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As we enter Holy Week, we re-live the events of 
salvation that Jesus gained for us on the cross. But 
what do we mean by salvation?


Words for saving and salvation occur over 260 
times in the Old Testament. In the early Old Testament 
(before the Babylonian 
exile), salvation was not 
regarded as something for 
another life, but for this life. 
When God led Israel out of 
Egypt, He told Moses, "Fear 
not, stand firm, and see the 
salvation of the LORD, 
which He will work for you 
today; for the Egyptians 
whom you see today, you 
shall never see again” (Ex 
14:13) . Sa lvat ion was 
something that all flesh 
could see (Is 40:3-5).


God de l i ve r s f rom 
enemies, and provides 
victory in war. Although 
some heroes such as 
Samson, Gideon, or David 
were regarded as “saviors” real salvation comes from 
God alone: “Deliver me from my enemies, O my God, 
protect me from those who rise up against me … and 
save me from bloodthirsty men” (Ps 59:1-2).


God’s will to save was rooted in His covenant with 
Israel. Through Abraham, He had promised to provide 
descendants and a land, and Israel relied on His 
righteousness and faithfulness to deliver them. But the 
covenant came with conditions - blessings and 
curses, most of them attached to that land. For God to 
provide salvation (keep Israel on the land), Israel 
needed to keep covenant by remaining faithful to its 
observance. This is the context in which Jeremiah 
urged Jerusalem to sincere repentance, to avoid 
deportation to Babylon: “O Jerusalem, wash your 
heart from wickedness, that you may be saved” (Jer 
4:14).


After the exile, salvation took on a different shade 
of meaning. It was still mainly for this life; for example, 

the restoration of Israel to its own land: “For God will 
save Zion and rebuild the cities of Judah; and His 
servants shall dwell there and possess it” (Ps 
69:35-36). But with Isaiah, salvation became 
messianic and acquired an eternal aspect: “… my 

salvation will be forever, and 
my deliverance will never be 
ended … my deliverance will 
be forever, and my salvation 
to all generations" (Is 45:6, 
8). Salvation would mean a 
new Zion and a new Israel 
(Is 40-66).

It is in these senses that 
sa lvat ion was v is ib le , 
because Israel will see its 
salvation as a nation, and so 
will all the other nations. 

The New Testament offers a 
very different understanding, 
but one based on the older 
principles. For example, 
Israel is still delivered from 
bondage, but it’s from a 
bondage to an internal 

captor, from sin. The angel Gabriel tells Joseph in a 
dream that Mary “will bear a son, and you shall call His 
name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sin” 
(Mt 1:21). This salvation - this exodus from sin - 
applies not only to Israelites, but to all mankind: “God 
our Savior … desires all men to be saved and to come 
to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim 2:4).


As before, it is God who saves. This is why Jesus 
(Yeshuah) has a name that means “Yahweh saves.” 
Salvation comes through Jesus Christ alone: “… there 
is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we must be 
saved” (Acts 4:12). Moreover, Jesus is the source of 
an eternal salvation, which implies the existence of an 
afterlife: “… being made perfect He became the 
source of eternal salvation to all who obey Him” (Heb 
5:9).


Salvation is a three-stage process that we accept 
and grow into through faith. The first 
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is the salvation that begins in this life through baptism: 
“Baptism …now saves you, not as a removal of dirt 
from the body but as an appeal to God for a clear 
conscience” (1 Pt 3:21). The second continues 
through our consistent and firm confession of faith: 
“man believes with his heart and so is justified, and he 
confesses with his lips and so is saved” (Rom 10:10). 
We “work out our salvation in fear and trembling” (Phil 
2:12), which means that our final salvation depends 
on living our faith with deep respect for God and a 
loving dread of offending Him. The third stage of 
salvation comes through the realization of our hope of 
heaven: “For in this hope we were saved. Now hope 
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he 
sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait 
for it with patience” (Rom 8:24-25). To put it another 
way, I have been saved (through baptism), I am being 
saved (through my confession of faith), and I will be 
saved (through the exercise of hope).


In a way, the Christian hope of salvation is still 
concrete and something you can see. It’s practical, 
something that grows in us day by day. We see it by 
the changes in character that we call the fruit of the 
Spirit: “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control” (Gal 5:22-23). These traits 
can even change one’s physical appearance.


Our salvation is not certain in the sense that we 
can presume heaven is ours regardless of our 
conduct. But those who work daily to cooperate with 
God’s grace can have a reasonable assurance of 
salvation. St. Paul prays for that: “… it is my prayer 
that your love may abound 
more and more, with 
k n o w l e d g e a n d a l l 
discernment, so that you 
may approve what is 
excellent, and may be 
pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with 
the fruits of righteousness which come through Jesus 
Christ, to the glory and praise of God” (Phil 1:9-11).  ❖


SAT., APRIL 13 Lenten Weekday/St. Martin I
Ez 37:21-28/Jn 11:45-56 (256) 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 

5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Theodore Rotary 
[Pete & Inge Roncoli]

SUN., APRIL 14 PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION

Lk 19:28-40 (37)/Is 50:4-7/Phil 
2:6-11/Lk 22:14—23:56 or 
23:1-49 (38) Pss II 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Joseph and ♰Helen Germek 

[Kathy and Martin Brogley] 
Coffee Hour after each Sunday Mass sponsored by              
- Altar Society 
12:00 pm First Holy Communion Class - PC

MON., APRIL 15 Monday of Holy Week
Is 42:1-7/Jn 12:1-11 (257) 12:10 pm Mass: ♰Gerald Damian 

[Claudia Damian] 
3:30 pm Religious Ed - PC 
7:15 pm Bible Study - FFH 

TUES., APRIL 16 Tuesday of Holy Week
Is 49:1-6/Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 
(258) 

8:30 am Mass: ♰ Carol Hanson 
[Janet and Bill Shurtliff] 

6:00 pm Understanding the Eucharist  - FFH
WED., APRIL 17 Wednesday of Holy Week
Is 50:4-9a/Mt 26:14-25 (259) 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Joseph Fitzgerald 

[Fitzgerald Family] 
5:45 pm Children’s Choir Rehearsal - Choir Loft 
7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal - Choir Loft 
7:00 pm Confession

THURS., APRIL 18 Holy Thursday
Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 
8b-9/Rv 1:5-8/Lk 4:16-21 (260) 
Evening Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/1 
Cor 11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15 (39) 
Pss Prop 

10:30 am Chrism Mass - St. Mary Cathedral 
7:30 pm Mass: ♰Jean Ramdé 

[Sylvie and Scott Strong]

FRI., APRIL 19 Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion

Is 52:13—53:12/Heb 4:14-16; 
5:7-9/Jn 18:1—19:42 (40) Pss 
Prop 

12:00 pm Stations of the Cross - Church 
3:00 pm Good Friday Services

SAT., APRIL 20 Holy Saturday
Vigil: Gn 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 
26-31a/Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 
9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ex 14:15—
15:1/Is 54:5-14/Is 55:1-11/Bar 
3:9-15, 32—4:4/Ez 36:16-17a, 
18-28/ Rom 6:3-11/Lk 24:1-12 
(41) Pss Prop 

1:00 pm Easter Basket Blessing - Church 
9:00 pm EasterVigil Mass: ♰Wilfred Nonnemacher 

[Pete & Inge Roncoli]

SUN., APRIL 21 EASTER SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S 
RESURRECTION

Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Col 3:1-4 
or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 (42) 
or Lk 24:1-12 (41) or, at an 
afternoon or evening Mass, Lk 
24:13-35 (46) Pss Prop 

8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Judy Siren 

[Pat and Mike Gibbons]

Deacon Dennis’ article continued from page 1

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: Right to Life MI Hotline 
800-57WOMAN or visit www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays and Sundays at 7:00 
pm - Emmanuel Church Kitchen.

For more news and events in the area, please 
visit our website: stmarymanchester.org

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by Diocese) 
spiritual support group for those struggling with 
same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate support group for the 
families and friends of ‘Courage’ clients. Call 
517-342-2596

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive reconciliation 
and healing) Call the confidential phone line:
517-993-0291 or email 
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

Please Pray for:

Russ Aiuto 

Ann Becktel 
Duane Beuerle 

Lisa Dobis 
Sue DuRussel 
Mike Gibbons 
Carl Kemner 

Shirley Krzyzaniak 

Larry Lehmann 
Mark Nakashima 

Toby Riley 
Shane Schook 
Cody Simpson 

Geneva Walkowe 
Joan Walkowe 

Frances Walters 
Eddie Walz 
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Closing Ceremony & Pizza Party Ann Arbor 40 
Days for Life invites you to 3100 Professional Dr, Ann 
Arbor April 14th 2-4 pm. Prayers, presentations, 
pizza! 
Night of Stars Charity to benefit St. Louis Center 
Fun Games, Auctions, Tapas small plates Saturday, 
April 27th 6:30-8:30 p.m. $50/person St. Andrew 
Church, 910 Austin Dr, Saline. For tickets call Roy 
734-834-8321. Must be 21. 
Career Opportunity: The Knights of Columbus is 
seeking a Field Agent for a career opportunity in their 
insurance program. We offer a complete benefits 
package with this full-time position. In order to qualify, 
one must be eligible for membership in the KofC. For 
more information, please contact, Jack Jerzewski, 
G e n e r a l A g e n t ,  3 1 3 . 3 3 4 . 6 3 9 6 o r 
Jack.Jerzewski@Kofc.org  

Part Time Secretary 
Sought at St. John the 
Baptist in Ypsilanti. 
Send your Resume to gwendamayes@gmail.com 
Upcoming Retreats at Maryville Retreat Center in 
Holly. The Emmaus Story: Doubting yet Redeemed 
on Saturday, May 11th; and/or Pract ic ing 
Mindfulness, on Monday, May 13th. For more 
information, visit www.maryvilleretreatcenter.org or 
contact Sr. M. Catherine Ryzewicz at 248-634-5566 
or maryville@feliciansisters.org.  
Millennial Church Conference to equip Catholic 
leaders across dioceses, parishes, and organizations 
to effectively engage the current young adult 
generation. The event will be held Wednesday, May 
22nd at St. Agnes in Fowlerville. Visit https://
millennialchurch2019.eventbee.com to register.

Parish Family 
Birthdays 

April 13	 Sandi Szufnar
.........
April 17	 Evan Kueffner
.........
April 18	 Tina Doyle
.........
April 19	 Leon Ball
.........
April 20	 Kate Pohs
.........
April 21	 Oren Schiel.........

St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church 

Stewardship 
WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 

Sunday, March 31, 2019 
Sunday Envelopes  $4,164.00 .......
Loose Cash & Checks $91.00 ..
Welcome Envelopes $13.00 ......
Easter Offering $45.00 .............
Easter Decor $75.00 ................
E-Giving $320.07 .......................

⏤ 

Weekly toward budget $4,708.07 ..
Weekly goal $5,300.00 ..................
Amt. BELOW goal $591.93 .......

⏤ 
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building & Maintenance…$30.00 
CRS $215.00 .................................
Black and Indian  $20.00 ...........
Poor Box $34.00 ......................
Votive Candles $63.00..............

Final Rehearsals 
Choir rehearsals will be April 17th at 
5:45 pm  for the Children’s Choir and 
7:00 pm for the Adults in the Choir Loft. 

Help Needed 
Sign-up sheets to help decorate the 
church for Easter on Saturday, April 
20th from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm and 2 – 4 
pm are in the vestibule.  Contact Susan 
Fielder if you have any questions 
734-972-5652 or sfielder@umich.edu  

Chrism Mass 
If you would like to attend the Chrism 
Mass at the Cathedral in Lansing on Holy 
Thursday, April 18th, there will be a car 
pool leaving from St. Mary’s at 8:00 am. 
P l e a s e c a l l C o n n i e S c h a f f e r 
734-216-3510 or the Parish Office at 
734-428-8811 to join the carpool. 

Be Prepared 
The collection on Holy Thursday will be 
benefitting our Parish Poor Box. The 
collection during Good Friday Services 
will be benefiting the Holy Land. Please 
be as generous as you are able. 

Praying for Mercy 
Good Friday, April 19th is the first day of 
the Divine Mercy Novena. Please add this 
to your personal prayers at home. The 
devotion culminates on Divine Mercy 
Sunday, April 28th. 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Easter Sunday, April 21st the Youth 
Group will have an Easter Egg Hunt on 
the church lawn after 10:30 am Mass. 

Please plan to stay for the fun. Please 
contact Monica Kominars if you would 
like to help (517-240-4092). 

Sacred Music Concert 
Riverfolk Music & Arts Blacksmith Shop 
Concerts presents Sacred Music in Sacred 
Spaces: The Boychoir of Ann Arbor and 
The Brandenburg Project at St. Mary 
Manchester on Saturday, April 27th at 
7:30 pm. FREE Limited Seating, 
reception to follow. Reserve your 
admission at Eventbrite.com, or by 
calling 734-223-6876 or emailing 
info@riverfolkarts.org 

Diocesan Services Appeal 
We have already achieved 36% of our 
DSA goal of $28,001.00. Envelopes for 
your pledges can be found in the pews if 
you need one to make your pledge.  

Team Lead Change 
Stephanie Beuerle will be taking over the 
position of team leader for the Church 
cleaning crews. If you have any questions 
feel free to call her at 734-428-8585. A 
heartfelt thank you goes out to Tina Doyle 
who has been the coordinator for the past 
four years. Your presence has been 
invaluable. 

Cemetery Clean-Up 
In order to complete spring cleaning at 
the parish cemetery, please remove any 
grave decorations by April 15th. We also 
ask that you wait until May 6th before 
redecorating the graves. 

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. INT: Jerry Warner, for his 
health and well-being 

(Jim and Marja Warner) 
2. INT: In Appreciation for  

Fr. Bosco 
(Anonymous)
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