
 As  a native Californian, I watch with particular 
concern the fires taking place there. I know what 

it’s like to want to build a home in the mountains, where the air 
is pure, the surrounding pines whisper on a quiet breeze, and 
small-town life exudes peace and contentment. Few who built 
homes there saw warning signs obvious to firefighters; namely, 
that they had built in an area prone to fire. Few expected a fire 
fueled by Santa Ana winds would consume everything, and that 
some might not escape. In a town ironically called Paradise, 
disaster fell with little warning. 

The good news is how many 
survived. Those who lived through the 
conflagration may have lost material 
valuables, but their lives and their 
families were spared. Years of peaceful 
living may have left them complacent 
and unprepared, but at least they were 
granted the opportunity to rebuild. 

In our liturgy two weeks ago, we 
read a parallel passage in Mark’s 
Gospel, where Jesus predicted signs in 
the heavens above and on the earth 
below. As Fr. Bosco explained, much of 
Mark’s imagery comes from the Old 
Testament, not only predicting a 
terrifying judgment, but also the advent 
of the promised arrival of the Son of 
David, the messianic King. Some of that 
imagery referred to the end of the world 
that Jews of Jesus’ day knew, the 
destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem 
— indeed, of the entire city. But it also 
pointed to a promise, the final advent of 
the Son of Man “on the clouds of heaven in power and great 
glory.” In today’s Gospel, Luke uses the same imagery as Mark, 
but adds some —the dismay and confusion as all Nature spins 
out of control, and people die of fright — which is unique to 
him. Yet these things are pointers, not to disaster but to the 
glorious fulfillment of God’s plan. That’s why Jesus encourages 
His disciples:  “When these signs begin to happen, stand erect 
and raise your heads because your redemption is at hand.” 

All the same, Jesus adds a word of warning not to get 
comfortable. His words echo what He said in His parable of the 
sower: people fail to respond to the word of God out of unbelief, 
fickleness, temptation, and the cares and pleasures of life. Such 
people are unprepared, incapable of recognizing signs of either 
disaster or hope even as they begin to appear. Luke’s Gospel 
gives two watchwords:  Beware, be vigilant. 

Truth is, Christians in our culture are often neither aware nor 
vigilant. In an Advent presentation available on FORMED, Dr. 

Edward Sri notes: “Our modern world 
has lost its story.  We no longer know 
where we came from; we don’t know 
why we’re here; and we don’t know 
where we’re going.” Advent is the time 
for recalling God’s story, but many 
Christians don’t remember how it 
applies to them. Or don’t care. Too 
much is happening. Shopping. 
Wrapping presents. Christmas cards. 
Decorating. Meal plans. Travel plans. 
Anxiety, depression, mourning over 
loss. So Christmas comes and goes as 
holidays do. Advent re-presented the 
signs, but who paid attention to them? 
Advent is a preparation season — not as 
intensive as Lent, but still a time of 
preparation through some form of self-
denial. Through even modest but 
conscious self-denial we incorporate the 
story of Jesus’ coming into our own 
story. Several rather traditional practices 
help us remain aware, stay vigilant. 
Practices like the following: 

Reading Luke’s Gospel from beginning to end, one chapter 
a day. There are 24 chapters in his Gospel, so if you start on 
December First, you’ll finish by Christmas Eve. 

Fasting one day a week. If you eat meat on Fridays, plan 
some non-meat meals. (The practice of meatless Fridays is still 
in Canon Law; it’s still a recommended penitential practice.) 

Attending Mass as often during the week as you can. If your 
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Saturday, November 17th was a busy day. 
Thanks to the KofC for putting on the Apple Pie 
Fundraiser. They sold 130 pies. Members of the 
Youth Group and Religious Education classes 
assisted with assembling the pies. Later that day 
the Youth Group participated in a lock-in retreat 
held at Our Lady of Fatima in Michigan Center.  
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities 

 

SAT., DEC 1 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/BVM 

8:30 am First Saturday Mass: Gerald Damian  
 [Claudia Damian] 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Bishop Joseph Albers, 1st 

Bishop of the Diocese of Lansing 
 

SUN., DEC 2 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: INT: Anna Muldoon, 90th Birthday 
 [John and Tina Doyle and Family] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People 
5:00 pm Advent Candlelight Dinner-FFH 

MON.,  DEC 3 ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CABRINI 

12:10 pm Mass: Elizabeth Dahl-MacGregor 
 [John and Tina Doyle and Family] 
3:30 pm Religious Education—PC 
5:45 pm Children’s Choir Rehearsal—Choir Loft 
7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal—Choir Loft 
 

TUES., DEC 4 ADVENT WEEKDAY/St. John Damascene 

8:30 am Mass: Bridget Finneran 
 [Burnett Family] 
 

WED.,  DEC 5 ADVENT WEEKDAY 

8:30 am Mass: William Bondy 
 [John and Tina Doyle and Family] 
4:00 pm Staff Meeting—FFH 
7:00 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting—FFH 
 

THU., DEC 6 ADVENT WEEKDAY/St.  Nicholas 

8:30 am Mass: Noreen Burnett 
 [Rita Hawley] 
 

FRI., DEC 7 ST. AMBROSE/FIRST FRIDAY 
8:30 am Mass:  Blanche and John Blakney 
 [Faubion and Moretto Families] 
Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

following Mass 
8:00 pm Confession on First Friday 
10:00 pm Benediction 
 

SAT., DEC 8 IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF BVM  
8:30 am Mass: Joseph Prevost 
 [John and Tina Doyle and Family] 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Gerald Damian 
 [Claudia Damian] 
 

SUN., DEC 9 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: Joseph Fitzgerald 
 [Pat Fitzgerald] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People 
Coffee Hour following each Sunday Mass 

Rv 22:1-7/Lk 21:34-36 
(508)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 
3:12—4:2/Lk 21:25-
28, 34-36 (3) Pss I      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is 2:1-5/Mt 8:5-11 (175) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24 
(176)  
 
 
 
 

Is 25:6-10a/Mt 15:29-
37 (177)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21, 24-27 
(178)          
   
 
 
 
 

Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31 
(179)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-
6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
(689) Pss Prop  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bar 5:1-9/Phil 1:4-6, 
8-11/Lk 3:1-6(6) Pss II      

job prevents you from attending Mass on weekdays, try reading 
some of the Mass prayers on your own, and make what’s called a 
“spiritual Communion,” telling the 
Lord how much you desire Him in 
your heart.   

Buying a religious Advent 
calendar and, as a family, working 
through each of the daily devotions 
that the calendar recommends. 
Light Advent wreath candles at the main family meal. Get a prayer 
book that has prayers for lighting Advent candles. 

Substituting religious music that’s appropriate for both Advent 
and Christmas instead of secular Christmas music. You can always 
download Christian music. 

Setting up a Nativity crèche in your home, adding the 
characters into the scene one day at a time, so that on Christmas Eve 
you add the final one — the Christ Child. If you have young 
children, explain to them the significance of each character as you 
place it there. 

Of course, the story being re-presented during Advent is not 
about Christmas past. In celebrating that, we celebrate Christmas 
future, the coming of the Son of Man at the end of our time here. 
We hope to raise our heads because the redemption signaled at that 
first Christmas is coming. But Jesus’ warning is still there: be 
watchful, be vigilant. The California fires are a stark reminder not to 
be complacent, drowsy, or unprepared. Advent is a preparation 
season. Let’s take advantage of the opportunity and truly prepare for 
the coming of the Lord.    

Deacon Dennis’ article continued from page 1 

Please Pray for:   
Brian Ball 
Leon Ball 

Duane Beuerle 
Bob Curley 
Betsy Kripas 

Ella Landini 
Jim Maisano 

Tim McConnell 
Ron Punches 

Will and Liam Riley 
Cody Simpson 

Eddie Walz 
Repose of the 

Soul:   
+Steve Lewkowicz  

AREA NEWS 

NEED HELP? 

ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: Right-to-Life MI Hotline 1-800-
57WOMAN or visit www.optionline.org 

“AA” group meets Fridays & Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emanuel Church kitchen. 

“PROJECT RACHEL” (post-abortion reconciliation and healing) Call the 

confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or email nlc@resurrectionlan  sing.org 

“COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support group for 
those struggling with same sex attraction. 

“ENCOURAGE” is a separate support group for the families and friends of 
“Courage” clients.  Call 517-342-2596 

COFFEE HOUR 
SUNDAY, 
DEC 9TH 

Sponsored by 
Youth Group 

Area Advent Penance Services To properly prepare our hearts 
to receive the gift of Christ at Christmas, additional opportunities 
for the Sacrament of Penance will be available at area parishes  
December 10th-13th.  See next week’s bulletin for more details.  
Married Couples Weekend “From Chaos to Order” at the St. 
Francis Retreat Center, DeWitt December 7th-9th. Cost is $300/
couple. Call 517-669-8321 or visit www.stfrancis.ws to register. 
Faith and Reason Essay Contest sponsored by St. Thomas More 
College is offering full tuition scholarships for first place winners. 
Submissions are due January 1, 2019. For details visit https://
thomasmorecollege.edu/2019-faith-and-reason-essay-contest/

Thanks to all who helped out and contributed to make our 
Apple Pie Fundraiser a great success. My sincere apologies 
to those who ordered pies but were unable to receive them 
due to lack of enough apples – we have learned a lot for 
next year’s pie fundraiser!  We made a profit of $802.33 
which will be split between Religious Education, Youth 
Group, & Knights of Columbus with $267.44 going to each 
group. Thanks so much for all your help, 

Jim Burch 



Holy Day of Obligation 

Saturday, December 8th is the Solemnity of 
the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and a Holy Day of Obligation 
Mass will be offered at 8:30 am. Normally for 
a Holy Day, there are three Masses, but due to 
Adoration on Friday and the regular Vigil 
Mass at 5:00 pm on Saturday, there will only 
be one Holy Day Mass. 

Calendar Sales Benefit Parish 

Once again Bill Shurtliff has generously 
donated a stack of his beautiful 2019 UofM/
Ann Arbor calendars, featuring his original 
watercolor drawings, to our parish. The 
suggested donation is $5.00 with 100% of 
the money going to our parish! This is the 
perfect gift for the UofM fan on your 
Christmas list or for your home or office. 
These calendars are available in the 
vestibule of the church. Please put your 
donations in a plain envelope marked 
“Calendar Fundraiser” and put it in the 
collection basket or bring it to the parish 
office.  

Choir Rehearsal Schedule  

Rehearsals for the Children's Choir, singing 
at 10:00 am Christmas morning Mass begin 
soon.  Practices are at 5:45 pm in the choir 
loft on Monday, December 3rd; Friday, 
Dec. 14th; and Friday, Dec. 21st.  Please 
contact Benjamin for more details 
b e n j a mi n j a me s o n @gma i l . c o m o r 
734.428.0007. The adult choir will rehearse 
in the choir loft on the same dates at 7 
pm.  The adult choir will sing at Christmas 
Midnight Mass on Dec. 25th. New 
members are always welcome.  

Name Tag Sunday 

To help us get better acquainted, we will 
have “Name Tag Weekend” at all Masses 
next weekend, December 8th-9th. All 
parishioners are encouraged to wear a name 
tag so that we can associate “names & faces”. 
The Youth Group will be assisting the ushers 
with the name tags and will be hosting 
Coffee Hour after Sunday Masses. 

Christmas Poinsettias  

Poinsettias are available for purchase to 
honor loved ones during Christmas 

Masses. Each plant will be labeled with the 
names of loved ones. Plants may be taken 
home after New Years’ Day Masses. Order 
forms are in the vestibule of the Church. 
Cost is $16/plant. Please make checks 
payable to “The Flower Garden.” Orders 
must be placed by December 10th. Contact 
Sue Fielder at 734-428-8816 or 
sfielder@umich.edu 

Purchase a Book: a Parish 
“Christmas Fundraiser”   

The parish has received another generous 
donation to be used as a fundraiser… and 
one that might help with your Christmas 
shopping! Perhaps you saw the article in 
The Manchester Mirror or the interview on 
“JTV” (Jackson’s local television station) 
about a wonderful book that would make an 
excellent Christmas gift for young teens 
(ages 10-15). Written by former parishioner 
Vida Shurtliff and entitled, Setting the 
Record Straight: The True Story of How I 
Stopped a Murderous Tyrant and Saved the 
World from Nuclear War. It is an exciting, 
action-packed story with excellent character 
development, good morals – and with little 
gems of history and philosophy thrown in! 
The suggested minimum donation is $5, and 
remember, ALL proceeds go to the parish! 

White Crosses  

The Knights of Columbus make simple 
white crosses to be placed outside our 
homes as a witness to our Christian faith. If 
you would like to adorn your yard this 
Christmas with one of these simple yet 
powerful symbols, visit The Flower Garden. 
Each cross is only $5.00.  

Formed 

FORMED, an online service for accessing 
thousands of Catholic videos, audios and 
eBooks On Demand anytime, anywhere is 
available to all parishioners. If you need more 
assistance contact Deacon Dennis or the 
Parish Office. 

Keep Christ in Christmas  

Car magnets depicting the Nativity of our 
Lord with the words, “Keep Christ in 
Christmas,’ are available for purchase for 
$5 in the vestibule of the church. Please 
place your payment in the collection basket. 
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St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 
 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
Sunday, November 18, 2018 

Sunday Envelopes ........... $4,138.00 
Loose Cash & Checks........ $271.00 
Welcome Envelopes ............. $20.00 
All Saint’s ............................ $10.00 
All Souls’ ............................. $10.00 
eGiving .............................. $190.30 

Weekly toward budget .... $4,639.30 
Weekly goal .................... $5,300.00 
Amt. BELOW goal ............ $660.70  

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building and Maintenance... $90.00 
Campaign Human Dev. ..... $285.00 
Poor Box.............................. $16.00 
Votive Candles..................... $15.00 

Sanctuary 
Lamps  

are burning this week for: 
1)  Camilla Gates, an 

Anniversary Remembrance 
(Alice Kidd, sister-in-law) 

 

P A R I S H  N E W S  

For more news and events in the area, please visit our website:  stmarymanchester.org 

DECEMBER 7th 
9:00 am until 
Benediction  
at 10:00 pm 

(Confessions heard  8-9 pm) 
** FIRST SATURDAY 

MASS at 8:30 am ** 

FIRST FRIDAY 
ADORATION 

of the Most 
BLESSED 

SACRAMENT 

Parish  Family  Birthdays 
Dec 3........Geraldine Bonkowski 
Dec 3........Douglas Scaglione 
Dec 5........Mark Ball 
Dec 5........ Lynn Miller 
Dec 7 ........ Eden Bourland 
Dec 7 ........MaryAnn Gilbert 
Dec 7 ........Peter Roncoli 
Dec 11........ Jan Little 


