
St Augustine Parish Pastoral Council Minutes 
October 4, 2020 

 
Council Members Present:  Msgr. Mee, Deacon Allen Peterson, Terry Peterson, Laura Lucas, Jeff Klein, 
Teresa Reuter; Absent: Greg Repetti 

Meeting was called to order at 6:00p.m.  Msgr. Mee led the council in opening prayer; This was the first 
meeting since February due to COVID-19, February minutes were approved. 

PASTOR’S REPORT: 

Baptismal Font consideration:  Msgr. Mee presented architectural drawings done by GARCO 
construction representing 2 options for the restructuring of the baptismal font and the outcome of the 
baptismal font sub-committee were discussed.  The first option is to narrow the baptismal pool to make 
it less obtrusive into the walkway and add a railing around it;  the 2nd option discussed was to keep only 
the baptismal pillar and replace the pool with a tile in-lay in the floor. Benefits of the 2nd option were to 
alleviate the risk of people falling into the pool altogether and to open up the area for gathering 
together after Mass and at baptisms.  The sub-committee preferred the pillar only option in a vote of 3 
to 1. The council voted with a result of 4 voting for pillar only and 1 for a modification to narrow the 
pool. Further considerations in the process will be to balance the look of the baptismal crown with the 
new design. 

Annual Catholic Appeal: The official kick-off of the appeal was 2 weeks ago. The goal for St Augustine 
was increased from $85K in 2019 to $91K for 2020.  Part of the reason for this increase is to cover 
expenses of the appeal since the parishes are now receiving the extra money raised above their goal 
back to their parish. Generally, the goal set for each parish is approximately 20% of their regular income.  
There is some concern of how recent events (such as the modified Mass due to COVID-19 gathering 
restrictions) may affect this year’s appeal. Although it is too early in the appeal to know the full impact, 
donations in the first week were markedly down compared to last year’s appeal (roughly $15K vs $25K). 

Personnel Updates: Office: Teresa Reuter is now full time in the office; Robin Sparrow still helps out but 
with decreased hours as a volunteer. 

Religious Ed:  Ivana Ackermann has moved on to teach at Chesterton Academy.  Msgr. Mee will lead the 
RCIA program with a team of volunteers, Sr. Paschalina is teaching Sacramental Prep through the 
Cathedral with a mix of in-person and video meetings. Sr. Gabriella is coming to St Augustine’s to teach 
Religious Ed in Pearson Hall on Sunday mornings at 10am for grades K-6 altogether. The first parent 
meeting was last week.  

Fr. Kruse is a new priest in residence at the rectory. He is helping at St Augustine with weekend Mass 
every other week and Monday morning. He is also very active throughout the diocese with serving as a 
chaplain at Whitworth and celebrating Mass at Chesterton Academy, and looking to start of Fatherhood 
ministry.   

Pastoral Council: Sly Chapman is retiring from the council after 5 years of service and Danita Buss is also 
retiring from the council and will be a member of the new Altar Society. Msgr. Mee asked current 
members to think of 3-4 names of parish members to consider for the Pastoral Council and email to him 
in the next week. 

Cataldo: Pre-K through 2nd grade are meeting in person. School leadership is currently developing when 
and how to handle bringing the rest of the students back in person.  Enrollment is currently at 356, 



down from approximately 380 students in the previous year. Laura Lucas recommended inviting Mr.  
Cunningham to give an update to the Pastoral Council at a future meeting.   

Altar Society:  St. Augustine Parish is forming an altar society to coordinate the care of the church. This 
will include caring for the sacristy, the altar linens and the flowers. The altar society will help prepare the 
church for Advent, Lent, Christmas and Easter, and for other special occasions. The first meeting is 
October 13.  

NEW BUSINESS: 

COVID Precautions:  Jeff Klein requested that the parish more explicitly state the mask requirement at 
all Masses similar to the 11am Mass. Msgr. Mee discussed that masking is still required at the other 
Masses, but a balance has been found to meet the expectations of parishioners for all masking at the 
11am and also a chance for those more opposed to masking to be at the other Masses. One other 
member expressed support of the increased requirement, 3 other members supported the current 
method as a good balance to meet all the needs of the parish. 

Meeting was adjourned with prayer. The next meeting will be Tuesday, November 10 at 6:00pm.  

 

  


