
ST. MARY MAGDALEN PARISH
FIRST COMMUNION

BASIC REQUIREMENTS OF THE CHURCH

1. The child should reach the age when he or she begins to reason and to distinguish between right and
wrong.

2. The child should be able to understand the difference between ordinary bread and the Eucharist, the body
and blood of our Lord which unites us with Christ and one another in love.

3. The child should have a simple understanding of God, our loving Father, who has sent His Son, Jesus, to be
our brother and whose spirit lives in us to guide us.

TEXT

The text will be “Called to His Supper”, published by Our Sunday Visitor.  ALL WORKBOOKS ARE TO BE DONE
BY THE STUDENT WITH DIRECTION FROM THE PARENT.  If you have a question about an answer, the answer
guide is on the parish website at https://www.smmchurch.org/reconciliation-and-first-holy-communion - just
go down to the section for the February 15th gathering!

BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE & RESERVATIONS

Please bring a copy of your child’s baptismal certificate to the meeting on
February 15th if you have not already done so (if baptized at St. Mary Magdalen, no certificate is needed, but
please let us know if it was not done as an infant.) I have many of these already so check if you aren’t sure!

BOOK INTERVIEWS

The completed child’s book will be checked by Karen in the parish Religious Education Office. Completed
books should be returned to your child’s teacher one month prior to your selected First Communion date (I
marked their labels with the date of March 13th) or as soon as it is completed.  If your child attends St. Mary
Magdalen school, interviews will be conducted from 7:30-8AM daily.  If your child is a Religious Education
student, their interviews will be conducted during class time on Sunday – but that means you cannot wait
until the last Sunday before the sacrament to turn it in! I can’t read it, mark it, and do interviews at the same
time!  If your child attends Ursuline or St. Edmonds’s, we ask that you contact our office at 302-652-6800
extension 136 a month prior to receipt of the sacrament so that an interview can be arranged (book can be
brought to our office at that time).

https://www.smmchurch.org/reconciliation-and-first-holy-communion


BANNERS

At the second meeting, a banner kit will be provided to you.  Banners should be completed and turned in no
later than 2 weeks prior to your chosen date.  Banners will hang on the end of the pew to identify the family
pew.  While banner kits contain all necessary materials, you are welcome to add more personal items to them.

FIRST COMMUNION CELEBRATIONS AND REHEARSALS

Rehearsal will take place 30 minutes prior to the sacrament on your day, so please be on time!  Father likes to
meet all the children ahead of time, and then I walk through the process with them.
The children will process in and sit in the aisle seat in the same pew with their family (one pew to each family).
When it is time for Communion, the child will come forward to the sanctuary (I will be there to direct them).
Children will receive first and then go back to their seats.   After the First Communion children have received,
all others in the church who wish to receive will go forward.

Dress Code: White or off-white dress – GIRLS
Jacket and Tie - BOYS

Since we now have so many celebrations, we do not have a photographer at the masses.  Father asks that if
you do take photos you remain in your seat and try to be as unobtrusive as possible if you need to get up and
move.  Our photographer, Bud Keegan, will be available for 2 evenings of formal photos in the church; he
welcomes family to be in them as well.  I will get dates from him shortly and will send out a signup genius.

His contact information can be found on his website, www.budkeeganimages.com.  He will take pictures of all
of the children and put them on the website, and you order from there. It is up to you to order the
photograph and make any other arrangements with him for photos.  All will be available on his website, and
his work can be found at budkeeganimages.com.

http://www.budkeeganimages.com

