
to expect disappointment.  They don’t want to get too 

excited because the rug might be pulled out from under 
them at the last minute.   So how can we as adults help 
fight this?  One way is by being consistent.  Give them 

the stability they’ve been missing. 
This lack of stability has led to rising anxiety.  The US 
Surgeon General has declared teen mental health a 

national crisis.  Our children need tools to cope, and our 
faith can help provide them.  The examen – a daily 
prayer activity where we look at our day, first with 

gratitude, then things that we did, what we could have 
done better/differently, and then with expectation of 

tomorrow.  As part of the process is paying attention to 
your emotions, it helps us to honor our emotions 

instead of stuffing them away.  We need to get back in 
the habit of joyful, not fearful, anticipation!  We want 
them to feel normal again in a world that doesn’t feel 

normal – so let’s use our faith to give them some of the 
stability they so dearly need! 

Maybe as they go back to school, it’s time to start a 
regular evening family prayer time – a time to examine 

the day, or a time to look at prayer intentions.  Maybe a 
friend is in need of prayers, or maybe YOU are!  Your 
children need to know you need prayers too!  When I 

started teaching back in 1988, I had the children sit in a 
circle.  We turned out the lights and lit one candle in the 

center for them to focus.   Then we went around the 
circle for prayers.  You might be surprised by what you 

hear!  Karen Yasik 

September Calendar 
 

September 1st – world day of prayer for care of 
creation 

September 8th – the Nativity of Mary 
 

September 11th – ALL CLASSES BEGIN and 
Grandparent’s day – pray for victims of 9/11 

 
September 18th – Catechetical Sunday, a day 

when we honor our catechists for the time they 
spend sharing their faith 

 
September 23rd – Feast of Padre Pio 

 
September 29th – Feast of the Archangels, 

Michael, Gabriel, Raphael 
 
 

 

PREP Registration 2022-23 

is open! 

Just go HERE and enter your child(ren)’s 

information – and don’t forget the 

diocesan form A, which has to be printed 

separately (all children can go on one 

form).  We’ll be starting September 11th so 

if you haven’t signed up already it’s time! 

 

 

 

Good grief summer is 

almost over and I 

haven’t done…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The parish app gives you easy access to info on classes, 

sacraments, the worship aid for mass and more!  Go to 

https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html

 
SEND THEM TO SCHOOL WITH PRAYER – FOR EASY 

AND QUICK IDEAS SEE THE ARTICLE HERE! 

DON’T FORGET YOUR FORM A COPIES!!! 

https://smmchurch.org/prep-tuition
https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html
https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html
https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html
https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html
https://teachingcatholickids.com/send-your-kids-to-school-with-a-prayer/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_email=Omeda&utm_campaign=NL-Teaching+Catholic+Kids&utm_term=1249H0844812G3F&oly_enc_id=1249H0844812G3F


 

DID YOU KNOW? 

INTERESTING THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT OUR FAITH 

Taken from various newsletters, sometimes abridged!   

 

 

 

 

 

     

A priest friend recently told me he had given a homily on 

the dangers of the occult.  I thought he was getting a 

little extreme until I opened a newsletter and saw an 

article about a celebrity tattoo artist who had “thrown 

out her books on witchcraft.”  In reading the article, she 

made it clear she had been dabbling for some time in 

witchcraft, tarot cards, etc. and that she realized how 

these things were affecting her family.  She also shared 

that she was even “blacking out” some of her tattoos as 

symbols of a dark time in her life that she wanted to put 

behind her.  She didn’t want to invite those things into 

her family life. 

This made me think a lot about what I told my nieces 

and nephews when they were growing up and listening 

to music in my car.  I told them they could listen to 

classical or show tunes I selected, or to Christian rock, 

but that was it.  I had listened to some of the music they 

wanted, and it was filled with violence, cursing, and 

degrading and abusing women.  I told them that their 

grandfather told us that during WWII, prisoners were 

brainwashed by forcing them to listen to propaganda 

over and over and over.  After a while, they just believed 

it.  I felt the music they listened to had the same effect, 

inuring them to bad language and violent acts towards 

others.  While they weren’t happy about it, over time 

they came to appreciate The Phantom of the Opera, 

Godspell and a variety of Christian music! While I can’t 

control the music they listen to now, I hope they will 

think of those days when they have their own little ones, 

and realize why I did it.  Beyonce’, one of the most 

popular singers out there, just released a new album, 

and if you think I’m being overly cautious look up the 

lyrics to the opening song, “I’m That Girl” – the first two 

stanzas are almost entirely the same foul word, spoken 

over and over.  And then decide if that’s what you want 

your children to grow up hearing and repeating! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Death, judgment, heaven and hell. 

These are the “four last things” in our existence.  The 

first two we all experience; the last two are the possible 

outcomes.  Mystics have contemplated them, Doctors 

of the Church have written about them, and they are 

something we all should keep in mind.  A popular 

funeral reading from the Book of Wisdom says, “The 

souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no torment 

shall touch them.” (3:1) Those who live in a state of 

grace, who think about the consequences of their 

actions, should feel no fear at the thought of these 

things.  Most of us, though, do fear them! 

We don’t want to judge others because we don’t want 

to be judged.  It’s a scary thought that someone is going 

to look at all of our actions throughout our life and 

decide how we did! And it’s not like a test you can 

prepare for; we don’t know the day or the time or the 

place when our death will occur.  So we need to 

ALWAYS keep in mind where we want to end up! 

Many people today don’t believe in heaven and hell; at 

least, if they believe, they think we’re all going to 

heaven.  Scripture, however, says otherwise; Jesus 

himself says that the sheep will be separated from the 

goats (Matt.25:31-46).  He goes on to say why; that the 

“sheep” gave the hungry something to eat, the thirsty 

something to drink, clothes to wear, a place to sleep, 

while the “goats” did not.  And both the sheep and the 

goats say they don’t remember ever seeing Jesus, 

because they SURELY would have taken care of him – 

but that’s when he tells them that whatever they did 

for anyone else, they did for him.  AND when he tells 

the goats, “depart into the eternal fire prepared for the 

devil and his angels” (25:41)  So if you want to be the 

Greatest Of All Time,  
BE A SHEEP!    

 What are the 
Four Last 
Things? 

 
 

Running from the 

Wicked Witch 

And those flying monkeys  


