
Luke  devotes a significant portion of his Gospel to 
the conception and birth of two boys. The 

reason he does so is because both mothers conceived these boys 
in unusual ways. Elizabeth conceived her son John when she was 
old and well beyond the age of bearing children. And Mary 
conceived her son Jesus when she was a young teenager without 
the intervention of a human father. Both boys were given to their 
mothers by the promise of God. Luke set out to write an orderly 
account concerning the things regarding the life and ministry of 
Jesus Christ. He understood that in the Old Testament God had 
promised His people that He would send them a Savior, 
someone who would deliver them from their sins. But for four 
hundred years God had been silent. There had been no word or 
no action from God. Then, without warning, God sent His angel 
Gabriel to Zechariah while he was serving in the Temple in 
Jerusalem. Gabriel told Zechariah that God was going to give 
him and his barren old wife Elizabeth a son who would be the 
forerunner to the Savior. And Zechariah’s son would be the 
messenger, the Savior’s forerunner, the one who would 
announce His arrival. 

The Gospel reading we heard today ended, “The child – 
John – grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the 
wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to Israel.” “He 
became strong in spirit” – that is the crucial phrase because that 
is what enabled John to face the uncertain future. St. John the 
Baptist was a unique man. He is rightly called the last of the Old 
Testament prophets. He is the last one to preach the Gospel 
before the Savior came. John is also the first of the New 
Testament preachers. His calling was to point out Christ for the 
world and to identify, for the people, the man who is God in the 
Flesh, Jesus, the Son of God, the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world. The most important thing was that he 
pointed to Christ. He pointed to the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world. He did this in fulfillment of his father's 
words: "You, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most 
High, for you will go before the Lord to prepare His way; to give 
His people knowledge of salvation, by the forgiveness of their 
sins," (Lk 1:76-77). 

Dear brothers and sisters, follow the finger of John the 
Baptist! See to Whom it points. For we, are called to point our 
fingers. But, like John, our finger isn't here to point out your sins 

The Evangelization Team announces that the Parish t-shirts have 
been delivered. Please contact the office if you did not get your 
order last weekend. If you forgot to place your order no need to 
worry, extras were ordered and you can purchase one at the 
upcoming Ice Cream Social. Many sizes are available including 
youth sizes. There are also polo shirts and sweatshirts available. 

Volunteer sign-up for the Ice Cream Social is underway. Please sign 
up early so that team captains can begin scheduling work sessions 
for the respective tasks. If you have any questions, contact Susan 
Fielder. The sign-up sheets will be available after each Mass for the 
next few weeks. Please be generous with your time and talents. 

Reverend Fr. Bosco Padamattummal, Administrator 
Deacon Dennis Walters 

210 West Main Street, Manchester, MI 48158 
Phone: (734) 428-8811 

Email: stmarymanchester@gmail.com 
Website: stmarymanchester.org 

WEEKEND MASSES:  
Saturday 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:30 am and 10:30 am 

Sancta Maria, 
Ora Pro Nobis 
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“Imitate St. John the Baptist, Point your Life to Christ!”  Fr. Bosco Padamattummal 
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For more news and events in the area, please visit our website:  
stmarymanchester.org 

PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities 

SAT., JUNE 23 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/BVM 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession  
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT: Bill &Sandi Kwolek, their 

47th Wedding Anniversary 
 [The Kwolek Family] 
 

SUN., JUNE 24 THE NATIVITY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST  

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: Rita and  Brodie O’Dowd 
 [The Burnett Family] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People 

MON., JUNE  25 ORDINARY WEEKDAY  
No Mass Today in Manchester 
7:00 pm Evangelization Team Meeting—FFH 
 

TUES., JUNE 26 ORDINARY WEEKDAY 

8:30 am Mass: Herman Coval 
 [The Little Family of Arizona] 
 
 

WED., JUNE 27 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/St. Cyril of Alexandria 

8:30 am Mass: Gerald Damian, First Anniversary 
Remembrance 

 [Claudia Damian] 
 

THU., JUNE 28 ST. IRENAEUS  
8:30 am Mass: Bernita Aiuto 
 [Dennis and Debbie Herrst] 
7:00 pm Ice Cream Social Meeting—FFH  
 

FRI., JUNE 29 STS. PETER AND PAUL 
8:30 am Mass:  Anita Dubois 
 [Burnett Family] 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAT., JUNE 30 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/BVM/First Martyrs of the 
 Holy Roman Church 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession  
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Bernita Aiuto 
 [Alan and Eileen Augustine] 
 

SUN., JULY 1 THIRTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: Frank Tomko 
 [Shirley Krzyzaniak] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People 

2 Chr 24:17-25/Mt 
6:24-34 (370)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vigil: Jer 1:4-10/1 Pt 
1:8-12/Lk 1:5-17 (586)  
Day: Is 49:1-6/Acts 
13:22-26/Lk 1:57-66, 
80 (587) Pss Prop 
 
 
 
 

2 Kgs 17:5-8,13-15a, 
18/Mt 7:1-5(371) Pss IV  
    
 
 
 

2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 
31-35a, 36/Mt 7:6,12-14 
(372)  
 
 
 
 

2 Kgs 22:8-13; 23:1-
3/Mt 7:15-20 (373)   
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Kgs 24:8-17/Mt 7:21-
29 (374)        
   
 
 
 
 
 

Vigil: Acts 3:1-10/Gal 
1:11-20/Jn 21:15-19 
(590)Day: Acts 12:1-11/2 
Tm 4:6-8, 17-18/Mt 
16:13-19 (591) Pss Prop  
 
 
 
 
 

Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-
19/Mt 8:5-17 (376)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wis 1:13-15; 2:23-
24/2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13-
15/Mk 5:21-43 or 
5:21-24, 35b-43 (98) 
Pss I  

for condemnation or to point you to the sins of others. Our finger 
is to point where John's pointed: to the Lamb of God,  to Christ 
and His life and the salvation He offers. Today we remember the 
Nativity, the birth of St. John the Baptist – not for his sake, but 
for ours – to recall that he was the one born into this world to 
identify the Christ for us. John the Baptist points to Jesus. And 
by pointing to Jesus, John has identified for us the one Source of 
all of our hope and comfort and peace and life and joy. John 
brings God's people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness 
of our sins. That is salvation: the forgiveness of sins. 

John was born to point to the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world. Let John and every preacher do this 
faithfully. Then you will always be directed to the Savior who 
takes away your sins. Let us direct our friends and family 
pointing to the Altar, to the Baptismal Font, to the Scriptures, to 
the preaching and absolving. There is Christ, just as John has 
shown us. Praise be to God for the birth of St. John the Baptist! 
Praise God for St. John's finger, for it points us to our Savior, 
Jesus Christ the Lamb of God who has taken away our sins. 
Happy Nativity of St. John the Baptist Day! Amen.     

Fr. Bosco’s article continued from page 1 

Please Pray for:   
Bonnie Barnard 

Rosemary Hamilton 
Betsy Kripas 

Betty Walkowe 
Eddie Walz 

Cindy Willis 
Mitchell Zink 

Repose of the Soul of:   
+Elizabeth Dahl MacGregor 

+Joseph Michael Prevost 

AREA NEWS 

NEED HELP? 

ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: Right-to-Life MI Hotline 1-800-
57WOMAN or visit www.optionline.org 

“AA” group meets Fridays & Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emanuel Church 
kitchen. 

“PROJECT RACHEL” (post-abortion reconciliation and healing) Call 
the confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or email 
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

“COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support group 
for those struggling with same sex attraction. 

“ENCOURAGE” is a separate support group for the families and friends 
of “Courage” clients.  Call 517-342-2596 

2018-2019 School Year Classical Education Welcome Forum 
at St. Thomas the Apostle School--Learn more about the 
classical education movement, meet our faculty, review the St. 
Thomas Catholic Classical/Liberal Arts curriculum, view 
curriculum samples, enjoy dessert and refreshments while 
meeting with other families seeking a classical education for 
their children.  Wednesday, June 27th from 6:30 to 8:00 pm in 
the St. Thomas Parish Hall. Childcare will be available. Please call 
734-769-0911 for more information.   
Save the Date! Sharon United Methodist Church will be hosting 
their annual Ice Cream Social on Wednesday, June 27th from 
5:00-7:30 pm.  
Natural Family Planning: Good for the Body, Great for the 
Soul!” Learn about the benefits of Natural Family Planning (NFP) 
as you plan your family in harmony with nature and God’s plan 
for married love. NFP is effective, wholesome, and healthy! A 3-
part series will be offered at St. Joe Mercy Women’s Health 
Center, Ypsilanti beginning Thursday, June 28th. Register 
at www.ccli.org or contact teaching couple Julia and John Hoving 
for more information (989) 272-6981. Financial aid available!  
Bricks 4Kidz will be offered at Emmanuel Church of Christ July 
30th-August 3rd for kindergarten through 6th graders with 
special models for middle-schoolers. The morning sessions are 
themed Transformation Creations and will run from 9 am to 
noon. The afternoon sessions will run from 1 to 4 pm and will be 
themed LEGO Brick City Camp. The camp is $95.00 for half day 
or $125.00 for both morning and afternoon sessions. For the 
Early Bird discount use code 5522F5A76F0D6 Register online 
at WWW.BRICKS4KIDZ.COM/390 or contact Eugene Blair by 
phone 734-748-6039 or email eblair@bricks4kidz.com. 



Ice Cream Social Planning Underway 

Please take note of the schedule of ICS meetings before the event. All meetings are on 
Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm in the Fr. Fisher Hall. We are still in need of committee 
leaders. The next meeting is June 28th. Then....July 12th, 19th. God bless you all for your 
undeniable support in making our ICS a great success as usual.  

Please note  

Starting 7:00 am on Tuesday, June 26th, repaving work will begin on Madison St. which 
runs in back of the church and rectory. Please do not park in back of the church or rectory 
for the remainder of the week when attending daily Mass or visiting the Parish Office. The 
paving company anticipates that work will be finished by Friday, June 29th.  

Peter’s Pence Collection  

Next week will be the Peter's Pence Collection which provides Pope Francis with the funds 
he needs to carry out his charitable works around the world. The proceeds benefit our 
brothers and sisters on the margins of society; including victims of war, oppression, and 
disasters. Please be generous. For more information, visit www.usccb.org/peters-pence.  

Sponsor Altar Flowers  

A reminder that we have the opportunity each weekend to sponsor the flowers on the Altar. 
There is a minimum donation of $40. Contact the parish office. 

Donate Today to the DSA! 

We are at 73% of our parish goal. If you have not yet made a gift or a pledge, please use 
the gift envelopes available in church or the parish office. You may submit your gift online 
at www.dioceseoflansing.org/dsa.  

VBS Needs You! 

Vacation Bible School is planned for July 16-19th at Manchester United Methodist 
Church. Many volunteers will be needed to make the event a success.  This year dinner will 
be served to the students and volunteers beginning at 5:30 pm. Watch for more details 
about signing up your children and volunteer sign-ups. Please contact Karin Villarreal for 
more information or to volunteer at stmarymanchester.dre@gmail.com 

Small Cross . . . Powerful Message    

The Knights of Columbus strive to spread the fellowship of Christianity throughout our 
community. For years, we have been successfully helping homeowners spread Christianity 
in our area by placing simple white crosses in their yards. These crosses are visible signs, to 
everyone who passes our way, of our faith in Jesus. The Knights continue to make these 
crosses; and for a $5 donation you can get yours at the Flower Garden in Manchester.  

Made for Happiness  

Register Today for the September 22nd “Made for Happiness” Diocesan Assembly. The 
day will begin at 9:00 am with an outdoor Eucharistic Procession from St. Mary Cathedral 
in Lansing. The Assembly Gathering will feature inspiring talks given by Fr. Mike 
Schmitz, Deacon Larry Oney, Jennifer Fulwiler, and emceed by Fr. Joe Krupp beginning at 
1:00 pm. At 4:30 pm, the Assembly will close with a celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass offered by Bishop Boyea with nearly all the clergy of the diocese.  REGISTER 
EARLY! Admission is FREE, but space at the Breslin Center is 
limited:  MADEFORHAPPINESS.ORG (Note: there will be no Saturday Masses that day, 
at the Bishop's request.) 

Raffle Tickets for Sale   

Raffle tickets are still available for the Ice Cream Social drawing. Contact Tom Burch to 
get yours or a few to sell. 

Altar Flowers 
for the week of 

SUNDAY, JUNE 24TH 
First Anniversary 

Remembrance  
Gerald Damian 

Sponsored by  
His loving Wife, Claudia 
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St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

 

 
WEEKLY COLLECTION 

Sunday, June 3, 2018 
Sunday Envelopes ...........$4,217.00 
Loose Cash & Checks ........$144.00 
Welcome Envelopes ...............$8.00 
Christmas.............................$20.00 

Weekly toward budget.....$4,389.00 
Weekly goal.....................$5,300.00 
Amt. Below goal.................$911.00  

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building and Maintenance ...$80.00 
Poor Box ..............................$11.53 
Votive Candles .....................$55.00 

Parish  Family  Birthdays 
June 24.....Dolores Bauer 
June 25.....David Bauer 
June 28.....Timothy Gouwens 
June 28.....Ann Marie Klepi 
June 28.....John Ball 
June 30 ....Josephine Rickert 
July 1..........Whitney O’Hotzke 

Sanctuary 
Lamps  

are burning this week for: 
1) Repose of the soul of  

  Herman Coval  
 (Mary and Gerald Shaw) 

P A R I S H  N E W S  


