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I don’t know about all of you, but I’ve been feeling 
“dead” for a while now.  The past two years have wiped 
me out!  I think the low-level undercurrent of anxiety 
that just won’t go away has a lot to do with feeling 
exhausted by everything in general.  Couple that with the 
news (from which I am currently “fasting”) and it is easy 
to get into depression. 
But that’s not what Easter is all about!  Easter is about 
the resurrected Christ; Holy Week rips us apart, but 
Easter builds us up again.  It’s spring, it’s new life, it’s 
hope.  It’s about not giving in to the blues, because you 
know the end of Lent is near.  To paraphrase Game of 
Thrones, “Easter is coming.”   
One of my dearest friends lives in New York City.  Both of 
us have discussed many times how we can barely drag 
ourselves through Holy Week.  She identifies very 
strongly with Dismas, feeling unworthy of Christ’s 
sacrifice for her yet open to his mercy.  As we go through 
that week, we are always humbled by Christ’s pain and 
his willingness to offer that up for us.  In some ways it is 
like the week before the anniversary of my father’s 
death; inevitably everyone in my family is cranky that 
week as we struggle with the memory.  We know what’s 
coming.  And so it is the same with Holy Week for my 
friend; she knows what’s coming, and has a really hard 
time dealing with it.  She gets stuck there, though.  We 
need to remember that, without Christ’s sacrifice, there 
would be no Easter – but there is!  We need to 
acknowledge the Passion, but keep sight of the 
Resurrection.  Not so easy in today’s world.  It’s easy to 
get stuck in the negative!  So my prayer for all of you this 
Easter is that you will be able to move past the pain, 
move past the troubles, and as my father always said to 
us, “Remember, this too shall pass.”  Karen Yasik 

April Calendar 
 
April 3rd - All PREP and Confirmation classes 
 LAST CLASS FOR THIS YEAR  
April 10th – Palm Sundy of the Passion of the  

Lord – make a palm cross to remind you  
of the day with this VIDEO 

April 11th – a day of Reconciliation – priests will  
hear confessions from 3-8PM in most 
churches 

April 14th – Holy Thursday – the beginning of  
the Triduum, a 3-day long celebration  
with the Mass of the Lord’s Supper at  
7PM 

April 15th – Good Friday – Walk to Easter (for  
children – see the registration for more 
information here ) from 9-11AM; Good 
Friday services at 3PM in the church 

April 16th – Diocesan Pilgrimage – see blue  
block  below for more info* and 
Easter Vigil services at 8PM 

April 17th – Easter Sunday Masses at 8:30 and  
10:30 and EASTER EGG HUNT for 

children after the 10:30 Mass, register 
HERE 

April 23-24 - First Communions at all masses* –  
the Feast of Divine Mercy 

April 30-May 1 – First Communions all Masses 
May 7-8 - First Communions at all masses – and  

Mother’s Day weekend – roses sold 
after masses for Birthright 

May 14-15 - First Communions at all masses  
ONLINE REGISTRATION FOR NEXT YEAR WILL 

BEGIN WHEN CLASSES END! 
 

*Holy Saturday Pilgrimage Returns! 

Started by Bishop Malooly, Bishop Koenig is 

continuing the Diocese of Wilmington 

Pilgrimage on Holy Saturday.  After a two-year 

COVID hiatus, the diocese is happy to once again 

give our Catholic youth a day to reflect and 

rejoice in the their faith with music, prayer and 

fellowship.  Watch this VIDEO and follow the 

instructions for more information  

about a day you can enjoy as a family! 

 “             Why do you seek 

              the living one     

             among the dead?   

Luke 24:5             
 

The parish app gives you easy access to info on classes, 
sacraments, the worship aid for mass and more!  Go to 
https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html

 

https://youtu.be/IBQk41VWkx8
https://smmchurch.org/walk-to-easter
https://smmchurch.org/easter-egg-hunt
https://youtu.be/jod8QaRA3V0
https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html
https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html
https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html
https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html


 

DID YOU KNOW? 

INTERESTING THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT OUR FAITH 

Taken from various newsletters, sometimes abridged!   
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Even though Dismas is a thief, he has repented of his 

crimes.  To the very end, Jesus is trying to show us that 

God ALWAYS forgives us if we are truly sorry and turn 

away from sin.  So for those of us who fall continually 

and need to be reminded of God’s great mercy, Dismas 

is a great example!  He’s also the patron saint of those 

condemned to death. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In her visions, Jesus specifically asked her to found this 

feast on the first Sunday after Easter.  She wrote 

about her vision, and the first Mass for Divine Mercy 

Sunday was celebrated on March 23, 1937 (remember, 

since Easter “moves” each year, this feast moves too!  

Faustina was canonized (officially joining the list of 

saints) by Pope John Paul II on April 30, 2000, who 

made Divine Mercy an official feast of the Church. 

In Faustina’s earliest visions, she saw Christ, and asked 

him for whom she should be praying.  He told her he 

would let her know the next evening, and that night 

her Guardian Angel took her to a “misty place full of 

fire in which there was a great crowd of suffering 

souls.”  They were all praying very hard, but she was 

told those prayers could not get them out of there; 

only those still living could come to their aid.  Their 

greatest torment was their longing for God.  The souls 

who were in Purgatory, however, could pray for 

others, so Christ’s mercy was revealed.  When asked 

why they had to be in Purgatory, it was made clear to 

her that God’s mercy wanted all souls to come to him, 

but that justice demanded otherwise.  Faustina spent 

most of her short life praying for the souls there. 

Each year, starting on Good Friday and ending on 

Divine Mercy Sunday, many people say the Novena of 

Divine Mercy.  Each day for 9 days, a specific prayer 

bringing souls to Christ is said, followed by the Chaplet 

of Divine Mercy.  The Chaplet is also a stand-alone 

prayer that can be said daily, usually at the “hour of 

Divine Mercy,” when Jesus died on Good Friday at 

3PM.  You can find a link to both the Novena and to 

the Chaplet HERE. 

 

 

 

 DON’T KNOW WHO 
SAINT DISMAS IS? 

Saint Dismas is the penitent 
thief – the one who asked 

Jesus to remember him.  In 
the Gospel story, one thief 
makes fun of Jesus, saying, 
“Aren’t you the Messiah?  

Save yourself and us!”  
Dismas, however, basically 
tells that thief to be quiet; 
that they are getting what 

they deserved, but that 
Jesus was innocent.  He asks 

Jesus to remember him 
when he gets to heaven, 

and Jesus tells Dismas that 
he will join Jesus in heaven. 

Are you surprised?  You 
shouldn’t be! 

 

 
 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday 

April 24, 2022 

This feast was recorded in the 

diary of St. Faustina Kowalska, a 

Polish nun who received visions 

of Jesus. 

 

                             

 

 

 

consecrate the country of Russia to her Immaculate 

Heart.  Pope John Paul II did that in 1984, and one of 

the children still living said it honored her request – but 

with current circumstances, Pope Francis has decided 

to consecrate both the Ukraine and Russia to her on 

Friday, March 25th  at noon our time.  All of our Bishops 

are joining him, and we can join too by saying the 

rosary!  Join the 25-day rosary challenge here and get 

emails to remind you! 

 

The Consecration of Russia 
To 

Our Lady of Fatima 
When the Blessed Mother appeared at 

Fatima to the three children, one of 
her requests was that the Pope 

https://www.praymorenovenas.com/how-to-pray-the-divine-mercy-chaplet
https://www.rosary.com/daily-rosary-challenge/?trk_msg=6FQJHTVFE9RKLDR0F3HA4048UC&trk_contact=8M7AA9Q3IVUT6LUHKD1VH4CB80&trk_sid=UNA3KF4F0NBB0138QBVGI3I9T4&trk_link=UQF1H9R1TB9KVCDH8JR0FCRI58&utm_source=Listrak&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=https%3a%2f%2fwww.rosary.com%2fdaily-rosary-challenge%2f&utm_campaign=20220322dailyrosarychallengepromo&utm_content=20220322dailyrosarychallengepromo

