
This  year marks the 50th anniversary of the 
publication of Pope Paul VI’s encyclical on 

the Transmission of Human Life (Humanae Vitae). I 
remember well the conversations my wife and I held in 1970 
as we considered whether to do what it said or not. 

Anyone familiar with the history of this encyclical knows 
about the firestorm of dissent and disobedience its 
publication aroused among otherwise faithful Catholics. That 
opposition is alive and active fifty years later, even among 
clergy. As recently as a month ago, a candidate for ordination 
to the diaconate told a formation panel, “It’s about time the 
Church got up to speed on the issue of contraception.” 

No, it’s about time Catholics got up to speed about why 
the Church teaches what she does about it. The Church is 
competent to teach on matters of faith and morals, and 
contraception is clearly a moral matter. It’s one thing to know 
that the Church forbids the use of methods to block 
conception; it’s another thing to understand and accept the 
rationale behind that prohibition. The encyclical itself 
explains the rationale. It has to do with the nature of 
marriage. 

Pope Paul identifies four characteristics of married love; 
namely, that married love is human, total, faithful and 
exclusive, and fruitful. Each of these is important for 
understanding the teaching. 

It may sound silly to say that married love is human, 
since only humans marry; but the point of saying so is that 
married love is both conscious and freely willed. As animals, 
human beings operate both instinctively and voluntarily. 
Eating and sleeping are instinctive behaviors. Only humans 
can choose whether to eat or sleep based on what they 
perceive as good. All moral behavior is human behavior 

because it’s chosen behavior. Eating and sleeping become 
moral acts when I choose to deny myself food or sleep for 
good or bad reasons. To receive the sacrament of marriage 
validly, the bride and groom must publicly state that they 
choose one another and the possibility of conceiving 
children. So any choice for or against conception includes 
both spouses in a moral choice jointly made. 

To say that married love is total is to say that the spouses 
freely give all of themselves to each other. The marriage 
vows say that the husband freely makes a gift of his entire 
self to his bride, and she freely makes a gift of her entire self 
to her husband. Bodily totality includes all of its functions, 
even fertility. This totality not only explains why married 
couples may not block fertility by shutting down an organ 
designed for it, it also explains why “each and every 
marriage act … must remain open to the transmission of 
life” (par. 11; italics mine). The language of the body in the 
“marriage act” says in effect that I give my whole self to my 
spouse; if I block the possibility of conception before, during, 
or after that act, I make the act a lie because my body says 
I’m giving myself, but actually I’m not; I’m withholding part 
of me. 

“Again,” says Pope Paul, “this love is faithful and 
exclusive until death.” In their marriage vows, the spouses 
proclaim that they will love and honor each other throughout 
life, and the rings they exchange symbolize fidelity. One 
reason the pope was concerned about fidelity was because a 
contraceptive mentality undermines it. Excluding procreation 
has over time the effect of making sex with one’s marriage 
partner less personally fulfilling; spouses come to view each 
other less as persons and more as means to satisfy needs, and 

they grow more willing to consider 
sexual activity outside of marriage. 
Fifty years of experience prove as 
much. But where fidelity is strong, 
the marriage tends to favor the 
generation of life. 
That’s how Pope Paul can argue 
that married love is fruitful — 
not that every marriage act 
results in pregnancy, but that its 

Gift  Baskets Sought 
Please consider filling a basket for the Gift 
Basket Raffle at the Ice cream Social. Empty 
baskets are available at the church or use your 
creativity to find a container. Pick a theme 
and fill your container with items. Some ideas 
include: international sweets (see image, 
right), beach toys, Italian dinner, relaxing bath 
& spa, manicure, quilter’s delight. If you can 
dream it, you can create it. 
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Ice Cream Social Planning Underway 

Please take note of the schedule of ICS meetings before the 
event. All meetings are on Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm in 
the Fr. Fisher Hall. We are still in need of committee 
leaders. The next meeting is July 12th. Then....July 19th. 
God bless you all for your undeniable support in making our 
ICS a great success as usual.   

Peter’s Pence Collection  

This week is the Peter's Pence Collection which provides 
Pope Francis with the funds he distributes around the 
world to benefit our brothers and sisters on the margins of 
society. Please be generous. For more information, 
visit www.usccb.org/peters-pence.  

DSA is not Over Yet! 

Please make a gift or pledge soon, use the envelopes 
available in church or submit your gift online at 
www.dioceseoflansing.org/dsa.  
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities 

SAT., JUNE 30 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/BVM/First Martyrs of the 
 Holy Roman Church 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession  
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Bernita Aiuto 
 [Alan and Eileen Augustine] 
 

SUN., JULY 1 THIRTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: Frank Tomko 
 [Shirley Krzyzaniak] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People 

MON., JULY 2 ORDINARY WEEKDAY  
No Mass Today in Manchester 
 
 

TUES., JULY 3 ST. THOMAS, APOSTLE 

8:30 am Mass: Bernita Aiuto 
 [Nancy Walkowe] 
 

WED., JULY 4 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/Independence Day 

8:30 am Mass: INT: Erin Hawley and the good 
health of her twins 

 [Burnett Family] 
 

THU., JULY 5 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/Sts. Anthony Zaccaria 
 and Elizabeth 

8:30 am Mass: INT: For the health of Emilienne 
Ramde  

 [Sylvie and Scott Strong] 
7:00 pm Ice Cream Social Meeting—FFH  
 

FRI., JULY 6 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/St. Maria Goretti 
8:30 am Mass:  Elizabeth Dahl MacGregor 
 [Benjamin Dahl] 
No First Friday Adoration this month 
 
 
 

SAT., JULY 7 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/BVM 

8:30 am First Saturday Mass: Bernita Aiuto 
 [Tom and Ruth Burch] 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession  
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: William Boyd, a Birthday 

Remembrance 
 [The Boyd Family] 
 

SUN., JULY 8 FOURTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: Tom Burnett 
 [Burnett Family] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People 
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natural direction points that way. Children are a gift, and their 
presence is good for the parents in many ways. In the ‘60s, 
though, population concerns gave rise to the term “responsible 
parenthood”; it meant that parents need to know when to limit 
the size of their families; when, for example, there were serious 
reasons for not having children. The pope agreed, in principle. 
Couples whose consciences are well formed can decide for 
serious reasons “to avoid for the time being, or even for an 
indeterminate period, a new birth” (10). But biological functions 
are part of the human person, and shutting them down 
temporarily or permanently harms the person. Christian couples 
need to be smart about choosing the right means when deciding 
family size.   

What are the “right means”? Paragraph 16 of the encyclical 
discusses what we now call Natural Family Planning as a moral 
method of both avoiding pregnancy and of achieving it. The 
pope is very clear that NFP is not a contraceptive method. 
Contraception is what the word says it is — contra conception, 
because physically or chemically it knowingly impedes 
conception or aborts it if conception has occurred. NFP does not 
block or abort conception. It introduces no devices or chemicals 
into the body and has no side effects. It leaves everything open 
to the transmission of life.  There are several methods of NFP 
whose reliability and benefits have been proven over the last 
fifty years. 

Without question, forbidding contraception is a “hard 
saying.” When Jesus’ disciples said that over His teaching about 
eating His body and drinking His blood, many left Him. Many 
have left Him over this teaching as well. But wisdom is proved 
right by experience. My wife and I decided to obey the teaching, 
and our family has been blessed as a result. May yours be 
blessed through obedience, as well.     

Deacon Dennis’ article continued from page 1 

Please Pray for:   
Bonnie Barnard 
Duane Beuerle 

Ruth Dahl 
Rosemary Hamilton 

Betsy Kripas 

Eddie Walz 
Cindy Willis 
Mitchell Zink 

Repose of the Soul of:   
+Timothy Owen Kock 

+Betty Walkowe 

P A R I S H  N E W S  

NEED HELP? 

ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: Right-to-Life MI Hotline 1-800-
57WOMAN or visit www.optionline.org 

“AA” group meets Fridays & Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emanuel Church 
kitchen. 

“PROJECT RACHEL” (post-abortion reconciliation and healing) Call 
the confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or email 
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

“COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support group 
for those struggling with same sex attraction. 

“ENCOURAGE” is a separate support group for the families and friends 
of “Courage” clients.  Call 517-342-2596 



Altar Flowers 
for the week of 

SUNDAY, JULY 1ST 
In Celebration of our 

Anniversary 
Dick and Mary Ann Fielder 

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI  Thirteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time   July 1, 2018  p. 3 

 

St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

 

 
WEEKLY COLLECTION 

Sunday, June 17, 2018 
Sunday Envelopes ...........$4,325.00 
Loose Cash & Checks ........$444.00 
Welcome Envelopes .............$43.00 

Weekly toward budget.....$4,812.00 
Weekly goal.....................$5,300.00 
Amt. Below goal.................$488.00  

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building and Maintenance .$130.00 
Poor Box ................................$7.94 
Votive Candles .....................$25.00 

Parish  Family  Birthdays 
June 30 ....Josephine Rickert 
July 1..........Whitney O’Hotzke 
July 2.........Eileen Doyle 
July 3.........Peter Remski 
July 4 ........Alexander McClorey 
July 4 ........Danielle McClorey 
July 6 ........Claudia Walz 
July 7.........Mary Ann Barker 
July 7.........Connie Achtenberg 

Sanctuary 
Lamps  

are burning this week for: 
1)  For the repose of the soul of 
Richard Krzyzaniak  

 (Jim and Marja Warner) 
2)  For the repose of the soul of 
Christine Marie Hessling  

 (The Hessling Family) 

AREA NEWS 

Special thanks to the St. 
Mary Altar Society for 
donating 100 chairs to 
the church. May God 
reward you greatly for 
your kindness.   

Bricks 4Kidz will be offered at Emmanuel Church of Christ July 30th-August 3rd for kindergarten 
through 6th graders with special models for middle-schoolers. The morning sessions are themed 
Transformation Creations and will run from 9 am to noon. The afternoon sessions will run from 1 to 
4 pm and will be themed LEGO Brick City Camp. The camp is $95.00 for half day or $125.00 for 
both morning and afternoon sessions. For the Early Bird discount use code 5522F5A76F0D6 
Register online at WWW.BRICKS4KIDZ.COM/390 or contact Eugene Blair by phone 734-748-6039 
or email eblair@bricks4kidz.com. 

MORE  PAR IS H  NEW S  
VBS Needs You! 

Vacation Bible School is planned for July 16-19th at Manchester United Methodist Church. 
Many volunteers will be needed to make the event a success.  This year dinner will be served 
to the students and volunteers beginning at 5:30 pm. Watch for more details about signing up 
your children and volunteer sign-ups. Please contact Karin Villarreal for more information or 
to volunteer at stmarymanchester.dre@gmail.com 

Alpha on the Horizon  

St. Mary's next Alpha Course, which begins on Thursday, Sept. 13th, will take place in the 
Parish Center. Because we'd like younger guests to come, the parish would like to offer 
childcare for children below the first grade level (older children can attend with parents). 
Childcare will be in the Parish Center (old Post Office side), and meals will be provided for 
everyone. If you would like to assist with childcare, please contact Dcn. Dennis 
at waltersdennis1940@gmail.com. 

Made for Happiness  

Don’t forget to register for the September 22nd “Made for Happiness” Diocesan Assembly 
MADEFORHAPPINESS.ORG The Assembly will close with Mass offered by Bishop 
Boyea. Admission is FREE, but space is limited. (Note: there will be no Saturday Masses 
that day, at the Bishop's request.) 

Raffle Tickets for Sale   

Raffle tickets are still available for the Ice Cream Social drawing. Contact Tom Burch to get 
yours or a few to sell. 

St. Mary Ice Cream Social will be here “in the blink of an eye”!  

Help make our Social the best ever! You have seen the sign-up tables set up outside after 
Mass with sign-up sheets for help in various areas, you will find a variety of opportunities, 
and you can help before, during or after the event.  For example: 

 Food donations are needed such as pop, chips, condiments, ice cream toppings, buns, 
etc. An envelope with donation suggestions is available in every pew. 

 Many items are needed for the Country Store such as: homemade goods, craft items, 
German pretzels, homemade candies, baked goods, and kitchen or garden items. 

 Pies and cakes are needed for the dessert table. 

 Help is needed preparing food in the days leading up to the Social, and during the Social 
help is needed cooking at the parish center and transporting food from the parish center 
to the church. 

 Tables and chairs need to be set up and taken down. 

 Wait staff is needed to help senior citizens get trays to their table, to keep tables clean 
and available for the next guest, etc. And don’t forget food and ice cream servers! 

 Or consider a cash donation to help cover the cost of other expenses. 

Please mark your calendars for July 26th, and help be a part of our yearly tradition! 


