
Orthodox Jews take the Sabbath very seriously. Viva 
Hammer, a Jewish widow and recent empty-nester, reflected 
in the November issue of First Things on her first Sabbath 
alone, and what the day means to her as a Jewish woman. 

“So many things are forbidden on the Sabbath that the 
hours prior [to it] are a turmoil of activity. I fill the urn from 
which I will make tomorrow’s tea, broil fish, and peel 
vegetables. I switch on the lights that will stay lit twenty-five 
hours, and turn all others off….  Then I put all devices away, 
shower, and dress in fresh clothes.” 

Reading her reflections, I 
began to consider what Sunday 
means (or should mean) to 
Catholics, and I notice some 
remarkable parallels between the 
Jewish reverence for the Sabbath 
and the Christian devotion to 
Sunday, the Lord’s Day. For 
example, there is how Jews see 
the Sabbath: 

“The Sabbath is a memorial 
to God’s creating the world, in 
which six days were spent on the 
work of creation and the seventh on rest….  The Sabbath is 
inviolable. …Even Yom Kippur, the holiest day in the Jewish 
calendar, does not override the Sabbath: When they fall on the 
same day, they form a joint Sabbath of Sabbaths.” 

The meaning is nearly identical to how Catholics view 
Sunday, the Lord’s Day: “Because it is the ‘first day,’ the day 
of Christ’s Resurrection recalls the first creation. Because it is 
the ‘eighth day’ following the Sabbath, it symbolizes the new 
creation ushered in by Christ’s Resurrection. For Christians 
[Sunday] has become the first of all days, the first of all feasts, 
the Lord’s Day” (CCC 2174). Sunday is the preeminent “Holy 
Day of Obligation.” Even when other Holy Days of Obligation 
fall on a Sunday, the celebration of the Lord’s Day takes 
precedence.  (Easter may be an exception, but then it falls on a 
Sunday so it’s a moot point.) 

Of course, the Sabbath is a day of rest for Jews. “We may 
not work for pay or pay others to work for us. Our businesses 

shut.” How many times do we hear Christians lament that 
some of us must work for pay on Sundays, and that stores stay 
open on Sundays. We do bemoan it, but we shop on Sundays 
too. 

The Jewish Sabbath is time for personal rest, but not “for a 
day off, not for a vacation, but for the Sabbath. With its 
enforced quiet and song and contemplation and afternoon 
nap.” Despite the individual rest, the Sabbath is a day for 
community: “Sabbath requires sitting face-to-face with your 
community, your family, and yourself.” It’s a day for families: 

“When I talk to Jewish women 
about their image of family,” Mrs. 
Hammer writes, “they describe a 
quorum of children around the 
Sabbath table. The triumph of the 
family is around the Sabbath 
table, and the focus of the Sabbath 
is the family.” 
For Christians, Sunday fulfills the 
Sabbath. It is the gathering of the 
Catholic family around the Lord’s 
table. Sunday “is the pre-eminent 
day for the liturgical assembly, 

when the faithful gather ‘to listen to the word of God and take 
part in the Eucharist, thus calling to mind the Passion, 
Resurrection, and glory of the Lord Jesus, and giving thanks to 
God who “has begotten them again, by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead” unto a living hope’” (CCC 1167). 
The passage in the Letter to the Hebrews urging Christians 
“not to neglect to meet together, as is the habit of some” (Hb 
10:25) refers to the “habit of some” to skip Sunday Mass for 
private recreation, a theft of the Lord’s Day. 

Because many Christians claim Sunday as “their time.” 
They resent the Church for obliging them to keep the Lord’s 
Day holy, separate, reserved for the Lord himself. Frankly 
though, Sunday is not and never was intended as one’s own 
day off, a vacation. Claiming Sunday for oneself is a kind of 
theft. Yes, it is a day of rest — but rest that includes time for 
spiritual health in worship and reflection as well as recreation. 
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The Youth Group went to Roadshow 2019 Sunday, February 
24th. This Christian music concert held at EMU Convocation 
Center featured Matt Maher, Matthew West and others. 



Find Your Greatness: Four Habits That Will Transform Your Life, 
a workshop based on Matthew Kelly’s book The Four Signs of a 
Dynamic Catholic and featuring Jonathon Fanning, will be offered 
on March 16th from 9 am-1 pm at St. Rita’s Clark Lake. Purchase 
tickets at DynamicCatholic.com for $25/person.  
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend If strengthening 
your faith AND your marriage is on your list of Lenten plans, this 
is for you. Join us March 15th-17th at St. Francis Retreat Center-
DeWitt. Contact Chris & Darla Vinton at 734-531-9191. 
Parish Regional Meetings are annual events lead by diocesan 
directors for all parish ministry leaders. Dates this year include:  
March 13th at Holy Spirit, Brighton; March 19th at St. Elizabeth, 
Tecumseh; March 20th at St. Martha, Okemos. 
Family Life Services 2019 Gala will be March 21st at 6:30pm at 
the Eagle Crest Marriott, Ypsilanti. Learn more about our work , 
pledge support, enjoy dinner, client stories, and this year’s guest 
speaker: Travon P. Clifton, a licensed Baptist minister, a Christian 
radio and tv producer, wife and mother who was conceived when 
her mother was raped. To RSVP visit: Flsfriends.com/annualgala/ 
Call 734-484-3088 or email development@flscenter.com 
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities 

 

SAT., MARCH 2 Ordinary Weekday/First Saturday/BVM 

8:30 am First Saturday Mass: Betsy Kripas 
  [Bill and Astrida Punches]  
9:00 am First Reconciliation followed by class—FFH 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Noreen Burnett 
  [Rita Hawley] 
  

SUN., MARCH 3 EIGHTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People  
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass:  Joseph and  Suzanne Germek 
 [Kathy and Martin Brogley] 
Rita Townsend 100th Birthday 
 

MON.,  MARCH 4 Ordinary Weekday/St. Casmir 
12:10 pm Mass:Rosalee Hoelzer 
  [Burnett Family] 
3:30 pm Religious Education Classes –PC 
 

TUES., MARCH 5 Ordinary Weekday 
8:30 am Mass: Judy Siren 
  [Pat and Mike Gibbons] 
4:00 pm Staff Meeting—FFH  
7:00 pm Pastoral Council Meeting—FFH  
 

WED.,  MARCH 6 Ash Wednesday 

7:00 am Mass: INT: Health and Welfare  of all St. 
Mary Parishioners 

  [The Punches Family] 
8:30 am Mass: INT: Graham Hawley 
  [Burnett Family] 
7:00 pm Mass: Jean Ramde 
  [Sylvie and Scott Strong] 
 

THU., MARCH 7 Ordinary Weekday/Sts. Perpetua and Felicity 
8:30 am Mass: INT: For Holy Souls in Purgatory 
  [Claudia Damian]  
 

FRI., MARCH 8 Ordinary Weekday/St. John of God  
8:30 am Mass: Noreen Burnett 
  [Mary McKenzie] 
4:30-7:00 pm Fish Fry—PC  
7:30 pm Stations of the Cross –Church  
 

SAT., MARCH 9 Ordinary Weekday/BVM/St. Frances of Rome 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Repose of the Soul of 
Betsy Kripas 
   [St. Mary Altar Society] 
  

SUN., MARCH 10 FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: Jim Walkowe 
 [Bill and Astrida Punches] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass:  For the People  
Coffee Hour after Sunday Masses 

hosted by Homeschoolers 

Sir 17:1-15/Mk 10:13-16 
(346)    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sir 27:4-7/1 Cor 
15:54-58/Lk 6:39-45 
(84) Pss IV    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sir 17:20-24/Mk 10:17-
27 (347)    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sir 35:1-12/Mk 10:28-31 
(348) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jl 2:12-18/2 Cor 
5:20—6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 
16-18 (219) Pss IV   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dt 30:15-20/Lk 9:22-
25 (220) 
 
 
 
 
 

Is 58:1-9a/Mt 9:14-15 
(221)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is 58:9b-14/Lk 5:27-32 
(222)    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dt 26:4-10/Rom 10:8-
13/Lk 4:1-13 (24) Pss I     

The experience many parents face about children’s drifting 
away from faith is familiar to our Jewish widow: “For half a decade 
now, I have been single, but the children remained with me. They 
stopped observing the Sabbath as they floated away into a culture in 
which one day is the same ceaseless round as the next. I am sad for 
them in their Sabbath-less world.” What Christian parent cannot 
empathize with her grief, when the children they’ve trained to 
worship on Sunday and have sacrificed to provide a Catholic 
education for float away into a 
Sunday-less world? 

Obviously, those who drift 
away from the faith, or who 
explicitly reject it, are responsible 
for their own actions. But those of 
us who remain are responsible, too. Just as Mrs. Hammer remains 
faithful to the Sabbath, whether alone or in community, we remain 
steadfast in our celebration of Sunday, the Lord’s Day. If some drift 
away because Sunday is just another day of the week, we need to 
insist on the day’s true meaning, and observe it accordingly. Sunday 
isn’t a day off, a vacation. It is a time to obey the commandment to 
“keep holy the Lord’s Day. We make it special in our homes and in 
our churches through “quiet and song and contemplation” and 
participation at Mass. 

Christians live under Jesus’ New Commandment, but it doesn’t 
abrogate the Old. The least we as orthodox Catholics can do is take 
the Lord’s Day as seriously as Orthodox Jews take the Sabbath.   

Deacon Dennis’ article continued from page 1 

Please Pray 
for:   

Russ Auito 
Brian Ball 
Leon Ball 

Ann Becktel  
Duane Beuerle 

Ethel Fahey 
Mike Gibbons 
Elise Kueffner 

Cody Simpson 
Eddie Walz 

Repose of the Soul:   
+Jean Ramde 

NEED HELP? 

ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: 
Right-to-Life MI Hotline 1-800-
57WOMAN or visit 
www.optionline.org 

“AA” group meets Fridays & 
Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emanuel 
Church kitchen. 

“COURAGE” is a Catholic 
(endorsed by Diocese) spiritual 
support group for those struggling 
with same sex attraction. 

 
“ENCOURAGE” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of “Courage” clients.  Call 
517-342-2596 

“PROJECT RACHEL” (post-
abortion reconciliation and healing) 
Call the confidential phone line: 
517-993-0291 or email 
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

COFFEE HOUR 
SUNDAY, MARCH 
10TH,  

Sponsored by 
Homeschoolers 

AREA NEWS 

Happy 100th Birthday, Rita Townsend!! 



First Fish Fry is Friday  

The first Fish Fry dinner is Friday, March 
8th. Please invite your family, friends, co-
workers and the strangers you meet to join 
us 4:30-7:00 pm. 

Operation Rice Bowl  

During Lent we are asked to fast, pray and 
give alms. Operation Rice Bowl is a way to 
accomplish all three of these practices. By 
following the calendar that comes with the 
alms box you can learn about those who 
struggle to put food on the table, pray for 
them, fast and put alms in the box reflecting 
the money you would’ve spent on your 
meal. You can find Operation Rice Bowl 
materials in the entryway of the Church. 

Learn the Baltimore Catechism   

If you would like to learn more about our 
faith through the Baltimore Catechism by 
receiving a simple lesson each day, please 
email your name to this new parish account: 
StMaryManchesterCatechism@gmail.com 
before March 4th. Beginning with Ash 
Wednesday, we will send you a lesson 
daily. If at any point you wish to 
discontinue receiving these emails, just let 
us know and your name will be removed 

Mass on Ash Wednesday  

In years past, perhaps you’ve not been able 
to get to Mass on Ash Wednesday morning 
because of work or school. This year, 
regardless of your work schedule or other 
commitments, you still have an opportunity 
at the very beginning of your day to attend 
Holy Mass and receive the Imposition of 
Ashes. Fr. Bosco has scheduled a Sunrise 
Mass at 7:00 am on Ash Wednesday, 
March 6th. Respecting the fact that many 
people need to get to work, the Mass will be 
brief, without hymns or a sermon. However, 
the Mass will include the powerful 
Imposition of Ashes. Take this opportunity 
to begin Ash Wednesday – and all of Lent – 
with this holy reminder. Mass will also be 
offered that day at 8:30am and 7:00pm.  The 
collection at each Mass will be used to fill 
the parish poor box, so come prepared to 
assist our brothers and sisters in need..  

Stations of the Cross 

During the season of Lent we will be 
praying  the Stations of the Cross each 
Friday beginning at 7:30 pm. This devotion 
will also be prayed 20 minutes prior to each 
of the weekend Masses.  

Holy people are ordinary people ...    

... who understand they cannot make 
themselves holy. It’s important to hear what 
Jesus said to people about the Eucharist, 
"This teaching is hard." He also said, "It is 
the Spirit that gives life, while the flesh 
[earthly things] is to no avail. The words 
that I have spoken to you are spirit and life." 
Some things cannot be fully known, but are 
meant to be understood. We can only 
understand the Eucharist through the gift of 
faith. Add your name to the Eucharist 
Sessions sign-up sheet in the vestibule: 5 
Tuesdays, March 12th-April 9th, 6-
7:30pm, FFH, dinner • video • discussion.   

All-Day Confession 

During the season of Lent we are asked to 
not only pray, fast and give alms, but also to 
prepare ourselves for the joy of the 
Resurrection by making a good confession. 
St. Francis of Assisi in Ann Arbor will be 
hosting All-Day Confession on Tuesday, 
March 19th. Many priests will be available 
to give counseling and the gift of healing 
through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. If 
you are unable to attend this event, more 
opportunities will be available for 
confession throughout Lent. 

Formed 

If you haven’t yet explored FORMED, an 
online service for accessing thousands of 
Catholic content, Lent is a great time to get 
you started. This service is available to all 
parishioners at no cost by downloading the 
app on your device or visiting 
www.formed.org. If you need more assistance 
contact the Parish Office. 
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St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 
 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
Sunday, February 17, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes ...........$4,348.00 
Loose Cash & Checks ..........$81.10 
Welcome Envelopes .............$23.00 
E-Giving ..............................$55.00 

Weekly toward budget.....$4,507.10 
Weekly goal.....................$5,300.00 
Amt. BELOW goal.............$792.90 
 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building and Maintenance .$160.00 
Poor Box..............................$10.00 
Votive Candles.....................$42.00 

Amazing Greys  
meet each second 

Monday of the month 
after 12:10 pm Mass. 
Please join us for a 
potluck lunch on 

Monday, March 
11th 

Altar Flowers 
for the week of 

SUNDAY, MARCH 3RD 
 In Honor of  

Rita Townsend 
(Anonymous) 

ftÇvàâtÜç 
_tÅÑá  

are burning this week for: 
1) In Honor of 

Rita Townsend’s 100th 
Birthday 

(Her Family) 
2) For the Repose of the Soul  of 

Larry Kouba 
(Jim and Marja Warner) 

P A R I S H  N E W S  

For more news and events in the area, please visit our website:  stmarymanchester.org 

Parish  Family  Birthdays 
March 2 ...Willem Rohwer 
March 2 ...Jeff Wallace 
March 3 ...Patricia Gibbons 
March 3 ...Pat Kohmescher 
March 3 ...Rita Townsend 
March 3 ...Bernard Way 
March 4 ...James Miller 
March 5 ...John Johnson 
March 5 ...Wilma Lentz 
March 5 ...Katherine Remski 
March 6 ...Veronica Kastl 
March 6 ...Rita Messman 
March 7 ...Michael DeLucia 
March 7 ...Patricia Fitzgerald 
March 7 ...Sean Sangster 
March 7 ...Spencer Wallace 
March 8 ...Gayle Antonelli 
March 8 ...Lisa Brothers 
March 10 .Eoin Flaherty 


