
In  comparing the Kingdom of God to a tiny mustard 
seed, Jesus was using a powerful illustration. 

While the mustard seed is not the smallest seed known to 
man, it was the smallest seed planted in the gardens of Jesus’ 
day. When Jesus began to speak, He didn’t compare the 
Kingdom of God to a high mountain, a mighty river or even a 
majestic oak. Jesus compared the Kingdom of God to a tiny 
mustard seed! Jesus uses the image of something small to 
teach us about something larger than we can comprehend. 

What can mustard seeds teach us about the kingdom of 
God? The Message of The Mighty Mustard Seed is the 
humble beginning of Christianity that has produced amazing 
results throughout the centuries, the tiny mustard seed 
literally grew to be a tree which attracted numerous birds 
because they loved the little black mustard seed it produced. 
It starts from the smallest beginnings in the hearts of men and 
women who are receptive to God's word. And it works 
unseen and causes a transformation from within. 

Let us look into the tiny seed, Jesus Christ Himself. Jesus 
was born in the tiny town of Bethlehem in poverty, He was 
reared in Galilee, and no one believed that a man of God 

could come from there. He was raised in Nazareth. The 
inhabitants of that city were considered to be wicked and 
worldly by the Jews. He had no money. He had no support 
from the religious leaders of the day. His followers were, for 
the most part, the dregs of society. His own people rejected 
Him. The Romans eventually nailed Him to a cross and 
buried Him in a tomb. His followers preached His 
resurrection, but most people ignored their message and 
considered them fools for following a dead man. Even the 
Lord’s message was hard to swallow. For some it still is! 
After all, Jesus said to “get,” you have to give away what you 
have. He told people to love their enemies. He counseled men 
to turn the other cheek. He spoke of walking the second mile; 
succeeding through serving and denying self. There is no 
question that the Kingdom of our Lord was just like that tiny, 
insignificant mustard seed in the beginning. No one could see 
what the tiny seed Jesus was sowing would become! This is a 
picture of the amazing growth of the Kingdom of God. When 
the seed was planted in ancient Israel, the prospects for 
success seemed far away. In the beginning there was just 
Jesus and a few ragtag followers. His followers consisted of 

On Wednesday, June 6th, the Parish family gathered to meet Bishop Joseph Karikkassery of the Diocese of Kottapuram, Fr. Bosco’s home 
diocese. A potluck meal was shared and Fr. Paul Thomas, Director of the Office of Outreach, gave a presentation on the work being done in the 
Diocese to assist those in need. On Sunday, June 10th graduates from the class of 2018 were given special recognition during 8:30 am Mass. A 
special breakfast was served in their honor in the Fr. Fisher Hall. Congratulations to Skylyr Zink, Samantha Kominars, Taylor Ebersberger, Elise 
Kueffner, Claudia Walz and Dominic Bargardi.  Missionary priest Fr. Ramiro Reyes, MXY (right, center) celebrated Mass. 
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For more news and events in the area, please visit our 
website:  stmarymanchester.org 

PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities 

SAT., JUNE 16 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/BVM 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession  
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: William Boyd, a Father’s Day 

Remembrance 
 [The Boyd Family] 
 

SUN., JUNE 17 ELEVENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: Christine Marie Hessling 
 [The Hessling Family] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People 

MON., JUNE 18 ORDINARY WEEKDAY  
No Mass Today in Manchester 
7:15 pm Bible Study—FFH 
 

TUES., JUNE 19 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/St. Romauld 

8:30 am Mass: Richard Krzyzaniak 
 [The Krzyzaniak Family] 
 

WED., JUNE 20 ORDINARY WEEKDAY 

8:30 am Mass: Bernita Aiuto 
 [Eddie and Judy Walz] 
 

THU., JUNE 21 ST. ALOYSIUS GONZAGA  
8:30 am Mass: Frank Tomko 
 [Shirley Krzyzaniak] 
7:00 pm Ice Cream Social Meeting—FFH  
 

FRI., JUNE 22 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/Sts. Paulinus of Nola,  
   John Fisher and Thomas More 

8:30 am Mass:  Bernita Aiuto 
 [Manchester Recycling Co.] 
 
 

SAT., JUNE 23 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/BVM 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession  
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT: Bill &Sandi Kwolek, their 

47th Wedding Anniversary 
 [The Kwolek Family] 
 

SUN., JUNE 24 THE NATIVITY OF ST. JOHN BAPTIST  

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: Rita and  Brodie O’Dowd 
 [The Burnett Family] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People 
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some uneducated fishermen, a few revolutionaries, some women 
and a traitor. By the time the Day of Pentecost came around, there 
were still just 120 devoted followers of the Lord, Acts 1:15. 

On that day something amazing took place! Over 3,000 
people came to faith in Christ, Acts 2:41. A short time later 
another 5,000 came to believe at one time, Acts 4:4. This 
amazing growth has continued down to this day. Who but God 
knows the true count of the souls that have been saved from sin 
and damnation?  Everywhere the Gospel seed has been planted, 
souls have been saved and lives have been changed. The church 
has continued to grow and the Kingdom of God on earth has 
continued to expand. There will come a day when a vast 
multitude that cannot be numbered will stand before the Lord in 
Heaven and praise Him for saving them by His grace, Rev. 7:9. 

God has a way of bringing great things out of humble 
beginnings. Look at David in the Old Testament. He was a 
mustard seed. He was the youngest son in a family of eight boys. 
He was ignored and given the job no one else in the family 
wanted, taking care of the sheep. God took this mustard seed 
and made a giant king out of his life. Consider Gideon! He was a 
mustard seed too. He was from the smallest family in the 
smallest tribe in the nation of Israel. God took Gideon and used 
him as a great military leader. 

Dear brothers and sisters, let’s take a look at ourselves 
nurtured by the body and blood of Christ. We must grow so that 
others can find peace and joy in Christ. In the shadow of that 
plant the birds found shelter from the storms; rest from their 
weariness and shade from the heat of the sun, food for the 
hungry soul, a new and better life. Let us thank God for the 
blessings we find in Jesus.     

Fr. Bosco’s article continued from page 1 

Please Pray for:   
Bonnie Barnard 

Rosemary Hamilton 
Betsy Kripas 

Kathy Shelton 
Betty Walkowe 

Eddie Walz 
Cindy Willis 
Mitchell Zink 

Repose of the Soul of:   
+Elizabeth Dahl MacGregor 

+Joseph Michael Prevost 

AREA NEWS 

NEED HELP? 

ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: Right-to-Life MI Hotline 1-800-
57WOMAN or visit www.optionline.org 

“AA” group meets Fridays & Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emanuel Church 
kitchen. 

“PROJECT RACHEL” (post-abortion reconciliation and healing) Call 
the confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or email 
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

“COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support group 
for those struggling with same sex attraction. 

“ENCOURAGE” is a separate support group for the families and friends 
of “Courage” clients.  Call 517-342-2596 

Input Sought: The public is encouraged to attend the final 
listening session and meeting of the Diocese of Lansing Task 
Force on Race and Catholic Schools at 5:00pm, Wednesday, 
June 20th at St. Thomas Aquinas , 955 Alton Road, E. Lansing.  
Save the Date! Sharon United Methodist Church will be hosting 
their annual Ice Cream Social on Wednesday, June 27th from 
5:00-7:30 pm.  
Bricks 4Kidz will be offered at Emmanuel Church of Christ July 
30th-August 3rd for kindergarten through 6th graders with 
special models for middle-schoolers. The morning sessions are 
themed Transformation Creations and will run from 9 am to 
noon. The afternoon sessions will run from 1 to 4 pm and will be 
themed LEGO Brick City Camp. The camp is $95.00 for half day 
or $125.00 for both morning and afternoon sessions. For the 
Early Bird discount use code 5522F5A76F0D6 Register online 
at WWW.BRICKS4KIDZ.COM/390 or contact Eugene Blair by 
phone 734-748-6039 or email eblair@bricks4kidz.com. 
Career Opportunity with the Knights of Columbus as a Field 
Agent in their insurance program. A complete benefits package 
is offered for this full-time position. Must be eligible to be a KofC 
member to apply. Contact Jack Jerzewski, General Agent, 810-
580-1914 or Jack.Jerzewski@KofC.org 



Delivery of Parish Shirts   

Parish Shirts will be available for pick up during the Masses this weekend, Saturday, June 
16th and Sunday, June 17th.  The Evangelization Team extends its gratitude to everyone 
who helped to make this first shirt sale such a huge success!  

Ice Cream Social Planning Underway 

Please take note of the schedule of ICS meetings before the event. All meetings are on 
Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm in the Fr. Fisher Hall. We are still in need of committee 
leaders. The next meeting is June 21st. Then....June 28th, July 12th, 19th. God bless you 
all for your undeniable support in making our ICS a great success as usual.  

Sponsor Altar Flowers  

A reminder that we have the opportunity each weekend to sponsor the flowers on the Altar. 
There is a minimum donation of $40. Contact the parish office. 

Donate Today to the DSA! 

We are at 70% of our parish goal. If you have not yet made a gift or a pledge, please use 
the gift envelopes available in church or the parish office. You may submit your gift online 
at www.dioceseoflansing.org/dsa.  

VBS Needs You! 

Vacation Bible School is planned for July 16-19th at Manchester United Methodist 
Church. Many volunteers will be needed to make the event a success.  This year dinner will 
be served to the students and volunteers beginning at 5:30 pm. Watch for more details 
about signing up your children and volunteer sign-ups. Please contact Karin Villarreal for 
more information or to volunteer at stmarymanchester.dre@gmail.com 

Small Cross . . . Powerful Message    

The Knights of Columbus strive to spread the fellowship of Christianity throughout our 
community. For years, we have been successfully helping homeowners spread Christianity 
in our area by placing simple white crosses in their yards. These crosses are visible signs, to 
everyone who passes our way, of our faith in Jesus. The Knights continue to make these 
crosses; and for a $5 donation you can get yours at the Flower Garden in Manchester. 
Thank you for your support! 

Please Note   

During the summer months there will be no 
Mass on Monday in Manchester. The regular 
Mass schedule will resume in September.  

Made for Happiness  

Register Today for the September 22nd “Made 
for Happiness” Diocesan Assembly. The day will 
begin at 9:00 am with an outdoor Eucharistic 
Procession from St. Mary Cathedral in Lansing. The Assembly Gathering will feature 
inspiring talks given by Fr. Mike Schmitz, Deacon Larry Oney, Jennifer Fulwiler, and 
emceed by Fr. Joe Krupp beginning at 1:00 pm. At 4:30 pm, the Assembly will close with a 
celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass offered by Bishop Boyea with nearly all the 
clergy of the diocese.  REGISTER EARLY! Admission is FREE, but space at the Breslin 
Center is limited:  MADEFORHAPPINESS.ORG (Note: there will be no Saturday Masses 
that day, at the Bishop's request.) 

Raffle Tickets for Sale   

Raffle tickets are still available for the Ice Cream Social drawing. Contact Tom Burch to 
get yours. 

Altar Flowers 
for the week of 

SUNDAY, JUNE 17TH 
For the intentions of the 

Fitzgerald Family 
Sponsored by  
Pat Fitzgerald 
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WEEKLY COLLECTION 

Sunday, June 3, 2018 
Sunday Envelopes ...........$5,177.00 
Loose Cash & Checks ........$465.00 
Welcome Envelopes .............$58.00 

Weekly toward budget.....$5,700.00 
Weekly goal.....................$5,300.00 
Amt. ABOVE goal .............$400.00  

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building and Maintenance .$380.00 
E-Giving.............................$455.60 
CRS(Bishop Overseas).........$20.00 
Poor Box ..............................$12.73 
Votive Candles .....................$63.00 

Parish  Family  Birthdays 
June 16..... Diane Rickert 
June 17 ..... June Faubion 
June 17 ..... Mary Jean Riley 
June 17 ..... Matthew Stace 
June 19..... Tim McConnell 
June 19..... Janet Shurtliff 
June 20 ... Mary Nashif 
June 24.... Dolores Bauer 

Sanctuary 
Lamps  

are burning this week for: 
1)  Herman Coval  

 (Jim and Marja Warner) 
2) Repose of the soul of 

 Elizabeth Dahl MacGregor 
 (Jim and Marja Warner) 

P A R I S H  N E W S  


