
Recently, a young woman whom I had prepared for 
reception into the Church wrote me seeking advice. She had 
separated from her husband, and wanted to know if she still 
belonged to the Catholic Church. I wrote back to assure her that 
she does. But in the light of today’s Gospel, I felt I should say 
something about this issue in case others have the same concern. 

A couple walking down the aisle knows that they are 
making a calculated leap of faith in each other and in the future. 
When they promise to “be faithful … in good times and in bad, 
in sickness and in health, to love you and to honor you all the 
days of my life,” they 
really have no idea 
what will happen. 
They love each other 
now; each assumes 
that that love will last 
throughout life. 
They’re in good 
health now; they 
hope that their vigor 
and vitality will keep 
indefinitely. Both 
have promising 
careers; they can’t 
imagine living 
without an income. 
Divorce may end 
other people’s marriages, but — fingers crossed — it won’t 
happen to them. 

Yet it does to roughly forty percent of first marriages in this 
country. That figure actually represents an improvement over the 
1970s and 1980s, when approximately half of all first marriages 
failed. No-fault divorce, first introduced in California in 1969, 
made it easy for either spouse to obtain a divorce without having 
to prove fault on either side. Catholic marriages, which used to 
be more stable than the average, now fail at about the same rate 
as non-Catholic marriages. The efforts that Catholic parishes 
have made to prepare couples for marriage have not changed 
that statistic. 

Most Christian communions, including the Orthodox 
churches, accept divorce as a fact of life, and allow remarriage 

after. In effect, they believe that civil courts have the power to 
dissolve a marriage; that, after all, is what the promulgation of 
the divorce decree says the State is doing. But regardless of what 
the State decrees about marriage, the Catholic Church says No; if 
the marriage is valid, it’s still in effect. Catholicism is perhaps the 
only Christian communion that holds to that. 

Why? Because the Church takes Jesus’ statement in today’s 
Gospel at face value; namely, that what God has joined together, 
man must not separate. Divorce enforces separation, usually by 
having the spouses live separately and even separating care of 

the children. From 
the Church’s point of 
view, that’s all 
divorce does. Civil 
contracts (like 
property agreements) 
may be dissolved 
because those are 
matters the State has 
authority over, but it 
has no authority over 
what God has joined. 
Someone may say, 
Hold on! We were 
reading Mark’s 
G o s p e l ;  b u t 

Matthew’s has an “exception clause”: no divorce “except on the 
grounds of unchastity” (Matt. 5:32). Unchastity is often 
interpreted to include sins like adultery, but that’s not what the 
original Greek means. The original Greek of that “exception 
clause” refers to something that would make the marriage 
unlawful from the beginning, like incest; in Israel, such a 
marriage is no marriage at all. So in reality there is no exception. 
In Jesus’ mind, the one-flesh union between a man an a woman 
in a lawful marriage can’t be dissolved. 

What does that mean for people — faithful Catholics — 
who have been through a divorce? 

One thing it does NOT mean is that a divorced Catholic is 
excommunicated from the Church. Quite the opposite. Even 
though a Catholic has been through a civil divorce, he or she is 
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Children in grades 1-2 toured the Church during Religious Education 
class on Monday, September 17th (left). Several parishioners joined Fr. 

Bosco at the Made for Happiness Diocesan Assembly on Saturday, 
September 22nd at the Breslin Center in Lansing (right).  
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SAT., OCT 6 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/First Saturday/Blessed  
  Marie Rose Durocher, St. Bruno 

8:30 am First Saturday Mass:  Bernita Aiuto 
 [Alan and Eileen Augustine] 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession  
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Edward Ferkany 
 [Jim and Ella Landini] 
 

SUN., OCT 7 TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: Zofia Krajewski  
 [Faubion and Moretto Families] 

10:00-10:15 am Confession  
10:30 am Mass:  For the People 
12:00 noon Pet Blessing—Church Steps  

MON., OCT. 8 ORDINARY WEEKDAY 

12:10 pm Mass: Bernita Aiuto 
 [Alan and Eileen Augustine] 
1:00 pm Amazing Greys—FFH 
3:30 pm Religious Education—PC 
7:00 pm Evangelization Team Meeting—FFH 
7:00 pm Knights of Columbus Meeting—PC 

TUES., OCT 9 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/St. Denis and Companions 

8:30 am Mass: INT: Elise Kueffner 
 [Her Parents] 
 

WED., OCT 10 ORDINARY WEEKDAY 

8:30 am Mass:  Rita and  Brodie O’Dowd 
 [Burnett Family] 
4:00 pm Staff Meeting—FFH 
7:00 pm KofC 4th Degree Meeting/Dinner—PC 
 

THU., OCT 11 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/St. John XXIII 

8:30 am Mass:  Bernita Aiuto 
 [Dave Coval] 
 

FRI., OCT 12 ORDINARY WEEKDAY 
8:30 am Mass:  Noreen Burnett  
 [Burnett Family] 
7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal—Choir Loft 
 

SAT., OCT 13 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/BVM 

9:00 am Rosary Run   
3:30-4:30 pm Confession  
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Mary Ann Orlowski 
 [Faubion and Moretto Families] 
 

SUN., OCT 14 TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: Bernita Aiuto 
 [Jan and Craig Little] 

10:00-10:15 am Confession  
10:30 am Mass:  For the People 
Coffee Hour after each Mass 
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Gn 2:18-24/Heb 2:9-
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Gal 3:22-29/Lk 11:27-
28 (466)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wis 7:7-11/Heb 4:12-
13/Mk 10:17-30 or 
10:17-27 (143) Pss IV  
  
  
   

still a full member of the Body of Christ and is still entitled to take 
part in all the sacraments as long as a second marriage has not been 
attempted. In fact, attending Mass on a regular basis, going to 
Confession and Communion, and 
taking part in the full life of the 
parish may be the best therapy one 
may have for the trauma of divorce. 

What about Catholics entering 
a second marriage or who are 
already in one? As before, 
Catholics in that position still belong to the Body of Christ. For 
them, the issue is the validity of the first marriage. The Catholic 
Church always assumes that the first marriage is valid unless 
someone questions it by submitting a petition to a Church court to 
investigate it. While those involved in second marriages face limits 
to sacramental participation, such as not receiving the Eucharist, 
Catholics in second marriages who haven’t yet determined the 
validity of their first marriage should always attend Mass regularly 
and listen to the Word of God. This may be emotionally harder than 
it sounds, but the Lord still loves people in this situation and the call 
to holiness still applies to them. 

Couples entering into matrimony may be aware that their future 
isn’t certain, but they marry expecting to stay married. The best 
guarantee that they will is for both spouses to pray together — daily 
— that what God has joined will stay joined. Even with that, civil 
divorce can occur. The prophet Malachi proclaims that God hates 
divorce (Mal. 2:16). That does not mean that God hates divorced 
people. God loves divorced people. Certainly, the Church needs to 
do more to provide healing ministries for Catholics in divorced 
situations, but I think it’s fair to say that persistence in faith, 
maintenance of an active prayer life, and participation in the 
sacraments can work toward healing.   

May the Holy Spirit bless and protect married couples from 
divorce, and provide healing and renewal to all who have been 
through that trauma. Amen.   
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COFFEE HOUR 
OCT 14TH 

Sponsored by  
the Knights of 

Columbus.  

NEED HELP? 

ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: Right-to-Life MI 
Hotline 1-800-57WOMAN or visit optionline.org 

“AA” group meets Fridays & Sundays at 7:00 pm - 
Emanuel Church kitchen. 

“PROJECT RACHEL” (post-abortion reconciliation 
and healing) Call the confidential phone line: 517-993-
0291 or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

“COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by Diocese) 
spiritual support group for those struggling with same 
sex attraction. 

“ENCOURAGE” is a separate support group for the 
families and friends of “Courage” clients.  Call 517-342-
2596 

Pray the Rosary  
30 minutes before each weekend 

Mass throughout the  

Month of October 

Intention October 6-7th 
For Pope Francis, the 
bishops, priests and 

religious; for the needs 
of the Church; and for 
more vocations to the 

Priesthood and religious 
life.  



Parking Lot to Close Monday  

Please note that the parking lot behind the 
Church will be unavailable October 8th-
10th. Workers will be seal coating the 
surface.  

Annual Advent Dinner  

‘Amazing Greys’ of St Mary’s Parish 
would like to invite you to the annual 
Candle Light Advent Dinner December 
2nd. The evening starts out with a social 
hour starting at 5:00 pm. Dinner will be 
served at precisely 5:30pm and will include 
dessert. The evening will end with a variety 
of scriptural readings and songs. If you are 
interested in attending, please contact 
Connie Schaffer at 734-428-7271. Seating 
is limited so reserve early.  

First –Ever Rosary Run 

October 13, 2018 marks the day of the last 
of the 6 Apparitions of Fatima in 1917. 
Since October is the month of the Rosary – 
and to kick off the Diocesan Year of Prayer 
– St. Mary’s is sponsoring a Rosary Run. 
Come out and join us on Saturday, October 
13th, at 9:00 am in front of the church to 
pray the Rosary while walking/running a 
mapped circuit. You can participate in three 
different groups: one to pray the Rosary in 

the church; another to walk while saying the 
Rosary outside in the mapped area; and the 
third to jog or run the mapped area. Each 
group will have a leader that will recite the 
rosary out loud. The Rosary Run is 
approximately 2.5 miles. Please dress 
according to the weather and wear good 
shoes. Rosaries and bottled water will be 
available. Cider and donuts will be served 
after the Run. Kids are encouraged to join 
in. Let’s come together to pray the rosary, 
enjoy God’s creations, and relish the 
exercise!  

Apple Pie Fundraiser 

KofC council #4354 is sponsoring an Apple 
Pie Fundraiser to support St. Mary's 
Religious Ed and Youth Group programs. 
These are 9", ready to bake or freeze, apple 
pies. Cost is $10.00/pie. They must be 
picked up by Noon November 17th at the 
Parish Center. Use the insert in this bulletin 
to place an order. Make checks payable to 
KofC #4354. Orders can be put in the 
collection basket or dropped off at the 
parish office no later than October 29th.  

Planning Ahead 

The Christmas Holiday Decorating 
committee will begin planning for this 
year. We have received a generous financial 
donation to enhance our décor for this year. 
All who have been on the committee in the 
past and anyone who may want to be part of 
the team this year, should contact Sue 
Fielder at sfielder@umich.edu   or 734-428-
8816. 
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St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 

 

 
WEEKLY COLLECTION 

Sunday, September 23, 2018 
Sunday Envelopes ...........$2,785.00 
Loose Cash & Checks ........$248.00 
Welcome Envelopes ...............$4.00 
eGiving ................................$55.00 

Weekly toward budget.....$3,092.00 
Weekly goal.....................$5,300.00 
Amt. BELOW goal..........$2,208.00 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building and Maintenance ...$40.00 
American Evang. Appeal......$10.00 
Poor Box..............................$13.48 
Votive Candles .....................$42.00 

Parish  Family  Birthdays 
Oct 6 ........ James Achtenberg 
Oct 6 ........Brody Brochue 
Oct 6 ........Carol Moretto 
Oct 7.........Martin Brogley 
Oct 7.........Mike Schmitt 
Oct 7.........Timothy Timoszyk 
Oct 8.........Sharon Fairbanks 
Oct 8.........George Kuboff 
Oct 8.........Morgan McFarland 
Oct 8…...... .Larry McGee 
Oct 10.......Daniel Burch 
Oct 10…....Bruce Dettling 
Oct 10....... James Sahakian 
Oct 10.......Patricia Shafer 
Oct 11 ........Russell Aiuto 
Oct 12 .......Pamela Wallace 
Oct 13 ....... James Fielder 
Oct 14 .......Elaine Feldkamp 
Oct 14 .......Harold Walkowe 

Amazing Greys  
meet each second 

Monday of the month 
after 12:10 pm Mass. 
Please join us for a 
potluck lunch on 

Monday, 
October 8th 

Altar Flowers 
for the week of 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7TH 
 In Memory of  

Joseph and Helen Germek 
(Kathy & Martin Brogley) 

Sanctuary 
Lamps  

are burning this week for: 
1)  Ted and Esther Kuyda 

(Gerald and Mary Shaw) 
 

2) Joseph and Suzanne 
Germek 

(Kathy & Martin Brogley) 

AREA NEWS 

P A R I S H  N E W S  

For more news and events in the area, please visit our website:  stmarymanchester.org 

Rummage Sale Old St. Patrick’s October 11th-
12th 10am-5pm, and 13th 10am-12pm. All 
clothing $1 a bag on Saturday. Wanted: Clean, 
useable, donations except large appliances, TVs, 
car seats, computers, exercise equipment. Only 
furniture in good condition will be 
accepted. Drop off Times: October 8-
10th,  10am-5pm. 5671 Whitmore Lake Road, 
Ann Arbor 734 662-8141. 
“Surviving Divorce” will be offered at St. 
Andrew the Apostle in Saline on Tuesday 
evenings from 7:00-8:30pm for this 12-week 
course starting October 16th. Cost is $20. 

Contact Irene Myers 734-972-8049, Dave Miller 
734-944-2101 or Nancy Carter 734-429-6114 to 
register.  
Celebration of the  50th Anniversary of 
Humanae Vitae Join us October 27th  for a 
celebration of this beautiful encyclical. We will 
explore the past, the present and the future of it 
with Dr. Janet Smith, panel discussions and 
more! Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Earl 
Boyea at 8am. Conference ends at 3:45pm. Early 
bird tickets start at $15. Limited childcare 
provided. St. Patrick, 711 Rickett Rd, Brighton. 
Register at: www.dioceseoflansing.org/events 


