
St. Augustine Parish Pastoral Council Minutes 
November 9, 2021 

 
Council Members Present: Msgr. Mee, Jeff Klein, Laura Lucas, Carmen Piccolo, Teresa Reuter 
and Paul Stewart. Absent: Debbie Battaglia, Deacon Allen Peterson, Terry Peterson and Greg 
Repetti.  
 
Meeting was called to order; Msgr. Mee led the council in prayer. October minutes were 
approved. 
 
PASTOR’S REPORT: 
 
Pastoral Council Members: Jeff Klein’s resigned from Pastoral Council as he has become more 
active in his children’s school and there is a conflict with the times for the meetings. While he 
will no longer be a member of Pastoral Council, Jeff will continue to be an active volunteer in 
the parish and will continue to offer ideas and provide support for its endeavors.   
 
Cataldo: The Pastoral Council welcomed Rich McMahon from the Cataldo Facilities Committee. 
Rich came to make the parish aware that the school is in the conceptual phase of a master plan 
for the 106-year-old school building. They are working with an engineering firm (ALSC) to 
assess future needs of the school building, taking into account the enrollment projections, use of 
space and traffic patterns around the school. The school will work with the Board of Governors 
and others to evaluate proposals. 
 
Finances: The Annual Catholic Appeal is underway. The goal for the parish this year is $79,874. 
The parish has collected $78,300 which is only about $1,500 shy of its goal. Parishioners have 
been very generous in supporting the ACA this year.  
 
Social: This past Sunday, the parish welcomed Voices of Calvary for an afternoon concert and 
social. The choir came from Calvary Baptist Church, which is the oldest Black church in 
Washington State. The parish makes a monthly donation to Calvary Baptist, which they use to 
assist in dispensing food and clothing items to those in need. It was estimated that 100 people 
were in attendance. Many came to the social and stayed awhile visiting with one another. A 
good time was had by all.  
 
Sanctuary: Planning for the reconfiguration of the sanctuary is underway. Two architects have 
already come to look at the space, with one more firm expected to soon pay a visit. While many 
parishioners have expressed concern about the safety of the sanctuary, with its precarious steps 
and the deceiving depth perception, this became especially apparent this past weekend when 
one of the Voices of Calvary choir members fell on the steps. Fortunately, he was not seriously 
injured. The plan is to move the sanctuary back about nine feet and use the space currently 
occupied by the day chapel. The sanctuary will likely have two steps, plus one more step up to 
a platform accommodating the altar. By eliminating several of the steps, the sanctuary will be 
made larger and easier to navigate. Tresko has several pieces of marble from the original altars. 
We are looking into whether we can use some of these remnants in the new design.  
 
Outreach: The Women’s Lunch Group will meet next week to assemble and deliver 
Thanksgiving baskets to 40 homebound/in need parishioners. Item for the baskets – flowers, 
home baked cookies, pumpkins, notes from Cataldo 4th graders, prayer cards, and other items - 
will fill the baskets and hopefully bring some Thanksgiving joy to others.  
 
Advent: Wood carvings will be available for sale in the vestibule after Masses the weekend of 
November 20/21. Proceeds go to assist families in the Holy Land. The following week, the first 



Sunday of Advent, the parish will have available Advent Wreaths and Advent candles for sale. 
The Tree of Sharing will be up that same weekend. Cataldo school will once again have their 
tree lighting ceremony that weekend. We will reach out to the school about coordinating the 
activity. The parish Christmas star will also light up the sky that weekend.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.  The next meeting will be December 14, 2021, at 6:00 
p.m. in Pearson Hall.  
 
 
 


