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Let’s consider a thought-experiment with today’s 
Gospel story. Instead of focusing on Jesus’ contest 
with the Pharisees, let’s try seeing events the way the 
woman taken in adultery may have seen them. 


	 Suppose the woman has been engaged in her 
affair for a while. Her family has gotten wind of it; so 
this morning they and a band 
of synagogue officials surprise 
her with her lover. In the 
ensuing scuffle, he manages to 
escape while she gets caught 
and dragged into the street. 
Amid all the shouting, she 
screams and curses her 
captors; terrified, she realizes 
that they are dragging her 
toward the city gate to 
execution.


	 Though gui l ty, the 
woman is filled with hot anger 
at being caught, fury at her 
partner who got away, outrage at her captors, and 
terror at what she knows is going to happen to her. 
Escape is hopeless. The more she struggles to get 
away, the harder her captors’ grip on her becomes.


	 Suddenly, the procession stops. Some 
Pharisees with their scribes have halted the party, 
asking what is going on. When an elder in the crowd 
explains the situation, she overhears someone say, 
“We can make use of this,” together with the name 
Jesus, that troublemaker from Nazareth. Then more 
movement, the woman jerked along, barely able to 
stay on her feet. Only now, the direction has changed. 
Instead of going out of the city, she finds herself being 
forced into the Temple. Then, a moment later, she is 
thrown to the ground at somebody’s feet.


	 Surrounded by a crowd, the woman struggles 
to stand. She sees the man, but doesn’t recognize 
him. Then she hears one of the Pharisees say, 
“Teacher, this woman was taken in the very act of 
adultery. The Law of Moses says we should stone her. 
So what do you say?” His tone is a challenge.


	 Instead of answering, the man squats down 
and begins to doodle in the dirt. The woman thinks, 

“Who is this? What’s He doing? What will He say?” 
The crowd becomes impatient, demanding an answer. 
So the man straightens up and, in a voice everyone 
can hear, says, “Let the one among you who is without 
sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” Then He 
squats down to resume His doodling. The woman 

braces herself. The first 
strike will come now. 

	 Except it doesn’t. With 
her eyes tight shut, she 
hears grumbling, remarks 
of disgust, and footsteps. 
Cautiously, she opens her 
eyes. They’re leaving! As 
she looks around, she sees 
the last of her captors walk 
away. Then she turns to 
look directly at the man 
who is now alone before 
her. He stands up again and 
starts to speak to her. 

“Woman,” He begins in a tone that sounds more 
respectful than anything she’s heard in a long time, 
“where are they?”


	 She looks around again, then at Him. “Has no 
one condemned you?” His gaze seems to bore into 
her mind. “No one, sir,” she says in a barely audible 
voice. “Then neither do I condemn you,” He says 
gently, adding more sternly, “go home, and from now 
on, don’t sin.”


As she turns away, two powerful emotions 
overwhelm her. First, a stark realization of her actual 
guilt mingled with a burning shame that nearly makes 
her stumble. No one but she is to blame for the sins 
she’s committed, and has for some time. Their impact 
on herself and others now horrifies her. She should be 
dead; she deserves death; death would be easier than 
having to see herself in that man’s eyes again. But 
second, she is both amazed and overjoyed at the 
reprieve she just got, a mercy she knows she does not 
deserve. Crying and laughing at the same time, she 
glances back toward the man, but He has 
disappeared.


Of course, the woman’s story 
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doesn’t end there. Jesus warned her not to sin again, and 
she realizes that she has some hard work to do: break with 
her former lover, repair her marriage if she can, clean up her 
life, and most of all find her way back to God. Mercy like that 
can’t be wasted.


Adultery, as Scripture views it, symbolizes more than 
sexual betrayal. It stands for worship of a false god. That god 
may be our career, our time, our passions, another person, 
or even ourselves. Whatever (or whoever) it is, it’s adultery 
because our baptism commits us to love our true spouse, 
the Lord Himself. If we’re lucky, He will catch us in it, and 
bring us face-to-face with our sin and give us the opportunity 
to repent. We should hope that He does.


Because whether we face accusations from others or 
have clean consciences and enjoy stellar reputations in our 
community, each of us will have to stand alone in front of the 
one Person who decides our fate. Our Judge is Someone 
who loves us, but He won’t let us get away with fooling 
ourselves that we’re innocent. When His gaze penetrates our 
minds, we will know without any self-delusion or excuse 
what we have actually done and what it has cost ourselves 
and others.


W e t r u s t i n 
God’s mercy, but we 
can’t presume on it. 
Whether His mercy is 
gentle or severe, it’s 
more than just letting 
us off the hook. 
God’s mercy can’t 
be wasted. It demands cooperation. It means to draw us 
toward God Himself, and is incomplete until we take up the 
hard work of repairing the wrongs we have done. Confession 
is a good start toward cooperation, but we still need to clean 
up our mess.


This is the fifth Sunday in Lent and Passiontide is near. 
This season marks the greatest demonstration of mercy that 
the world will ever know. Like the woman taken in adultery, 
let us take advantage of it, recognize our need, mercy, and 
resolve to immerse ourselves in it. ❖


SAT., APRIL 6 Lenten Weekday/First Saturday
Jer 11:18-20/Jn 7:40-53 (249) 
 8:30 am First Saturday Mass: ♰Larry Kouba 

[Kathy Hagerman] 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Betsy Kripas 

[Jim and Ella Landini] 
6:00 pm Confirmation Retreat

SUN., APRIL 7 FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

Is 43:16-21/Phil 3:8-14/Jn 
8:1-11 (36) or, from Year A, Ez 
37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 
11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 
33b-45 (34) Pss I 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: INT: 25th Wedding Anniversary 

[Donald and Bonnie Floreske] 
2:30 pm Confirmation Mass - Lansing Cathedral

MON., APRIL 8 Lenten Weekday
Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 
33-62 or 13:41c-62/Jn 
8:12-20 (second choice) (251) 

12:10 pm Mass: ♰Donald Scaglione 
[Jim and Ella Landini] 

1:00 pm Amazing Greys - FFH  
3:30 pm Religious Ed - PC 
7:00 pm Evangelization Team Meeting - FFH 
7:00 pm Knights of Columbus Meeting - PC

TUES., APRIL 9 Lenten Weekday
Nm 21:4-9/Jn 8:21-30 (252) 8:30 am Mass: INT: Shirley Krzyzaniak, for 

improved health 
[Your St. Mary Friends] 

6:00 pm Understanding the Eucharist  - FFH
WED., APRIL 10 Lenten Weekday

Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Jn 
8:31-42 (253) 

8:30 am Mass: INT: Ella Landini 
[Kelly Flaherty] 

4:00 pm Staff Meeting - FFH 
5:45 pm Children’s Choir Rehearsal - Choir Loft 
7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal - Choir Loft 
7:00 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting - FFH

THURS., APRIL 11 Lenten Weekday/St. Stanislaus
Gn 17:3-9/Jn 8:51-59 (254) 
 8:30 am Mass: INT: Patrick Flaherty 

[Kelly Flaherty and Family]

FRI., APRIL 12 Lenten Weekday
Jer 20:10-13/Jn 10:31-42 
(255)


8:30 am Mass: ♰Sonia Zongo 
[Sylvie & Scott Strong] 

4:30-7:00 pm Fish Fry Dinner - PC 
7:30 pm Stations of the Cross - Church

SAT., APRIL 13 Lenten Weekday/St. Martin I
Ez 37:21-28/Jn 11:45-56 (256) 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 

5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Theodore Rotary 
[Pete & Inge Roncoli]

SUN., APRIL 14 PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION
Lk 19:28-40 (37)/Is 50:4-7/Phil 
2:6-11/Lk 22:14—23:56 or 
23:1-49 (38) Pss II 


8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Joseph and ♰Helen Germek 

[Kathy and Martin Brogley] 
Coffee Hour after each Sunday Mass 
12:00 pm First Holy Communion Class - PC
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Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: Right to Life MI Hotline 
800-57WOMAN or visit www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays and Sundays at 7:00 
pm - Emmanuel Church Kitchen.

For more news and events in the area, please 
visit our website: stmarymanchester.org

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by Diocese) 
spiritual support group for those struggling with 
same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate support group for the 
families and friends of ‘Courage’ clients. Call 
517-342-2596

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive reconciliation 
and healing) Call the confidential phone line:
517-993-0291 or email 
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

Lenten Breakfast hosted by the women of 
Manchester United Methodist Church for the 
Manches ter Area Churches w i l l be on 
Wednesday, April 17th. Rev. Dr. Richard Boone 
will be teaching us about his work in prison 
ministry at Chillicothe Correctional Institute in 
Columbus OH. Please RSVP to Sandy King 
734-428-8676 or MUMC 734-428-8495  by 
Wednesday, April 10th. 

Pg. 2    April 7, 2019 ❖ Fifth Sunday of Lent ❖          St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester MI

Area News

PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Amazing Greys 
meet each second Monday of 

the month after 12:10 pm 
Mass. Please join us for a 

potluck lunch on 
Monday,April 8th

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


Coffee Hour 

SUNDAY, APRIL 14TH  

SPONSORED BY ST. MARY’S 
ALTAR SOCIETY

Parish Family Birthdays 
April 6	 Julie DeLucia
...........
April 7	 Timothy Cencer
...........
April 7	 Caroline Lange
...........
April 10	 Edward Sterling
.........
April 11	 Nancy Johnson
.........
April 11	 Adler Line
.........
April 13	 Sandi Szufnar
.........

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, March 24, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes  $3,413.65 .......
Loose Cash & Checks $71.00 ..
Welcome Envelopes $8.00 ......
E-Giving $211.24 .......................

⏤ 

Weekly toward budget $3,703.89 ..
Weekly goal $5,300.00 ..................
Amt. BELOW goal $1,596.11 .......

⏤ 
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building & Maintenance…$45.00 
Poor Box $33.00 ......................
Votive Candles $87.00..............

Please Pray for:

Russ Aiuto 
Ann Becktel 

Duane Beuerle 
Sue DuRussel 
Mike Gibbons 
Carl Kemner 

Shirley Krzyzaniak 
Larry Lehmann 

Mark Nakashima 
Shane Schook 
Cody Simpson 

Geneva Walkowe 
Joan Walkowe 

Frances Walters 
Eddie Walz 

Repose of the Soul:

♰Charlie Ridenour

Confirmation at the Cathedral 
Our Confirmation Candidates will 
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation 
with Bishop Boyea at the Cathedral in 
Lansing today, Sunday, April 7th.  
Please keep Hannah Kominars, Megan 
Miller, Mary Sangster, and their 
Confirmation Sponsors in your prayers. 

Final Fish Fry  
Please invite your family, friends, co-
workers and the strangers you meet to 
join us 4:30-7:00 pm this Friday, April 
12th. It will be the final dinner this year 
at the Parish Center. 

Stations of the Cross  
Stations of the Cross are prayed each 
Friday during Lent beginning at 7:30 pm 
in the Church. This devotion will also be 
prayed 20 minutes prior to each of the 
weekend Masses. 

Noah at Emagine 
Amazing Greys is planning to see the 
movie NOAH at Emagine Theater in 
Saline  Saturday, April 13th for the 
12:55 pm show. Please RSVP to Pat 
Fitzgerald 734-428-7417 so that we can 
get reserved seating. A car pool will be 
leaving Manchester at noon.  

Palm Sunday Procession 
There will be a procession beginning in 
front of the Parish Office, around the 
public square and into the Church before 
10:30 am Mass Palm Sunday, April 
14th,  weather permitting. Please join us 
for this public witness of our faith even if 
you normally attend the 5:00 pm or 8:30 
am Mass.  

Rice Bowls Due  
Please remember to bring your Operation 
Rice Bowl contributions next Sunday, 
April 14th. Please be as generous as you 
can with this Lenten Almsgiving 
campaign. 

Singers Sought 
There will be a Children’s Choir for 
Easter Sunday, April 21st. Children in 
grades 2-7 are invited to join. Rehearsals 
will be 10th and 17th at 5:45 pm in the 
Choir Loft. This choir will sing for the 
10:30 am Mass. 

Memorial Easter Lilies 
Orders for Easter lilies to honor loved 
ones are due tomorrow, Monday, April 
8th. These plants will be on the altar for 
Easter and you can take your plant home 
after the 10:30 Easter Sunday Mass. Cost 
is $16. Order forms are available in the 

vestibule and can be left in the vestibule 
basket. Please make checks out to “The 
Flower Garden”.  

Help Needed 
Sign-up sheets to help decorate the 
church for Easter on Saturday, April 
20th from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm and 2 – 
4 pm are in the vestibule.  Contact Susan 
Fielder if you have any questions 
734-972-5652 or sfielder@umich.edu  

Chrism Mass 
If you would like to attend the Chrism 
Mass at the Cathedral in Lansing on 
Holy Thursday, April 18th, there will 
be a car pool leaving from St. Mary’s at 
9:30 am. Please call Connie Schaffer 
734-216-3510 or the Parish Office at 
734-428-8811 to join the carpool. 

Participants Needed 
Fr. Bosco is seeking 12 men to have their 
feet washed on the altar and 14 women 
to participate in the candle procession 
with the Blessed Sacrament to the Altar 
of Repose during Holy Thursday Mass. 
Please contact Marja if you would like to 
participate 734-428-9506. 

Sacred Music Concert 
Riverfolk Music & Arts Blacksmith 
Shop Concerts presents Sacred Music in 
Sacred Spaces: The Boychoir of Ann 
Arbor and The Brandenburg Project at 
St. Mary Manchester on Saturday, April 
27th at 7:30 pm. FREE Limited Seating, 
reception to follow. Reserve your 
admission at Eventbrite.com, or by 
calling 734-223-6876 or emailing 
info@riverfolkarts.org 

Diocesan Services Appeal 
We have already achieved 36% of our 
DSA goal of $28,001.00. Envelopes for 
your pledges can be found in the pews if 
you need one to make your pledge.  

Team Lead Change 
Stephanie Beuerle will be taking over the 
position of team leader for the Church 
cleaning crews. If you have any 
questions feel free to call her at 
734-428-8585. A heartfelt thank you 
goes out to Tina Doyle who has been the 
coordinator for the past four years. Your 
presence has been invaluable. 

Cemetery Clean-Up 
In order to complete spring cleaning at 
the parish cemetery, please remove any 
grave decorations by April 15th. We 
also ask that you wait until May 6th 
before redecorating the graves. 

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. INT: Sue DuRussel, for 
improved health 

(Jim and Marja Warner)
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Attention Ladies: If you wear lipstick to 
Mass, please blot your lips on a tissue 
before going to Communion.


