
St. Augustine Parish Pastoral Council Minutes 
October 12, 2021 

 
Council Members Present: Msgr. Mee, Deacon Allen Peterson, Laura Lucas, Greg Repetti, Terry 
Peterson, Carmen Piccolo and Teresa Reuter. Absent: Debbie Battaglia, Jeff Klein and Paul 
Stewart. 
 
Meeting was called to order; Msgr. Mee led the council in prayer. September minutes were 
approved. 
 
PASTOR’S REPORT: 
 
Finances: Parish collections have been as anticipated. Historically, first quarter collections are 
down each year as compared to other quarters. The Annual Catholic Appeal is underway. The 
goal for the parish this year is $79,874. Parishioners have donated $37,010 thus far; this includes 
donations from about 45 parish households.  
 
Faith Formation: The Religious Education Program is going well. Seven volunteer teachers are 
leading the program, which takes place in the church. This allows the children to get to know 
the church better, its symbols, and the meaning behind them. The program is intended to be 
interactive. The Sacramental Preparation Program, which will prepare children to celebrate the 
sacraments of Reconciliation, Confirmation, and First Eucharist, will be emphasized in the 
spring. The Rite of Christian Initiation Program (RCIA) has begun. The Compendium of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church is being used. It offers an question and answer format that 
allows for nice discussion. 
 
Social: The parish is talking to the Calvary Baptist Church choir about possible dates for a 
concert followed by a casual social. The parish financially supports Calvary Baptist, which is the 
oldest Black Baptist church in Washington State. They dispense food and clothing to those in 
need.  
 
Cataldo: Laura Lucas, member of the Cataldo School Advisory Committee (SAC) reported on 
the school. Enrollment is steady at 370; the school is financially stable. The diocese is sponsoring 
Faith Fusion, which is a new program to help incorporate the Catholic faith into all academic 
subjects. The program is just in the beginning phases and Laura will report on its progress once 
it has been implemented. The school does not currently have a maintenance person. That this is 
the second year without someone in this role is concerning as the parish is ultimately 
responsible for the building. Deferred maintenance is an ongoing issue. Msgr. Mee mentioned 
that the school is in the process of cleaning up the extra storage containers on the premises. 
Msgr. Mee mentioned that the parish subsidy is in part in-kind use of the gymnasium, part to 
be held in reserve for maintenance and improvements, and part for general operations. The 
school is in the process of a major roof project. The school is having a school-wide cleanup of 
the grounds November 20.  
 
Ministries: Altar Servers – Rick Sparrow and Derek Phipps have been training new altar servers. 
They, along with Deacon Allen, are at Mass to assist the altar servers in their new role. Women’s 
Group – The group continues to grow. They are going to put together and deliver Thanksgiving 
baskets to homebound parishioners and others they feel would enjoy receiving a basket. 
Communion to the Homebound – The ministry is being expanded to include more people who will 
make home visits and more people to receive Holy Communion in their home.   
 
New Business: Sanctuary – An upcoming Summer Project will address the sanctuary, with its 
small space and challenging steps. The plan is to move the sanctuary back several feet, bring it 



down a few steps and square it up. This would make the space larger and easier to navigate for 
those people using the steps. Deacon Allen mentioned it is challenging to see where you are 
walking while in the sanctuary. This sentiment is shared by priests who celebrate Mass at St. 
Augustine and many Eucharistic Ministers have expressed concern over the years. The new 
sanctuary will be moved back and be more aligned with the stained-glass windows in the 
transepts to enhance the view for those in the transepts. It will incorporate what used to be the 
day chapel. Given that a few dozen people attend daily Mass, it’s clear the day chapel is not of 
adequate size to accommodate the number of people. Since Covid, people seem hesitant to be 
crowded into small. An architect will assist in the design.  
 
Deacon Allen closed the meeting with a prayer and the meeting was adjourned. The next 
meeting will be November 9, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. in Pearson Hall.  
 
 
 


