
T oday’s second reading from Ephesians 
continues Paul’s discussion of God’s plan from 
last week’s reading; namely, how Jesus has 

broken down the “wall of enmity” between Jew and Gentile. 
That expression is a metaphor, but it originates from a 
concrete fact. 

The Jerusalem Temple in Paul’s (and Jesus’) day had a 
large courtyard around the sanctuary that was divided in the 
middle by a wall (red arrow). Anyone entering the Temple 
would come into the outer section, but only Jews (both men 
and women) could pass through a series of gates to the inner 
court. Archeologists have found one of the stone plaques 
posted outside the gates with a stark warning engraved in 
Greek:  “No man of another race is to enter within the fence 
and enclosure around the Temple. Whoever is caught will 
have only himself to thank for the death which will follow.” 

The restrictions that governed worship carried over into 
social life. The Torah specified that Israelites were not to 
marry Gentile women lest their Gentile wives draw them 
away from fidelity to the Law. To draw a protective “fence” 
around the Law, later regulations forbade Jews from eating 
with Gentiles, both because the food would probably not be 

kosher but also because socializing with Gentiles implied 
assimilation with them. Over time, protective regulations like 
these hardened into mutual suspicion, prejudice, and 
contempt. 

Paul proclaims that Jesus, God the Son made flesh, came 
in human flesh to knock down the wall of division between 
Jew and Gentile. There’s a progression or sequence in how 
Jesus did this, all of it tied in with the effects of His death on 
the cross.   

First, He created “in Himself one new person in place of 
the two.”  In other words, the “one new person” is everyone 
incorporated into the Body of Christ through baptism, which 
means that Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians together 
are that “one new person” in Jesus Himself. So there aren’t 
two antagonistic groups any more; Jesus is Himself the peace 
— the shalom, the wellness, the right ordering of 
relationships — between the two. Both are now one.   

Second, this “one new person” is now reconciled in Jesus 
to the Father through the cross.  Just as the cross killed Jesus 
the man, so it kills the enmity between men. Thus, the law 
that prompted the enmity between Jew and Gentile is done 
away with. Jesus came to “preach peace to you who were far 
off [Gentiles] and peace to those who were near [Jews]” 
because through the Son those who are incorporated into 
Him “both have access to the Father.” 

Scripture is addressed to people of all ages, and it’s not 
hard to see how this passage applies to us today. Everywhere 
we look, we see division, separation, and even enmity in 
society: sons and daughters from mothers and fathers, 
husbands from wives, men from women, native from 
immigrant, faith from faith, tribe from tribe, nation from 
nation. Pick any social issue and it seems that reasoned 
discussion about it has become all but impossible. Political 
correctness limits not only the realities we’re allowed to see 
(for example, that there are only two sexes) but even the 
words we’re allowed to use to describe them (some 
municipalities criminalize the use of the “binary pronouns” 
he and she). The wall of division is not only up, it’s being 
reinforced. 

The tendency to build walls is typical of human nature. 
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ICE CREAM SOCIAL THIS THURSDAY 
If you are not able to volunteer your time, be sure to come and eat. 
Bring your family, friends and neighbors for food, fellowship and 
music  5-8 pm. The Manchester Gazebo Concert begins at 7:30pm. 
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities 

SAT., JULY 21 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/BVM/St. Lawrence of 
 Brindisi 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession  
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT: Burnett Family 
 [Burnett Family] 
 

SUN., JULY 22 SIXTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: Gerald Damian 
 [Claudia Damian]  
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People 

MON., JULY 23 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/St. Bridget  
No Mass Today in Manchester 
 
 
 

TUES., JULY 24 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/St. Sharbel Mahkluf  
8:30 am Mass: Bernita Aiuto 
 [The Forest Walz Family] 
 

WED., JULY 25 ST. JAMES 

8:30 am Mass: INT: Elise Kueffner 
 [St. Mary Parishioners] 
 

THU., JULY 26 STS. JOACIHM AND ANNE 

8:30 am Mass: INT: Ray Baldwin, Improved Health  
 [Donna Maloney, with love] 
5:00 pm Ice Cream Social  
 

FRI., JULY 27 ORDINARY WEEKDAY 
8:30 am Mass:  Bernita Aiuto 
 [John and Beth Ball] 
 

SAT., JULY 28 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/BVM 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession  
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: William Boyd 
 [The Boyd Family] 
12:00-5:00 pm Rummage Sale Drop-Off—PC 
 

SUN., JULY 29 SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: Christine Marie Hessling 
 [The Hessling Family]  
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People 
12:00-4:00 pm Rummage Sale Drop-Off—PC 

Mi 2:1-5/Mt 12:14-21 
(394)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jer 23:1-6/Eph 2:13-
18/Mk 6:30-34 (107) 
Pss IV  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mi 6:1-4, 6-8/Mt 12:38-
42 (395) 
 
 
 
 

Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Mt 
12:46-50 (396)    
 
 
 
 

2 Cor 4:7-15/Mt 
20:20-28 (605) Pss 
Prop   
 
 
 

Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13/Mt 
13:10-17 (398)        
   
 
 
 
 
 

Jer 3:14-17/Mt 13:18-23 
(399) 
 
 
 
 
 

Jer 7:1-11/Mt 13:24-30 
(400)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Kgs 4:42-44/Eph 
4:1-6/Jn 6:1-15 (110) 
Pss I   

“Good fences make good neighbors.” Good fences also wall 
neighbors off from one another, leading us eventually to ask (as 
the lawyer did to Jesus) “Who is my neighbor?” It’s true that 
one of the devil’s favorite strategies is to divide people; he’s 
done that since the beginning of history, and is succeeding 
remarkably well even now. It’s also true that we humans, given 
our tendency to prefer our own interests and pleasures to the 
good of others, cooperate in our own social disintegration even 
as we decry it.   

One of Pope St. John Paul II’s favorite words was 
“solidarity,” which for him was the basis on which a human and 
a Christian community is built. Our culture is now facing a crisis 
of solidarity caused in part by the culture’s drive toward 
protected individual and incompatible rights. As noted by the 
editor of this month’s First Things magazine, “Our problem is a 
loss of solidarity, a loss caused by the weakening of the three 
necessary societies”; namely, the Church community, the 
political community, and the marriage community. 

Yet the solution for us is the same as it was between Jews 
and Gentiles. As naïve or impractical as it may sound, Jesus is 
still the peace between us. He is the reality. In Him we are 
incorporated as “one new person in place of the two.”  We are 
part of each other; and even though we are distinct persons, in 
Jesus we belong to each other and all have the same access to 
the Father. This theological understanding becomes a true social 
reality for us when we cultivate personal relationships with Jesus 
first and then with each other.  To that end, Paul spends the rest 
of Ephesians, especially Chapters 4-6, detailing how to break 
down walls of division between Christian and Christian. 

His was good advice for the Ephesian church. It’s good 
advice for us, too.     

Deacon Dennis’ article continued from page 1 

Please Pray for:   
Bonnie Barnard 
Duane Beuerle 

Ruth Dahl 
Rae Emmons 

Rosemary Hamilton 

Betsy Kripas 
Elise Kueffner 
Clint Silveus 

Strengthening of Marriage 
Eddie Walz 
Cindy Willis 
Mitchell Zink 

AREA NEWS 

NEED HELP? 

ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: Right-to-Life MI Hotline 1-800-
57WOMAN or visit www.optionline.org 

“AA” group meets Fridays & Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emanuel Church 
kitchen. 

“PROJECT RACHEL” (post-abortion reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

“COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support group 
for those struggling with same sex attraction. 

“ENCOURAGE” is a separate support group for the families and friends 
of “Courage” clients.  Call 517-342-2596 

Jail Ministry—Volunteer ministers meet with both men and 
women in the jail. We celebrate Catholic services and share our 
faith in Jesus. Healing happens in our church community when 
we care enough to spend a little time together. Jail Volunteers 
Orientation Saturday, July 28th, 2018, 9am-11:30am for "The 
Rules & Regulations of the Jail" presented by Jail staff at 
Washtenaw County Sheriff Office, Hogback Rd., Ann Arbor. RSVP 
to Scott Wright (734-821-2121) swright@stfrancisa2.org 
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat for those healing after abortion will 
be held Friday, August 10th - Sunday, August 12th in Lansing. 
This retreat is for anyone impacted by abortion:  married 
couples, mothers, fathers, grandparents and siblings of aborted 
children, as well as persons who have been involved in the 
abortion industry. Contact Della Seeley at 989-828-6002, e-
mail: nlcrachelsvineyard@gmail.com  or call Lansing’s New Life 
Center, 517-993-0291. 
Summer Scripture Days—"Growing in Faith though the Book of 
Psalms" St. Francis Retreat Center, DeWitt August 14-16th 
This retreat is an opportunity for adults set aside time to focus 
on the  relation of Psalms to their personal faith life. Cost is $175 
for the retreat with lodging. Other cost options available. 
Register online at stfrancis.ws or call 517-669-8321. 



Humane Vitae is Fifty!   

This year marks the 50th Anniversary of Pope Paul VI’s encyclical Humanae Vitae. Deacon 
Dennis will be preaching on this topic throughout the month of July.  

DSA is not Over Yet! 

We have reached 80% of our goal and would still like to complete the campaign. Use the 
envelopes available in church or submit your gift online at www.dioceseoflansing.org/dsa.  

Important Ice Cream Social Information! 

If you plan on baking pies to donate for desserts, please remember: 
 No cream or custard pies. 
 Bake pies NO LATER than Wednesday, July 25th to prevent pies from being runny. 
 Use disposable pie plates, to prevent any damage or loss of your baking dishes. 

Raffle Tickets Needed! If you have not yet done so, please remember to return your raffle 
ticket stubs and any unsold tickets for the Ice Cream Social Raffle to the Parish Office as 
soon as possible. We need them for our drawing this Thursday at the Social. 

Once again, thank you for supporting St. Mary Manchester Church and for helping make our 
ICS a great success as usual. 

Small Cross . . . Powerful Message    

The Knights of Columbus will be selling their white wooden crosses at the Ice Cream Social. 
If you’d like to place one in your yard as a powerful witness to your faith they will be sold for 
$5.00 each.  

Alpha on the Horizon  

St. Mary's next Alpha Course, which begins on Thursday, Sept. 13th, will take place in the 
Parish Center. Because we'd like younger guests to come, the parish would like to offer 
childcare for children below the first grade level (older children can attend with parents). 
Childcare will be in the Parish Center (old Post Office side), and meals will be provided for 
everyone. If you would like to assist with childcare, please contact Dcn. Dennis 
at waltersdennis1940@gmail.com. 

Made for Happiness  

Don’t forget to register for the September 22nd “Made for Happiness” Diocesan Assembly 
MADEFORHAPPINESS.ORG The Assembly will close with Mass offered by Bishop 
Boyea. Admission is FREE, but space is limited. (Note: there will be no Saturday Masses that 
day, at the Bishop's request.) 

Rummage Sale: Request for Items 

The annual Rummage Sale is coming up soon. Please note dates and times below if you’d 
like to come and help. If you are unable to give us your time, we could use your 
treasures! Drop off for items for the rummage sale will take place: Saturday, July 
28th through Sunday, August 5th. The drop off times are: Saturdays from 12pm-5pm, 
Sundays from 12pm-4pm, and weekdays from 4pm-7pm. Pricing will be Monday, August 
6th, Tuesday, August 7th, and Wednesday, August 8th from 4-7pm. The sale will be 
Thursday, August 9th from 9am-6pm, Friday, August 10th from 9am-6pm, and 
Saturday, August 11th from 9am-4pm. Clean up will following closing until we are 
finished. It takes our village of Manchester to make our rummage sale a success.  

Sponsor Altar Flowers  

A reminder that we have the opportunity each weekend to sponsor the flowers on the Altar. 
There is a minimum donation of $40. Contact the parish office. 
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For more news and events in the area, please visit our website:  stmarymanchester.org 

 
 
 

St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

 

 
WEEKLY COLLECTION 

Sunday, July 8, 2018 
Sunday Envelopes .............$5,454.0 
Loose Cash & Checks ........$466.00 
Welcome Envelopes .............$38.00 
Easter...................................$10.00 
Ascension of the Lord...........$10.00 

Weekly toward budget.....$5,978.00 
Weekly goal.....................$5,300.00 
Amt. ABOVE goal .............$678.00  

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building and Maintenance .$265.00 
Peter’s Pence .....................$105.00 
Poor Box..............................$23.02 
Votive Candles .....................$42.90 

Parish  Family  Birthdays 
July 21 .......Natasha Kominars 
July 22 ......Kari Ball 
July 22 ......August Hutchison 
July 23 ......Jaden Wilson 
July 25 ......Meaghan Bourland 
July 25 ......Sarah O’Hotzke 
July 27 ......Stephanie Messman 
July 29......David Bargardi 
July 29......Elizabeth O’Hotzke 
July 29......Patrice Sommers 
 

Altar Flowers 
for the week of 

SUNDAY, JULY 22ND 
 INT:  Safe Travels for Fr. Bosco 

(Connie Shaffer) 

Sanctuary 
Lamps  

are burning this week for: 
1)  Dewey Van Riper, an 

Anniversary Remembrance 
 (His Sister, Alice Kidd) 

2)  For the repose of the soul of 
Timothy Owen Kock 

 (Inge and Peter Roncoli) 

P A R I S H  N E W S  


