
St. Augustine Parish Pastoral Council Minutes 
September 14, 2021 

 
Council Members Present: Msgr. Mee, Deacon Allen Peterson, Paul Stewart, Jeff Klein, Teresa 
Reuter, Carmen Piccolo and Debbie Battaglia; Absent: Laura Lucas, Terry Peterson and Greg 
Repetti. 
 
Meeting was called to order; Msgr. Mee led the council in prayer. May minutes were approved. 
 
PASTOR’S REPORT: 
 
Spring/Summer Project Update: All have been completed – roof repair, stained-glass window 
repair and restoration, baptistry area and marble font.  Contributions to the projects has reached 
$145,405. The parish also completed a few minor projects. These include some painting and 
replacing the lightbulbs in the church chandeliers. A programmable control for the lights was 
installed. This will allow for flexibility in where and how to light the sanctuary and nave of the 
church. All projects were completed while spending only $54 more than what was collected. 
Pastoral Council members generously offered to make up the difference! The projects went 
well. 
 
Other Projects: Tree Removal - Several pine trees and large root balls have been removed for a 
cost of approximately $5,000; Bell Tower Chimes – The control for the bell tower chimes needs 
to be replaced. This is in progress and should be completed soon. The cost for this project is 
approximately $5,000.  
 
Annual Catholic Appeal: The parish goal for this year is $79,874. This goal is based on 20% of 
regular income and 20% of previous year’s ACA rebate. The ACA supports the mission of the 
Church in eastern Washington. This includes priest education, the Diocesan Office of Education 
and our Catholic schools, diocesan personnel, parish support, adult and youth retreats, and 
much more.  
 
Cataldo Catholic School: The Board of Governors are the pastors of the three parishes that 
support Cataldo. Fr. Blazovich is the new pastor of Sacred Heart Parish, so he will now join 
Msgr. Mee (St. Augustine) and Fr. Ratuiste (Cathedral of Our Lady of Lourdes) on the board. St. 
Augustine Parish representatives for the School Advisory Council (SAC) are Alix Lee, Laura 
Lucas, John Pilcher, and Greg Shortell (chairman). Enrollment for the school this year is 370 
students. This includes 78 in Preschool. The school has nearly completed its roof project, which 
cost $150,000. The school welcomes several new teachers. The school will pray the Angelus at 
noon when the Angelus Bell from the church bell tower rings. The parish is providing prayer 
cards to the students and staff.  
 
Faith Formation Programs: Rite of Christian Education for Adults (RCIA) begins at the end of 
September. Msgr. Mee will lead the program. Religious Education for children began this past 
weekend. Classes will be held in the church to use the church building with its baptistry, 
stained-glass windows, statues, and sanctuary as a textbook. The 30-minute classes will be 
taught by teachers in the parish. During class, parents will gather in Pearson Hall for a coffee & 
donuts social and discuss the Question of the Day, which will also be posed to the children in 
the program. Parents will be engaged in what the children are learning. The students, teachers 
and parents were enthused after the first weekend. Sacramental Preparation will be integrated 
in the RE program and will begin in the Spring.  
 
 
 



 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Social: The Feast of St. Augustine Wine & Cheese was a success. The event was held outside in 
front of the church and included good wine, good food, and good fun. There were many new 
parishioners in attendance who were able to meet new people. The Women’s Lunch group will 
meet for a casual lunch Wednesday, September 22. They will bring their own lunch and will 
meet outside in the parking lot. Ideas were discussed how to further welcome new parishioners. 
The possibility of holding a Bratwurst BBQ in the parking lot was discussed.  
 
Eucharistic Ministers: A question was posed about the timing of the return of Eucharistic 
Ministers. At this time, the parish will not have Eucharistic Ministers distribute Holy 
Communion since the Precious Blood is not being distributed to the congregation. The 
celebrant, deacon, and acolyte is enough individuals to distribute Holy Communion.  
 


