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When my sister passed in October, we spent time going 

through all the old family albums, looking for photos to 

share, and reliving memories.  Many of them revolved 

around holidays, especially Christmas! 

My Dad grew up in a home with very tall ceilings, so he 

was used to 15’ treets at Christmas time.  However, I 

grew up in Fairfax – so our ceiling was considerably 

shorter!  As a result, our tree never looked like the 

picture above – because he would buy a 15’ tree and 

then cut the top off so it would fit in the house!  Ours 

were like giant Christmas shrubs filling the corner of the 

living room! 

We were always told that Santa brought the tree, so it 

never went up until after we went to bed on Christmas 

eve.  My Dad would bring the tree inside and put the 

lights on while Mom got us all to bed, and then they 

would decorate together.  This worked well until the 

year I was 8, when we had a huge snowfall the week 

before Christmas, burying the tree!  (Don’t ask me why 

we never remembered seeing the trees waiting to be 

brought in from the back yard – somehow we missed 

them!)  Anyway, Dad brought the tree in and by the 

time Mom came down he had every towel in the house 

on the floor around it, soaking up the melting snow.  

Mom was not so merry… 

Another tradition my Dad’s family had was spraying the 

tree with artificial snow – not so great for the 

ornaments but it always looked beautiful.  As each of us 

reached a certain age, we were invited to come down 

and help decorate the tree (and put together toys – 

another ugly story).  The year my sister Sue came down 

she was so excited by the snow that she sprayed half 

the wall next to the tree as well!   

This Christmas, I hope that you are blessed with many 

warm and wonderful memories – and that you 

remember to make a few of your own.   

Pay attention to the calendar – we only have 2 classes in 

January!  Have a blessed holiday!  Karen Yasik 

January Calendar 

January 1st – Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
NO CLASSES THIS WEEKEND 

January 2nd – parish office closed 

January 4th – feast of Elizabeth Ann Seton 

January 5th – Feast of St. John Neumann 
 

January 8th – Feast of the Epiphany –  
WE HAVE CLASS THIS WEEKEND and FSGC lessons 

grades 2,3,6,7,8 (see block below) plus First 
Reconciliation workbooks due!!! 

 
January 9th – Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 

 
January 15th – NO CLASSES MARTIN LUTHER KING 

WEEKEND 
 

January 21st – Feast of St. Agnes (my patron 
saint!) AND Reconciliation Retreat for all second 

graders and a parent 
January 22nd - WE HAVE CLASS THIS WEEKEND 

 
January 24th – Feast of St. Francis de Sales, patron 

saint of our diocese 
January 27th, Feast of St. Angela Merici, founder 

of the Ursulines 
 

January 29th – the school has open house,  
NO CLASSES THIS WEEKEND – but I have a virtual 
meeting for all Confirmation sponsors from 1-2, 

info to be sent! 
 

Looking ahead – February 5th Confirmation 
classes begin for all 8th graders 

 
 
 

 FOR THE SAKE OF GOD’S CHILDREN LESSONS 

These lessons are required by the Diocese for all 

students grades K-8.  The curriculum is an extension 

of the program taught in most Delaware public and 

private schools by Prevent Child Abuse Delaware.  

They partnered with the Diocese to add our faith into 

a child’s understanding of why they are special and 

how no one should be permitted to harm them.  For 

the full curriculum and parent intro letter, click HERE 

 

CHRISTMAS  
MEMORIES 

The Good, the Bad and the 
Ugly 

https://www.cdow.org/religious-education/keeping-our-promises-curriculum-religious-education-programs/


 

DID YOU KNOW? 

INTERESTING THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT OUR FAITH 

Taken from various newsletters, sometimes abridged!   

 

 

 

 

 

                      

Seeing the stories on the news lately about some of the 

huge lake effect snows reminded me of the story of 

Bishop Frederic Baraga! 

In the midst of winter, in upstate Michigan, the Bishop 

could be seen trudging through thick snows, carrying a 

bundle on his back with medicines, linens, and the 

Viaticum – the Eucharist for those who were dying.  

Wearing snowshoes, with no means of transportation, 

he spent 15 years walking as many as 250 miles to visit 

someone dying or in need of the Eucharist.  He tried to 

always bring gifts to the families as well. 

The Bishop was born in present day Slovenia, and had 

lost both his parents by the time he turned fifteen.  

After studying law, he graduated and joined the 

seminary, and was ordained two years later in 1823.  He 

was sent to the U.S. as a missionary after 7 years in his 

homeland, and spent many years working with the 

Germans and Native Americans, particularly the 

Chippewa nation.  In 1853 he was appointed the first 

Bishop in Upper Michigan, and he ministered to the 

people there until his death in 1868. 

There are many stories in the news today about how 

people of faith abused native peoples, but there are also 

many un-celebrated stories of those like Bishop Baraga, 

who did everything they could to help their people and 

bring them closer to Christ.  And isn’t that something we 

should all be doing? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              Most of us have seen the picture of 

Our    Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of 

the Americas – but how many of you know how 

miraculous that apparition continues to be?  You may 

already know of the symbolism hidden throughout the 

picture of Our Lady that appeared on Juan Diego’s tilma 

(if not, here is an article on it) but you may not know 

that even after 500 years, the tilma shows no signs of 

decay.  Now, today, we know that different materials 

take different amount of time to decompose.  Cotton 

shirts in a llnadfill take 6 months, wool a year, but 

synthetic fabrics – things that are man-made, like lycra 

and polyester – can take up to 500 years.  Juan Diego’s 

tilma, made 500 years ago, long before man-made 

fabrics was likely made of a cactus-fiber.  Cloths similar 

to the tilma placed in the salty and humid environment 

around the tilma generally last about 10 years – and for 

the first 116 years, the tilma was in an open exhibit 

without any kind of protection from the environment, 

exposed to candles, etc.  There have been accidents 

with the tilma, one where a nitric acid solvent spilled on 

it – but it remains unharmed.  It even survived a 

bombing of the Basilica in 1921!  Some believe it is 

made from hemp, but even so, they have no 

explanation for the image itself, which was not painted 

on the surface of the material but rather goes through 

it.  Special attention was paid by scientists to her eyes; 

they magnified them 2500 times and found that they 

showed images of the Bishop who saw the tilma 

(Bishop Zumarraga) but also other bystanders.  The 

eyes also manifest a triple reflection known as the 

Samson-Purkinje effect, which wasn’t discovered until 

the 1800’s.  The image in her eye also completely 

follows the curvature of the cornea just as it does in a 

living eye.  But whether you believe or not, the Blessed 

Mother appears to all of us as a sign of God’s love for 

us, and his desire for all of us to be saved! 

 

Who was the 
“Snowshoe 

Priest?” 

    

 As Time Goes On, 
the miracle of 

Guadalupe continues                                              

Christmas Prayer for the Family 

Holy Family, we pray for our family so that, 

united in the faith of Jesus, we shall always 

remain faithful to his teachings, and that we 

should follow and uphold the way of life 

offered to us by the home in which our 

Savior grew up.  Amen! 

-from Sadlier Religion Group 

https://aleteia.org/2017/12/12/the-hidden-symbolism-of-our-lady-of-guadalupes-image/?utm_campaign=EM-EN-Newsletter-Daily-&utm_content=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_term=20221212

