
In  today’s Gospel, 
Jesus began to talk 

using the familiar image of a 
farmer taking seed into a field to 
teach those who heard Him 
about the condition of the 
human heart. This seed fell 
upon the ground and landed 
upon differing types of soil. 
Here, we see that the sower is 
Jesus Christ, the seed is the 
word of God and the soil is the 
human heart. It can either 
receive the seed and produce a 
harvest of spiritual fruit or it can 
be unprepared and produce 
nothing of value for the glory of 
God. Just as a bountiful harvest 
brings riches and honor to the 
farmer, heaven rejoices at the 
salvation of the souls at the 
bountiful spiritual harvest. This 
is what the Lord wants from 
your life and mine. 

But the four types of soils 
mentioned here by Jesus are 
very revealing when it comes to 
understanding the human heart 
and why people respond to the 
Gospel as they do. One type of 
soil is going to paint a perfect 
picture of our own heart. We 
may be able to identify what 
kind of soil we are as we look 
into these verses today. 

1. The Hard Soil - v. 4, 19 
the "wayside" refers to the 
narrow footpaths that ran 
through the fields. The soil on 

them had become as hard as 
concrete from the feet of the 
travelers that had walked upon 
them. When the seed fell on the 
footpath, it could not penetrate 
the soil to take deep root. we are 
told the person hears the 
Gospel, but who doesn't 
"understand it." That is, they 
cannot make the connection 
between the claims of the 
Gospel and their own life so 
they refuse to believe. Maybe 
they have hardened their hearts 
for years against the call of the 
Gospel and like a path trampled 
underfoot for centuries, they 
have become hard hearted, and 
the seed of the Gospel cannot 
penetrate the soil of their heart. 

2. The Stony Soil - v. 5-6; 
20-21 Often farmers come 
across limestone rock covered 
by a thin layer of topsoil. This 
soil looks like it is ready to be 
sown. This ground looks good 
and productive and seed cast 
here will germinate and quickly 
spring up into a promising plant. 
But, because there is no depth 
of soil, as soon as the sun beats 
down on the tender plant, it 
withers and dies without 
producing any fruit. This kind 
of soil speaks of that heart that 
makes an emotional response to 
the presentation of the Gospel. 
Perhaps this person heard the 
Gospel and said, "That's what I 

Reverend Fr. Bosco Padamattummal, Administrator 
Deacon Dennis Walters 

210 West Main Street, Manchester, MI 48158 
Phone: (734) 428-8811 

Email: stmarymanchester@gmail.com 
Website: stmarymanchester.org 

WEEKEND MASSES:  
Saturday 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:30 am and 10:30 am 

Sancta Maria, 
Ora Pro Nobis 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME •  JULY 16, 2017 

“A Sower, His Seed and the Soil” FR. BOSCO PADAMATTUMMAL  

Continued on page 2 

The Youth Group made American flags on glow sticks which 
they handed out at the Manchester Fireworks on July 3rd and 
the Grass Lake Parade on July 4th. 

125th Annual Ice Cream Social 
Thursday, July 27, 2017 

Food 
Fellowship 
Country Market 
Children’s Games 
Ice Cream  
Altar Society Brooms 
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NEED HELP? “AA” group 
meets Friday & Sunday nights 

at 7:00 pm in the Emanuel  
church kitchen. 

ALTERNATIVES TO 
ABORTION: 

Right-to-Life MI Hotline 
1-800-57WOMAN 

Or visit www.optionline.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those struggling with same 
sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate support group for 

families and friends.  Call 517-342-2596 

For more news and events in area parishes, please visit our website:  stmarymanchester.org 

AREA NEWS 
Manchester Chicken Broil is planned for Thursday, July 20th at 
Alumni Field. Eat there or take yours home. 
The New Life Center brings you HUSH, a film that tackles abortion, 
the most controversial issue of our time and reveals the untold, long-
term health effects of this elective, medical procedure. Thursday, 
July 20, 2017 at 6 pm in the Parish Hall, Resurrection Church, 127 
Rumsey, Lansing, MI 48912. RSVP to nlc@resurrectionlansing.org or 
call Cecilia at (517) 993-0291. Provide your name and phone contact 
information. 
Western Days Ministries at Sharon United Methodist Church July 
22nd 4:00-8:30 pm. Western style fun for the whole family and a 
concert to boot.  
"Mary: Blessed Are You Among Women" retreat will be given 
Tuesday, July 25th from 9:00am-3:30pm at St. Francis Retreat 
Center by Tony Sperendi. Mary is truly THE Wonder Woman created 
by God with super-powers of grace and humility! We will unpack the 

Scriptures and her apparition at Fatima to understand the great role 
she plays in our lives and how much she loves us! All are welcome. 
Cost is $65 or $55 for seniors 60 and over and includes breakfast 
snacks, lunch, Mass and materials. Bring your Bible. 
Receive God's Mercy and Healing, available to women and men 
who have lost a child through abortion, by attending the upcoming 
Rachel's Vineyard Weekend August 11-13, 2017 in Lansing. For 
those interested in registering, visit our website at 
newlifecenterlansing.org. Financial aid is available. Post-abortion 
recovery weekends and on-site counseling are a phone call away 
888-456-HOPE (4673). 
100th Anniversary of The Apparitions of Fatima Pilgrimage 
October 10-20, 2017 Tour includes round trip airfare from Chicago, 
lodging, ground transportation, two daily meals, tour guide fees, 
entrance fees into all sites, along with tips, taxes, and gratuity. For 
more  information please contact Erika Piotrowski at (231)720-
8378 or email erikap.euro@hotmail.com.  

PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities 

SAT., JULY 15 ST. BONAVENTURE 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Dorothy and  Charles 

VanBeylen 
 [Mary DiSante] 

SUN., JULY 16 FIFTEENTH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME  

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People  
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: Joseph Maloney 
 [Donna and Alan Maloney] 
 

MON., JULY 17 ORDINARY WEEKDAY 

No Mass today in Manchester 
  
 
 

TUES., JULY 18 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/St. Camillus de Lellis 

8:30 am Mass: Larry Becktel 
 [Marge Scully] 
 

WED., JULY 19 ORDINARY WEEKDAY 

8:30 am Mass: Gerald Damian 
 [Scott and Sylvie Strong] 
 

THUR., JULY 20 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/St. Apollinarius  
8:30 am Mass: Rita O’Dowd 
 [Noreen Burnett] 
 

FRI., JULY 21 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/St. Lawrence of Brindisi 
8:30 am Mass: Richard Krzyzaniak 
 [Ron and Carol Driessche] 
 
 

SAT., JULY 22 ST. MARY MAGDALENE, Disciple of the Lord 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: DeweyVanRiper 
 [Alice Kidd] 

SUN., JULY 23 SIXTEENTH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME  

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People  
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: INT: The Sangster Family  
 [Zofia Sibinski] 

Gn 49: 29-32; 50: 15-
26a/ Ps 105: 1-2. 3-4. 
6-7/ Mt 10: 24-33       
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is 55: 10-11/ Ps 65: 10. 
11. 12-13. 14 (Lk 8:8)/ 
Rom 8: 18-23/ Mt 13: 
1-23    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ex 1:8-14.22/Ps 124: 
1b-3.4-6.7-8/Mt 10:34 
– 11: 1    
 
 
 

Ex 2: 1-15a/ Ps 69: 3. 
14. 30-31. 33-34/ Mt 
11: 20-24    
 
 
 

Ex 3: 1-6. 9-12/ Ps 
103: 1b-2. 3-4. 6-7/ Mt 
11: 25-27       
 
 
 

Ex 3:13-20/Ps 105:1 
and 5.8-9.24-25.26-27/ 
Mt 11: 28-30    
 
 
 

Ex 11: 10 – 12: 14/ Ps 
116: 12-13. 15 and 
16bc. 17-18/ Mt 12: 1-8           
 
 
 

Ex 12:37-42/Ps 136:1 
and 23-24. 10-12. 13-
15/ Jn 20: 1-2. 11-18        
 
 
 
 

Wis 12: 13. 16-19/ Ps 
86: 5-6. 9-10. 15-16 
(5a)/ Rom 8: 26-27/ 
Mt 13: 24-43     

NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL 
(post-abortion reconciliation and healing) 

Call the confidential phone line:  
517-993-0291 or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

need!" They may even show signs of life in the Lord, but when 
Christianity doesn't turn out like they thought it would, they 
quickly fade away and disappear. 

3. The Thorny Soil - v. 7; 22 - This soil looks like it is ready to 
be sown also, but underneath the surface are the living roots and 
seeds of thorns and weeds. When the seed falls here, it also quickly 
springs to life and gives every indication that a good harvest will 
follow. However, the same ground begins to produce the thorns 
and weeds that were already there and they soon choke out the 
tender plant. This plant withers and dies without producing any 
fruit at all. This is a picture of a heart that tries to have the benefit 
of the Gospel while still clinging to the thorns of sin. The seed of 
the Gospel cannot survive to produce fruit in a heart filled with 
other things. As Jesus said it was the cares of the world and the 
quest for earthly riches that spelled disaster for this kind of soil. 

4. The Good Soil - v. 8; This is a picture of the heart that has 
been plowed deeply by the Word of God, where the seed of the 
Gospel bears fruit for the glory of God. 

Please notice that the only difference between these soils was 
fruit. On the hard soil, the seed did not penetrate, but it 
disappeared, being removed by the fowls. In the other three, the 
seed disappeared within the ground. In the last three soils, a plant 
resulted, but only the good soil brought forth a harvest. If we are 
not careful we can become hard-hearted toward the things of God, 
toward His House and toward His Word. When this happens, let us 
make our examination of conscience to see what kind of soil our 
heart is made of. Have I become hardened to the things of God? 
Am I shallow in my commitment to Him and His work? Am I 
constantly distracted, burdened and defeated by sin and the cares of 
the world? Am I bearing the kind of fruit I should be bearing?    

Fr. Bosco’s article continued from page 1 



Family Vocation Night at the Lugnuts! At this event you will 
encounter many Catholics young & old, priests, Religious, 
families, friends~ come join us! Friday, August 11th at 7pm. 
Contact your local Knights of Columbus for tickets! 
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P A R I S H  N E W S  

Ice Cream Social on the Horizon 

The 125th St. Mary Ice Cream Social is 
just about one week away! Please take the 
opportunity to commit to a place in history 
by donating time or treasure to the Social. 
Use the specially created envelopes to 
indicate how you’d like to help. It will feel 
great to be a part of history!  

Also, The raffle drawing will take place at 
the Ice Cream Social . If you have unsold 
tickets, please return them at the Parish 
office as soon as possible and Tom Burch 
will sell them. Thank you for your 
cooperation 

Friendly Reminder 

The Youth Group will continue to collect 
returnables throughout the summer. The 
barrel is in the basement entry.  

Fifth Sunday Rosary 

Knights of Columbus Council #4353  is 
inviting all members of St. Mary’s to 
participate in the organization’s 5th 
Sunday Rosary Program. This service is 
conducted 30 minutes before Mass on July 
29th and 30th. Please bring your entire 
family to this service, the Rosary is a 
power prayer and meditation that can be 
practiced by young and old alike. 

This Rosary Service will be conducted 
using a finger Rosary. Knights will be 
providing all those in attendance with 
finger rosaries and prayer booklets.  

If you are interested in volunteering a few 
hours of your time and talents by 
becoming a part of Father Fisher Council 
#4354, please contact Grand Knight, Jim 
Burch at 517-240-3406. Ed Barnard at 
734-428-7427, or feel free to speak with 
any current Knights of Columbus member. 

Alpha 

St. Mary's will offer a ten-week Alpha 
Course, starting on Tuesday, September 

12th. The course will be held here at St. 
Mary's, and will run from 6:00-7:30 
pm (dinner included). There will be 
opportunities to ‘Come and See’ in August 
so that you will know what this amazing 
course is all about. 

Are You Cleaning House? 

Remember to save your unwanted items 
for the upcoming rummage sale. 
Volunteers will begin taking items in 
on Saturday, July 29th 9:00 am to 
5 : 0 0  p m  a n d  S u n d a y ,  J u l y 
30th from noon to 4:00 pm. Then during 
the week Monday, July 31st 
through Friday, August 4th,  3:00 pm to 
7:00 pm. Saturday, August 5th  9:00 am 
to 5:00 pm and Sunday, August 
6th would be the noon to 4:00 pm. We 
will not accept donations August 7-9th, 
we will use that time for cleaning and 
pricing. The sale itself will be Thursday, 
August 10th and Friday, August 
11th from 9:00 to 6:00, Saturday, 
August 12th from 9:00 to 4:00.  Clean up 
will start immediately after the sale closes. 
More times will be available based on the 
availability of volunteers. Please call 
Michelle Stace if you have any questions 
734-489-4685. Many hands make light 
work and it is always fun to see the 
treasures that come our way. 

Bishop's BBQ for Priestly 
Discernment 

If you are a young man who would like to 
ask more questions about the priesthood to 
Bishop & Fr. John Linden, join them on 
Sunday, Aug 20,  2017 from 3-6pm at St. 
Francis Retreat Center in DeWitt. This is 
an informal way for discerning a call to the 
priesthood. Please RSVP to Fr. Linden by 
calling 517-342-2504. Please also let Fr. 
Bosco know if you are planning to attend 
by calling the parish office 428-8811. 

Sanctuary 
Lamps  

are burning this week for: 
 

1)   Lindsey Hassett safe away 
School trip this summer 

(Loretta Widmayer) 
2)   Repose of the Soul of  
Gerald Damian 
(Betty Cummings) 

Parish  Family  Birthdays 
July 15....... Helena Zink 
July 17....... Donna Maloney 
July 18....... Norma Scaglione 
July 19....... Sullivan Flaherty  
July 19....... Frank Tistle 
July 20 ..... Jacob Messman 
July 21....... Natasha Kominars 
July 21....... John Sitek 
July 22...... Kari Ball 
July 22...... August Hutchison 
July 23...... Jaden Wilson 

Please Pray for:   
Bernita Aiuto 

Claudia Damian 
Linda Dyer 
Betsy Kripas 

Molly O’Sullivan 
Eddie Walz 

Repose of the Soul of:   
Gerald Damian 

Aaron De Senna Fernandes 
Jacob(friend of Molly) 
Genevieve Peoples 

Altar Flowers 
for the week of 

SUNDAY, JULY 16TH 
are sponsored by 

Frank Tomko and Linda 
McGee 

 In Memory of  
Florence Tomko 

 

 St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
Sunday, July 2, 2017 

Sunday Envelopes ........... $5,773.00 
Loose Cash & Checks........ $165.00 
Welcome Envelopes ............. $59.00 
Holy Day ............................... $5.00 

Weekly toward budget .... $6,002.00 
Weekly goal .................... $5,300.00 
Amt. ABOVE goal ............. $702.00  

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building and Maintenance. $580.00 
Poor Box................................ $6.91 
Votive Candle Receipts........ $45.00 
Actual YTD Total........ $267,295.87 
YTD Goal......................... $275,600 
Amt. BELOW goal ......... $8,304.00 


