
T oday’s Gospel begins immediately after Jesus, Who 
had been teaching in the synagogue, ended by 
casting a demonic spirit out of a man. That action 

caused people to remark how Jesus taught “with authority” — that 
is, when He spoke, things happened. Now at Peter’s house, He 
learns that Peter’s mother-in-law is sick in bed. Her fever is serious 
enough that she can’t perform the duties of hospitality so important 
in the Middle East. So Jesus takes her by the hand and “raises her 
up” (in Greek, the word suggests resurrection from death). Then, 
after the Sabbath ends at sundown, a large crowd descends on 
Peter’s house clamoring for more of what happened in the 
synagogue. And Jesus responds by healing and casting out demons 
until everyone is cared for. 

There’s more to the story, but 
notice the pattern of events here: 
first, preaching of the Word, then 
healings, both physical and spiritual. 
Preaching stimulates faith in the 
hearers, creating in them the 
confidence to be healed (Jesus often 
commented that the hearer’s faith is 
what healed them). And healing 
confirms that the message being 
preached has authority behind it. 

The Church today follows this 
same pattern in her healing 
ministry. The administration of 
sacraments begins with a liturgy of 
the Word, followed by the sacrament itself. Recently, I learned of a 
man who, after receiving the Anointing of the Sick, graduated 
quickly from being on life-support and near death the day before, 
to breathing and eating normally the day after. Non-sacramental 
healing services usually begin with an inspiring talk followed by a 
period of prayer for healing. A woman I know was healed of 
symptoms of Parkinson’s disease at a local healing service a few 
years ago. Again, the Word stimulates faith for healing, and the 
resulting healing confirms the power of the Word. 

Does that mean that those who pray for healing but don’t 

experience it lack faith? Not necessarily. I believe that everyone 
who sincerely and devoutly prays for a healing gets one — but 
several considerations might help to understand how. 

First, prayer for healing needs to be sincere and devout, and 
usually persevering. Sincerity is important because the person 
praying must really want to be healed (or want healing for 
someone else). Devotion  means that prayer needs to be more 
intent on the Lord Himself than on a particular outcome, and to 
trust the Lord whatever the outcome. Of course, the Lord can heal 
on the first request, but some healings take time and persevering 
prayer. 

Second, if a healing doesn’t occur quickly, conditions may not 
yet be right for it. Conditions  may 
need to get worse before they can 
get better. Sometimes an attitude 
adjustment needs to happen first; 
for example, an alcoholic seeking 
a healing from his alcoholism may 
need to realize once and for all that 
willpower isn’t enough, and that 
the power he needs is the Lord’s.   
Third, the healing may be gradual 
in coming, as was that of the man 
healed after being given the 
Anointing of the sick. Gradual 
healings may also involve doing 
exercises to regain lost strength. 
Fourth, many healings take place 

both through prayer and the skill of doctors. The Book of Sirach 
says, “There is a time when success lies in the hands of physicians, 
for they too will pray to the Lord that He should grant them 
success”(38:13). In general, the medications and treatments they 
prescribe are intended to help toward a cure. People who pray for a 
miraculous healing and think that they’ve received it should never 
stop taking their medications without checking with the doctor 
first. 

Fifth, the disease one is praying about may not be the one the 
Lord wants to heal. Although the Lord does heal obvious physical 
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NEED HELP? “AA” group meets 
Friday & Sunday nights at 7:00 

pm in the Emanuel  
church kitchen. 

ALTERNATIVES TO 
ABORTION: 

Right-to-Life MI Hotline 
1-800-57WOMAN 

Or visit www.optionline.org 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those struggling with 

same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate support 
group for families and friends.  Call 517-342-2596 

For more news and events in the area, please visit our 
website:  stmarymanchester.org 

PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities 

 

SAT., FEB. 3 FIRST SATURDAY/BVM/Sts. Blaise & Ansgar 
8:30 am First Saturday Mass: Anita Dubois 
 [Noreen Burnett] 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass:  Bernita Aiuto 
 [Patricia Shafer] 
Blessing of Throats following 5:00pm Mass  
 

SUN., FEB. 4 FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass:  Marilyn Minick-Hunt 
 [Jeff and Connie Schaffer]  
10:00-10:15 am Confession  
10:30 am Mass: For the People  
 

MON., FEB. 5 ST. AGATHA 

12:10 pm Mass:  James Scott 
 [Jim and Ella Landini] 
3:30 pm Religious Education—PC 
 

TUES., FEB. 6 ST. PAUL MIKI & COMPANIONS  
8:30 am Mass: Charles and Roma Thomas 
 [their daughter, Patricia Shafer] 
 
 

WED., FEB. 7 ORDINARY WEEKDAY 

8:30 am Mass: Joseph Fitzgerald 
 [Mary Moore] 
4:00 pm Staff Meeting—FFH  
7:00 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting—FFH  
 

THUR., FEB. 8 ORDINARY WEEKDAY 

8:30 am Mass: Fr. Raymond Schlinkert, former 
pastor 

 

FRI., FEB. 9 ORDINARY WEEKDAY 
8:30 am Mass: Richard Krzyzaniak 
 [Jeff and Pam Wallace] 
 

SAT., FEB. 10 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/BVM/St. Scholastica 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT: Bill Kwolek, his birthday 
 [his wife, Sandi] 
 

SUN., FEB. 11 SIXTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People  
10:00-10:15 am Confession  
10:30 am Mass: Gerald Damian 
 [Peter and Inge Roncoli]  
Commemoration of Marriage Anniversaries in honor of 

World Marriage Day during 10:30 am Mass 
11:30 am First Reconciliation Service  

1 Kgs 3:4-13/Mk 6:30-
34 (328)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/1 Cor 
9:16-19, 22-23/Mk 
1:29-39 (74) Pss I   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13/Mk 
6:53-56 (329)              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-
30/Mk 7:1-13 (330)    
 
 
 
 
 

1 Kgs 10:1-10/Mk 
7:14-23 (331)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Kgs 11:4-13/Mk 
7:24-30 (332)   
 
 
 
 
 

1 Kgs 11:29-32; 
12:19/Mk 7:31-37 (333)  
 
 
 
 

1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-
34/Mk 8:1-10 (334)   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/1 Cor 
10:31—11:1/Mk 1:40-
45 (77) Pss II    

NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL 
(post-abortion reconciliation and healing) 

Call the confidential phone line:  
517-993-0291 or email 

nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

illnesses, very often the cure lies in healing the underlying cause of 
appearances. For example, suppose you get a sliver in your finger, 
and it becomes so infected that the entire arm is in danger of 
needing amputation. You can pray for a healing of the infection, 
but the cure begins with removing the sliver. The Lord is very 
concerned with healing depression and self-hatred; but these may 
be symptoms of abuses suffered in years past. If prayer for relief of 
symptoms doesn’t seem to work, one should pray that the Lord 
deal with their root cause. 

Finally, healings have a purpose in the Lord’s mind. One of 
these is service; when Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law, her first 
response on rising was to wait on Jesus and the others. Another 
purpose is discipleship. In many of Jesus’ more dramatic healings, 
the consequence was that the person healed followed Him, as did 
Bartimaeus who was healed of blindness. Physical, psychological, 
and spiritual healings all seem to point in one direction: toward the 
spread of the kingdom of God. Not only is healing for the benefit of 
the one healed, but also for the benefit of others who witness it or 
hear about it.   

The Word generates faith for healing, and healing confirms the 
power of the Word. Through the Word of God, you can expect healing 
for yourself and others, because God is trustworthy and wants to 
heal.  You should pray for healing for yourself and others, earnestly and 
often. And when you are healed, you should tell others about it; your 
word can give them faith that they too can be healed!   
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A R E A  N E W S  

Please Pray for:   
Bill Bondy 

Noreen Burnett 
Sue and Ed Gardner 

Alexa Gordon 
Fr. Charlie Irvin 

Betsy Kripas 
Heidi O’Neal 

Cindy Marie Remski 
Kelley Robison 
Susan Rubal 
Eddie Walz 

Repose of the Soul:   
Florence Selena Remski 

Irene Schmenk 

Rummage Sale—The Columbus Ladies Auxiliary in Dexter is 
holding their annual rummage sale on February 8th & 9th, 
8:30am-6:00pm and February 10th, 8:30am-12:00pm at 
Columbus Hall, 8265 Dexter-Chelsea Road,  Dexter MI. 
Made for More “Fighting Porn in our Culture … and 
Winning” by Dr. Peter Kleponis on Saturday, February 10, 
2018, 7:00-9:30 pm at Christ the King Catholic Church, Ann 
Arbor. Cost is $15/person or $20/couple, financial aid and 
childcare is available. Register at: ctkcc.net/madeformore or 
contact John Hoving at jhoving@ctkcc.net or  (734)665-5040. 
Couple Prayer Lenten Series—Give Your Spouse the Gift of a 
Lifetime…a six week practical seminar offering effective 
strategies to build an intimate prayer life with your spouse or 
fiancée. Thursday evenings February 15th–March 22nd 7– 9 pm  
at McCann Hall, St. Patrick Catholic Church, 711 Rickett Rd., 
Brighton, MI 48116. Cost is $40 per couple (child care provided). 
Registration forms are available online at www.stpatchurch.org  
Transformations Spirituality Center in Kalamazoo presents 
Kate Hennessy, Author of Dorothy Day: The World Will Be Saved 
by Beauty: An Intimate Portrait of My Grandmother  on Monday, 
February 19th; 7–9pm. Come for an intimate look at an 
unflinching exemplar of Gospel living.  The program fee is $18. 
For more information is visit TransformationsCenter.org, or 
call 269.381.6290.  
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Ash Wednesday Next Week 

To prepare for Ash Wednesday, Fr. Bosco needs blessed 
palms. He burns last year’s palms for the ashes that will be 
distributed this year. Please bring any old palms to the church 
by today, Sunday, February 4th. There will be a basket in the 
vestibule. 

A Celebration of Marriage 

On Sunday, February 11th at the 10:30 am Mass, we will 
celebrate the 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th, or more wedding 
anniversaries of St. Mary Parishioners. Please contact the 
parish office to let us know if you are a jubilarian and the 
length of your marriage. 

Amazing Greys 

The next meeting of Amazing Greys will be Monday, 
February 12th after the 12:10 pm Mass. In order to help 
prepare for Lent, this month Deacon Dennis will be giving 
a Lenten Reflection titled “Pascal Mystery: Tragedy, 
Comedy or Victory.”  All are welcome to attend.  

Save the Date  

Starting Tuesday, February 13th, St. Mary's will offer a six-
week series called “The Jesus Lifestyle," presented by Nicky 
Gumbel. The subject deals with such topics as "How to Find 
the Secret of Happiness," "How to Change the World Around 
You," "How to Handle Anger," and so on.  The series is free, 
but you'll need to register. Registration will begin this 
weekend .  

Ready for Big Crowds    

More than 3000 dinners were served at the last Lenten Fish 
Fry back in 2008. Volunteers are ready to serve even more 
in 2018. And the prices haven’t gone up in those 10yrs. $10 
dine-in, $9 drive-thru take-out & seniors, $6 child 6-10yrs, 
5 & under FREE. We will serve 6 Friday dinners starting 
February 16th, ending March 23rd at the Parish Center 
from 4:30-7:30pm. Try our new drive-thru take-out — it’s 
fast, fresh & hot.   

Stations of the Cross  

This year during Lent, Stations of the Cross will be prayed 
in the Church beginning at 7:30pm. This 
will allow diners and workers from the Fish 
Fry to participate. Come and enter into our 
Lord’s passion and prepare spiritually for 
his coming at Easter. Confession will be 
available after 
Stations. 

Feed the Hungry  

Our parish will once again be helping the Community 
Resource Center to fill their shelves. The Second Sunday of 
Lent, February 25th, bags will be distributed for 
parishioners to take home and fill with items requested by 
the CRC. On the Third Sunday of Lent, March 4th, the 
filled bags will be collected during all Masses. Please be as 
generous as you can. 

Operation Rice Bowl 

As we prepare to enter the season of Lent, please remember 
to take home a Catholic Relief Services Rice Bowl and 
calendar. This is an exercise in the pillars of Lent: prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving. The calendar provides daily 
reflections and penances that help to unite with the 
sufferings of our brothers and sisters in Christ around the 
globe. It helps us to learn about their daily lives and offers a 
meatless recipe to aid in Lenten fasting. Rice Bowls will be 
available in the vestibule of the church. 

Lenten Reconciliation  

The season of Lent is the perfect time to reflect upon our 
own lives to see where we need to grow and change in 
order to draw closer to the Lord. The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation offers necessary healing and hope that we 
can someday be in heaven. There will be many more 
additional times to take advantage of this important 
sacrament: Fridays after Stations of the Cross, area Penance 
services, and All-Day Confession at St. Francis of Assisi, 
Ann Arbor. Watch the bulletin for more details.   

Altar Flowers 
for the week of 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4TH 
In Memory of Gerald Damian’s 

Birthday (Feb. 14th) 
 sponsored by his loving wife, 

Claudia 

 

St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

 

 
WEEKLY COLLECTION 
Sunday, January 21, 2017 

Sunday Envelopes ...........$3,706.00 
Loose Cash & Checks ........$266.00 
Welcome Envelopes..............$25.00 
Worldwide Ev. Appeal..........$20.00 

Weekly toward budget.....$4,242.00 
Weekly goal.....................$5,300.00 
Amt. BELOW goal..........$1,058.00 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building and Maintenance ...$25.00 
Utilities ..............................$225.00 
Poor Box ............................$110.26 
Votive Candle Receipts ........$84.00 

Parish  Family  Birthdays 
Feb 3 ........Ron Kohmescher 
Feb 3 ........Aaron Sangster 
Feb 3 ........Susan Walters 
Feb 4.........Deborah Burch 
Feb 4 ........Thomas Burch 
Feb 4 ........Madison Katke 
Feb 5 ........Layla Line 
Feb 7.........Bud Ball 
Feb 7.........Christine Remski 
Feb 8.........Lynn Waldecker 
Feb 10.......Mary Sangster 
Feb 10.......Daniel Selecki 
Feb 11 ........Sonja Rhees 

Amazing 
Greys  

meet each second 
Monday of the month 
after 12:10 pm Mass. 
The next meeting is 

Monday, 
February 12th 

Date: February 24, 2018—10 am – 5 pm 
Location: Our Lady of Fatima —Michigan Center 

www.themanevent.org 


