
St. Augustine Parish Council Minutes 

February 11, 2020 

 

Council Members Present: Fr. Mee, Deacon Allen Peterson, Terry Peterson, Sly Chatman, 

Greg Repetti, Danita Buss, Laura Lucas, Jeff Klein; Absent: Teresa Reuter 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. Fr. Mee led the council in prayer; November 

minutes were approved. 

PASTOR’S REPORT:  

Baptismal Font Consideration: Fr. Mee discussed that over the last year there have been four 

instances in which people have fallen into the baptismal font. This poses a safety risk for our 

parishioners/visitors and also a potential liability issue for the parish. Historically, the baptismal 

font was initially located in the south side of the vestibule outside of the current bathroom, at one 

point it was moved to the south transept of the sanctuary, before the current placement of the 

pool/pillar baptismal font in the entrance to the nave. Additional drawbacks to the current 

location are the obstruction of the natural flow of one’s attention to the Crucifix, tabernacle and 

altar as the central focus of the sanctuary. Several options were discussed including adding a 

railing around the pool, adding a cover to the pool, removal of the walls and leave the pool flush 

with the floor with some sort of grille or glass cover, or removal of the pool and leaving the pillar 

and redesigning the space. 

Greg Repetti proposed that an Ad Hoc committee be formed to meet with a liturgical designer 

and/or architect to develop a plan to present options to the parish council, which was the 

consensus of the group. Fr. Mee’s directives for the committee would that it be formed and 

conduct its business in short order to resolve this on-going hazard. After much discussion, the 

key considerations of the committee are: 1) Safety, 2) Liturgical use, 3) Aesthetics of the church, 

and 4) Budget. A few names were discussed that Fr. Mee would approach about joining the 

committee in the coming weeks.  

Lenten Schedule: Ash Wednesday services will be in two weeks. There will again be Stations of 

the Cross followed by soup on Fridays during Lent, and another Mass Practicum done by Fr. 

Mee and Fr. Connall (part 2 – Cathedral 2/27, part 3 – St. Augustine 3/23). Laura Lucas reported 

there were about 65 people at the first Mass Practicum with good feedback from attendees. Fr. 

Mee shared that he would be recording short 3-5 minute video messages released throughout 

Lent and Easter. Jeff Klein brought up the idea of a Lenten service project serving a meal at 

House of Charity and will follow up with further details.  

The meeting was adjourned with a prayer. The 3rd Tuesday in March is St. Patrick’s Day, so it 

was decided the next meeting will be Tuesday, March 24 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 


