
P eter helps us answer those questions of faith as 
he jumps - not off a cliff, but out of a boat. In 
Matthew we read about Peter walking on the 

water, and if we look closely enough we may just 
discover the courage to follow his example. I love Peter 
because he reminds me of myself. He is quick to act, often 
without thinking. He shoots off his mouth when prudence 
may be the better choice. Peter understands failure. After 
all, he denied Christ. He experiences the soothing balm of 
forgiveness, and he has the joy of being used greatly by 
God on the day of Pentecost. Peter preaches the sermon 
that leads 5,000 people to join the church. 

I. Dispel disillusionment: When the disciples first see 
Jesus coming at them they mistake Him for a ghost. They 
have spent the whole night afraid the storm would drown 
them, and now a ghost shows up. Things were going from 
bad to worse. It was the epitome of “out of the frying pan 
and into the fire.” The first thing that must happen to get 
out of the boat is that our disillusionment must be 
dispelled. Have you ever noticed that in our heads we 
make the problems of life worse than they really are? As 

humans we are masters at creating terrible events in our 
minds and worrying ourselves to death. The disciples are 
filling in the blanks. They see a figure walking on the 
water toward them and they assume that it must be a 
ghost. Is that not just like us? We often make our fears 
greater than they are. But how do we handle real fears? 

We must become so familiar with Jesus, that when false 
promises or pseudo-saviors show up, we spot them for who 
they are. We must know Jesus, in the deepest most personal 
sense. Only through a personal relationship with Him will we 
be able to recognize Him. Only as we grow to know Christ 
deeper will we be able to identify the fakes. The disciples 
mistake Jesus for a ghost when He shows up. Only when 
Peter is sure that it is Jesus walking on the water does he dare 
think about getting out of the boat. 

II. Defeat distractions: Peter leaves the boat when he 
knows that it is Jesus on the water and not a ghost, and for a 
little while he walks on the water. Peter does the impossible, 
but then things change. Peter took his eyes off Jesus and 
focused on the storm. Will we sink when we get distracted 
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The 150th Anniversary of the Village was celebrated in a grand fashion. Events were planned throughout the week of July 
30th-August 6th culminating in a lunch on the Village Green across the street from our beautiful church.  

Manchester Celebrates Sesquicentennial 
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NEED HELP? “AA” group 
meets Friday & Sunday nights 

at 7:00 pm in the Emanuel  
church kitchen. 

ALTERNATIVES TO 
ABORTION: 

Right-to-Life MI Hotline 
1-800-57WOMAN 

Or visit www.optionline.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those struggling with same 
sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate support group for 

families and friends.  Call 517-342-2596 

PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities 

SAT., AUG 12 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/BVM/St. Jane Frances de 
    Chantal 
9:00am-4:00pm Rummage Sale—PC 
11:00 am Internment of Jim Curley’s Ashes 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT: Happy Birthday to Aaron 

Kwolek 
 [Bill and Sandi Kwolek] 

SUN., AUG 13 NINETEENTH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME  

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: Joseph and  Helen Germek  
  [Martin and Kathy Brogley] 
 

MON., AUG 14 ST. MAXIMILLIAN MARY KOLBE 

No 12:10 pm Mass today  
7:00 pm Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Vigil Mass: Rita O’Dowd 
 [Noreen Burnett] 
7:00 pm Evangelization Team Meeting—FFH 
 

TUES., AUG 15 ASSUMPTION OF BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

8:30 am Mass: INT: Emily and Dan Kwolek—Fifth  
Anniversary 

 [Bill and Sandi Kwolek] 
7:00 pm Mass: For the People 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WED., AUG 16 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/St. Stephen of Hungary  
8:30 am Mass: Mary Zavicar 
 [Russ Aiuto] 
 
 

THUR., AUG 17 ORDINARY WEEKDAY 

8:30 am Mass: INT: Carolyn Aherns’ Knee Surgery 
 [Dianne Schwab] 
6:00pm Altar Society Potluck—FFH 

FRI., AUG 18 ORDINARY WEEKDAY 
8:30 am Mass: Richard Krzyzaniak 
 [Virginia and Al Wald] 
 

SAT., AUG 19 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/BVM/St. John Eudes 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Rodney Alan Hnizdor, 7th 

Anniversary 
 [Donna Hnizdor, His Sister] 

SUN., AUG 20 TWENTIETH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME  

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: Thomas and  Shirley Sweeney  
  [St. Mary Youth Group] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People  

Dt 6: 4-13/ Ps 18: 2-
3a. 3c-4. 47 and 51/ Mt 
17: 14-20        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Kgs 19: 9a. 11-13a/ 
Ps 85: 9. 10. 11-12. 
13-14/ Rom 9: 1-5/ Mt 
14: 22-33 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dt 10: 12-22/ Ps 147: 
12-13. 14-15. 19-20/ 
Mt 17: 22-27      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vigil: 1 Chr 15: 3-4. 
15-16; 16: 1-2/ Ps 132: 
6-7. 9-10. 13-14/ 1 Cor 
15: 54b-57/ Lk 11:27-
28. Day: Rv 11: 19a; 
12: 1-6a. 10ab/ Ps 45: 
10. 11. 12. 16/ 1 Cor 
15: 20-27/ Lk 1: 39-56       
 

 
Dt 34: 1-12/ Ps 66: 1-
3a. 5 and 8. 16-17/ Mt 
18: 15-20           
 
 
 

Jos 3: 7-10a. 11. 13-
17/ Ps 114: 1-2. 3-4. 5-
6/ Mt 18: 21 – 19: 1       
 
 
 
 

Jos 24: 1-13/ Ps 136: 
1-3. 16-18. 21-22 and 
24/ Mt 19: 3-12    
 
 
 

Jos 24: 14-29/ Ps 16: 
1-2a and 5. 7-8. 11/ Mt 
19: 13-15         
 
 
 
 
 

Is 56: 1. 6-7/ Ps 67: 2-
3. 5. 6. 8 (4)/ Rom 11: 
13-15. 29-32/ Mt 15: 
21-28         

NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL 
(post-abortion reconciliation and healing) 

Call the confidential phone line:  
517-993-0291 or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

from Jesus, our source of power? Distractions can come in two 
forms, the obvious and the subtle. Peter gets distracted by the 
obvious stuff. The thunder booms, the lightning cracks, the 
wind whips, and the waves pound. There's a storm going on 
around Peter. It's easy to see why he gets distracted. He's afraid. 
Just a few moments ago he was hiding in the boat from the 
storm, now he is exposed in the middle of the storm. 

We get scared by things that look like they will overtake 
us, and we turn from Jesus, the source of our power and 
peace. When we choose to focus on the problems rather than 
the power, we sacrifice our connection with Jesus. Jesus is a 
power greater than the problems we face. When our 
problems distract us from Jesus, we turn from the greatest 
power there is to a lesser power. John writes in I John 4:4, 
"the One who is in you is greater than the one who is in the 
world." If we focus on the problems then we will lose sight 
of the one greater than anything. 

III. Destroy doubt: When Peter got into the boat, the 
disciples worshiped Jesus. We get the feeling that this worship 
of Him was different. Before this encounter Jesus was just an 
amazing man, but now the disciples saw Him as the Messiah 
and Son of God. No matter how we answer that question, there 
is a deeper problem: We doubt Jesus. We trust our skills, our 
intellect, our money, our position, or our connections more than 
we do the Son of God. We  only turn to Jesus as a last result. 
We put Jesus on a time limit. If Christ does not handle our 
problem within a certain amount of time, we assume that He 
does not care, is not able, or is too busy. So we go to someone 
or something else. Not only must Christ be our first choice, He 
must become our only choice. 

The existential philosopher, Soren Kierkegaard, called the 
decision to follow Jesus a leap of faith, like jumping off a cliff. 
Peter would call it leaving the boat. Whatever it is, the One 
greater than fears, problems, and doubts is here. Jesus is waiting 
on you to believe in Him and risk it all. Come on, leave the boat 

and walk on the water. Jesus 
says you can do it.   

Deacon Dennis’ article continued from page 1 

Altar Flowers 
for the week of 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 13TH 
are sponsored by 

William Schwab Family 
 William Schwab’s Second 

Anniversary 

 St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
Sunday, July 30, 2017 

Sunday Envelopes ........... $3,158.60 
Loose Cash & Checks........ $274.00 
Welcome Envelopes ........... $110.00 
Ascension............................. $45.00 
Peter’s Pence....................... $45.00 

Weekly toward budget..... $3,632.60 
Weekly goal .................... $5,300.00 
Amt. BELOW goal ......... $1,667.40 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building and Maintenance... $55.00 
Poor Box................................ $8.28 
Votive Candle Receipts ........ $55.00 

Parish  Family  Birthdays 
Aug 17...... Jolene Line 
Aug 20.... Kristy Krzyzaniak 
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Catechist Needed 

The St. Mary Religious Education Program is searching for 
a Grade 1 and 2 teacher. Materials and curriculum are 
supplied and your support will make the difference in the 
lives of our young students. Classes are on Mondays from 
4:00-5:00 pm.  Please contact Karin Villarreal at 
stmarymanchester.dre@gmail.com or call the Parish Center 
office at 734-428-7211 with questions or interest.  

Altar Society Dinner 

Attention Ladies of St. Mary's  Did you know that you are 
ALL "members" of St. Mary's Altar Society? Please plan 
on joining us at our annual Summer Potluck Dinner on 
Thursday, Aug. 17th in the Father Fisher Hall at 5:30pm, 
dinner will begin at 6pm. Please bring a dish to pass and 
your own place setting. See you there. 

Bishop's BBQ for Priestly Discernment 

If you are a young man who would like to ask more 
questions about the priesthood to Bishop & Fr. John 
Linden, join them on Sunday, Aug 20,  2017, 3:00-6:00 
pm at St. Francis Retreat Center in DeWitt. This is an 
informal way for discerning a call to the priesthood. Please 
RSVP to Fr. Linden by calling 517-342-2504. Please also 
let Fr. Bosco know if you are planning to attend by calling 
the parish office 428-8811. 

Parish Picnic 

Just a reminder that the annual Parish Picnic is scheduled 
for Wednesday, August 23rd at Carr Park. Please bring a 
dish to pass and join us for an evening of fellowship and 
fun. Dinner will begin around 6pm. 

School Supplies Sought 

The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a drive for school 
supplies for Manchester Community Schools. Items most 
in need for classrooms include: dry erase markers, 
washable markers, Clorox type disposable wipes, baby 
wipes, glue sticks, Kleenex, 
crayons, 2-pocket folders, 
lined paper and pencils. They 
are also seeking items for 
students in need such as: 
backpacks, pencil boxes/
pouches, lunch boxes and 
gift cards to purchase school 
clothes. Marked containers 
will be in the entryway of the 
church for you to place your 
donations. Thank you in 
advance for your generosity. 

For more news and events in the area, please visit our website:  stmarymanchester.org 

Austria Choir Tour Walk in the footsteps of  Mozart, one of history’s 
greatest composers,  experience the "Sound of Music," and work with 
Austrian director Janos Czifra and highly regarded American choral 
conductor, Eph Ehly. Join St. Robert Choir, for an Informational 
Meeting on Thursday, Aug. 17th  7pm in Angel Hall, St. 
Robert  Bellarmine Parish 310 N. Cherry St., Flushing. For more info 
contact: Faith Yassick, Music Director 810-869-
0767  gyassick@comcast.net 
Youth Minister/Faith Formation Director sought for Old St. Patrick 
Catholic Church. Very strong communication & organizational skills 
are critical. Candidates must have some theological training/degree. 
Responsibilities include: administering religious education program, 
teaching RCIA, directing H.S. youth group, overseeing young adults, 
supporting parish events, and updating website. Old St. Patrick is a 
relatively small, traditional and liturgically conscious parish. Ease 
working with homeschool students is necessary. Submit resumes to 
Old St. Patrick, 5671 Whitmore Lake Rd. Ann Arbor, MI  48105 or 
info@stpatricka2.org  
A new retreat is being offered at St. Francis Retreat Center 
August 21st-22nd entitled, "Going Deeper into the Life and 
Message of St. Therese the Little Flower." Her message is 
transformative! Popes and lay people have called Therese the 
greatest saint of modern times. Contact the retreat center for 
more info at: stfrancis.ws or 517-669-8321. 
Run for the Rolls in Chelsea to benefit St. Louis Center. On 
Saturday, August 26th the Chelsea Community Fair parade is 

preceded by a ‘Run to the Fair.’ Participants can register for a 
5k or 1Mile run. If you’d like to participate in this year’s event 
be sure to register for the St. Louis Center Challenge. For more 
information or to register, please visit runfortherolls.org 
Winners in each age category win a dozen free Common Grill 
rolls in addition to a medal.  
The 40 Days For Life Ann Arbor Fall Campaign will kick off 
on Sunday, Sept 24th with our very popular Jericho March 
and Kickoff Rally beginning at 2pm. The Fall Campaign runs 
from Wed. Sept 27th through Sunday, Nov. 5th with the 
Prayer Vigil taking place daily from 7am until 7pm outside of 
Planned Parenthood, 3100 Professional Dr.  To sign up for an 
hour or more at our prayer vigil, please go to: 
www.40daysforlife.com/annarbor. Please plan to join us for one 
or more laps of our Seven Sunday Interfaith Jericho March, 
which will take place every Sunday afternoon during the 
campaign. Life Chain will take place on Sunday, Oct 1st. 
Additional details to follow.  For additional information please 
contact Sandie at 734-657-1936 or plan2pray@gmail.com.  
100th Anniversary of Fatima Pilgrimage October 10-20, 
2017 Tour includes round trip airfare from Chicago, lodging, 
ground transportation, two daily meals, tour guide fees, 
entrance fees into all sites, along with tips, taxes, and gratuity. 
For more  information please contact Erika Piotrowski at (231)
720-8378 or email erikap.euro@hotmail.com. 

Sanctuary 
Lamps  

are burning this week for: 
1)   William Schwab—2nd 

Anniversary 
(His Family) 

2)   Victoria Ramirez, sister of 
Rosalie Boyd 
(Rosalie Boyd) 
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