
Rejoice! Five children received First Holy Communion on 
Sunday, May 6th during 10:30 am Mass. Mark Nashif, 
Eden Bourland, Brennan Woods, Elle Woods and Adler 
Line. Let us pray for these children and their families as 
they continue to grow in holiness together. 

T oday is the 7th and the last Sunday of the Easter 
Season, the feast of “The Ascension of the Lord.” In 

each of the Synoptic Gospels is the end scene of Jesus' earthly 
life, in which He finally takes leave of His disciples. But there 
are important similarities and differences between Lk-Acts on 
one hand and Mt-Mk on the other: In Lk-Acts the Ascension 
takes place in Bethany, near Jerusalem, whereas in Mt-Mk it 
takes place in Galilee. However, both agree that it takes place 
on a mountain. In Lk-Acts the Ascension happens 40 days after 
the Resurrection, during which Jesus repeatedly appears to His 
disciples. But in Mt-Mk there is no indication of the time-
period between the Resurrection and the Ascension. The above 
discrepancies, however, show that the Evangelists are not 
actually aiming at the historical details of the Ascension, but are 
more concerned about giving a message of hope of our 
glorification and of the task of carrying forward the mission of 
Jesus. 

Today we celebrate a great truth of our creed,  that “He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.” The Ascension means that Jesus has gone before us — 
to open up the gates of heaven for us so that we can conquer sin 
and death! The Ascension means that we can live now every 
day with the hope of heaven. Knowing that where Jesus has 

gone, we can follow — into the highest heavens! This is the 
beautiful truth we celebrate today. His Ascension is also the 
start of our mission, the mission that Jesus gave to His Church! 
So this week and the next there are many young people 
celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation, the sacrament of 
Christian mission. Confirmation makes us apostles. As God the 
Father sent Him, Jesus sends each of us out into the world to 
continue His mission. He sends us to redeem that little part of 
the world that we live in — our homes, the places where we 
work, our neighborhoods. He sends us to help our loved ones 
and the people we meet every day get to heaven. So let’s reflect 
on our readings for this great solemnity, and ask ourselves what 
God is saying to us through His holy Word. Our first reading 
today tells us that these forty days after Easter were a time of 
preparation. Jesus was getting His Church ready for her mission 
— to go out into the whole world and proclaim the Kingdom of 
God. We know the apostles were scared and they must’ve felt 
ashamed because they had all abandoned Him on the night He 
was betrayed. So Jesus needed to reassure them. He needed to 
teach them why it all had to happen. We know that He 
interpreted the Scriptures for them so they could understand 
why it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and die. We know 
also that He needed to prove to them that He was really alive! 
So that’s what He was doing these past forty days. 
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities 

SAT., MAY 12 EASTER WEEKDAY/BVM/Sts. Nereus, Achillieus 
and Pancras 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession  
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT:  Erin Hawley and the Good 

Health of her Twins 
 [Noreen Burnett]    
 

SUN., MAY 13 ASCENSION OF THE LORD  

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: Joseph Fitzgerald a 

Birthday Remembrance 
 [His Wife and Family] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People 
Mother’s Day Breakfast following each Sunday Mass 

MON., MAY 14 ST. MATTHIAS 

12:10 pm Mass: Florence Hnizdor a Birthday 
Remembrance 

 [Her Daughter, Donna Hnizdor] 
1:00 pm Amazing Greys—FFH 
3:30 pm Religious Education—PC 
7:00 pm Evangelization Team Meeting—FFH 
7:00pm KofC Meeting– PC 
 

TUES., MAY 15 EASTER WEEKDAY/St. Isidore 

8:30 am Mass: Richard Krzyzaniak 
 [His Family] 
 

WED., MAY 16 EASTER WEEKDAY 

8:30 am Mass: Bishop Alexander Zaleski, 2nd 
Bishop of the Diocese of Lansing 

7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal—Choir Loft 
 

THU., MAY 17 EASTER WEEKDAY  
8:30 am Mass: Joseph Fitzgerald, 1st Anniversary  
 [His Wife and Family] 
 

FRI., MAY 18 EASTER WEEKDAY/St. John I 
8:30 am Mass: INT:  Bernadette Johnson, Happy 

Birthday from your Mom  
 [Patricia Shafer] 
 

SAT., MAY 19 EASTER WEEKDAY/BVM 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession  
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT:  Emily Kwolek, Happy 

Birthday 
 [Bill and Sandi Kwolek]    

6:00 pm Confirmation Retreat—FFH 
 
 
 

SUN., MAY 20 PENTECOST SUNDAY  

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: Christine Marie Hessling 
 [The Hessling Family] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People 

Acts 18:23-28/Jn 
16:23b-28 (296) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acts 1:1-11/Eph 1:17-
23 or Eph 4:1-13 or 
4:1-7, 11-13/Mk 
16:15-20 (58) Pss Prop    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Jn 
15:9-17 (564) Pss Prop  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acts 20:17-27/Jn 17:1-
11a (298)  
 
 
 
 
 

Acts 20:28-38/Jn 
17:11b-19 (299)   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Jn 
17:20-26 (300)      
   
 
 
 

Acts 25:13b-21/Jn 
21:15-19 (301)      
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acts 28:16-20, 30-
31/Jn 21:20-25 (302) 
Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 
19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 
37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-
5/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 
7:37-39 (62)  
 
 
 

Acts 2:1-11/1 Cor 
12:3b-7, 12-13 or Gal 
5:16-25/Jn 20:19-23 or 
Jn 15:26-27; 16:12-15 
(63) Pss Prop  

Then, on the day of the Ascension, He led them all out to the 
Mount of Olives. But the Ascension does not mean a farewell. This 
is the mystery of the Church! With His Ascension, the earthly 
mission of Jesus ends. That’s true. But the mission of His Spirit and 
His Church begins. His Ascension is our mission. Jesus tells us: 
“You will be my witnesses!” Witnesses to what? Witnesses to Him. 
To His Resurrection. That’s what our Baptism means. That’s what 
this Confirmation is all about. His Holy Spirit comes upon you with 
power. To strengthen you for your mission in His Church. To be 
His apostles. To be His witnesses. 

To conclude, the feast of “The Ascension of the Lord” is the 
hope of our glorification and a guarantee to meet our Lord in 
heaven. It is a reminder of our salvation, a reminder that our true 
home is in heaven. So, today, we are challenged to look beyond this 
world to the destiny which we are to share with Christ in heaven. 
Thus, this world can only be a place of temporary refuge; a world of 
passage and not a world of permanence. Moreover, this feast of the 
Ascension is also a reminder for all of us, not just of what awaits us 
when we die, but also what we need to do while still living on earth. 
Jesus before His Ascension commissioned His disciples, and us too, 
to be His witnesses and carry out His mission to the ends of the 
earth till His return. A big task indeed. But before we can proclaim 
Jesus to others, our first task is to make sure that we make Jesus the 
Lord of our own hearts. We have to make time to become more and 
more like Christ in everything. Then we can proclaim the Good 
News to others not only through our words and deeds, but also 
through our lives, so that Jesus will also reign in their hearts and one 
day we all will be with Him in heaven. And this is the Good News 
of today.     

Fr. Bosco’s article continued from page 1 

Please Pray for:   
Bonnie Bernard 

Al (Junior) Cowhy 

Rosemary Hamilton 
Herman Hessling 

Betsy Kripas 
Isabelle Money 

Jeff Nagy 
Susan Rubal 

Connie Schaffer 
Betty Walkowe 

Eddie Walz 
Repose of the Soul of:   

+Frank Niemczewski  

Plant and Rummage Sale at Manchester United Methodist 
Church, 501 Ann Arbor Street on Friday, May 25th, 7:00 am-6:00 
pm, and Saturday, May 26th, 9:00 am-3:00 pm. There will be a 
wide variety of 'treasures' to choose from. All items are sold for 
donations. There will be a Plant & Garden Sale on until sold out. 
All plants and garden items will be priced. Complimentary coffee 
will be available while browsing. 

AREA NEWS 

NEED HELP? 

ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: Right-to-Life MI Hotline 1-800-
57WOMAN or visit www.optionline.org 

“AA” group meets Fridays & Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emanuel Church 
kitchen. 

“PROJECT RACHEL” (post-abortion reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

“COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support group 
for those struggling with same sex attraction. 

“ENCOURAGE” is a separate support group for the families and friends 
of “Courage” clients.  Call 517-342-2596 

2018 DSA Prayer 
Loving and gracious God, we praise you and we thank you for 
the bountiful gifts that you have bestowed upon us. 
Instill in us the courage to “Go and Announce the Gospel of the 
Lord.” 
Help us to understand that we are called to discipleship, to 
grow actively in faith and to go and share the good news with 
the world. 
Please bless our unified efforts and help us to bring Christ’s love 
to all we encounter. 
Give us the grace to be generous in our support of the Diocesan 
Services Appeal, so that we may faithfully participate as 
missionary disciples in the work of Your Holy Church.  Amen. 



Altar Flowers 
for the week of 

SUNDAY, MAY 13TH 
Joseph and Helen Germek 

sponsored by  
Kathy and Martin Brogley 
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Shirt Sales  

Beginning on Saturday, May 12th, the St. Mary's Evangelization Team is hosting a parish 
shirt sale. Shirts can be worn for church events such as the Ice Cream Social, Rummage 
Sale, Parish Picnic, Farmer's Market, Diocesan Events, and more. Please make checks 
payable to SteeleGrafix. You can order online (a link is on the parish website), or you can 
order with the paper bulletin insert form and drop it in the collection basket. Forms are due 
by Sunday, May 27th. All proceeds from the shirt sales will be used to support the 
Evangelization Team. 

Prayers for Our Confirmation Candidates  

Please pray for our Confirmation Candidates as they make their Confirmation at the 
Lansing Cathedral on Sunday, May 20th: Anthony Bargardi, Libbey Burch, Javi Castillo-
Miller, Megan Dobis, Brigid Doyle, Celeste Sangster. Thank you!   

Parish Movie Event 

St. Mary's is presenting a documentary movie that focuses on the healing ministry of Fr. 
Matthias Thelen, of our diocese, on Sunday, May 20th at 1:00 p.m. in the Fr. Fisher Hall. 
Admission is free. The movie shows actual healings as they occur; so if you want to see 
miracles, come join us.  

Bible Study 

This month, we begin a study of St. Paul's letter to the Romans. We will meet in the Fr. 
Fisher Hall on Monday, May 21st at 7:15 pm. Please bring your Bible, your curiosity, and 
a friend or two. 

Sponsor Altar Flowers  

A reminder that we have the opportunity each weekend to sponsor the flowers on the Altar. 
There is a minimum donation of $40, and the flowers can be in memory of a loved one, for 
the intentions of or to honor someone, or for a special occasion. A sign-up sheet is in the 
main vestibule with dates available in May. Or contact the parish office for more 
information. 

Make your Gift Today! 

The Diocesan Services Appeal is well underway. So far we have reached 36% of our parish 
goal. If you have not yet made a gift or a pledge, please do so today. Gift envelopes are 
available in church or the parish office. You may submit your gift online at 
www.dioceseoflansing.org/dsa. Your DSA gift will support the vital services and ministries 
that help bring the love of Christ to all we encounter. 

Made for Happiness  

Save the Date on your personal calendar for the Diocesan 
Made for Happiness Assembly on Saturday, Sept. 22nd, at 
the Breslin Center in East Lansing. Much more information 
to come. (Note: there will be no Saturday Masses that day, at 
the Bishop's request.) 

For more news and events in the area, please visit our website:  stmarymanchester.org 

 

St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

 

 
WEEKLY COLLECTION 

Sunday, April 29, 2018 
Sunday Envelopes ...........$5,421.00 
Loose Cash & Checks ........$282.00 
Welcome Envelopes ...........$148.00 
Fuel........................................$1.00 

Weekly toward budget.....$5,852.00 
Weekly goal.....................$5,300.00 
Amt. ABOVE goal .............$552.00  

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building and Maintenance ...$90.00 
Poor Box..............................$28.76 
Votive Candles .....................$64.00 

Parish  Family  Birthdays 
May 12 .....William Emmons 
May 13 .....Karen McNamara 
May 14 .....Brandon Davila 
May 14 .....David Roberts 
May 14 .....Austin Sangster 
May 15 .....Alyssa Davila 
May 15 .....Alexis Punches 
May 15 .....Aileen Rohwer 
May 16 ..... Zoe Shurtliff 
May 18 ..... Ethel Fahey 
May 19 .....Benjamin Dahl 
May 19 ..... Steven Dettling 

Amazing Greys  
meet each second 

Monday of the month 
after 12:10 pm Mass. 
Please join us for a 
potluck lunch on 

Monday, May 
14th 

MOTHER’S DAY 
BREAKFAST 

TODAY, MAY 13TH 
Sponsored by 

Knights of 
Columbus.  

Pray the Rosary  
30 minutes before each weekend 

Mass throughout the  

Month of May 

Intention May 12-13th 
For mothers, both living 

and deceased, for all of 
the guidance they have 

given us. 

Sanctuary 
Lamps  

are burning this week for: 
1) Joseph and Helen 

Germek 
 (Kathy and Martin Brogley) 

2) Happy Birthday 
Bernadette 

 (Mom, Patricia Shafer)  

P A R I S H  N E W S  


