
The  forty days of Lent is the annual retreat of the 
people of God in imitation of Jesus' forty days 

in the wilderness. As we begin this holy season of preparation 
and renewal, let us ask the Lord for a fresh outpouring of His 
Holy Spirit that we may grow in faith, hope, and love, and 
embrace His will more fully in our lives. 

Before we come to chapter 4:1-13 where the passage 
deals with the temptation of our Lord, the first 3 chapters were 
testimony of angels, the testimony of men, the testimony of the 
Trinity, testimony of genealogy to prove that Jesus is the Son 
of God. It's fine to have all of these evidences, all of these 
proofs, all of these 
credentials in place. But the 
ultimate question is: can He 
save sinners from sin? Can 
He save sinners from the 
destroyer, from death and 
hell? Can He undo what the 
destroyer did with the first 
Adam? Can He conquer 
Satan? If He can’t conquer 
sin for Himself, then for sure 
He can't do it for us. The 
fourth chapter of Luke is the 
question: Can Jesus conquer 
the devil and sin? With the 
Spirit of God literally driving 
Him, says one of the Gospel writers, He goes into the 
wilderness. He goes into this conflict because it was absolutely 
critical at the outset of His ministry that He be given the 
ultimate test of the power of Satan against His power to see if 
He can stand. This is essential to His messianic credentials. 

So the Messiah's credentials then must include His ability 
to demonstrate power over Satan. This is not the only time that 
He enters into conflict; verse 13 says, "The devil departed from 
Him, only until an opportune time." He came back on 
numerous occasions. If He is defeated by Satan, then we all 
lose, there is no salvation, and we are all damned. The Jews 
knew that Satan had conquered the sinless Adam. The 
question was: Could Satan conquer the sinless Jesus? And the 

Jews knew that Adam was in a perfect environment. Here we 
find Jesus in the most imperfect of all environments. After that 
forty days of struggle is over Jesus, who is a man, feels 
hungry. Satan senses in that hunger a new vulnerability. Adam 
had all that he ever needed to eat; Jesus had no food at all. And 
so, Luke tells us we have a Savior who is not like the first 
Adam. We have a Savior who can take all the temptation. He 
comes out triumphant; that identifies Jesus as the One and only 
Messiah and Savior. 

The first temptation is a temptation to distrust God's love. 
Now when I say that, you can understand that 

categorically.  You've been 
tempted to do it, to distrust 
God's love. You've been 
tempted to say, “If God 
really loved me, I wouldn't 
have wound up in this 
circumstance. If God really 
loved me I wouldn't have 
this illness. If God really 
loved me I wouldn't be 
living with so much 
disappointment. If God 
really loved me I wouldn't be 
asking why the righteous 
suffer and the wicked 
prosper?” 

In verse 3: we read that the devil said to Him, "If” or 
probably better translated, “Since" “since You are the Son of 
God tell this stone to become bread ….”. The devil never 
questions the deity of Jesus. They've known Jesus as God 
before they fell. When they were holy angels before they 
joined Satan's rebellion, they knew Jesus to be God. They still 
know He is God. That's why in Matthew 8:29 the demons say, 
"What do we have to do with You, Son of God?" They know 
who He is. What's a temptation here? It is certainly not a 
temptation of satisfying hunger. The implication here is based 
upon the fact that Satan knew that Jesus had restricted His 
independent use of His own deity to do only the will of the 
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Just in time for Lent, the project of 
framing the Stations of the Cross is 
complete. And this year you will 
see Fish Fry staff wearing newly 
donated aprons. Read more 
details on page 3 about the 
generosity of the Ball Family. 
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities 

 

SAT., MARCH 9 Ordinary Weekday/BVM/St. Frances of Rome 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Betsy Kripas 
   [St. Mary Altar Society] 
  

SUN., MARCH 10 FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT  

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: Jim Walkowe 
 [Bill and Astrida Punches] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass:  For the People  
Coffee Hour after Sunday Masses 

hosted by Homeschoolers 
 

MON.,  MARCH 11 Lenten Weekday 

12:10 pm Mass:Noreen Burnett 
  [Mary McKenzie] 
1:00 pm Amazing Greys—FFH  
3:30 pm Religious Education Classes –PC 
7:00 pm Evangelization Team Meeting—FFH 
7:00 pm Knights of Columbus Meeting—PC 
 

TUES., MARCH 12 Lenten Weekday 
8:30 am Mass: Probodhbhai Shah 
  [Lynn Waldecker] 
 

WED.,  MARCH 13 Lenten Weekday 

8:30 am Mass: Cliff Tracy 
  [His Family] 
 

THU., MARCH 14 Lenten Weekday 

8:30 am Mass: Dick Krzyzaniak, 2nd Anniversary 
  [The Krzyzaniak Family]  
 

FRI., MARCH 15 Lenten Weekday 
8:30 am Mass: INT: Mary McKenzie 
  [The Burnett Family] 
4:30-7:00 pm Fish Fry—PC  
7:30 pm Stations of the Cross –Church  
 

SAT., MARCH 16 Lenten Weekday 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Emily Cummings, a 

Birthday Remembrance 
   [St. Mary Altar Society] 
6:00-8:00 pm Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner—PC  
  

SUN., MARCH 17 SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT  

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People  
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass:  Jim Walkowe 
 [William Keezer] 

Is 58:9b-14/Lk 5:27-32 
(222)    
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dt 26:4-10/Rom 10:8-
13/Lk 4:1-13 (24) Pss I        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Mt 
25:31-46 (224)    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is 55:10-11/Mt 6:7-15 
(225) 
 
 
 
 

Jon 3:1-10/Lk 11:29-
32 (226)    
 
 
 
 

Est C:12, 14-16, 23-
25/Mt 7:7-12 (227) 
 
 
 
 
 

Ez 18:21-28/Mt 5:20-26 
(228)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dt 26:16-19/Mt 5:43-48 
(229)    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gn 15:5-12, 17-18/Phil 
3:17—4:1 or 3:20—
4:1/Lk 9:28b-36 (27) 
Pss II 

Father and that He wasn't to do anything that the Father didn't will. 
In fact, Jesus said in John 4:34, "My food is to do the will of Him 
who sent Me.” Satan is saying “look, if God really loved You, You 
wouldn't be hungry.” This is exactly the...the formula that Satan 
used with Eve, isn't it? What Satan was saying to Eve in the Garden 
is, "look there's a tree that has fruit on it and God doesn't want you 
to have it? Well if God really loved you, why would He restrict 
you? God probably isn't as loving as you think. And Eve bought 
into the lie that God wasn't as good as she thought He was. He 
quotes  Deuteronomy 8:3, "I don't live because of bread, I live 
because God has determined My life."  I'm not concerned about 
personal sacrifices, I will exalt the Word and the will of God, I will 
do exactly what the Father tells Me to do. 

When this was over, Matthew said angels came and ministered 
to Him. I think they brought bread. He's hungry. When it says the 
angels came and served Him, they served Him bread. What Jesus is 
doing here is He's affirming His absolute confidence in God. And 
then Satan makes this serious overstatement in verse 6, showing the 
nations, "For it has been handed over to me and I give it to 
whomever I wish.” Satan can't give it to anybody. He simply rules 
the system of evil. He does not determine the nations and who rules 
the nations. “Therefore if You worship before me it shall all be 
Yours.” Now Satan has a problem with this. It's what got him 
kicked out of heaven to start with. He wanted to be worshiped. "I 
will be like the Most High God," that was his thing. And he hasn't 
changed at all. He still wants to be worshiped. Now he wants to be 
worshiped by the Son of God. If he could get a member of the 
Trinity to worship him, 
he's achieved what he 
wanted in the first place. 

But he's saying to 
Jesus, bypass the cross, 
come on I'll just give You 
the crown. What he really 
wants Jesus to do is sin 
against the Father by distrusting the Father's plan, which involved 
the cross before the crown, suffering before glory, humiliation 
before exaltation. And he's saying, “I'll give You a painless path.” 
Now we can identify with that kind of temptation, to distrust God's 
plan. You can say in your life, I don't like the way things are going, 
why did it have to be like this? This isn't the way I would want it. I 
don't know how long I can take this. Is there a shortcut to the glory? 
Is there a quick path to the crown? I'm not sure I want to do it Your 
way anymore. Some come to the conclusion I think I'm going to 
grab some satisfaction for myself. But Jesus gives the right answer. 
In verse 8 He quotes Deuteronomy 6:13, "Jesus answered and said 
to him, 'It is written, You shall worship the Lord your God and 
serve Him alone’.” Dear brothers and sisters, when the Lord gives 
these answers, He really helps us. He shows us that we can be 
strong against the temptation to distrust the love of God, strong 
against temptation to distrust the plan of God. Let us not make 
bargains with the devil to avoid suffering this Lent.    

Fr. Bosco’s article continued from page 1 

Amazing Greys  
meet each second 

Monday of the month 
after 12:10 pm Mass. 
Please join us for a 
potluck lunch on 

Monday, March 
11th 

Please Pray for:   
Russ Auito 
Brian Ball 
Leon Ball 

Ann Becktel  

Duane Beuerle 
Ethel Fahey 

Mike Gibbons 
Shane Schook 
Cody Simpson 

Frank and Connie 
Stancato 

Jean Walczak 
Frances Walters 

Eddie Walz 

NEED HELP? 

ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: 
Right-to-Life MI Hotline 1-800-
57WOMAN or visit 
www.optionline.org 

“AA” group meets Fridays & 
Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emanuel 
Church kitchen. 

“COURAGE” is a Catholic 
(endorsed by Diocese) spiritual 
support group for those struggling 
with same sex attraction. 

 
“ENCOURAGE” is a separate 
support group for the families and 
friends of “Courage” clients.  Call 
517-342-2596 

“PROJECT RACHEL” (post-
abortion reconciliation and healing) 
Call the confidential phone line: 
517-993-0291 or email 
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org 

For more news and events in the area, please visit our website:  
stmarymanchester.org 



Find Your Greatness: Four Habits That Will Transform Your Life, a workshop based on Matthew 
Kelly’s book The Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic and featuring Jonathon Fanning, will be offered 
on March 16th from 9 am-1 pm at St. Rita’s Clark Lake. Purchase tickets at DynamicCatholic.com 
for $25/person.  
Parish Regional Meetings are annual events lead by diocesan directors for all parish ministry 
leaders. Dates this year include:  March 13th at Holy Spirit, Brighton; March 19th at St. Elizabeth, 
Tecumseh; March 20th at St. Martha, Okemos. 

DSA Kicks Off Today 

This weekend, March 9-10th begins the 
annual Diocesan Services Appeal. This year 
our parish goal is  $28,001.00. Envelopes for 
your pledges can be found in the pews. You 
will also receive an appeal in the mail. Please 
be as generous as you are able.  

Fish Fry Fridays  

Please invite your family, friends, co-
workers and the strangers you meet to join 
us 4:30-7:00 pm each Friday of Lent at the 
Parish Center. This ‘All You Can Eat’ meal 
is sure to please. 

Stations of the Cross 

During the season of Lent we will be 
praying  the Stations of the Cross each 
Friday beginning at 7:30 pm. This devotion 
will also be prayed 20 minutes prior to each 
of the weekend Masses. 

Ways to Grow During Lent  

Give Alms Operation Rice Bowl is a way to 
remind you about fasting and almsgiving. 
Rice Bowls are in the Church vestibule. 

Learn our Faith by receiving a simple 
lesson from the Baltimore Catechism each 
day. Please email your name to: 
StMaryManchesterCatechism@gmail.com to 
be a recipient of this simple teaching. 

Understand the Eucharist through the gift 
of faith. Add your name to the Eucharist 
Sessions sign-up sheet in the vestibule: 5 
Tuesdays, March 12th-April 9th, 6-
7:30pm, FFH, dinner • video • discussion.   

Make a Good Confession St. Francis of 
Assisi in Ann Arbor will be hosting All-Day 
Confession on Tuesday, March 19th. 
Many priests will be available to give 
counseling and the gift of healing through 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation. More 
opportunities will also be available for 
confession throughout Lent. 

St. Patrick’s Feast  

The Knights of Columbus would like to 
welcome everyone to a corned beef and 
cabbage dinner served in honor of St. Patrick 
on Saturday, March 16th after 5:00 pm Mass 
at the Parish Center. Take out meals will also 
be available. Please put your name on the 
sign-up sheet in the vestibule to insure that 
enough food is prepared. Doors open at 5:15 
pm and a free-will donation is appreciated.  

Special Thanks 

Fr. Bosco would like to express sincere 
gratitude to the Ball family for their recent 
work on behalf of their parish. As you know, 
the Stations of the Cross were removed from 
the walls of the Church and beautifully framed 
by Bud Ball. His handiwork will be 
remembered for generations to come as they 
have so vastly improved the look of our 
humble Church. Join us in praying the Stations 
of the Cross throughout Lent this year and 
truly meditate on the beauty of these precious 
works of art.  

Bud’s mother, Beth, has also been busy. She is 
a talented quilter and lent her skills to 
embroider new aprons for kitchen staff to wear 
during funeral lunches, fish frys and other 
fundraising meals. Thank you so much for 
your time and talent. 

Attention World War II Vets 

You are invited to the opening of a special 
75th anniversary exhibit at the Michigan 
Military Heritage Museum in Grass Lake on 
Friday, March 15th 1:00 pm-4:00 pm. The 
153 North Union Street, Grass Lake, MI For 
more information call 517-926-6696.Thank 
you for your service to our country. 
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St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 
 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
Sunday, February 24, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes............$5,210.00 
Loose Cash & Checks ....... $113.00 
Welcome Envelopes............. $58.00 
Easter Décor ....................... $20.00 
E-Giving............................ $100.60 

Weekly toward budget .....$5,501.60 
Weekly goal .....................$5,300.00 
Amt. ABOVE goal............. $201.60 
 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building and Maintenance $112.00 
Black and Indian Missions .. $10.00 
Catholic Relief Services....... $10.00 
Poor Box ............................. $65.00 
Votive Candles .................... $42.00 

Sanctuary 
Lamps  

are burning this week for: 
1)  John and Beth Ball  
In Honor of their 50th 

Wedding Anniversary 
(Eve Lozicki) 

2) For the Repose of the Soul  of 
Theresa Sitek 

(St. Mary’s Altar Society) 

P A R I S H  N E W S  

Pray the 
Stations of the 

Cross  
20 minutes before 

each weekend 
Mass throughout 

Lent 

COFFEE HOUR 
TODAY, MARCH 
10TH,  

Sponsored by 
Homeschoolers 

Parish  Family  Birthdays 
March 10 .Eoin Flaherty 
March 11...Rosalie Boyd 
March 11...Craig Coltre 
March 12..Celeste Sangster 
March 15..Robert Krall 
March 16..Kevin Dobis 
March 17 ..Susan Fielder 
March 17 ..Michael Gibbons 

AREA NEWS 

churchcatholic1994@gmail.com is a new email address to mimic Fr. Bosco.  
Please do not open any messages from this address and mark it as spam. 


