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Jesus seems to have had a real soft spot in his 
heart for Simon Peter. From the first time the two met, 
Jesus apparently singled him out as having qualities 
that would prove foundational to His plan. Peter was 
a natural leader:a successful fisherman with his own 
business, outgoing, not hesitant to speak for others, 
and not reluctant to take the risk of becoming a 
disciple of an unknown 
rabbi. And, despite his 
failings, he was loyal.


	 Such are some 
of the reasons why 
Jesus called Simon the 
“Rock” upon which He 
w o u l d b u i l d H i s 
church. The Rock 
w o u l d n e e d 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g , 
however. In Luke’s 
account of the Last 
Supper, Jesus not only 
warned Simon of his 
impending cowardice, 
but also assured him 
that his leadership 
would be needed 
despite that: “Simon, Simon, behold Satan has 
demanded to sift all of you like wheat. But I have 
prayed that your own faith may not fail, and when you 
have turned back, you must strengthen your 
brethren.”


	 Simon’s faith nearly did fail - but, unlike Judas, 
he quickly turned back. Now, as we read in today’s 
Gospel, Jesus wanted to probe Simon’s heart before 
telling him what “strengthening your brethren” meant: 
“Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” Three times 
Jesus asked that question, pointedly using his birth 
name rather than Peter, the Rock. When Simon three 
times assured Jesus that he did love Him, Jesus gave 
him what amounts to a three-fold commission: “Feed 
my lambs; tend my sheep; feed my sheep.” What is 
He saying? Scholars interpret Jesus to mean that 
Simon truly becomes Peter when he fulfills the 

command to teach, to govern, and to sanctify the 
Church.


Teaching, governing, and sanctifying are what all 
popes do, though some are better than others. Some 
are more naturally talented, and some are more 
responsive to the Holy Spirit. It strikes me that, over 
the last 170 years or so, the Catholic Church has had 

a remarkable string of 
popes who are strong 
in one or another of 
these three areas. 
Some examples:

	For my money, John 
Paul II and Benedict 
XVI were two great 
teaching popes - John 
Paul because of his 
efforts to confirm the 
faith of the Church 
through publishing the 
Catechism and his 
moral encyclicals at a 
t i m e w h e n m a n y 
C a t h o l i c s w e r e 
confused about what 
the Church believes, 

and Benedict for his own writings and his service 
under John Paul as guardian of true doctrine. Leo XIII 
was another pope with a strong teaching ministry; he 
wrote 75 encyclicals (roughly three per year), laying 
out many of the basic principles of Catholic social 
teaching. Both Pius IX and Pius XII exercised the 
charism of papal infallibility, defining what Catholics 
believe about the Immaculate Conception and the 
Assumption of Mary. 


	 Among popes who exercised strong 
governing authority in times of Church crisis were 
three Piuses: Pius IX, who had to steer the Church 
through the loss of the Papal States and the rise of 
the Industrial Revolution in the mid-nineteenth 
century, and Pius XI and Pius XII, who both kept the 
Church stable through genocidal ravages during and 
after World War II. The short 

Third Sunday of Easter - May 5, 2019 
Pray for the Faith and Strength of Peter Deacon Dennis Walters

(Continued on pg. 2)

Saint Mary
Reverend Fr. Bosco Padamattummal, Administrator 

Deacon Dennis Walters 
210 West Main Street, Manchester, MI 48158 
Phone: (734) 428-8811; Fax: (734) 428-1393 

Email: stmarymanchester@gmail.com 
Website: stmarymanchester.org 

WEEKEND MASSES: 
Saturday 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:30 am and 10:30 am

Sancta Maria, 
Ora Pro Nobis

of the  
Assumption

ROMAN 
CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

The Ann Arbor Boy Choir and the Brandenburg Project presented 
“Sacred Music in Sacred Spaces” at St. Mary on Saturday, April 27th.  



pontificate of Pope John XXIII is another example of 
the use of governing authority since, when no one 
wanted an ecumenical council, he insisted on 
convoking one, preparing and launching Vatican II. 
Paul VI completed the council, and began its 
implementation; he also confirmed Church teaching 
on birth control in the face of rebellion both within and 
outside the Church.


A prime example of a pope whose ministry 
emphasized the role of sanctification is Pope Pius X, 
who made frequent Communion available to children 
as young as seven years old, updated the Breviary 
(now called the Liturgy of the Hours) and the Roman 
Missal, reformed Church music, and encouraged lay 
ministry. Perhaps it’s too early to evaluate the ministry 
of Pope Francis, but I believe that his intention is to 
show the faithful how to put Church doctrine into 
practice by personally demonstrating works of charity. 
His criticisms of a legalistic mindset are meant to 
teach both clergy 
and laity not to 
obey the rules the 
way children do, 
but to obey them 
as adults who love 
the Lawgiver.


All well and 
good, some might say, but what difference does a 
pope in far-off Rome make to you and me? A big one. 
The pope’s leadership colors everything about the 
faith we profess and the way we live it. Modern popes 
give hundreds of speeches a year, some formal, 
others casual and off-the-cuff; such teaching forms 
our Christian worldview in both religious and secular 
matters. The pope’s governing authority is most 
readily felt in his appointment of bishops, including 
the one we now have, and we should pray that he 
appoints good bishops. The pope’s leadership even 
colors the way we pray, not only how we celebrate 
liturgy but even how we pray the rosary. Catholics 
may not always like what the pope says or does - and 
yes, we do have the right, and sometimes the duty, to 
criticize his decisions - but our trust is not in the man 
but in his office, guided by the Holy Spirit.


It’s not a given that any particular holder of the 
office of Peter will remain faithful. Yes, we’ve had a 
remarkable string of strong popes. But Satan is 
always trying to sift Christ’s disciples - including you 
and me - like wheat, and Jesus is constantly praying 
for Peter to strengthen his brethren. We, too, should 
be constantly praying for Peter, whatever criticisms 
we have of him. Of course, we pray for the pope in 
our liturgies, but we should also be praying in our 
personal prayers. Because the pope’s leadership 
colors everything about the faith we as Catholics 
profess and how we live it. We need his faith to be 
strong.  ❖


SAT., MAY 4 Easter Weekday/First Saturday
Acts 6:1-7/Jn 6:16-21 (272)  8:30 am First Saturday Mass: INT: Health of 

the members of the Strong and Ramdé families 
[Scott and Sylvie Strong] 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Betsy Kripas 

[Gayle Antonelli]
SUN., MAY 5 THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41/Rv 
5:11-14/Jn 21:1-19 or 21:1-14 
(48) Pss III 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: INT: First Communicants

MON., MAY 6 Easter Weekday
Acts 6:8-15/Jn 6:22-29 (273) 
 12:10 pm Mass: INT: Alba Pinzani, 95th birthday 

[John and Tina Doyle and Family] 
3:30 pm Religious Ed - PC

TUES., MAY 7 Easter Weekday

Acts 7:51—8:1a/Jn 6:30-35 
(274) 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Noreen Burnett 
[Rita Hawley]

WED., MAY 8 Easter Weekday
Acts 8:1b-8/Jn 6:35-40 (275)  8:30 am Mass: ♰Cliff Tracy 

[His Family] 
7:00 pm Finance Council Meeting - RCR

THURS., MAY 9 Easter Weekday
Acts 8:26-40/Jn 6:44-51 (276) 8:30 am Mass: ♰Blake Eshenroder 

[Janet and Bill Shurtliff]
FRI., MAY 10 Easter Weekday/St. Damien de Vesteur

Acts 9:1-20/Jn 6:52-59 (277) 8:30 am Mass: ♰Lewis and ♰Evelyn Shurtliff 
[Janet and Bill Shurtliff]

SAT., MAY 11 Easter Weekday
Acts 9:31-42/Jn 6:60-69 (278) 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 

5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰John A. LeBeau 
[Janet and Bill Shurtliff]

SUN., MAY 12 FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Acts 13:14, 43-52/Rv 7:9, 
14b-17/Jn 10:27-30 (51) Pss IV 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Mary Ann Fielder, 10th 
Anniversary remembrance 

[Jim Fielder] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People 
Mother’s Day Breakfast after Sunday Masses 
sponsored by Knights of Columbus
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Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: Right to Life 
MI Hotline 800-57WOMAN or visit 
www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays and 
Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emmanuel 
Church Kitchen.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for 
those struggling with same sex 
attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate support 
group for the families and friends of 
‘Courage’ clients. Call 517-342-2596

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line:517-993-0291 
or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Amazing Greys 
meet each second Monday of 

the month after 12:10 pm Mass. 
Please join us for a 
potluck lunch on 

Monday, May 13th

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


Upcoming Retreats at 
Maryville Retreat Center in Holly. The 
Emmaus Story : Doubt ing ye t 
Redeemed -Saturday, May 11th; 
Practicing Mindfulness, - Monday, 
May 13th. For more information, visit 
www.maryvilleretreatcenter.org or 
contact Sr. M. Catherine Ryzewicz at 
2 4 8 - 6 3 4 - 5 5 6 6 o r 
maryville@feliciansisters.org 
St. Francis Retreat Center Events: 
"Easter Glory: Mercy, Happiness & 
Heaven" May 15th 9:00am - 3:00pm. 
Refocus your spiritual life! Cost is 
$65 or $55 for seniors 60+. "Healthy 

Hab i ts fo r Mar r ied 
Couples" May 19th 9:00am - 3:00pm. 
Enrich and renew your vocation to 
each other and the Lord! Directed by 
Tony Sperendi. Cost is $99 per 
couple. 
Millennial Church Conference to 
equip Cathol ic leaders across 
d i o c e s e s , p a r i s h e s , a n d 
organizations to effectively engage 
the current young adult generation. 
The event will be held Wednesday, 
May 22nd at St. Agnes in Fowlerville. 
https://millennialchurch2019.eventbee.com 
to register. 

Parish Family 
Birthdays 

May 6	 Mark Gemler 
...........
May 6	 Mary Sandoval
...........
May 7	 Jessica Coltre
...........
May 7	 Alden Rohwer
...........
May 8	 Paige Bourland
...........
May 9	 Jacob Miller
...........
May 11	 Patrick Wallace.........

Please Pray for:

Russ Aiuto 
Ann Becktel 

Duane Beuerle 
Lisa Dobis 

J Kevin Doyle 

Sue DuRussel 
Mike Gibbons 
Carl Kemner 

Larry Lehmann 
Lois Milkey 

Mark Nakashima 

Toby Riley 
Richard Tucker 

Geneva Walkowe 
Joan Walkowe 

Eddie Walz 
Sharon Warren 

Repose of the 
Soul:


♰Frances Walters

First Communion 
First Holy Communion will be celebrated 
for eight children this Sunday, May 5th 
at the 10:30 am Mass. Please pray for  
these children as they make final 
preparations to receive this sacrament 

May Devotions  
May is traditionally celebrated as the 
month of Mary, our Blessed Mother. 
Please join us as we pray the Rosary 30 
minutes before each weekend Mass. We 
will also crown the statue of Mary during 
a special ceremony on Sunday, May 
12th at the beginning of 10:30 am Mass. 
All children are encouraged to participate 
in the procession. 

Mother’s Day Breakfast 
The Knights of Columbus will be 
preparing breakfast in honor of Mother’s 
Day after each Mass next Sunday, May 
12th in the Fr. Fisher Hall.  

Pizza Kit Fundraiser 
The Youth Group is selling Pizza Kits 
and more for their Spring Fundraiser. See 
a Youth Group member or contact 
Monica Kominars at 517-240-4092. 
Orders are due with payment by Friday, 
May 26th. Thank you for your continued 
support of our young people. 

Choir Rehearsals 
The St. Mary Adult Choir will be 
rehearsing on the following Wednesdays 

at 7:00 pm in the choir loft: May 15th 
and 29th; and June 5th. The Choir will 
be singing at 10:30 am Mass on May 
19th, June 2nd and 9th. 

Diocesan Services Appeal 
We have already achieved 52% of our 
$28,000 DSA goal. Please join the 54 
households who have already made their 
pledges. Envelopes can be found in the 
pews and placed in the collection basket.  

Cemetery Update 
Spring cleaning at the parish cemetery, is 
underway. Please wait until May 6th 
before redecorating the graves. 

Vacation Bible School 
Mark your calendars for June 17th-20th. 
VBS will be at Emanuel Church of Christ 
5:30-8:00 pm. Register your children age 
3-6th grade by June 1st to receive your 
own Space Ice Cream. We will be 
collecting paper goods and household 
cleaning supplies for nightly offering. 
Visit https://bit.ly/2GDWKa7 to register. 

Masses and Memorial 
If you would like to sponsor the 
Sanctuary Lamps, Altar Flowers or 
request a Mass intention. There are 
Masses available and this is a good way 
to honor the memory of your deceased 
loved ones, you may even have Mass 
offered for a special intention. Contact 
the Parish Office at 734-428-8811.

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. The repose of the soul and 
in memory of  
✟Linda Dalton 

(Jim and Marja Warner) 
2. The repose of the soul and 

in memory of  
 ✟Olive Jane Farrington 
(Jim and Marja Warner)
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St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, April 21, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes  $3,145.00 ............
Loose Cash & Checks $223.85 .......
Welcome Envelopes $3.00 ...........
Children’s Envelopes $5.00 .........
Easter Offering $2,145.00 ..................
E-Giving $211.24 ............................
Holy Thursday(poor box) $980.00 ..
Good Friday(Holy Land) $508.47 ..

⏤ 

Weekly toward budget $6,983.09 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $1,683.09 .............

⏤ 
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Poor Box $59.50...........................

Mother’s Day 
Breakfast 


SUNDAY, MAY 12TH  
SPONSORED BY KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Altar Flowers 
For the week of May 5th 

sponsored by  
George and Elizabeth Daubner  

For the Good Health of our 
Family

https://bit.ly/2GDWKa7
mailto:maryville@feliciansisters.org
mailto:maryville@feliciansisters.org
https://bit.ly/2GDWKa7

