
 It makes sense that, on this Octave of Easter, we 
should commemorate Divine Mercy. After all, we have just 
celebrated the greatest act of divine mercy toward humankind 
in history. And, by continuing its celebration on the Octave, or 
the eighth day of Easter, the Church is following an old custom 
— older even than Christianity.  

 The Law of Moses commanded that certain major 
feasts would be celebrated for an entire week, and be 
concluded by a special liturgy. For example, the Feast of 
Tabernacles, which comes on the fifteenth day of Tishri 
(late September), began with a sacred assembly, and ended 
with a special water-drawing ceremony in the Temple eight 
days later. Likewise, the feast of Passover began on the 
15th of Nisan (late March or April) and lasted seven days 
as the feast of Unleavened Bread, ending on the octave 
with a special holy day. 

For centuries, the Sunday after Easter was simply 
called Low Sunday, a kind of miniature Easter which ended 
the week of celebration. At the canonization of St. Faustina 
Kowalska, Pope John Paul II specified that this Sunday 
would commemorate God’s Divine Mercy with special 
devotions, including a Holy Hour and recitations of the 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy. 

Why all this attention to Divine Mercy following 
Passiontide?   

In a way, the Divine Mercy devotion is an extension of the 
devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, in which the image of 
Jesus’ heart — pierced, surrounded by a crown of thorns, and 
surmounted by a flame — symbolizes how His love 
demonstrated itself on the cross. The Church celebrates the 
Solemnity of the Sacred Heart nineteen days after Pentecost. 
The Divine Mercy image, commissioned by Jesus through St. 
Faustina, shows how His love and mercy radiate outward from 
His heart upon the whole world. Visually, the white and red 
rays represent the water and blood that came from Jesus’ side 
when His heart was pierced with the lance. The pale ray 
symbolizes the water of baptism, which makes souls righteous; 
the red ray stands for the blood that gives life, and can stand for 
the sacrament of the Eucharist. The caption at the bottom 
indicates our response: Jesus, I trust in You. The point is to 
drive home that the whole Paschal Mystery is an ongoing 
reality; that the gush of blood and water that St. John saw 
coming from Jesus’ side is being poured out on us today, and 
we can claim it. 

Historically, devotion to the Divine Mercy arose in Poland 
just when Poland was most in need of it. According to 
Faustina’s diary, Jesus first showed her this image in 1931. 
Aided by her spiritual director, she had it painted in 1933, 
around the time that Hitler was consolidating his power in 
Germany. Faustina was aware that Poland was in danger, and 
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Special Thanks to Jason Young 
Jason donated his time and carpentry talent to improve the gate to the basement and open the space in the vestibule. 
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For more news and events in the area, please visit 
our website:  stmarymanchester.org 

PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities 

SAT., APRIL 7 SATURDAY IN THE OCTAVE OF EASTER 

8:30 am FIRST SATURDAY Mass: INT: Jesse and 
Jason Johnson, Happy Birthday, Twins 

 [Grandma Patricia Shafer] 

10:00 am-12:00 pm First Communion Retreat—FFH 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT: Anna Muldoon for Health 

and Happiness 
 [John and Tina Doyle and Family]  
 

SUN., APRIL 8 DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY  

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: Frank Tomko 
 [Jeff and Connie Schaffer]  
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People 
Coffee Hour following each Sunday Mass 
1:00 pm Hour of Divine Mercy—Church 

MON., APRIL 9 ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD 

12:10 pm Mass: Joseph Fitzgerald 
 [Jeff and Connie Schaffer]  
1:00 pm Amazing Greys—FFH 
3:30 pm Religious Education—PC 
7:00 pm Evangelization Team Meeting—FFH 
7:00 pm KofC Meeting—PC 
 

TUES., APRIL 10  EASTER WEEKDAY 

8:30 am Mass: Joseph Fitzgerald 
 [Pat Fitzgerald]  
 

WED., APRIL 11 ST. STANISLAUS 

8:30 am Mass: INT: Erin Hawley and the Good Health 
of her Twins  

 [Noreen Burnett]  
4:00 pm Staff Meeting—FFH  
 

THU., APRIL 12 EASTER WEEKDAY 

8:30 am Mass: Bernita Aiuto 
 [Larry and Colleen McNeal]  
 

FRI., APRIL 13 EASTER WEEKDAY/St. Martin 
8:30 am Mass: INT:  Noreen Burnett  
 [Noreen Burnett]    
 

SAT., APRIL 14 EASTER WEEKDAY 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Bernita Aiuto 
 [Doris Eisenhauer]  
 

SUN., APRIL 15 THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER  

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: Gerald Damian 
 [Claudia Damian]  
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People 
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Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/1 
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asked her sisters to pray for the country. And, as we know, World 
War II began with the German invasion of Poland in September, 
1939. 

God’s mercy can sometimes be pretty severe. For six years 
German forces ravaged Poland with the express goal of 
exterminating the entire country. Far from being rescued at the end 
of the war, Poland had to endure another occupier for over forty 
years, a Communist puppet state, whose aim was to stamp out any 
vestige of religious faith. But God’s mercy was not idle during that 
time. Starting within the German occupation and working doggedly 
through the Communist years, Father — then Bishop — then 
Cardinal Karol Wojtyła and many others surrounding him worked 
to preserve Polish culture and to maneuver a hostile government 
into granting the people their desire for God. And when Wojtyła 
became Pope John Paul II, over a period of eleven years the entire 
Communist edifice gradually crumbled and fell. Poland is today one 
of the most solidly Catholic countries in Europe. Her trust in Jesus 
was rewarded. 

We sometimes think that God’s mercy toward us is virtually 
automatic, just part of Christian experience. Much of the good luck 
you and I have is a direct result of God’s mercy in our lives. A 
chance meeting results in an unexpected job opportunity. A notice 
on the prayer chain results in a miraculous cure. A desperate prayer 
for financial help is answered by anonymous donations. Saying, 
“Jesus, I trust in you” is easy. But, as Poland’s story illustrates, 
obtaining mercy can be hard going and involve a strenuous 
determination to claim it. Very often, mercy begins to work in us 
through tragedy, disaster, or loss. A church smug in its faith finds its 
clergy accused of sexual misconduct and realizes the need to repent 
and reform. A man loses his wife and in his grief finds his faith. 
Mercy can be a strict disciplinarian. 

Mercy is not something we can take for granted. The fact that 
God loves us doesn’t mean we can presume on that love, that we’re 
automatically saved. The Latin word for mercy is misericordia, 
which combines Latin words for heart and wretchedness. It means 
an appeal to God from a heart that recognizes its own misery. 
Faustina’s diary records that Jesus frequently reminded her that His 
love for her was infinitely greater than her wretchedness. She wasn’t 
insulted by that, and neither should we be. We’re sinners. Mercy is 
most available to us when we own that. 

Jesus, have mercy on me, a 
sinner, because I trust in 
You!  

Deacon Dennis’ article continued from page 1 

Amazing Greys  
meet each second 

Monday of the month 
after 12:10 pm Mass. 
Please join us for a 
potluck lunch on 

Monday, April 
9th 

NEED HELP? 

ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: Right-to-Life MI Hotline 
1-800-57WOMAN or visit www.optionline.org 

“AA” group meets Fridays & Sundays at 7:00 pm in the 
Emanuel church kitchen. 

“PROJECT RACHEL” (post-abortion reconciliation and 
healing) Call the confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

“COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by Diocese) spiritual 
support group for those struggling with same sex attraction. 

“ENCOURAGE” is a separate support group for the 
families and friends of “Courage” clients.  Call 517-342-2596 

 
”Abortion kills twice. It kills the body of 
the baby and it kills the conscience of 
the mother. Abortion is profoundly anti-
women. Three quarters of its victims are 
women: Half the babies and all the 
mothers."  St. Theresa of Calcutta 

Altar Flowers 
for the week of 

SUNDAY, APRIL 8TH 
Anniversary Remembrance of  

Florence Tomko  
sponsored by Your Loving 
Daughter, Linda McGee 
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Praying for Mercy  

Today is Divine Mercy Sunday. Please join us in the Church 
at 1:00 pm to pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. There will 
also be readings from St. Faustina’s diary. 

Amazing Greys 

Monday, April 9th will be the next gathering of the Amazing 
Greys group. Come for the 12:10 pm Mass and attend the 
potluck luncheon that follows in the Fr. Fisher Hall. 

Feast of the Annunciation 

Monday, April 9th, is also commemorated this year as the 
Solemnity of the Annunciation. This solemn feast is usually 
celebrated on March 25th, but it was moved this year because 
it fell on Palm Sunday. It is not a Holy Day of Obligation, but 

please attend Mass if you are able.  

Choir Rehearsal 

Please mark your calendars, the next Adult Choir rehearsal 
will be Wednesday, April 18th at 7:00 pm in the choir loft. 

Spring Cleaning 

Though the winter seems to be lingering on, it is time to 
think about cleaning the cemetery. Please remove any grave 
decorations no later than Saturday, April 21st.  

 

St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

 

 
WEEKLY COLLECTION 

Sunday, March 25, 2018 
Sunday Envelopes ...........$4,880.00 
Loose Cash & Checks ........$102.63 
Welcome Envelopes ...........$203.00 

Weekly toward budget.....$5,265.63 
Weekly goal.....................$5,300.00 
Amt. BELOW goal...............$34.37 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building and Maintenance .$100.00 
Poor Box..............................$61.28 

Parish  Family  Birthdays 
April 7 ......Timothy Cencer 
April 7 ......Kayla Engel 
April 7 ......Peter Katke 
April 10 ....Edward Sterling 
April 11 ......Jeanine Castillo-Miller 
April 11 ......Nancy Johnson 
April 11 ......Adler Line 
April 13 .....Sandi Szufnar 
 

COFFEE HOUR  
TODAY, APRIL 8TH 

Sponsored by Amazing 
Greys. To be a sponsor, 

contact Fr. 
Bosco.  

Please Pray for:   
Sue and Ed Gardner 

Alexa Gordon 
Sally Irvin 

Betsy Kripas 
Laura—Friend  of Lisa 

Chisnell 
Carol Moretto 

Jeff Nagy 
Heidi O’Neal 

Ryan O’Sullivan 
Cindy Marie Remski 

Dave & Marilyn Rivett 
Kelley Robison 

Shannon Roehm 
Susan Rubal 
Sara Rush 
Lois Vitali 

Betty Walkowe 
Eddie Walz 

Sanctuary 
Lamps  

are burning this week for: 
1) Repose of the soul of  
Linda Sanders 

 (Jim and Marja Warner ) 

Tony Sperendi Retreat at St. Francis Retreat Center. April 
10th - "St. Therese, the Little Flower: A Saint & Message for Our 
Times." Cost is $65 or $55 for seniors includes Mass, lunch, and 
materials. Info and registration at: stfrancis.ws or 517-669-8321  
Marriage Enrichment Opportunity for meaningful time away 
with your spouse. Enrich your marriage and your Catholic faith 
by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend April 
13th-15th in Holly, or April 27th-29th in Troy. Contact Andrew 
& Alaina Wollner at 734-531-9191 for more info and apply 
online at www.wwme.org. 
Seeking Director of Finance for Catholic Social Services of 
Washtenaw County. Full-time, key member of the leadership 
team responsible for planning, implementing, and managing 
organizational fiscal functions. Master’s degree, MBA, or CPA 
preferred. For full ad visit http://csswashtenaw.org/employment-
opportunities/  
Lansing area Annual Senior Day of Reflection - This I Know 
For Sure… Thursday, April 19th at St. Francis Retreat Center, 
DeWitt. Coffee Hour begins at 9:30am the program begins 
at 10:00am, followed by Mass, lunch and a second presentation. 
Seating is limited. Registration and payment of $18 are due 
Wednesday, April 11th. To register, please visit  www.stfrancis.ws 
St. Elizabeth Rosary Altar Society in Tecumseh is sponsoring 
their 12th Annual Mom2Mom Sale Saturday, April 21st in the 
Parish Center 9:00 am-1:00 pm. Table rentals are available for 

$10 each with a large item area available. Refreshments will be 
available. Admission/donation is $1.00 per adult and children 12 
and under are free. Find some great bargains or make some 
money. For more information or table rental, call Nance 
Schlanderer (517) 423-6003 or (517)-281-1051. Or email 
sade541@comcast.net 
Catholic Summer Camp—Looking to spark the faith of your 
children or grandchildren while they have a blast at the same 
time? Check out Camp Sancta Maria located in Gaylord, 
Michigan. We are a Catholic camp that provides fun experiences 
in a technology-free zone (and they won’t even miss their cell 
phones!) while immersed in a faith-filled environment. We offer 
separate camping experiences for boys and girls that include 
daily Mass, horseback riding, swimming, archery, various sports, 
high and low ropes, campfires, crafts and more. Check us out at 
www.CampSanctaMaria.org or call (248) 822-8199.  
Help Your Kids Get Love Right—You and your child are invited 
to a LoveEd workshop on Sunday, April 29th at St. Andrew 
Catholic Church in Saline. The 9-11 year old session will be after 
the 9 AM Mass, from 10:10 AM to 12:10 PM, while the 11-14 
year-old session will be after the 5:30 PM Mass, 6:45-8:45 PM. 
Register at www.StAndrewSaline.org/Family If you have  any 
questions, please contact Dominic Bruno 734-429-1152 or 
grow@standrewsaline.org,  

A R E A  N E W S  

P A R I S H  N E W S  


