
2

We have seen in today’s Gospel the recovery of a lost 
sheep and a lost coin. And here is the recovery of a lost son. 
The first two stories, about the sheep and the coin, emphasize 
God as the seeker, the one who finds and the one who rejoices. 
But the third story looks not so much at the divine side, but at 
the human side: sin, repentance, recovery, and rejection. In the 
story of the prodigal son there are 
three characters, the younger son, 
the father, and the older son. First 
the younger son makes a 
shameless request, “Father, give me 
the share of the estate that falls to 
me.” The younger son treats the 
father, who is still living, as if he were 
dead. Jewish law did say, according 
to the Mishnah, which is the 
codification of Jewish law, that if a 
father decided to divide his 
property, the sons had to hold the 
property until the father died and 
only then could they do with it what 
they pleased. But this son sold his 
portion of the generational family 
estate, the property, at a reduced price. The whole scene is filled 
with shame. It's a totally dysfunctional family; a loving generous 
father who's provided massive gifts to his two sons. One is a 
flagrant, rebellious, irreligious sinner, the other is a religious one 
who stayed home but neither of them has any relationship to the 
father or to each other. They both hate each other and the father.


Once he spent everything, then comes the beginning of 
repentance. And like typical sinners, he comes up with the first 
plan. This is his plan A. He went and attached himself to one of 
the citizens of that country. First thing he said is, "I've got to get 
a job. I've got to pick myself up.” This is typical of the sinner, 
who runs from God, goes out, lives a dissolute, rebellious life, 
sins up a storm, winds up in the pit with absolutely nothing, is 
completely bankrupt. He’s aware of his condition. And he’s 
aware that it was caused by his sin. He sees beyond his 
offended human father to the offended God whose law requires 
a man to honor his father. I see this as the real action of 
repentance. Repentance is to turn around and go the other way, 
and that’s exactly what he did. He sees himself with a beatitude 
attitude. He’s a beggar in spirit. He’s in poverty, spiritually 

bankrupt. Not only is he mourning over his sin and spiritual 
poverty but he is meek now. He has become humble. 


The father re-enters the mind of the son. He submits to the 
sovereignty of his father. I'm sure he had done everything he 
could to make sure he kept his father out of his mind while he 
was indulging himself. But now, left with nothing, destitute, in a 

famine and dying of hunger, he 
comes to his senses. He has a 
conversation with himself. And what 
he says in his soliloquy is, "How 
many of my father's hired men have 
more than enough bread, but I am 
dying here of hunger?" They are at 
the lowest level. They are basically 
the poor, the poor who are willing to 
do any work. They hoped 
somebody would come along and 
hire them. He trusts in his father's 
goodness, compassion, generosity 
and mercy. Repentance is linked to 
faith. He knows the kind of man his 
father is and, in spite of the horrible 
way he has blasphemed his father, 

dishonored his father, shamed his father, the horrible way he has 
treated his father, the terrible way he has lived his life; hitting rock 
bottom he knows his father is a forgiving man and penitently he 
trusts to go back and receive forgiveness and do whatever 
works he needs to do to make restitution and be reconciled. 
And this is where repentance really begins. It begins with an 
accurate assessment of your condition. He has to go back to 
save himself from his sin. He had no rights, he forfeited them all 
when he took his part of the estate and liquidated it and 
squandered it: no rights, no worthiness. He’ll never be a son 
again. At least that's his view. I'm no longer worthy to be called 
your son, just make me a hired man. I'll take my punishment. I'll 
take exclusion from fellowship in the family. I'll take the distance 
from my father. I'll endure the humiliation of lowly work. I'll take 
the pain of hard labor for years to restore what I lost. He's filled 
with remorse for his past. He's filled with pain in the present. 
He's ready to confess his sin without excuse. He's ready to do 
whatever work he needs to do to come back. 


The lesson is that sin is rebellion against God the Father. Sin 
is shunning all responsibility, all accountability. It is to deny God 
His place. It is to hate God. It is to take all the 
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gifts that He's surrounded you with in life and squander them 
as if they were nothing. It is to run as far from God as you can 
get to give Him no thought, no regard, no concern. It is to 
waste your life in self-indulgence and dissipation and 
unrestrained lust. It's the story of every irreligious sinner, the 
story of every younger son who ran as far from God as 
possible.


But here’s the heart of the whole parable - the attitude of 
the father. I believe the father was out there every day to see if 
indeed his son might be coming home. And here is the picture 
of the seeking father: he wants to reach his son before his son 
reaches the village. He sees that son a long way off, and a 
father knows his son even at a distance. And he feels 
compassion. He ran and kept on embracing him and kept on 
fervently kissing him. He wants to protect him from the shame. 
The father is so eager, he receives and embraces and 
reconciles with the son before the son can say anything. This 
is God. The Father runs, taking the shame, to protect the son 
from the shame. He takes the scorn, mockery and slander so 
that his son doesn't have to bear it. This is the seeking God. 
And so while he’s hugging and kissing his son, the son here 
gives him the speech he rehearsed. And apparently before he 
can say it, the father said to the slaves, “Quickly,” and takes 
over the conversation. He is not only a seeking father, he is a 
loving, forgiving, gracious generous father, and his joy is like 
the joy of the shepherd who found the sheep, the joy of the 
woman who found the coin. And so the father says, “We’ve 
got to have a celebration.” That’s the heart of God, my friend. 
Forget what he did in the past. That’s all the sinner ever has to 
do, come penitently, trusting in God. And the Savior runs to 
the sinner asking nothing, throwing His arms of love, mercy 
and grace around the sinner, kissing him repeatedly because 
that is the joy of God.


The narrative then takes up the older son. In verse 25 he 
hears this dancing and music when he came back from the 
field, “And he summoned one of the servants, began inquiring 
what these things might be.” He is angry, was not willing to go 
in. He does not have the heart of his father. He has no 
compassion for the lost. He too is a lost son. There’s no 
submission to his father’s will. There’s no entering into his 
father’s joy. This son has no repentance, no confession. He 
doesn’t understand His mercy, tenderness,  compassion, 
forgiveness, and desire to reconcile with sinners. He pretends 
to stay in the father’s house, to be dutiful, to do what the father 
says, to hang around, to get what he wants, to get approval, 
affirmation, wealth, land, and community prestige. He wants 
to appear religious.  On the outside, he upholds all the 
conventional modes of external honor. Now at the end of this 
story there is meaning in parable form of this statement, “For 
the Son of Man has come to seek and save that which was 
lost.” We are reminded, Lord, of the words of the apostle Paul 
who said, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, 
‘Of whom I am chief.’” We are reminded that Jesus said He 
had come to call not the righteous but sinners to repentance. 
We see it in the story of the younger son, that those who are 
delivered and redeemed are those who recognize their sin, 
who know they’re lost. Heaven’s joy will never end when a 
sinner comes home.  ❖


SAT., MARCH 30 Lenten Weekday
Hos 6:1-6/Lk 18:9-14 (242) 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 

5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Richard Krzyzaniak 
[Bill and Astrida Punches]

SUN., MARCH 31 FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

Jos 5:9a, 10-12/2 Cor 
5:17-21/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 (33) 
or, from Year A, 1 Sm 16:1b, 
6-7, 10-13a/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 
9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 
34-38 (31) Pss IV 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Jim Maisano 

[Bill and Astrida Punches] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People

MON., APRIL 1 Lenten Weekday

Is 65:17-21/Jn 4:43-54 (244) 12:10 pm Mass: ♰Betsy Kripas 
[Shirley Krzyzaniak] 

3:30 pm Religious Ed - PC 
7:00 pm Communal Penance Service - Saline

TUES., APRIL 2 Lenten Weekday/St. Francis of Paola
Ez 47:1-9, 12/Jn 5:1-16 (245) 
 8:30 am Mass: ♰Joseph Fitzgerald 

[Pat Fitzgerald] 
6:00 pm Understanding the Eucharist  - FFH 
7:00 pm Communal Penance Service - Dexter

WED., APRIL 3 Lenten Weekday
Is 49:8-15/Jn 5:17-30 (246) 
 8:30 am Mass: ♰Noreen Burnett 

[Rita Hawley] 
5:45 pm Children’s Choir Rehearsal - Choir Loft 
7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal - Choir Loft 
7:00 pm Communal Penance Service - Chelsea

THURS., APRIL 4 Lenten Weekday/St. Isidore
Ex 32:7-14/Jn 5:31-47 (247) 8:30 am Mass: ♰Cliff Tracy 

[His Family] 
7:00 pm Communal Penance Service - Manchester

FRI., APRIL 5 Lenten Weekday/First Friday/St. Vincent Ferrer

Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 
25-30 (248) 


8:30 am Mass: ♰Judy Siren 
[Pat and Mike Gibbons] 

Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament following Mass 
4:30-7:00 pm Fish Fry Dinner - PC 
7:30 pm Stations of the Cross - Church 
8:00 pm Confessions 
10:00 pm Benediction

SAT., APRIL 6 Lenten Weekday/First Saturday

Jer 11:18-20/Jn 7:40-53 (249) 
 8:30 am First Saturday Mass: ♰Larry Kouba 
[Kathy Hagerman] 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Betsy Kripas 

[Jim and Ella Landini] 
6:00 pm Confirmation Retreat

SUN., APRIL 7 FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Is 43:16-21/Phil 3:8-14/Jn 
8:1-11 (36) or, from Year A, Ez 
37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 
11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 
33b-45 (34) Pss I 


8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: INT: 25th Wedding Anniversary 

[Donald and Bonnie Floreske] 
2:30 pm Confirmation Mass - Lansing Cathedral

Fr. Bosco’s article continued from page 1

Please Pray for:

Russ Aiuto 
Ann Becktel 

Duane Beuerle 
Mike Gibbons 
Carl Kemner 

Larry Lehmann 

Mark Nakashima 
Shane Schook 
Cody Simpson 

Geneva Walkowe 
Joan Walkowe 

Frances Walters 
Eddie Walz 

Repose of the 
Soul:


♰Winfred 
Nonnenmacher
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Need Help?
Alternative to Abortion: Right to Life MI Hotline 
800-57WOMAN or visit www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays and Sundays at 7:00 
pm - Emmanuel Church Kitchen.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by Diocese) spiritual 
support group for those struggling with same sex 
attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate support group for 
the families and friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 
Call 517-342-2596

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive reconciliation and healing) 
Call the confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or email 
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the area, please 
visit our website: stmarymanchester.org

Parish Family Birthdays 
March 30	 Andrew Bonkowski
......
March 30	 Kelly Flaherty
......
April 4	 Abigail Burch
...........
April 5	 Patrick Walz
...........
April 5	 Justin Walz
...........
April 6	 Julie DeLucia
...........
April 7	 Timothy Cencert
...........
April 7	 Caroline Lange...........

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, March 17, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes  $4,380.50 .......
Loose Cash & Checks $155.00 ..
Welcome Envelopes $8.00 ......
Easter Decor $100.00 ................
E-Giving $265.64 .......................
Black & Indian Missions $45.00 ..

⏤ 
Weekly toward budget $4,909.14 ..
Weekly goal $5,300.00 ..................
Amt. BELOW goal $390.86 .......

⏤ 
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building & Maintenance…$80.00 
Poor Box $64.23 ......................
Votive Candles $29.00..............

Confirmation at the Cathedral 
Our Confirmation Candidates will 
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation 
with Bishop Boyea at the Cathedral in 
Lansing on Sunday, April 7th.  Please 
keep Hannah Kominars, Megan Miller, 
Mary Sangster, and their 
Confirmation Sponsors in 
your prayers as they make 
their final preparations for 
reception of the sacrament. 

Stations of the 
Cross  

Stations of the Cross are 
prayed each Friday during 
Lent beginning at 7:30 pm 
in the Church. This devotion 
will also be prayed 20 
minutes prior to each of the 
weekend Masses. 

Heal Your Soul 
The gift of healing through 
t h e S a c r a m e n t o f 
Reconciliation is available  
this week at Area Communal Penance 
Services which will be held at 7:00pm 
each evening, as follows:  
Monday, April 1st - St. Andrew’s Saline 
Tuesday, April 2nd - St. Joseph Dexter 
Wednesday, April 3rd - St. Mary Chelsea 
Thursday, April 4th - St. Mary Manchester  

CRC Needs  
Don’t forget that you may bring in your 
donations for the Community Resource 
Center any time throughout Lent. There 
is a bin in the vestibule to place your 
contributions. 

Singers Sought 
There will be a Children’s Choir for 
Easter Sunday, April 21st. Children in 
grades 2-7 are invited to join. Rehearsals 
will be April 3rd, 10th and 17th at 5:45 
pm in the Choir Loft. This choir will sing 
for the 10:30 am Mass. 

Memorial Easter Lilies 
Please take the opportunity to honor your 
loved ones by purchasing an Easter lily 
in their honor. These plants will be on the 
altar for Easter and you can take your 
plant home after the 10:30 Easter Sunday 

Mass. Cost is $16. Order 
forms are available in the 
vestibule and can be left in 
the vestibule basket or put in 
the collection basket. Please 
make checks out to “The 
Flower Garden”.  Orders are 
due Monday, April 8th. 

Help Needed 
Sign-up sheets to help 
decorate the church for 
Easter on Saturday, April 
20th from 10:00 am – 12:00 
pm and 2 – 4 pm are also in 
the vestibule.  Contact Susan 
Fielder at 734-972-5652 
or sfielder@umich.edu  if 
you have questions. 

Chrism Mass 
If you would like to attend the Chrism 
Mass at the Cathedral in Lansing on 
Holy Thursday, April 18th, there will 
be a car pool leaving from St. Mary’s at 
9:30 am. Please call Connie Schaffer 
734-216-3510 or the Parish Office at 
734-428-8811 to join the carpool. 

Participants Needed 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper needs men 
and women to participate in the 
ceremony. 12 men are sought to have 
their feet washed on the altar and 14 
women are needed to participate in the 
candle procession with the Blessed 
Sacrament to the Altar of Repose. Please 
contact Marja if you wold like to 
participate 734-428-9506. 

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. The Repose of the Soul of 
♰Brian Walz 

(Mom and Dad)

Lenten Breakfast the 
women of Manchester 
United Methodist Church 
are hosting this year’s 
Manchester Area Churches 
C o m m u n i t y L e n t e n 
Breakfast. You are invited 
to set aside time for prayer 
a n d f e l l o w s h i p o n 
Wednesday, April 17th. 
The guest speaker is Rev. 
Dr. Richard Boone. He will 
be teaching us about his 
work in prison ministry at 
Chillicothe Correctional 
Institute in Columbus OH. 
Please RSVP to Sandy 
King 734-428-8676 or 
MUMC 734-428-8495.
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Attention Ladies: If you wear lipstick to Mass, please blot your lips on a tissue before going to Communion.

First Friday 
Adoration of the 

Most Blessed 
Sacrament 
April 5th 

9:00 am until 
 Benediction at 10:00 pm 
(Confessions heard 8-9 pm) 

First Saturday Mass  
at 8:30 am

x

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

