
Religious Education PREP Newsletter 
Issue: December 2022  St. Mary Magdalen Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   E 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent, that time of waiting and preparing our minds and 

hearts for the coming of Jesus, actually begins November 

27th this year – but the month of December is filled with 

church feasts, including the Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception, the patron saint of our country!  In fact, 

there are so many important feasts in this time frame, I 

didn’t even have room for all of them in the calendar!  

The nice thing about these feasts is that you can 

celebrate some of them with your children!  First there’s 

Advent  - a time when you can make that Advent wreath 

together, take turns reading the prayer, lighting the 

candle before dinner – and I’ll have books of family 

meditations you can use at the church on Thanksgiving!  

On December 6th, St. Nicholas day, you can have the 

children leave their shoes outside the door for a sweet 

treat when they get up in the morning – or an orange if 

you’re trying to limit the candy!  St. Juan Diego is the 

saint who saw Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico; he is 

also the first indigenous Catholic saint of the Americas.  

When his bishop asked for proof that he had seen Our 

Lady, she told Juan to fill his cloak with the flowers from 

the top of the mountain – something that ordinarily 

wouldn’t bloom at that time outside, roses!  On the Feast 

of Our Lady of Guadalupe, we celebrate the apparition of 

Mary that he saw, which was miraculously imprinted on 

his cloak and can still be seen today.  Not bad for almost 

500 years later! 

There are also feasts you wouldn’t celebrate with them – 

like St. Stephen, the first martyr, December 26th, or the 

feast of the Holy Innocents.  That feast is for the children 

under the age of 2 slaughtered by Herod’s men in his 

attempt to kill someone he considered a rival king – not 

realizing that Jesus was a spiritual, not territorial King.  

December 30th, though, is the Feast of the Holy Family, so 

maybe doing something together as a family that day, 

like going to Longwood, would be fun!  Whatever you do, 

know that I am praying for all of you to have a blessed 

and wonderful Christmas!. Karen Yasik 

Bambinelli Coffee and Donuts 

December 11th at the 8:30 Mass, Father Kirk will bless 

all the Bambinelli (the baby Jesus from your nativity 

set) at Mass, and afterwards you are invited down to 

the hall for coffee and donuts.  The event runs until 

10:30, but we ask that if you go the children are no 

later than 9:45 for class!                               
 

December Calendar 
November 27th – 1st Sunday of Advent – NO 

CLASSES THIS WEEKEND, YOU CAN GET YOUR 
ADVENT WREATH MATERIALS FROM 9-11 

December 4th – 2nd Sunday of Advent 
December 6th – Feast of St. Nicholas 

 
December 8th – Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception – HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 

 
December 9th – Feast of St. Juan Diego 

 
December 11th – 3rd Sunday of Advent 

Bambinelli Blessing at Mass see block above 
December 12th – Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 
December 18th – 4th Sunday of Advent and 
PREP CHRISTMAS PROGRAM in the GYM at 

10:25! 
 

December 25th and January 1st – Christmas and 
the Solemnity of Mary – NO CLASSES THOSE 

DATES 
 

If I don’t say “no classes” it means we have class 
all the other Sundays! 

 

SMM's Advent Wreath Making Kits will be grab and 

go again this year!  Order today through the link 

below and pick up your Advent Wreath supply bag on 

Sunday, Nov. 27th from 9-11am on the rectory lawn. 

https://smmchurch.org/advent-wreath  

 

A MONTH  

OF  

FEASTING 

https://smmchurch.org/advent-wreath


 

DID YOU KNOW? 

INTERESTING THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT OUR FAITH 

Taken from various newsletters, sometimes abridged!   

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas presents, snow, time off from school – what’s 
not to love about Christmas for a child?  But as 

Catholics, we know that’s not the real “reason for the 
season” – so how do we get our kids to see that in the 

midst of all the rest? 
First – take advantage of the liturgical colors.  Red and 

green may say Christmas in the secular world, but in the 
Church they’re martyrdom and ordinary time – so add in 
some gold and white to your Christmas décor!  Gold and 
white are the feast colors for the Church – and of course 

the weeks before are violet and rose for Advent! 
Second – read and watch stories about the true meaning 

of Christmas.  We all love Rudolph and Santa, but the 
power of the narrative can also be found in A Charlie 
Brown Christmas or one of my real old-time favorites, 
where Greer Garson narrates The Little Drummer Boy. 

 The characters are awkward compared to today’s 
animation, but it brings me to tears every time!  And for 
books, check out the list link HERE on Shower of Roses! 
Third – Sing – and listen! – to Christmas carols.  Not just 

Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer, but ones like 
Silent Night and Away in a Manger.  There are lots of 

great carols for children, and many of them were 
written to teach truths about our faith!  We try to use 
them in our Christmas plays, because the reality is, the 
kids don’t hear them and know them like they did 20 

years ago.  So help them!  Get a playlist going in the car 
on the way to soccer or volleyball or whatever! 

Fourth – give gifts, but try to remind them of the real 
gift – that God loved us so much he gave us the gift of 
his only Son.  Tell them the reason they get gifts is in 

honor of the gift God gave us! 
And finally – celebrate!  Celebrations mean more when 

they are marked by times of penance and quiet first – so 
live Advent at home with the wreath or Jesse tree, use 
an Advent calendar to mark the days, and then party!  

My parents, God bless them, used to wait to put up our 
tree until Christmas Eve (they used live trees, had them 

in the back yard and yet I never remembered seeing 
them until they were up!) and while I know it was a pain 
in the neck, it certainly marked them change in season 

for us! Go to Mass; take them up to see the nativity.  
And let your Christmas really be Christ-Mass! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This weekend at Mass, your child will receive a 

Christingle!  A Christingle is an Advent tradition that 

began in the Moravian church.  An orange, which 

represents the world; a candle, standing tall and 

straight in the dark like the love of God; a red ribbon to 

go around the world as a symbol of the blood Christ 

shed for us; four sticks pointing in 4 directions to 

represent both the seasons and the north, south, east 

and west; and gumdrops to represent the “fruits” of 

the earth.  A reminder of the “Christingle” (little Christ 

child) who will be coming! 

Also this weekend, we’ll have the Advent wreath – and 

remember that your family can sign up to light the 

candles at Mass HERE.   In the block at the bottom of 

the previous page, you can sign up to pick up all you 

need to make your Advent wreath at home too, and 

there are books of Advent reflections (some for families 

with coordinating placemats for kids) in the vestibules.  

This weekend the Angel gift tags will be out too so that 

we can show our children that Christmas is also about 

serving others who are in need.   

 

 

Ways to Celebrate a 
Catholic Christmas - 

even with a  
toddler! 

The parish app gives you easy access to info on classes, 

sacraments, the worship aid for mass and more!  Go to 

https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html

 

 

 

What the 
Heck is a 

Christingle? 

And other Advent 
traditions 

 

ADVENT 

STARTS 

THIS  

SUNDAY! 

PREPARE! 

https://www.showerofrosesblog.com/2014/11/feasts-seasons-advent-christmas.html
https://www.mercyhome.org/blog/sunday-mass/advent-wreath/#:~:text=The%20four%20candles%20represent%20the,which%20is%20purple%2C%20symbolizes%20hope.
https://www.whychristmas.com/customs/jesse-trees
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d49a8ae2fabfcc07-advent2
https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html
https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html
https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html
https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html

