
T oday we continue with the 6th chapter of John on 
Jesus as the Bread of Life. In last Sunday’s Gospel 
we saw how excited the people were after Jesus 

had fed them with just a few loaves and fish. They were so 
excited that they wanted to make Him king. "This really is the 
prophet who is to come into the world", they said. Their being 
fed with bread reminds them of Moses who fed the people with 
manna (described in today’s First Reading) as well as an 
expression of the expected coming of the Messiah-King. But 
Jesus had fled to the mountains. He was indeed their Messiah-
King but not in this way. The disciples, too, have been packed 
off in a boat in case they got 
the wrong ideas and tried to 
take advantage of Jesus’ 
popularity.  

The people now set off 
to Capernaum on the other 
side of the lake looking for 
Jesus. After finding Him 
they asked, "When did you 
come here?" It is one of 
those ironic questions that 
John loves. A seemingly 
innocent and simple 
question which actually 
touches on the real origins 
and identity of Jesus. 

Jesus tells them they 
are looking for Him not 
because they have seen signs but because they had got a lot of 
bread to eat. They did not realize that the feeding itself was a 
spectacular sign pointing to something much deeper than the 
material bread they enjoyed. A food that endures forever and this 
is the real food that Jesus has come to offer. But they still have 
not grasped what He is saying to them.  

What must we do, they asked, to get this bread of life? The 
answer was simple and straightforward: "You must believe in 
the one God has sent." That is all and it is everything: to believe 
in Jesus, that is, to commit oneself totally and unconditionally to 
His Way. To believe is an act of faith, of trust and a letting go. It 
is much more than just accepting what a person says as being 

true. But the people are still not satisfied. They ask for a sign 
which would give them a reason for believing in Jesus. They cite 
the example of the manna that Moses had fed the people with for 
40 years in the desert. To this request Jesus replies: First, the 
manna came from God, not Moses. Second, the real bread that 
comes from God is not material, it comes directly from God and 
it is life-giving.  

"Oh, let’s have some of that bread," Jesus’ listeners cried, 
hearing only the literal meaning of His words. (It reminds us of 
the Samaritan woman by the well of Jacob who asked Jesus for 
the water of life after which she would never be thirsty again.) 

Jesus then answers simply: "I AM the Bread 
of Life." This is much more than a statement 
of fact; the phrase "I AM" is the name of God 
given to Moses at the burning bush. It is the 
first of seven ‘I AM’ statements uttered by 
Jesus in John’s Gospel, all pointing to his 
divine origin. The others are: 
I AM the Light of the World (8:12, 9:5) 
I AM the Gate (10:7,9) 
I AM the Good Shepherd (10:11,14) 
I AM the Resurrection and the Life (11:25) 
I AM the Way: the Truth and the Life (14:6) 
I AM the Vine (15:1,5). 
Now, however, we need to ask: How is Jesus 
bread and how are we to get it? By going to 
Jesus, by becoming His close companion (one 
who shares bread from the Latin ‘cum’=with 

and ‘panis’=bread) and follower. "Who comes to me will never 
be hungry." By believing in Jesus, by an unconditional and total 
giving of self to Him. "Who believes in Me will never thirst." It 
is not sufficient to talk and sing, it is necessary to live and to 
practice. The community constructed on the foundation of the 
new law will remain standing at the moment of the storm. The 
two last scenarios of the Sermon on the Mount, the house built 
on the rock (Mt 7:24-25) and the house built on sand (Mt 7:26-
27), illustrate these contradictions. By means of these, Matthew 
denounces, and at the same time tries to correct, the separation 
between faith and life, between speaking and doing, between 
teaching and practicing. Jesus made the same recommendation 
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Happy Birthday Marja! 
Birthday wishes from your St. Mary Parish Family. God 
bless you for your hard  work and dedication to the 
Church and 100 more birthdays to come. 
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities 

 

SAT., AUG 4 ST. JOHN VIANNEY/BVM/First Saturday  
8:30 am First Saturday Mass: Bernita Aiuto  
 [Michelle and Brad Hochrein] 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession  
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT: Elise Kueffner 
 [St. Mary’s Parishioners] 
12:00-5:00 pm Rummage Sale Drop-Off—PC 
 

SUN., AUG 5 EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: Bernita Aiuto  
 [James and Eleonor Hodges]  
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People 
12:00-4:00 pm Rummage Sale Drop-Off—PC 

MON., AUG  6 THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD  
No Mass Today in Manchester 
12:00-4:00 pm Rummage Sale Pricing—PC 
 
 

TUES., AUG 7 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/Sts. Sixtus II and Cajetan 

8:30 am Mass: Joseph Fitzgerald 
 [Pat Fitzgerald] 
9:00 am-6:00 pm Rummage Sale Pricing—PC 
 

WED., AUG. 8 ST. DOMINIC 

8:30 am Mass: INT: Erin Hawley and the Health of 
her twins 

 [Burnett Family] 
9:00 am-6:00 pm Rummage Sale Pricing—PC 
 

THU., AUG 9 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/St. Teresa Benedicta of 
    the Cross 

8:30 am Mass: INT: Elise Kueffner 
 [St. Mary’s Parishioners] 
9:00 am-6:00 pm Rummage Sale —PC 
 

FRI., AUG 10 ST. LAWERENCE 
8:30 am Mass:  Bernita Aiuto  
 [Bill and Astrida Punches] 
9:00 am-6:00 pm Rummage Sale —PC 
 

SAT., AUG 11 ST. CLARE/BVM  
3:30-4:30 pm Confession  
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT: Dan and Emily Kwolek on 

their Wedding Anniversary 
 [Bill and Sandi Kwolek] 
9:00 am-4:00 pm Rummage Sale —PC 
4:30 pm Rummage Sale Clean-Up—PC 
 
 

SUN., AUG 12 NINETEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: INT: Elise Kueffner 
 [St. Mary’s Parishioners] 
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1 Kgs 19:4-8/Eph 
4:30—5:2/Jn 6:41-51 
(116) Pss III    

to the woman who praised Mary, His Mother. Jesus answered: 
“Blessed rather are those who listen to the Word of God and put it 
into practice” (Lk 11:28). 

Dear brothers and sisters let us look at how Jesus nourishes us 
and becomes our food and drink: 

1. By giving us His Word in the Scriptures: In this way He 
feeds our minds and hearts, enriches and gives meaning 
and direction to our lives. The Word of God in the 
scriptures is really food and, in so far as the Bible is 
unknown to us, we are being starved of food that we really 
need. 

2. Through His Church: through the fellowship and mutual 
support we get through our involvement and participation 
in a Christian community. 

3. Through every loving and nourishing experience 
coming to us through people, books, radio, tv, the world 
of nature – in short, through everything which enriches 
and gives more meaning and understanding in our lives, 
increases our feeling of being loved and of self-worth. 

4. Through the Eucharist: the sign by which we celebrate 
God’s love shown to us through the life, suffering, death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ and where we give thanks 
for all the nourishing ways by which God, through Jesus, 
comes into our daily lives. The fact that we are indeed 
being fed and nourished is shown by the way we live our 
lives and share what we have received with others who are 
still hungry for life and meaning.  

As the letter to the Ephesians says in today’s Second Reading: 
"Your mind must be renewed by a spiritual revolution so that you 
can put on the new self that has been created in God’s way, in the 
goodness and holiness of the truth." This is exactly what happens 
when we have been fed by the Bread of Life.     

Fr. Bosco’s article continued from page 1 

Please Pray for:   
Bonnie Barnard 
Duane Beuerle 

Ruth Dahl 
Rae Emmons 

Rosemary Hamilton 
Tom Kladzyk 
Denise Kratz 
Betsy Kripas 

Elise Kueffner 
Clint Silveus 

Corey Wagner 
Eddie Walz 
Cindy Willis 

Denise Yekulis 
Mitchell Zink 

 

AREA NEWS 

NEED HELP? 

ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: Right-to-Life MI Hotline 1-800-
57WOMAN or visit www.optionline.org 

“AA” group meets Fridays & Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emanuel Church 
kitchen. 

“PROJECT RACHEL” (post-abortion reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

“COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support group 
for those struggling with same sex attraction. 

“ENCOURAGE” is a separate support group for the families and friends 
of “Courage” clients.  Call 517-342-2596 

Lansing Lugnuts Family Night Please join the Knights of 
Columbus to celebrate vocations as part of Family Night at 
Cooley Law Stadium Friday, August 10th at 7:00 pm. Tickets 
are $13.00 per person. Contact Eric Pionk at 517-485-4500 Ext. 
256 or Cliff Farr by email: Farrcd@gmail.com 
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat for those healing after abortion will 
be held Friday, August 10th - Sunday, August 12th in Lansing. 
This retreat is for anyone impacted by abortion. Contact Della 
Seeley at 989-828-6002 or nlcrachelsvineyard@gmail.com  or 
call Lansing’s New Life Center, 517-993-0291. 
Outdoor Movie Nights at Manchester United Methodist 
Church! It's a completely free and family friendly event - just 
bring a chair or blanket and maybe even your favorite movie 
snack. Movies will begin at 8:00pm  August 10, 17, and 24. For 
questions contact the church office at 734-428-8495.  



Rummage Sale: Request for Items 

Today, August 5th is the last day to drop off items for the Rummage Sale 12pm-4pm. 
Pricing will be Monday, August 6th, Tuesday, August 7th, and Wednesday, August 
8th from 4-7pm. The sale will be Thursday, August 9th from 9am-6pm, Friday, August 
10th from 9am-6pm, and Saturday, August 11th from 9am-4pm. Clean up will 
following closing until we are finished. It takes our village of Manchester to make our 
rummage sale a success.  

St. Mary shirts will also be available for purchase during the Rummage Sale. If you were 
unable to purchase one at any of our previous events, but saw how amazing our parish 
looked during the Ice Cream Social when everyone stood out in their awesome shirts, this 
will be your last opportunity to make a purchase. T-shirts-$10, Polos-$20. Sweatshirts-
$20. Zip Up Hoodies-$30.  

Diocesan Assembly Prayer Project   

Bishop Boyea is looking for people to pray in a special way for the upcoming Made for 
Happiness assembly. He has blessed 4 images of Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of the 
Americas. Each family that volunteers should pray with the image for at least 30 minutes in 
their home before passing it on. Go to madeforhappiness.org and click "Support" to sign up. 

Upcoming Parish Feast    

The feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, our Parish Patron, is August 15th 
and a holy day of obligation. The Adult Choir will be rehearsing for this solemn occasion 
on August 8th at 7:00 pm in the choir loft. 

Alpha on the Horizon  

St. Mary's next Alpha Course, which begins on Thursday, Sept. 13th, will take place at the 
Parish Center. Because we'd like younger guests to come, the parish would like to offer 
childcare for children below the first grade level (older children can attend with parents). 
Childcare will be in the Parish Center (old Post Office side), and meals will be provided for 
everyone. If you would like to assist with childcare, please contact Dcn. Dennis 
at waltersdennis1940@gmail.com. 

Made for Happiness  

Don’t forget to register for the September 22nd “Made for Happiness” Diocesan 
Assembly MADEFORHAPPINESS.ORG The Assembly will close with Mass offered by 
Bishop Boyea. Admission is FREE, but space is limited. (Note: there will be 
no Saturday Masses that day, at the Bishop's request.) 

Ladies, Deepen Your Relationship with Christ 

The women of our Parish are invited to St. Francis Retreat Center in DeWitt for our annual 
retreat September 28th-30th. The theme for this year’s retreat is “From Chaos to Order: A 
Scriptural Guide to Building a Life Giving Community.” Call 517-669-8321 to register. 
Suggested donation is $175.   

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI  Eighteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time   August 5, 2018  p. 3 

For more news and events in the area, please visit our website:  
stmarymanchester.org 

 
 
 

St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

 

 
WEEKLY COLLECTION 

Sunday, July 22, 2018 
Sunday Envelopes............$4,222.00 
Loose Cash & Checks ........$218.00 
Welcome Envelopes..............$21.00 
E-Giving.............................$152.88 

Weekly toward budget .....$4,613.88 
Weekly goal.....................$5,300.00 
Amt. BELOW goal .............$686.12  

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building and Maintenance ...$40.00 
Poor Box ..............................$31.50 
Votive Candles .....................$52.00 

Parish  Family  Birthdays 
Aug 4 .......Elizabeth Beuerle 
Aug 5 .......Marisa Sangster 
Aug 6 .......Alice Kidd 
Aug 7.........Theresa Baran-Weller 
Aug 9 .......Sheri Marotz 
Aug 11 .......Michael McFarland 
Aug 11 .......Aimee Simpson 

Altar Flowers 
for the week of 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 4TH 
 In Celebration of our 

 Wedding Anniversary 
(Gerald & Mary Shaw) 

Sanctuary 
Lamps  

are burning this week for: 
1)  James Van Riper  

an Anniversary Remembrance 
 (Alice Kidd) 

2)  Joseph and Joan 
Germek 

  (Kathy and Martin Brogley) 

P A R I S H  N E W S  

Congratulations  
to the winners of the ICS Raffle:  

Randy Dieter $500.00   
Eric Zink $300.00  

Bill Punches $200.00 
Thanks to all who purchased tickets this year for a total 
revenue of $2855. After deducting prizes and the raffle license 
fee the income is $1805. Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated. Maybe next year your name will be drawn. 

From Fr. Bosco,  
I would like to extend a heartfelt thank 
you to all for your hard work and 
dedication during the ICS event. Thanks 
to you all our net profit is $4333.57. May 
God Almighty repay everyone beyond 

their expectations for all they have done for St. Mary’s. 
Special thanks to Gina and Brent Jennings for taking on 
the responsibility of chairing the ICS this year. 


