
St. Augustine Parish Pastoral Council Minutes 
November 10, 2020 

Council Members Present: Msgr. Mee, Deacon Allen Peterson, Laura Lucas, Jeff Klein, Teresa Reuter, 
Greg Repetti; Absent: Terry Peterson 

Meeting was called to order at 6:00p.m. on the feast day of St. Leo the Great; Msgr. Mee led the council 
in opening prayer. October minutes were approved. 

PASTOR’S REPORT: 

Baptismal Font consideration:  The council meeting was held in the church. Msgr. Mee reviewed the 
proposed plan for the design of the font area. As per the October 2020 minutes, two options were 
discussed. The first option is to narrow the baptismal pool to make it less obtrusive into the walkway 
and add a railing around it; the 2nd option discussed was to keep only the baptismal pillar and replace 
the pool with a tile in-lay in the floor. Benefits of the 2nd option were to alleviate the risk of people 
falling into the pool altogether and to open up the area for gathering together after Mass and at 
Baptisms. The ad hoc font sub-committee favored the 2nd option three to one. Also in October, the 
pastoral council voted with a result of four voting for pillar only and one for a modification to a narrow 
pool. Msgr. Mee presented the ideas for the design for the floor around the baptismal font pillar once 
the pool is removed, which includes catechetical descriptions relating to images of a rooster, turtle, pear 
tree, pomegranate tree, and deer and their relationship to the Church and Baptism and a proposed 
layout of how it would all fit together. A company from Great Falls, MT is the nearest with expertise in 
terrazzo flooring to match the current sanctuary flooring. They will be available in the coming weeks to 
give a quote for the project. Msgr. Mee also had a preliminary discussion with Mario and Son regarding 
the imprint of the proposed design into the terrazzo at the time of installment. The parish council is 
unanimously in favor of Msgr. Mee continuing to pursue the proposed design and gather estimates from 
the two companies.   

Annual Catholic Appeal:  Six weeks into the Annual Catholic Appeal, we are at roughly 35% participation 
and $58k toward our parish’s goal of $91K. 

Cataldo: As of this week, 3rd and 4th graders are now in person in addition to the Pre-K through 2nd 
grades; 5th/6th grades will start in person the week after Thanksgiving and 7th/8th grades will start mid-
January after Christmas break. The 8th grade is meeting for in person Mass on Tuesday with a short 
session with Msgr. Mee.  

Advent/Christmas: The giving tree will be happening again this year. Current restrictions on Mass 
attendance is 25% of capacity (about 125 for St. Augustine). Attendance at none of the Masses is 
exceeding that at this time, but due to typically larger attendance at Christmas Mass, sign-ups will be 
requested at the December 24 4:00 pm, 6:00 pm, and 8:00 pm and December 25 9:00 am Masses. With 
early registration encouraged it will also provide information if an additional Mass is needed. It was 
mentioned that Cataldo has started to stream their weekly school Mass and since the capability is there, 
it was requested that St Augustine consider live-streaming one of the Christmas Eve Mass for those that 
are not able to attend in person. The facilities manager, Tom Bro, has designed and built two large 
lighted Christmas stars to hang on the bell tower this year. The Advent wreath and Nativity will again be 
placed in the newly remodeled grotto on 18th and Bernard. The Altar Society has planned for the 
sanctuary decoration for Christmas. 

COVID Precautions:  With rising COVID cases in the community, Msgr Mee re-visited strategies to 
continue to mitigate possible transmission at Masses. He said he would once again give verbal 
reminders of masking requirements at the beginning of Masses next weekend. Current distancing 
measures and Mass attendance is currently going well within guidelines. 

Pastoral Council Members: Potential members of pastoral council were suggested. Msgr. Mee will 
follow up with the individuals.  

Meeting was adjourned with prayer. The next meeting will be January 19 at 6:00 pm. 


