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When we come to John 13-17, we come to a text 
that is unique because that entire sweeping section of 
John’s Gospel takes place on one night. One night. It 
is Thursday night of Passion 
Week. It is the night before 
He is crucified. We began 
today’s Gospel with the 
phrase “When He had gone 
out”; that is, Christ  opens 
t h i s t a l k w h e n 
Judas had gone out to focus 
on His own glory to betray 
the Lord. So, whatever He 
g a v e t o t h e m t h a t 
evening, He gave to us, and 
to all believers before us and 
after us. It is the legacy of 
Jesus.  It is His final will and 
testament to His own.


What marks a true 
believer is something that 
happens in the heart. We are 
known by our character, by 
our affection,  by the things 
t h a t a r e i m p o r t a n t 
and  precious to us. In a 
word, we are known by 
what we love. All the fruits of 
the Spirit that we’re familiar 
with  love, joy, peace, 
gentleness, long suffering, 
patience and self-control are 
a t t i tudes , domina t ing 
attitudes that flow out of 
love. We all know from 
experience and from what 
we’ve  read that the last 
words of dying people are usually  a pretty good 
indication of what’s in their hearts. There are no words 
that can come even close to the promises that our 
Lord gives.  The purest mind, the purest heart,  the 
grandest capacity to love,  divine love pours out its 
affections in a series of promises to every 
believer.  There are no words that could match 

these. They are at once sweet and powerful. They are 
calm and yet urgent.  They are supercharged with 
divine passion and yet tender with concern,  and 

everything is bathed in 
this massive expression 
of divine love. 

We all know  verse 36. 
“By this, by our love,  all 
men will know that you 
are My disciples if you 
h a v e l o v e f o r o n e 
another.”  We are to be 
known by our love.  We 
are to be marked by our 
love. We can be known 
for our doctrine. We can 
b e k n o w n f o r o u r 
theology. That is what we 
believe. But what we 
believe is supposed to 
transform our  lives so 
that the final test of who 
w e a re i s h o w w e 
live. People don’t want to 
say anything against 
Islam because they’re 
afraid. People will say 
a n y t h i n g a g a i n s t 
Christianity because 
they’re not afraid. What 
they get back from us is 
love. What they get back 
from us is forgiveness. 
What marks Christianity 
is our love,  and that 
makes us vulnerable to 
all the animosity and the 

hate because there’s no fear of retaliation. When we 
love it is extended even to our enemies. That is the 
command we follow.


But I want you to look in the passage I read this 
morning,  verses 31-35, at the directions this love 
takes,  in three ways. First of all, we are marked by 
love for our Lord’s glory. Love for our 
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Layla Line, Giuliana Brothers and Eoin Flaherty helped clean 
up the yard at the Parish Center during Religious Education 
on Monday, May 6th. (top) Children brought flowers in to 
honor the blessed Mother as part of the May Crowning on 
Sunday, May 12th.



Lord that seeks His glory. Secondly, we are marked 
by love for our brothers’ well-being. And thirdly, we 
are marked by loving loyalty, personal loyalty and to 
prove his love personally by being loyal and faithful.


How do I know I’m a genuine believer? It’s about 
love and where your love goes, where your love is 
directed,  where your love is focused and how 
consistent and faithful your love is even when we do 
good to others. A believer’s primary preoccupation 
should be that the Lord be exalted. St. Paul tells us, 
“Whatever you do,”  1 Corinthians  10:31, “whether 
you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all to the 
glory of God.” Throughout Scripture, we are told to 
glorify God because He has loved us first. He gave his 
life for us. We are loving him back when we glorify 
God. When the epistles were written by these 
Christians, these doxologies were more than the 
praise of their lips or the praise of their pen. It is how 
their heart cried that their Lord be glorified. Look at 
the words of St. Peter when Peter was preaching in 
Acts 3:13, “The God of Abraham,  Isaac, and Jacob, 
the God of our fathers has glorif ied His 
servant,  Jesus.  The one whom you delivered and 
disowned  in the presence of Pilate when he had 
decided to release Him. But you disowned the Holy 
and Righteous One and asked for a murderer to be 
granted to you,  and put to death the Prince of life, 
whom God raised from the dead.” Again Paul says in 
1 Timothy  1, “Now to the King eternal,  immortal, 
invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and 
ever. Amen.” 


Dear brothers and sisters, let the love and the 
desire to glorify the Lord be the driving force behind 
every activity that we do. Through our Love the world 
may know that we are Christians.  ❖


SAT., MAY 18 Easter Weekday/St. John I
Acts 13:44-52/Jn 14:7-14 
(284) 

10:00 am Visitation in Church for ♰ Ethel Fahey 
11:00 am Funeral Mass for ♰Ethel Fahey 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the Repose of the soul 
of ♰Ethel Fahey and in remembrance of her 
birthday 

[St. Mary’s Altar Society]
SUN., MAY 19 FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 14:21-27/Rv 21:1-5a/Jn 
13:31-33a, 34-35 (54)  Pss I

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Joseph Fitzgerald, Birthday and 
Anniversary remembrance 

[His wife and children] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People

MON., MAY 20 Easter Weekday/St. Bernardine of Siena 

Acts 14:5-18/Jn 14:21-26 
(285) 

12:10 pm Mass: ♰Jim Walkowe 
[William Keezer]

TUES., MAY 21 Easter Weekday/St. Christopher Magallenes     
and Companions

Acts 14:19-28/Jn 14:27-31a 
(286) 

8:30 am Mass: For the Repose of the Soul of 
♰Frank Ouedraogo 

[Sylvie and Scott Strong]
WED., MAY 22 Easter Weekday/St. Rita of Cascia
Acts 15:1-6/Jn 15:1-8 (287) 8:30 am Mass: ♰Isaac Matthew Achtenberg 

[The Achtenberg Family] 
7:00 pm Cemetery Board Meeting - FFH

THURS., MAY 23 Easter Weekday
Acts 15:7-21/Jn 15:9-11 (288) 8:30 am Mass: ♰Charles Ridenour 

[Shirley Krzyzaniak]
FRI., MAY 24 Easter Weekday

Acts 15:22-31/Jn 15:12-17 
(289)

8:30 am Mass: ♰Leora Udell 
[Alice Kidd] 

6:00 pm Wedding Rehearsal - Church

SAT., MAY 25 Easter Weekday/Sts. Bede the Venerable, 
Gregory VII and Mary Magdalene de’Pazzi

Acts 16:1-10/Jn 15:18-21 
(290) 

1:00 pm Burch Wedding 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Judy Siren, Pat’s sister  

[Pat and Mike Gibbons]
SUN., MAY 26 SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 15:1-2, 22-29/Rv 
21:10-14, 22-23/Jn 14:23-29 
(57) Pss II

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Evelyn Hankerd 

[Irene Mockaitis] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People
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Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: Right to Life 
MI Hotline 800-57WOMAN or visit 
www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays and 
Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emmanuel 
Church Kitchen.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for 
those struggling with same sex 
attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate support 
group for the families and friends of 
‘Courage’ clients. Call 517-342-2596

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line:517-993-0291 
or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org

Please Pray for:

Russ Aiuto 
Matt Beals 

Ann Becktel 
Duane Beuerle 

Lisa Dobis 
Sue DuRussel 
Mike Gibbons 
Carl Kemner 

Larry Lehmann 
Wilma Lentz 

Babette Medlock 
Lois Milkey 

Mark Nakashima 
Toby Riley 

Richard Tucker 
Geneva Walkowe 
Joan Walkowe 

Eddie Walz 
Sharon Warren 

Repose of the Soul:

♰Rita Townsend
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Vacation Bible School 
June 17th-20th 

Emanuel Church of Christ 
5:30-8:00 pm 

Dinner at 5:30 pm Program 
begins at 6:00 pm 

Scan code at right with your 
smart phone to register 

Or visit https://bit.ly/2GDWKa7

https://bit.ly/2GDWKa7
https://bit.ly/2GDWKa7
mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


Banns of Marriage 
II. Timothy Jerome 

LaValley 
& 

Sarah Marie Burch 
May 25, 2019 

M i l l e n n i a l C h u r c h 
Conference to equip 
C a t h o l i c l e a d e r s t o 
effectively engage the 
young adult generation 
Wednesday, May 22nd 
at St. Agnes Fowlerville. 
millennialchurch2019.eventb
ee.com to register. 

Seniors mark your 
Calendar Washtenaw 
Catholic Council on Aging 
has scheduled the Senior 
Day of Reflection for 
June 6, 2019 - 9:00am- 
1:00pm at St. Joseph 
Dexter Village Campus. 

Parish Family 
Birthdays 

May 19	 Benjamin Dahl
.........
May 19	 Steven Dettling
.........
May 21	 Jennifer Nashif
.........
May 21	 Algis Radze 
.........
May 21	 Sylvie Strong
.........
May 22	 Kathleen Brogley
.........
May 24	 Peter Kueffner
.........
May 25	 Mary McGoff
.........
May 25	 Ricardo Villarreal
.........
May 26	 Nancy Gross 
.........
May 26	 Monica Kominars .........

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. The repose of the soul of 
and in memory of  ✟George 

W. Fletcher 
(Peter and Inge Roncoli) 

2. The repose of the soul of 
and in memory of 

 ✟Frances Walters 
(Peter and Inge Roncoli)
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Area News

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, May 5, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes  $5,407.27 ............
Loose Cash & Checks $215.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes $53.00 ...........
Easter Offering $20.00 ..................
E-Giving $320.07 ............................

⏤ 

Weekly toward budget $6,012.34 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. BELOW goal $712.34 ............

⏤ 
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings and Maintenance $420.00 ..
Poor Box $78.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $69.00...................

Altar Flowers 
For the week of May 19th 

sponsored by  
The Punches Family 

In Honor and in Memory of 
♱Mae Punches

Pray the Rosary  
May is traditionally celebrated as the 
month of Mary, our Blessed Mother. 
Please join us as we pray the Rosary 30 
minutes before each weekend Mass. 

Pizza Kit Fundraiser 
The Youth Group is selling Pizza Kits 
and more for their Spring Fundraiser. See 
a Youth Group member or contact 
Monica Kominars at 517-240-4092. 
Orders are due with payment by Friday, 
May 24th. Thank you for your continued 
support of our young people. 

Choir Rehearsals 
The St. Mary Adult Choir will be 
rehearsing on the following Wednesdays 
at 7:00 pm in the choir loft: May 29th; 
and June 5th. The Choir will be singing 
at 10:30 am Mass on June 2nd and 9th.  

Praise & Worship 
As we celebrate the coming of the Holy 
Spirit on Pentecost, please join us for a 
time of praise and worship on the vigil of 
that great feast, Saturday June 8th, at 
7:30 p.m. in the church. We will have 
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, 
praise music, sharings, and prayer. 

Diocesan Services Appeal 
We are more than half way to our 
$28,001 DSA goal. Please join the 65 
households who have already made their 
pledges. Envelopes can be found in the 
pews and placed in the collection basket.  

Volunteers Sought 
Vacation Bible School needs volunteers 
in order to be a success. For more info, 
e m a i l K a r i n V i l l a r r e a l  
stmarymanchester.dre@gmail.com. 

 Enroll Now 
Mark your calendars for June 17th-20th. 
VBS will be at Emanuel Church of Christ 
5:30-8:00 pm. Register your children age 
3-6th grade by June 1st to receive your 
own Space Ice Cream. We will be 

collecting paper goods 
and household cleaning supplies for 
nightly offering. Visit https://bit.ly/
2GDWKa7 to register. 

Masses and Memorials 
If you would like to sponsor the 
Sanctuary Lamps, Altar Flowers or 
request a Mass, there are openings 
available. This is a good way to honor the 
memory of your deceased loved ones. 
You may even have Mass offered for a 
special intention. Contact the Parish 
Office at 734-428-8811. 

Cleaning Crew Needs You 
Stephanie needs a few more people on 
board to help with weekly cleaning. The 
1st Monday of every month she needs 2 
people at the Parish Center; on 4th 
Mondays 1 person to help Frank Cousino 
at the Parish Center; on 3rd Mondays 1 
person to help Kathy Brogley at Father 
Fisher Hall. Please contact Stephanie at 
7 3 4 - 3 6 8 - 8 5 8 5 o r b y e m a i l 
sbeuerle@hotmail.com if you are able to 
help fill these spots. She will teach you 
what needs to be done. 

Looking Ahead 
Fish Frys are behind us for now, but we 
do have the annual Ice Cream Social to 
begin planning for. Please watch for 
details about committee meetings and 
consider how you can help with your 
time and talent for this great community 
event. 

Adorn your Yard 
The ground has thawed and many of you 
have begun to clean your yards to prepare 
for the warm weather. Why not add a 
simple white cross to your landscaping in 
order to give glory to God and witness to 
the resurrection? The Knights of 
Columbus have made it easy by 
constructing simple white crosses just the 
right size. You can purchase one for 
yourself for $5 at The Flower Garden.

Parish News
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