
IMPORTANT DATES FOR
FIRST RECONCILIATION 2023

First Reconciliation Retreat
January 21, 2023  9-10:40AM

Completed reconciliation books to be returned for review no later than:
Monday, January 8th, 2023

Celebration of First Reconciliation
February 25, 2023 at 10:30AM:

ALL students, those attending St. Mary Magdalen
School, Ursuline Academy, and the Religious Instruction

Classes will be given information needed

Children will go individually to the priest for Reconciliation. This is a
PERSONAL sacrament. Please take any photos from a distance!

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Mark your calendars for a series of two (2) First Communion
Parent Gatherings on Wednesday, February 15, 2023 and March 29, 2023.   All

gatherings are held at 9AM and repeated at 7PM.

ACT OF CONTRITION

My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart!

In choosing to do wrong and failing to do good, I
have sinned against You, whom I should love

Above all things!

I firmly intend, with Your help, to do penance, To sin no
more, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin.

Our Savior, Jesus Christ, suffered and died for us.
In His name, my God, have mercy!



STANDING STILL

Children Will Listen

There are horrible images on the television these days: shootings, riots, and even videos of evil
people doing horrible, violent things to other people. Parents plead for the release of their children
and, instead, those same children are forced into the desert and executed.

People are not born wanting to do that.

I cannot imagine anyone, as an infant or toddler, desiring on his or her own to hurt another, to
cause pain, or to intentionally inflict harm. Even a pre-teen or a teenager doesn’t wake up one day
and suddenly – without cause or influence – decide to be evil.

No, people are not born wanting to do that.

We, the grown ups, teach the children. We teach patience or intolerance, kindness or how to be
a bully. We teach compassion or indifference, integrity or deceit. We teach decency or
impropriety, acceptance or disapproval.

What will we teach this week?

Will we, as the song asks, “Cry the Gospel with our lives”?

Will we, as the saint challenges, conduct ourselves “in a way worthy of the gospel of Christ”?

Or will we teach them that “I” comes before “you” and that life itself is disposable?

As I think about the week ahead, I remember a conversation I had with my dad. He asked how
the children were and I joked that they never listen.

“They don’t listen,” he chided. “They watch.”

What they see this week is up to me. I pray they see how to be good, to be kind, to be righteous, to
be holy. I hope they see how to pray and give thanks.

But in the end, it’s up to me.

Because children are not born knowing how to do that, either.

(Written by Patrick Donovan, CYM Office, in his weekly newsletter 9/22/14)



Here's some great advice to make going to church more meaningful for
your little ones!

Going to Mass can be a little daunting for parents, especially for those with young
children. After all, in a sacred setting where people come for quiet reflection and prayer,
kids’ less-than-perfect behavior can seem magnified.

But it’s important to remember that when God welcomes us into His house He,
too, is a parent, and an experienced one at that! He’s happier to see moms and dads
and their sometimes noisy gang in the pews, rather than for them to stay away.

However, if you need some reassurance, or ways to make Mass as meaningful as it can
be when you have kids in tow, see below for a few ideas.

Smile - If you were to visit a grandparent, you'd greet them with a smile. So if you're
heading into Mass, even if you're a little late (we all know how hard it is to get out the
door), enter with that same enthusiasm and joy.

Head to the front - If there are pews available near the front of the church, find a seat
there so the children can see and hear what's going on.

Prepare in advance - A little preparation works wonders in these cases. For slightly
older kids, you can encourage them to look out for key points in the Mass. You can also
make symbols on a piece of paper and get them to cross it off the list when that part of
the Mass has occurred.

Give quiet prompts - You can accompany your child by quietly explaining the different
parts of the service. When it makes more sense they'll be more intrigued by what is
going on.

Get vocal - Join in the hymns and the prayers. Children have a habit of copying their
parents, so get them involved and they'll appreciate this as a bonding experience with
God and their parents.

Don't be embarrassed if you have to leave - Very few parents have managed to stay
and sit during an entire Mass throughout their childrens' lives. Persevere! Remember
that this is just a short chapter in your life, and before you know it you'll be going to
church with your grandkids.

Bring appropriate supplies for Mass-It's tempting to bring in your kids' favorite toys
and snacks to get them through the hour without annoying everybody, but be thoughtful
about what you bring. There are many Catholic goodies available online that won't

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/why-your-kids-should-go-to-mass-with-you/
https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/why-your-kids-should-go-to-mass-with-you/


disturb others.

Share any concerns - Going to church with children is hard, but if you have a child
with special needs it can feel impossible. Remember that your parish is a home. We are
all part of God's family and we need to support one another. Let others know if you need
help or have specific requirements, and be aware of others who may need the same.

Most importantly, don't stress! - If you go to Mass feeling stressed, your kids will pick
up on this. They'll relate church and the liturgy with anxiety, instead of joy and peace.
Help your children understand that you're going to the most important place you have
been all week.

And to fellow parishioners ... -Please remember what a joy it is to see families at
church. These youngsters are finding their way in life and beginning a relationship with
their Heavenly Father. Now more than ever, we need to encourage our perfectly
imperfect kids and their families.


