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I got an email the other day from the publisher that 
provides our 8th grade and Confirmation class videos, 
Ascension Press.  If you ever need to know something, 
you can go online to their website, and they have a 
number of great videos on all sorts of timely topics.  In 
this email, however, they were talking about our faith 
and comparing it to baking!  I figured I had to read this 
one! 
They said that usually, when we talk about our faith, we 
list a lot of “things” – sacraments, saints, Mary, etc. – and 
our listeners’ eyes glaze over and they just don’t seem to 
“get it.”  Instead, they compared our faith to baking!  
When you bake, you need a lot of ingredients, like eggs, 
flour, sugar, baking soda, and more.  And while what you 
bake contains these ingredients, it is different from any 
one ingredient; it’s a new thing.  So you wouldn’t 
describe a cake by just talking about eggs, just like you 
can’t describe Catholicism by just talking about Mary, 
saints, sacraments, etc.  Our faith is more than just its 
parts, and the only way to truly take hold of our faith is to 
develop that sustaining relationship with God that arches 
over all the “ingredients.”  It’s why in second grade we 
talk a lot to the children about how Jesus is your best 
friend; we ask them if when they’re with that person, do 
they do all the talking?  Do they sometimes just listen to 
what their friend has to say?  Prayer is the same way.  
We develop that personal relationship by both spending 
time with Jesus in our prayers, and by listening to hear 
his voice.   
I’ll be at the shore at the beginning of the month listening 
to him in the waves.  Where will YOU find him?  In the 
quiet stillness of a forest in the mountains?  The sunlight 
glinting off a lake?  He is with us always – so before we go 
back to classes, find time to just BE with him.  It’s the 
best vacation ever!  Karen Yasik 

August –September Calendar 
AUGUST 1 – LATE FEE APPLIES TO PREP 

August 4th – Feast of St. John Vianney, patron 
of parish priests 

 
August 11th – Feast of St. Clare 

August 12th – Feast of ST. Jane de Chantal, 
friend of St. Francis de Sales 

 
August 15th – holy day of obligation – the Feast 

of the Assumption of the Blessed Mother 
August 28th – 9:30AM catechist meeting in the 

library 
August 27th – Feast of St. Monica 

 
September 1st – world day of prayer for care of 

creation 
September 8th – the Nativity of Mary 

 
September 11th – ALL CLASSES BEGIN and 

Grandparent’s day – pray for victims of 9/11 
 

September 18th – Catechetical Sunday 
 

September 23rd – Feast of Padre Pio 
 

September 29th – Feast of the Archangels, 
Michael, Gabriel, Raphael 

 
 

 

PREP Registration 2022-23 

is open! 

Just go HERE and enter your child(ren)’s 

information – and don’t forget the 

diocesan form A, which has to be printed 

separately (all children can go on one 

form).  We’ll be starting September 11th 

so register now and avoid the late fee 

(after August 1st $25 added)! 

The parish app gives you easy access to info on classes, 
sacraments, the worship aid for mass and more!  Go to 
https://www.parishsolutionsco.com/magdalende.html

 

 

 

 

What’s our 

Catholic 

recipe? 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

INTERESTING THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT OUR FAITH 

Taken from various newsletters, sometimes abridged!   

 

 

 

 

Those of us who are a little more - 

shall we say mature? – might remember the Ike and 

Tina Turner song by that name.   Hopefully we all 

remember hearing the word love in connection with 

God.  There’s God is love (1John 4:16) and God so loved 

the world (John 3:16) and of course that wedding 

favorite “Love is patient, love is kind…” (1Corinthians 

13:4-8) and many, many more.  Depending on the 

translation of the Bible that you use, love can be 

mentioned as many as 898 times! What we need to 

know, though, is that in Jesus’ time, there were four 

totally different words to express love, and each one 

meant something different. 

Eros – romantic or sexual love 

Storge – family love, like that of a parent for a child 

(there should be a line over the e, but not on a 

keyboard!) 

Phileo -  the love of friends or brothers (a line over the 

o – and think Philadelphia, the city of brotherly love) 

Agape – again, a line over the e – this is the highest 

form of love, love that sacrifices for the one who is 

loved, love that is unconditional. 

It is agape love, the last one, that is used most often in 

the Bible.  God loves us unconditionally, so much that 

sacrifices his own Son for us.  And that is the kind of 

love Paul calls us to in most of his writings.  We are 

called to love no matter what.   Paul even tells us that 

we can have lots of great things – all the knowledge in 

the world, be kind and give away all that we own,  and 

willingly suffer for someone – but if it isn’t done from a 

place of love, we have nothing.   

It’s hard to have that kind of love when people let you 

down, when things are tough.  But never forget –  

GOD HAS IT FOR YOU. 
If you don’t do anything else this summer, look through 

old movies and find Jonathan Livingston Seagull.  

There’s a great scene where Jonathan’s teacher is 

leaving, and his last words?  Keep working on love…  

 

     

 

 

 

 

 
Morning, noon, and night, a prayer rises from abbeys, 

convents, monasteries, rectories, hermitages and 

seminaries throughout the world.  It happens five times 

a day, sometimes more, at fixed hours. It is regular, 

rhythmical and cyclical, like the hands of a clock.   

What is the prayer that all these communities offer to 

God?  It is the Liturgy of the Hours, or Divine Office.  It 

has its origins in Jewish prayer customs and has been 

practiced since the earliest days of the Church.  It is the 

daily public prayer of the Church, and it sanctifies every 

moment of the day and night. 

The Liturgy has five “hours” or segments that are 

prayed at 5 times of the day; Office of Readings, 

Morning Prayer, Daytime Prayer (which can include one 

or more of Midmorning, Midday, and/or Midafternoon 

Prayer), Evening Prayer, and Night Prayer.  They’re 

usually made up of Psalms, hymns, canticles, readings 

from spiritual fathers, or from the Old and New 

Testaments. 

In the older form of the Liturgy, called the Divine Office, 

it was divided into 8 segments – Matins, Laud, Terce, 

Sext, None, Vespers and Compline.  Many religious 

communities follow those instead; before COVID, we 

took our 7th grade to visit the Poor Clares, whose 

monastery is in the city.  They are contemplative nuns 

and when they explained to the children how much of 

their day revolved around prayer you could see how 

surprised the children were!  Many of the adults who 

came along, however, also noted how incredibly 

peaceful the nuns looked, how they seemed 

perpetually happy.   

We hold Evening Prayer here for special events, like the 

Feast of St.Mary Magdalen, and Vespers during Advent.  

If you’ve never attended before, you might want to 

check out this ancient tradition of offering every time 

of the day to God! 

 

 

 

 Celebrating the 

Liturgy of the 

Hours  

What’s Love got 

to do with it? 

 


