
I  am a shameless devotee of J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord 
of the Rings. While I like the movie version, I love the 

book. Frankly, I’ve lost count of how many times I’ve read and 
re-read it. On the surface, it’s a captivating adventure story of 
elves, wizards, dwarves, and men banding together to defeat the 
demon Sauron and his forces by destroying the One Ring that 
gives his evil its power. But beneath the surface, the trilogy is full 
of Christian imagery; for example, 
Gandalf, Aragorn, and Frodo each 
go willingly into suffering, death, 
and resurrection as Christ-figures. 

Two aspects of the trilogy bear 
especially on today’s feast of 
Epiphany. One is that, from the 
outset, the protagonists of the story 
know that they can’t avoid 
engaging Sauron, nor can they 
defeat him with grand strategies 
and large armies winning heroic 
battles. There are plenty of these, of 
course; but the effort to defeat the 
enemy proceeds — and ultimately 
succeeds — through ordinary, 
insignificant people armed only 
with hope and determination. Likewise, God’s plan to defeat 
Satan and accomplish the salvation of humankind works slowly 
and almost unnoticed throughout history. The other is that the 
story of the Ring doesn’t end with Sauron’s defeat and the 
coronation of the victorious king. It ends afterward with a 
mopping-up operation, when the battle-hardened hobbits return 
to their Shire to find that it has been taken over by the traitorous 
wizard Saruman and they must clean it up. That, too, is how 
God’s actual plan works. 

Our first reading from Isaiah Chapter 60 is the prophet’s call 
for Jerusalem to “rise, shine, for your light has come!” It’s a call 
for her to rejoice, because she has now become a center of light 

— the presence of God — to which all the nations dwelling in 
darkness are attracted. How does Isaiah say that happened? For 
an answer, we look back at Chapter 59. 

There, we see a four-step process. First, God’s wrath is 
poured out on His enemies, sometimes repeatedly and in ever-
increasing severity; sinful nations must experience the 
consequences of their ways in hopes that they come to their 

senses and repent. Second, 
those Gentiles who do 
repent learn that God’s 
offer of salvation applies to 
them, an offer they accept 
in faith. Third, the 
Redeemer comes to Zion 
to save the repentant sons 
of Jacob (the Jews). 
Fourth, redemption 
inaugurates an everlasting 
covenant, in which God 
pours out His Spirit on His 
people, who now include 
Gentiles. 
Chapter 60 of Isaiah, then, 
is an invitation for 

Jerusalem to rise up with joy. Her light has come. That light is 
Jesus, the light which the darkness has not overcome (Jn. 1:9), 
the true light of the world (Jn.8:12), come into the world as its 
light (Jn. 12:46). As that light shines, Israel’s lost sons and 
daughters return, some even carried in the arms of Gentile 
nurses. Jerusalem — the New Jerusalem, the Church, alight with 
the glory of the Lord — attracts everyone to herself, as a lamp in 
the dark draws all living things to it. 

The prophet reveals the four-step process by which God 
saves His people. But it proceeds unnoticed, almost hidden. 
Sometimes, grand strategies and large armies engaged in heroic 
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities 

 

SAT., JAN 5 St. John Neumann/First Saturday 

8:30 am First Saturday Mass: Noreen Burnett 
  [Rita Hawley] 
3:00-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Elizabeth Dahl-MacGregor 
 [Benjamin Dahl]  
 

SUN., JAN 6 EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People  
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: Gerald Damian 
 [Claudia Damian] 
 

MON.,  JAN 7 Christmas Weekday/St. Raymond of Penafort 
12:10 pm Mass: Jim O’Sullivan, 3rd Anniversary 
  [Ellen O’Sullivan and Family] 

3:30 pm Religious Education—PC 
 

TUES., JAN 8 Christmas Weekday 
8:30 am Mass: INT: Andrew Valenti 
  [Paula and Ron with love] 
 

WED.,  JAN 9 Christmas Weekday 

8:30 am Mass: Richard Krzyzaniak 
  [The Krzyzaniak Family] 
 

THU., JAN 10 Christmas Weekday 

8:30 am Mass: Katherine Randall Moore 
  [The Punches and Capizzani Families]  
 

FRI., JAN 11 Christmas Weekday 
8:30 am Mass: INT: Health of Erin Hawley’s twins 
  [Burnett Family]  
 

SAT., JAN 12 Christmas Weekday 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People  

SUN., JAN 13 BAPTISM OF THE LORD  

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: Christine Marie Hessling 
 [The Hessling Family]  
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: William and Irene Carrier 
 [Frank and Cindy Remski and Family] 
Coffee Hour after each Sunday Mass 

Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-
6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
(689) Pss Prop  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Col 
3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 
2:41-52 or, for Year C,  
1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/1 
Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 
2:41-52 (17) Pss Prop      
     
 
 

1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Mt 4:12-
17, 23-25 (212) Pss II  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Jn 4:7-10/Mk 6:34-44 
(213) 
 
 
 
 

1 Jn 4:11-18/Mk 6:45-
52 (214)   
 
 
 
 

1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Lk 
4:14-22a (215)  
  
 
 
 

1 Jn 5:5-13/Lk 5:12-16 
(216)   
 
 
 
   

1 Jn 5:14-21/Jn 3:22-30 
(217)   
 
 
 
 

Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Acts 
10:34-38/Lk 3:15-16, 
21-22 or, for Year C, 
Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ti 
2:11-14; 3:4-7/Lk 
3:15-16, 21-22 (21) 
Pss Prop  

battles are involved; the Old Testament contains some very violent 
episodes. But in real life the process of salvation history unfolds 
gradually over long eras of time, slowly materializing through 
patriarchs; escaped slaves; covenants made and expanded; kings 
and their dynasties; and periods of exile and return. It’s only fully 
manifested when a Galilean carpenter goes into the dark of death 
and emerges from it again. Then follows the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit that Isaiah promised. It sounds like a complete victory. 

Tolkien’s point, though, was that on this earth victory is not 
final. One would think that after 2000 years the whole world would 
have seen the salvation of our God — but no. Most of the world 
either has never heard about it, or has heard but rejected it. The Evil 
One, that defeated wizard; is tireless in spreading the rumor that 
salvation is a myth, that the real enemy of mankind is God. You and 
I are engaged in a spiritual and cultural battle we cannot avoid. The 
enemy won’t let us. Besides, our baptism places us in the ranks of 
those who have the mission of scouring the Shire.   

Epiphany means a manifestation, a showing forth. In the birth, 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, the message that salvation has 
arrived has been manifested, and through the Holy Spirit salvation 
was made a living reality in the Church and her saints. That was 
then. This is now. Today, salvation is manifested in our world to the 
extent that we live lives of holiness. But salvation is not something 
we can hoard for ourselves. It needs to be manifested to others. 
Most of us are ordinary, insignificant people armed only with the 
weapons of faith and the power of the Holy Spirit. Even so, we are 
the ones who have to scour the Shire — have to show the world that 

salvation is real and has 
come. 
Jesus’ Epiphany continues 
through us.  
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St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship  
WEEKLY COLLECTION 
Sunday, December 23, 2018 

Sunday Envelopes........... $5,300.00 
Loose Cash & Checks........ $198.00 
Welcome Envelopes............. $89.00 
Solemnity of Mary ............... $30.00 
Christmas Offering ............ $135.00 
Christmas Day................ $3,675.00 
Immaculate Conception....... $10.00 
eGiving ................................ $80.60 

Weekly toward budget .... $9,517.60 
Weekly goal .................... $5,300.00 
Amt. ABOVE goal.......... $4,217.60 

Actual YTD................. $140,018.68 
YTD goal .................... $137,800.00 
Amt. ABOVE goal.......... $2,218.68  

 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building and Maintenance... $85.00 
Retired Religious. .............. $120.00 
Campaign for Human Dev..... $5.00 
Votive Candles..................... $43.85 

Please Pray for:   
Brian Ball 
Leon Ball 

Ann Becktel  
Duane Beuerle 

James Bolella 
Deborah Cicero 

Abbey Cummings 
Ella Landini 
Little Lila 

Jim Maisano 
Rivka 

Cody Simpson 
Jim Walkowe 
Eddie Walz 

NEED HELP? 

ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: 
Right-to-Life MI Hotline 1-800-
57WOMAN or visit 
www.optionline.org 

“AA” group meets Fridays & 
Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emanuel 
Church kitchen. 

“COURAGE” is a Catholic 
(endorsed by Diocese) spiritual 
support group for those struggling 
with same sex attraction. 

 

“ENCOURAGE” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of “Courage” clients.  Call 
517-342-2596 

“PROJECT RACHEL” (post-
abortion reconciliation and healing) 
Call the confidential phone line: 
517-993-0291 or email 
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

Our Lady of Fatima  
 Michigan Center 

    For details visit: themanevent.org 



Job Opportunity The Diocese of Lansing 
is accepting applications for a Director of 
Communications. Applications will be 
accepted through January 18, 2019. To 
learn more about the position and apply, 
please go to www.dioceseoflansing.org/
employment  
The 46th Annual March for Life is on 
January 18th. Please join in prayer. 
Violence De-Escalation Training by the 
Meta Peace Team will be held at St. Rita’s, 
Clark Lake on Saturday, January 19, 2019 
8:30 am-4:15 pm. $65 fee includes 
breakfast, lunch and course materials. 

Please contact Marla at 517-499-4442 or 
marlagilpin05@gmail.com to register. 
Marriage Encounter Weekends 
Experience Christ’s gift anew in your 
marriage and grow closer than ever 
before on a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter weekend. Retreats will be held 
Jan. 25th-27th at Holiday Inn-Troy and 
March 15th-17th at St. Francis Retreat 
Center-DeWitt. Contact Chris and Darla 
Vinton at 734-531-9191 to register. 
 “How to protect yourself from Identity 
Theft” will be presented at the 
Manchester District Library on 
Wednesday, January 30th at 6:00 pm by 

Cindy Clark, Assistant Vice-President of 
Manchester Comerica Bank. Please RSVP 
to Cindy at 734-428-8335 or 
cmclark@comerica.com 
Restore, Renew, and Heal Retreat 
Rachel’s Vineyard is a place to renew, 
rebuild, and redeem hearts broken by 
abortion. This February 15th-17th retreat 
offers you a supportive, confidential, and 
non-judgmental, environment where 
women and men can express and reconcile 
painful post-abortive emotions to begin 
the process of healing. Contact: Della 
Seeley/New Life Center 517-993-0291. 

Many Thanks 

Fr. Bosco would like to extend his thanks 
for the many ways that parishioners have 
been generous this Christmas season.  

Thank you Bill, Janet and Vida Shurtliff for 
the donation of calendars and books that 
were sold as a fundraiser for the parish. 

Thank you to Sue Fielder and the 
decorating committee for making our 
church so beautiful. The church truly looks 
like a place that is fit for a king. 

Thank you to everyone who has 
participated in the parish fundraisers 
throughout this season: purchasing books 
and calendars, donating winter clothes, 
helping to fund Deacon Dennis’ pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land, end of the year donations 
and your Christmas offerings.  

May all of you be truly blessed in 2019 as 
you continue to grow in faith and holiness 
in our parish family.   

Amazing Greys to Gather 

Amazing Greys will have their next 
gathering on Monday, January 14th 
following 12:10 pm Mass. Please join us in 
the Fr. Fisher Hall for a potluck lunch and 
fellowship.  

Opportunity for the Men of St. 
Mary’s 

Were you an altar boy in your 
younger days? Did you ever wish 
you had been? Or did you come to 
the Faith as an adult and didn’t think 

you would ever have that opportunity? Please 
consider letting Fr. Bosco know you are 
interested in serving at the altar during Holy 
Mass, no matter what your experience. There 
is no upper age limit for serving! And both 
you and the parish will be greatly blessed. 
Excellent training will be provided, and you 
can request times to serve that fit your 
schedule. As Pope Benedict said, in serving 
you are “particularly close to Christ Jesus in 
the Eucharist. You have the enormous 
privilege of being close to the altar, close to 
the Lord.” Please prayerfully consider this 
invitation to serve our Lord in the Holy Mass.  

Parish Calendars are Here 

2019 religious year calendars are now 
available in the vestibule of the Church. 
These calendars are a gift to you from the 
Parish.  

Formed 

FORMED, an online service for accessing 
thousands of Catholic videos, audios and 
eBooks On Demand anytime, anywhere is 
available to all parishioners. If you need more 
assistance contact Deacon Dennis or the 
Parish Office. 

Altar Flower Sponsorships  

To sponsor Altar Flowers for the 2019 
calendar year you will find a sign-up sheet 
in the entryway of the church. You may fill 
in any dates you would like to reserve for 
the coming year. Please remit a stipend of 
at least $40/week by placing an envelope in 
the collection basket. 
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Amazing Greys  
meet each second 

Monday of the month 
after 12:10 pm Mass. 
Please join us for a 
potluck lunch on 

Monday, 
January 14th 

Sanctuary 
Lamps  

are burning this week for: 
1) For the Repose of the Soul of 
Dr. Romeo M.  Abejuro 
(Jim and Marja Warner) 

AREA NEWS 

P A R I S H  N E W S  

For more news and events in the area, please visit our website:  stmarymanchester.org 

COFFEE HOUR 
SUNDAY, 

JAN 
13TH,  

Sponsored by 
Amazing Greys 

Parish  Family  Birthdays 
Jan 3......... Gina Jennings 
Jan 5......... Constance Stancato 
Jan 6......... Mark Kurasz 
Jan 7 ......... Doug Rickert 
Jan 8......... Richard Fielder 
Jan 8......... Joshua Miller 
Jan 8......... Cynthia Remski 
Jan 9......... Katelyn Simpson 
Jan 10....... Duane Beuerle 
Jan 11 ........ Lily McFarland 
Jan 12........ Geneva Walkowe 
Jan 13........ Jeffrey Sangster 


