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When I was young, our protesters weren’t protesting the 

things they are today.  The prevailing concern was the 

environment, and the thought that the ozone layer 

around the earth was gradually being eaten away and 

that we would at some point burn up because we 

weren’t protected from some of the sun’s rays.  

Combined with the concern about imminent nuclear war 

– something that didn’t go away til I was out of college – 

you often saw protesters carrying signs that said “The 

end is near”.  People were truly concerned that the end 

of the world was approaching, and quickly.  The 

doomsday clock, which was actually started in1947 after 

the atomic explosions in Japan, was something we all 

thought of regularly.   

While that mentality is still somewhat present, people 

protest other things today.  The idea that life as a whole 

could be ending has been put on the back burner.  The 

Church, though, emphasizes that thought in the readings 

this month.  As we approach the end of the church year, 

on the Feast of Christ the King on November 20th, we 

hear readings about repentance, about how “the day of 

the Lord is at hand.” (2Thes.2:2)  We’ve actually been 

hearing these readings for a few weeks now, a reminder 

that we need to always be ready because the end is near.  

To the early Christians, they really believed that Jesus 

would be coming back soon, and things would be made 

right; it took them a while to realize that God’s time and 

our time are not the same.   In many places, Jesus 

reminders us to ALWAYS be ready, because even he 

doesn’t know the day the Father has chosen.   

For me this year, this thought is particularly poignant. As 

some of you know, my sister Suzanne, 62 years old and 

the mother of Christine Shields, my niece and first grade 

teacher, passed away unexpectedly in early October.  My 

last remaining uncle passed a few days earlier, as did an 

old family friend, and on the 18th we remembered my 

dad, gone 31 years that day.  This year has been a real 

reminder to always be right with God because “the end” 

is always nearer than we think. Karen Yasik 

 

 

THE END IS 

NEAR 

                                 THANKSGIVING  

FOOD BASKETS 

                  Return by Nov. 13th  

and thank you !!!  
This year we are using a signup genius so you can 

sign up for what you are able to bring in!  Go 
HERE to sign up! 

 

 

November Calendar 
November 1 – ALL SAINTS’ DAY – HOLY DAY OF 

OBLIGATION 
November 2nd – All Soul’s Day 

 
November 6th – the time changes, “FALL” BACK 

AN HOUR AND  
gathering for all 8th graders and their parents in 

the CHURCH HALL 11:30 – 12:15 – 
CONFIRMATION PREP 

And Memorial Vespers 3PM 
 

November 16th – St. Margaret of Scotland AND 
2nd grade sacramental gathering for all parents of 

children receiving the sacraments of First 
Reconciliation and First Communion this year 

 
November 20th – Feast of Christ the King and the 

last Sunday of the Church year 
November 22nd, St. Cecilia, patron saint of music 

 
NOVEMBER 27TH – NO CLASSES, THANKSGIVING 

WEEKEND –  
If I don’t say “no classes” it means we have class 

all the other Sundays! 
NOVEMBER 27TH IS THE 1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

SMM's Advent Wreath Making Kits will be grab and 

go again this year!  Order today through the link 

below and pick up your Advent Wreath supply bag on 

Sunday, Nov. 27th from 9-11am on the rectory lawn. 

https://smmchurch.org/advent-wreath  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D49A8AE2FABFCC07-prep
https://smmchurch.org/advent-wreath


 

DID YOU KNOW? 

INTERESTING THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT OUR FAITH 

Taken from various newsletters, sometimes abridged!   

 

 

 

 

 

As anyone with children knows, this is a big weekend 

for them!  Halloween has come to be one of the most 

popular holidays in the United States today, rivalling 

even Christmas. 

There are a lot of reasons for this, but for kids, their 

first thought is usually CANDY!  Even with allergies and 

cavities, kids still rake in the goodies.  Gone are the 

days of homemade treats for the most part; people are 

too afraid of ingredients and germs.  They just had a 

blurb on the news about the most popular candy in the 

tri-state area, and for Delaware the number one candy 

was Sour Patch Kids!  Coming in second was Skittles, 

and Life Savers in third – not a chocolate in the bunch!  

Having a mother who one Christmas ate thirteen 

pounds of chocolates by herself, this is unbelievable! 

Besides the candy, though, children like to dress up, 

and often their costumes give us a hint as to what they 

want to be.  Are they superheroes?  Maybe they need 

to feel more powerful.  Are they princesses?  Maybe 

they need to feel like they are pretty. 

Wouldn’t it be nice if we could get them all to dress up 

like saints?  Considering that the next day is All Saints’ 

Day, a day when we celebrate the saints, it would 

certainly be appropriate – and who would be more 

powerful than St. Michael, or more beautiful than the 

Blessed Mother?  We just finished this year’s 

Confirmation, and our 7th grade is doing a saints project 

to prepare them to choose a saint’s name for that 

sacrament.  Check out patron saints HERE; you might 

find one that really speaks to your child’s interests.  

You might be surprised by your little saint! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While many of you are probably  

thinking of the newest in the series 

of Halloween movies (which I admit 

I found very frightening when they came out in 1978) 

what’s really scary is a movie that came out in 1973 – 

The Exorcist.  The majority of you are too young to 

remember when this first hit, but I was a freshman in 

high school and it was the most frightening thing I had 

ever seen, in large part because it was real.  While the 

special effects today are very clunky and nowhere 

near today’s quality, this was based on a true story of 

demonic possession here in the United States!  While 

the movie used a girl as the possessed individual, in 

real life it was a boy named Roland who grew up in 

Cottage City, MD, where the first exorcisms of him 

took place.   

In the Catholic church, exorcism is a prayer the Church 

uses against the power of the devil.  It is considered a 

sacramental, preparing one for the grace of the 

sacraments.  When a person needs protection against 

the devil or to be withdrawn from his clutches, the 

Church uses exorcism to publicly and authoritatively in 

the name of Jesus ask for that protection or liberation.  

This is borne out in scripture where Jesus himself casts 

out demons, and later in Acts (16:16-18.)  Minor 

exorcisms can be performed by any priest, but major 

exorcisms require either a bishop or a priest 

specifically trained in the rite.  For more see HERE – if 

you really want to be scared! 

The parish app gives you easy access to info on classes, 

sacraments, the worship aid for mass and more!  Go to 

https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html

 

ALL 8TH GRADE PARENTS – CONFIRMATION 2023 

Sunday, November 6th, 11:30 in the CHURCH HALL 

– meeting for about 45 minutes 

ALL 2ND GRADE PARENTS –  

FIRST RECONCILIATION/COMMUNION MEETING 

Wednesday November 16th CHURCH HALL 

9:00AM, repeated at 7PM 

 

 

SAINTS 

ALIVE! 

 

IF YOU WANT 

SOMETHING 

REALLY SCARY 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/patron.php
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/sacramentals-blessings/exorcism
https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html
https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html
https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html
https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html

