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Dear Parents,  

Boy, am I happy January is almost over!  I think we must 

celebrate St. Valentine in February because we need to 

be reminded of how much we love each other!  You all 

know I love my family, but sometimes close quarters 

combined with the general sadness we all feel when we 

pack Christmas away can make for some pretty tough 

days! 

I think that’s also one of the reasons the church 

celebrates Candlemas this month.  While it was 

celebrated as the end of the Christmas season, it’s also a 

feast of light when all the candles for the church year are 

blessed!  In some countries, parishioners process into 

church carrying lighted candles – so that blaze of light in 

the midst of this dark time reminds us of the light of 

Christ.  Isn’t that something we could use today?  As we 

see the news, and hear how crime is rising, COVID isn’t 

going away, inflation is rampant – couldn’t we all use a 

little light right now?  And maybe God is reminding us 

that sometimes, WE need to be that light.  Sometimes we 

are the only “light” another person may experience.  So 

this might be a good time to remind your family of 

another Catholic teaching, the corporal and spiritual 

works of mercy.  Is this the time to clean the closets out 

and give our “gently used” items to those who need 

them?  Is it time to write letters to those in nursing 

homes?  To volunteer as a family to make a meal at a 

shelter?  Maybe there’s someone in our neighborhood 

who could use help clearing their sidewalks when (not if!) 

it snows, or who might enjoy a plate of fresh-baked 

cookies.  Or maybe there’s just someone who looks all 

together on the outside, but is really hurting on the 

inside and who needs our prayers.  Don’t overdo; pick 

one thing you can do.  Even one Hail Mary is a start – and 

maybe when Lent comes it can become a decade of ten.  

Let’s make some light!  
Karen Yasik 

February Calendar 
February 2nd – Feast of the Presentation of the 

Lord 
February 3rd – Feast of St. Blaise 

 
February 6th  – regular in-building classes 

 
February 9th – First Communion parent 

gathering, see block below* 
 

February 11th – Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes 
 

February 13th – regular in-building classes 
February 14 – St. Valentine’s Day 

 
February 20th   – no classes, President’s 

weekend 
February 23rd – First Communion retreat 

volunteers gathering 9AM and repeated at 7PM 
 

February 26th – FIRST COMMUNION RETREAT 
ALL SECOND GRADERS 8:45-11:30AM** 

 
February 27th – regular in-building classes AND 
FIRST CONFIRMATION CLASS FOR CURRENT 8TH 

GRADERS***SEE NOTE!!! 

*FIRST COMMUNION GATHERING FOR 
PARENTS OF CURRENT 2ND GRADERS 

FEBRUARY 9TH  
9AM AND REPEATED AT 7PM 

CHURCH HALL 

Workbooks, banner materials and general 
information about the sacrament will be 

discussed at this gathering – please plan to 
attend! 

**FIRST COMMUNION RETREAT 

Saturday February 26th  

8:45-11:30AM 

CHURCH HALL 

For all second graders preparing for the 

sacrament –parents need not attend unless 

volunteering!  

 



 

DID YOU KNOW? 

INTERESTING THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT OUR FAITH 

Taken from various newsletters, sometimes abridged!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

the Church on February 2nd and was originally 

considered the end of the Christmas season!  Older 

people also remember this feast being celebrated with 

the Feast of the Purification of Mary.  Both of these 

events took place according to Jewish law 40 days after 

the birth of Jesus.  According to the law of Moses, any 

Jewish woman who gave birth was considered unclean.  

She could not go out in public, or near anywhere sacred 

(like the Temple.)  If she had a boy, she could go for 

purification after 40 days; for a girl, it was 80.  At the 

end of the time, she was to go to the Temple to be 

purified in a ritual bath called a mikvah.  The ritual 

required her to bring or buy a lamb and a turtle dove as 

sacrificial offerings.  The lamb was in thanksgiving for 

the successful birth; the turtledove as a sin offering.  If 

the family couldn’t afford a lamb, they could use two 

doves.  After the sacrifice and ritual bath she could 

return to normal Temple attendance.  If the child was a 

firstborn male, that child was to be brought to the 

Temple at the same time and dedicated to the Lord.  

The child would be blessed and then the family would 

offer 5 shekels to “buy” their child back from the 

Temple.  The Gospel of Luke tells us that both Simeon, a 

prophet, and Anna, an old prophetess, were present 

that day.  They had spent their lives waiting for the 

Messiah to be born, and the Holy Spirit had told Simeon 

he would not die until he had seen the Savior; he and 

Anna both acknowledged Jesus as their Savior and said 

that Mary’s heart would be pierced with sorrow at what 

would happen to her son.   

Mary’s purification ritual was actually part of the 

Catholic church prior to Vatican II.  Married women 

having a child were to present themselves to the Church 

4-6 weeks after the birth to thank God for a safe delivery 

and receive a blessing.  In some cases, this meant they 

missed their own child’s baptism! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

blessing, “May God deliver you from every disease of 

the throat and from every other illness.”  This is 

because St. Blaise removed a fishbone from the throat 

of a choking child and saved his life.  In our parish, they 

will bless throats at daily mass that day, but also at the 

masses that weekend! 

The next feast is on February 11th, and it was begun by 

St. John Paul II in 1992.  He chose the Feast of Our Lady 

of Lourdes because so many healings occurred there, 

and named it the World Day of the Sick.  He said it 

should be a special day of prayer and sharing, offering 

your suffering for the good of the Church and 

reminding everyone to see Christ in the faces of the sick 

and suffering around the world.   

The final feast is one you may not expect – St. 

Valentine’s Day!  According to some legends, St. 

Valentine was not only a bishop, he was a healer-

physician who healed the daughter of a Roman jailer.  

This led to the family converting to Christianity and 

Valentine’s eventual martyrdom.  He is actually 

considered a patron saint for those suffering from the 

plague and all who suffer from epilepsy, mental illness, 

and engaged couples.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS THE FEAST OF 

THE PRESENTION OF 

THE LORD? 

The Presentation of the 

Lord is celebrated by  

 

 

In February, the Church 

has three feasts that 

officially honor the sick 

and suffering in our 

parishes.  The first one 

occurs on February 3rd, 

the Feast of St. Blaise.  

Blaise.  The Church 

celebrates this day using 

a special set of candles 

made in to a cross, which 

they use at your throat.  

The priest says a special 

***EIGHTH GRADE PARENTS – PLEASE WATCH YOUR 

EMAILS THIS MONTH FOR INFORMATION ON YOUR 

CHILD’S CONFIRMATION CLASS.  FOR PREP STUDENTS, 

I AM GOING TO KEEP THE MORNING CLASS AT 9:30-

10:55 IN CASE OF SIBLINGS TO MAKE THINGS EASIER ! 


