
It  is natural to reciprocate—to help those who help 
you and hurt those who hurt you. “Do unto others 

as they do unto you” is simple justice, and has been enshrined 
in law at least since the Code of Hammurabi (18th Century 
B.C.), which specified an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. 
Reciprocity is considered a natural, commonsense way to 
order one’s life as its goal is fairness. And yet Jesus tells us that 
reciprocity is not kingdom behavior. Just as God goes beyond 
justice to mercy, we are to do the same. It is a hard lesson. It 
is un-natural. We can move beyond justice to mercy, but only 
through the grace of God. 

Jesus begins this section by 
saying, “Love your enemies,” He 
gives concrete examples to 
illustrate what He means. He 
organizes these in two sets of three 
examples. In the first set of three, 
He says: “do good to those who 
hate you”, “bless those who curse 
you”, “pray for those who mistreat 
you”. In the second set of three, He 
says: “To him who strikes you on 
the cheek, offer also the 
other”, “and from him who takes away your cloak, don’t 
withhold your coat,” also  “Give to everyone who asks you, 
and don’t ask him who takes away your goods to give them 
back again”.  These examples are organized for emphasis. By 
giving two sets of three examples, Jesus establishes a rhythm 
that captures our attention. 

The behaviors outlined in the first set of three are general 
in nature: (1) hatred (2) cursing and (3) abuse. These manifest 
themselves in many different ways. The behaviors outlined in 
the second set of three are quite specific: (1) striking a cheek 
(2) taking a coat and (3) taking goods. When Jesus tells us to 
love, do good, bless, and pray, He is speaking to the crowd. 
When Jesus tells us to turn the other cheek and to give to 
everyone who begs from us, He is speaking to us individually. 
His finger is pointing directly at you or me. The charge is 
specific not only in the actions involved but in the persons 
addressed. 

The principle is “Love your enemies,” and we understand 
almost instinctively that we must apply that principle 
creatively and faithfully in relationship to our enemies. The 
examples which Jesus provides to illustrate the word “love” 
are not directed at feelings but at actions that are unselfish and 
uninfluenced by any hope of return. With the principle of love 
and the six examples, Jesus clearly establishes that we, as His 
disciples, are not to allow people of lesser principles to set the 
agenda. We are to give up much, and endure much, for the 
sake of showing kindness and avoiding strife. We are to forego 

even our rights, rather than awaken 
angry passions and create quarrels. In 
this they were to be like their Master, 
long-suffering, meek, and lowly of 
heart. These behaviors might seem 
weak in the face of hatred and 
violence, but Jesus transforms them. 
He demonstrates at the cross how 
powerful they can be. On the cross, 
He did not curse His enemies, but 
prayed for their forgiveness. 
Jesus then anchors this section with 
the command, “As you would like 

people to do to you, do exactly so to them” (v. 31). We know 
this as the Golden Rule. This rule had often been stated in 
negative form. Philo said, “What you hate to suffer, do not do 
to anyone else.” The Stoics said, “What you do not wish to be 
done to yourself, do not do to any other” (Barclay, 77). Jesus’ 
positive statement of this rule expands its application 
considerably. We are not only to avoid behavior that we would 
not want to experience, but are to practice behavior that we 
would want to experience. This is much more pro-active and 
dynamic. 

In verses 28-36, Jesus has shown us how to respond to 
people who misuse us. Now He speaks of people who treat us 
well. He does not deny us the right to give good for good, but 
denies us special credit for doing so. Giving good for good is 
simply reciprocity, and reciprocity is not kingdom behavior. 
Even people who do not follow Christ give good for good. As 
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The Youth Group had a circus Sunday, February 17th. 
The evening included carnival games, food watching 
“The Greatest Showman, and learning about their 
own uniqueness. Students from Fatima joined the fun. 



Siena Series Talk “The Problem with Providence,” Thursday, 
March 7th – Noting the common Christian belief in divine 
providence and the belief by some that God’s plan is not going 
well these days, Assistant Professor Wendy Crosby helps 
participants to understand how providence might be leading 
them into action. Cost is $10. Contact the Weber Center at 517-
266-4000 to register. 
Find Your Greatness: Four Habits that will transform your life, a 
workshop based on Matthew Kelly’s book The Four Signs of a 
Dynamic Catholic and featuring Jonathon Fanning, will be 
offered on March 16th from 9 am-1 pm at St. Rita’s Clark Lake. 
Purchase tickets at DynamicCatholic.com for $25/person.  
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities 

 

SAT., FEB 23 St. Polycarp 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Betsy Kripas 
  [Kathy Hagerman]  

SUN., FEB 24 SEVENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: Jim Walkowe 
 [Shirley Krzyzaniak] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People  
 

MON.,  FEB 25 Ordinary Weekday  
12:10 pm Mass:INT: Burnett Family 
  [Burnett Children] 
3:30 pm Religious Education Classes –PC 
 

TUES., FEB 26 Ordinary Weekday 
8:30 am Mass: Jim Walkowe 
  [Heather Walkowe] 
 

WED.,  FEB 27 Ordinary Weekday 

8:30 am Mass: INT: For individuals who prayed for 
Trish Waldecker Murray 

  [Trish Waldecker Murray] 
7:00 pm Finance Council Meeting—RCR  
 

THU., FEB 28 Ordinary Weekday 

8:30 am Mass: Jeannie Lynn Davis 
  [Alice Kidd]  
 

FRI., MARCH 1 Ordinary Weekday/First Friday 
8:30 am Mass: Dick and wife Shirley Krzyzaniak 

on their 59th Wedding Anniversary 
  [Krzyzaniak Family]  
Exposition and Adoration following Mass 
8:00 pm Confession 
10:00 pm Benediction and Close of Adoration  
 

SAT., MARCH 2 Ordinary Weekday/First Saturday/BVM 

8:30 pm First Saturday Mass: Betsy Kripas 
  [Bill and Astrida Punches]  
9:00 am First Reconciliation followed by class—FFH 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Noreen Burnett 
  [Rita Hawley] 
  

SUN., MARCH 3 EIGHTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People  
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass:  Joseph and  Suzanne Germek 
 [Kathy and Martin Brogley] 

Heb 11:1-7/Mk 9:2-13 
(340)    
 
 
 
 
 

1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 
22-23/1 Cor 15:45-49/ 
Lk 6:27-38 (81) Pss III    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sir 1:1-10/Mk 9:14-29 
(341)    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sir 2:1-11/Mk 9:30-37 
(342) 
 
 
 
 

Sir 4:11-19/Mk 9:38-
40 (343)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sir 5:1-8/Mk 9:41-50 
(344) 
 
 
 
 
 

Sir 6:5-17/Mk 10:1-12 
(345)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sir 17:1-15/Mk 10:13-16 
(346)    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sir 27:4-7/1 Cor 
15:54-58/Lk 6:39-45 
(84) Pss IV    

Christ’s disciples, we are to give good whether we have received 
good or bad. We are not to be motivated by debts that we owe 
other people or that they owe us. 
Jesus calls for an end to such 
calculation. We are to break the 
cycle of calculation by giving 
good; this should be the mark at 
which the Christian should aim. 
This is to walk in the steps of our 
blessed Savior. If He had dealt 
with the world as the world dealt 
with Him, we would all have been 
ruined forever in hell. 

Luke 6:35-36 says, “Be 
merciful, just as your Father is 
also merciful.” Here Jesus gives 
us the theological understanding 
of non-reciprocal behavior. We 
are to love, to do good, and to act 
generously, because we “will be children of the Most High.” As 
children of the Most High, our reward is great, because we are 
heirs to the kingdom. We get to live under the king’s roof and eat 
at the king’s table. We get to enter into the king’s presence and to 
enjoy the king’s protection. It is a life of privilege—a blessed life. 
Thanklessness and ingratitude should not make them slack their 
hands from works of love and mercy. Like their Father in heaven, 
they should never be tired of doing good. Such is the teaching of 
our Lord Jesus Christ about charity. Few of His sayings are so 
deeply heart-searching as those we have now been considering. 
Few passages in the Bible are so truly humbling as these eleven 
verses. 

Dear brothers and sisters, how happy the world would be if 
Christ's precepts were strictly obeyed! The chief causes of half the 
sorrows of mankind are selfishness, strife, unkindness, and lack of 
love. Never was there a greater mistake than to suppose that vital 
Christianity interferes with human happiness. It is not having too 
much religion, but too little, that makes people gloomy, wretched, 
and miserable. Wherever Christ is best known and obeyed, there 
will always be found the most real joy and peace. Let us seek to 
be joined to Christ by faith, and to be taught and sanctified by His 
Spirit. We cannot have flowers without roots, or fruit without 
trees. We cannot have the fruit of the Spirit, without vital union 
with Christ.   
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Please Pray for:   
Russ Auito 
Brian Ball 
Leon Ball 

Ann Becktel  
Duane Beuerle 

Ethel Fahey 
Herman Hessling 

Elise Kueffner 
Jessica Morrison 
Cody Simpson 

Trish Waldecker 
Murray 

Eddie Walz 
Repose of the 

Soul:   
+Larry Kouba 
+Jim Maisano 

  

NEED HELP? 

ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: 
Right-to-Life MI Hotline 1-800-
57WOMAN or visit 
www.optionline.org 

“AA” group meets Fridays & 
Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emanuel 
Church kitchen. 

“COURAGE” is a Catholic 
(endorsed by Diocese) spiritual 
support group for those struggling 
with same sex attraction. 

 
“ENCOURAGE” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of “Courage” clients.  Call 
517-342-2596 

“PROJECT RACHEL” (post-
abortion reconciliation and healing) 
Call the confidential phone line: 
517-993-0291 or email 
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

MARCH 1st 
9:00 am until 

Benediction at 10:00 pm 
(Confessions heard  8-9 pm) 
** FIRST SATURDAY 

MASS at 8:30 am ** 

FIRST FRIDAY 
ADORATION 

of the Most 
BLESSED 

SACRAMENT 

AREA NEWS 



Lend a Hand for the Fish Fry Dinners  

Fish Fry Committee team captains need 
your help to make these dinners successful. 
Sign-up sheets are available in the entryway 
of the Church after Masses to either renew 
your commitment or choose new tasks. The 
first dinner is Friday, March 8th.  

Prepare for the Pillars of Lent  

Lent is a time of prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving beginning on Ash Wednesday, 
March 6th, which is observed as a day of 
fast and abstinence. It is also set aside as a 
day of prayer and contemplation. This year 
there will be three Masses offered that day: 
7:00am, 8:30am and 7:00pm. At each Mass 
there will be a second collection that will be 
used to fill the parish poor box. Please take 
the opportunity to begin Lent with the three 
pillars firmly in place and come prepared to 
help fill the poor box to assist our brothers 
and sisters in need. 

Mass at Sunrise on Ash Wednesday  

In years past, perhaps you’ve not been able 
to get to Mass on Ash Wednesday morning 
because of work or school. Well, not this 
year! Regardless of your work schedule or 
other commitments, you still have an 
opportunity at the very beginning of your 
day to attend Holy Mass and receive the 
Imposition of Ashes. Fr. Bosco has 
scheduled a Sunrise Mass at 7:00 am 
on Ash Wednesday, March 6th. 
Respecting the fact that many people need 
to get to work, the Mass will be brief, 
without hymns or a sermon. However, the 
Mass will include the powerful Imposition 
of Ashes. “Remember that you are dust, and 
to dust you shall return.” Take this 
opportunity to begin Ash Wednesday – and 
all of Lent – with this holy reminder.  

Learn the Baltimore Catechism  
during Lent  

For many generations, faithful Catholics 
grew in their faith as they came to know, 
love, and serve God through the Baltimore 
Catechism. This catechism teaches by 
means of a series of simple questions and 

answers. They provide 
brief statements of what the Catholic 
Church teaches and what we believe. For 
instance: “Q: Who is God? A: God is the 
Creator of heaven and earth, and of all 
things.” If you would like to learn more 
about our faith through the Baltimore 
Catechism by receiving one simple lesson 
each day (just a few dozen words or so), 
please email your name to this new parish 
a c c o u n t  b e f o r e  M a r c h  4 t h 
StMaryManchesterCatechism@gmail.com 
and beginning with Ash Wednesday, we 
will send you a lesson daily. If at any point 
you wish to discontinue receiving these 
emails, just let us know and your name will 
be removed.  

What Science says about the 
Eucharist    

The Church is always skeptical about hosts 
that bleed or become human heart tissue and 
blood. In Argentina in the 1990s, 
Archbishop Jorge Bergoglio (now Pope 
Francis) had such a host analyzed by a 
world renowned cardio pathologist. The 
results were astounding. It was the only 
sample ever found to have human DNA that 
could not be profiled. This was the identical 
result found in the blood and tissue sample 
from the Lanciano miracle in the 
8th century. Learn more by signing up for 
the Eucharist sessions, here at St. Mary 
Parish, beginning on March 12th. Sign-up 
sheets are in the Church vestibule. These 
sessions could change your life.   

All-Day Confession 

During the season of Lent we are asked to 
not only pray, fast and give alms, but also to 
prepare ourselves for the joy of the 
Resurrection by making a good confession. 
St. Francis of Assisi in Ann Arbor will be 
hosting All-Day Confession on Tuesday, 
March 19th. Many priests will be available 
to give counseling and the gift of healing 
through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. If 
you are unable to attend this event, more 
opportunities will be available for 
confession throughout Lent. 
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St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 
 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
Sunday, February 10, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes ...........$5,205.17 
Loose Cash & Checks ..........$47.00 
Welcome Envelopes ...............$9.00 
Coffee Hour .......................$145.00 
E-Giving ..............................$98.18 

Weekly toward budget.....$5,504.35 
Weekly goal.....................$5,300.00 
Amt. ABOVE goal .............$204.35 
 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building and Maintenance ...$40.00 
Poor Box..............................$23.24 
Votive Candles.....................$54.00 

Altar Flowers 
for the week of 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24TH 
 In Honor of  

Rita Townsend 
(Ruth and Tom Burch) 

Sanctuary 
Lamps  

are burning this week for: 
1) In Remembrance of 
Betsy Kripas 

(Kathy Hagerman) 
2) In Remembrance of 
Jim Walkowe 

(Kathy Hagerman) 

P A R I S H  N E W S  

For more news and events in the area, please visit our website:  stmarymanchester.org 

Parish  Family  Birthdays 
Feb 23......Anthony Bargardi 
Feb 23......Astrida Punches 
Feb 24......Anna Cocco 
Feb 24......Francis Cousino 
Feb 24......Ellen O’Sullivan 
Feb 25......Ethan Villarreal 
Feb 26......Kimberly Bargardi 
Feb 28......Susan Kensler 
Feb 29......Kim Dermyre 
Feb 29......John Seefeld 
Feb 29......Fran Seefeld 
Feb 29......Sean Wilson 
Feb 29......Bridget Wilson 
Feb 29......Jason Woods 
March 1 ....JoEllen Radze 
March 2 ...Willem Rohwer 
March 2 ...Jeff Wallace 
March 3 ...Patricia Gibbons 
March 3 ...Pat Kohmescher 
March 3 ...Rita Townsend 
March 3 ...Bernard Way 

Deacon Dennis and Sue are off to the Holy Land!  Each evening Steve Ray will upload a video of 
the day's events so you can be with us as we travel. You can share in the Pilgrimage virtually by 
accessing the daily videos at www.CatholicConvert.com  


