
2

There’s an old Pentecostal hymn that begins: “Let 
it breathe on me,/ Let it breathe on me,/ Let the 
Breath of God now breathe on me.” The Holy Spirit is 
that Breath of God. 


We need a deep, cleansing breath of God to fill 
our spiritual lungs. Breathing is necessary for life. If we 
don’t breathe, we’re dead. On this Pentecost 
weekend, I’d like to orient our view to the activity of 
the Holy Spirit, focusing on English variants of the root 
word from 
which the 
word Spirit 
comes.


Ex-spire 
m e a n s t o 
breathe out. 
I t r e f e r s 
m a i n l y t o 
dy i ng bu t 
c a n a l s o 
mean to give 
up. At his 
death, Jesus 
hands over 
h is sp i r i t , 
only to have 
the breath of 
n e w l i f e 
return at his 
resurrection. Today we see a Christianity that seems 
to have run out of breath, a near willingness to quit 
altogether. Many Catholics’ faith is all but dead. Jesus 
wants to revive it.


Re-spire means to breathe again; for example, 
with a respirator. To the Galatian church, St. Paul 
asked, “Have you so quickly ended in the flesh what 
you began in the Spirit?” They were trying to do 
things on their own, leaving the Holy Spirit out. Paul 
reminds them that such only brings about the “works 
of the flesh”. We get the same result. To paraphrase 
Paul: No one can do the works of the Spirit except by 
the Holy Spirit. He is the respirator that enables us to 
breathe again.


A-spire means to breathe on, or breathe at. Jesus 
breathes on his disciples to send the Holy Spirit 
(perhaps St. John’s version of the Pentecost event?). 
There’s an Eastern belief that breathing on someone 
communicates authority or power. We see the same 
thing in some liturgical rituals, such as consecration of 
the holy oils when the bishop breathes on the Chrism. 
When the Spirit breathes on us, we have power to do 
what Jesus does.


In-spire means 
to breathe into. 
At the creation, 
the Holy Spirit 
breathes order 
i n t o c h a o s ; 
w h e n H e 
creates man, he 
breathes life into 
A d a m . 
Inspiration is 
m o r e t h a n 
merely receiving 
an idea or a 
poetic vision. 
It’s a life-giving 
move o f the 
Spirit. Ezekiel 
i n v o k e s t h e 
Spirit to breathe 

life into dry bones. When we feel that our spiritual lives 
are dry as dead bones, we ask the Spirit to inspire our 
hearts by breathing life into them.


Per-spire means to breathe through, usually used 
in the sense of energetic activity causing sweat and 
heavy breathing. For many people, Catholicism can 
look like a set of rules and regulations, hoops to jump 
through. That attitude can lead to what I like to call the 
“principle of minimal commitment”: what is the least I 
have to do to be saved? If I attend Mass every 
Sunday (etc., etc.), I’m okay. The opposite assumes 
that my sanctification is a result of my own effort. Both 
are works of the flesh. It’s the attitude Paul was 
challenging in Galatians. With the Spirit, we’re to lead 
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active, energetic lives as Christians - but it’s His 
breath breathing through us, not our own sweat 
(which accomplishes nothing but exhaustion).


Con-spire means to breathe with. The usual 
meaning is two minds getting together to plot 
something, typically something wicked or illegal. But 
in a religious sense, conspiring means we breathe 
with the Holy Spirit, as if one lung were his and one 
were ours. God has his will for us; but when we 
conspire with the Spirit, his will becomes very much 
our own will. When the Breath of God becomes our 
breath, the result of our actions bears the fruit of the 
Spirit.


Tran-spire means to breathe across. The usual 
meaning refers to an event, or something that 
develops or is revealed. It can also refer to something 
coming out of a body, as water vapor comes out from 
a leaf. The Old Testament thought of the Holy Spirit as 
a force coming out from God, such as His breath or 
creative Word: “when you send forth your Spirit, they 
are created, and you renew the face of the earth” (Ps 
104). His breath transpires to our breath, and we are 
renewed, and new life breathes out from us.


From this root word for breath, we get 
encouragement to breathe with the Spirit. So if you 
feel that your Christian life is on the verge of expiring, 
pray for respiration, to be able to breathe again. God 
wants that for all of us. In various ways, Jesus 
breathes his Spirit on you, whether his aspiration 
comes as a “strong, driving wind” or as a gentle 
breeze. 


When you receive the Spirit, He is inspired, 
breathed in to you, and you find His presence within, 
not outside, yourself. God is not distant, He is closer 
to you than you are to yourself.


Although sometimes the Christian life is difficult, 
you don’t perspire through your own efforts. The 
breath of God needs to breathe through you. Only so 
can the fruit of the Spirit grow. Besides, the goal of 
the spiritual life is to conspire with God. Breathing 
with the Holy Spirit is a conspiracy, as if your breath 
and his were one breathing. Also, His breath 
transpires from Him to you, enabling you to exude 
the vapor of a renewed life that others can benefit 
from. This is intimate, personal union. You can 
achieve this with Him.


“Receive the Holy Spirit.” Take His deep, 
cleansing breath. ❖


SAT., JUNE 8 Easter Weekday
Morning: Acts 28:16-20, 
30-31/Jn 21:20-25 (302) 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Betsy Kripas  

[Kathy Hagerman] 
7:30-9:00 pm Praise and Worship

SUN., JUNE 9 PENTECOST SUNDAY
Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 
16-20b or Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 
3:1-5/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39 
(62) or, for the Extended Vigil: 
Gn 11:1-9/Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b/
Ez 37:1-14/Jl 3:1-5/Rom 
8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39 (Lectionary 
for Mass Supplement, 62) 
Day: Acts 2:1-11/1 Cor 
12:3b-7, 12-13 or Rom 8:8-17/
Jn 20:19-23 or Jn 14:15-16, 
23b-26 (63) Pss Prop 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: INT: St. Mary’s Graduating Seniors 

[St. Mary’s Altar Society] 
Following 8:30 am Mass Graduation Breakfast-FFH  
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People

MON., JUNE 10 Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church
Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 
1:12-14/Jn 19:25-34 

No Mass Today in Manchester 

TUES., JUNE 11 St. Barnabas

Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3 (580)/
Mt 5:13-16 (360) 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Rita Townsend 
[Shirley Krzyzaniak]

WED., JUNE 12 Weekday
2 Cor 3:4-11/Mt 5:17-19 (361) 8:30 am Mass: ♰Grace Waldecker 

[Lynn Waldecker]

THURS., JUNE 13 St. Anthony of Padua
2 Cor 3:15—4:1, 3-6/Mt 
5:20-26 (362) 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Ethel Fahey 
[Betty Cummings]

FRI., JUNE 14 Weekday

2 Cor 4:7-15/Mt 5:27-32 (363) 8:30 am Mass: For the repose of the soul of 
♰Jim Walkowe, and in Memory of their 61st 
Wedding Anniversary 

[His Family]
SAT., JUNE 15 Weekday

2 Cor 5:14-21/Mt 5:33-37 
(364) 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT: Holy Souls in Purgatory  

[Claudia Damian]
SUN., JUNE 16 THE MOST HOLY TRINITY
Prv 8:22-31/Rom 5:1-5/Jn 
16:12-15 (166) Pss Prop 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Cliff Tracy 

[Sylvie and Scott Strong]
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Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: Right to 
Life MI Hotline 800-57WOMAN or 
visit www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays and 
Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emmanuel 
Church Kitchen.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed 
by Diocese) spiritual support group 
for those struggling with same sex 
attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families 
and friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 
Call 517-342-2596

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line:
517-993-0291 or email 
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

St. Mary’s 
2019 DSA  
Our parish goal: 

$28,001 
To date 82 families have 
pledged $22,385.10 or 

80% of our goal. 
Please pledge soon!

Altar Flowers 
For the week of June 9th 

sponsored by  
Eddie and Judy Walz 

In Honor of 
Our 58th  Wedding 

Anniversary

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


2019 Diocesan Men’s Retreat 
June 14th–15th DeSales Center, 
Brooklyn MI. Call Rich for info 
517.342.2556. 

Position Available - Old St. Patrick 
Church has an opening for an 
experienced Facilities Maintenance 
staff member. Please send a cover 
letter and resume to Fr. Tom at 
twasilewski@stpatricka2.org 

Parish Family 
Birthdays 

June 9	 Dawn Gemler
..........
June 9	 Skylyr Zink
..........
June 10	 Edward Schoendorff
........
June 11	 Gerald Kripas	             
........
June 12	 Dawn Simon 
........
June 13	 Brigid Doyle
........
June 13	 Jo Kladzyk
........
June 13	 Frank Stancato
........
June 14	 Bernadette Coltre
........
June 15	 Amanda Walz
........
June 16	 Diane Rickert........

Please Pray for: 
Russ Aiuto 
Matt Beals 

Ann Becktel 
Duane Beuerle 

The country of Burkina Faso

Sue DuRussel 
Mike Gibbons 
Sally Ann Irwin 

Bud Jacob 
Joel 

Wilma Lentz 
Babette Medlock 

Lois Milkey   
Toby Riley 

Joyce Stein 
Geneva and Joan Walkowe 

Eddie and Judy Walz 

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1.The repose of the soul of 
and in Memory of  our 

Nephew ✟Robert Wagner 
(Jim and Marja Warner)
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Area News

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, May 26, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes  $2,888.00 ............
Loose Cash & Checks $351.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes $55.00 ...........
Ascension $55.00 ..........................
Children’s Envelopes $0.80 .........
E-Giving $165.64 ............................

⏤ 

Weekly toward budget $3,515.44 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. BELOW goal $1,784.56 ............

⏤ 
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings and Maintenance… $120.00 
Poor Box $6.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $23.00...................

Praise & Worship 
As we celebrate the coming of the Holy 
Spirit on Pentecost, please join us for a 
time of praise and worship on the vigil of 
that great feast, Saturday June 8th, at 
7:30 pm in the church. We will have 
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, 
praise music, sharings, and prayer. 

Graduation Breakfast 
The annual Graduation Breakfast is 
today, June 9th in the FFH following 
8:30 am Mass. We hope that you will 
take part in  this special tradition hosted 
by the Altar Society. 

Summer Schedule 
Throughout the summer months: June, 
July and August, there will not be Mass 
on Mondays in Manchester. The regular 
schedule will resume in September. 

Amazing Greys 
To kick off summer Lynn Waldecker is 
hosting the end-of-season Amazing 
Grey’s meeting at her home June 10th 
beginning at 11:30am. A sign-up sheet is 
in the entryway. Please join us! 
Help Support St. Louis Center 
Get your tickets June 15th-16th  for a 
chance to win a trip for two to Alaska for 
a 7-day cruise and a 3-day land tour. This 
trip is valued at $7,500, and the winner 
may take the cash option instead. Tickets 
are $25 each or 5/ $100. For more 
information, contact SLC Public 
Relations Director Joe Yekulis at 
734-475-8430. The drawing will be on 
Monday, June 24th. 

A Fond Farewell 
Dianne Schwab's family is inviting you 
to an open house at Chi-Bro Park, 
Saturday, June 15th from 12-4pm. She 
is now making her home in Traverse City 
with her daughters Carolyn and Laura. 
You can contact them at the following 
number: 231-941-2390. 

Cleaning Crew Needs You 
Cleanliness is next to Godliness and we 
need your help to keep our church clean. 

Stephanie is looking for four people to 
help with cleaning. The commitment is 
one time per month. Please contact 
Stephanie at 734-368-8585 or by email 
sbeuerle@hotmail.com if you would 
consider volunteering your time to 
beautify our church facilities. She will 
teach you what needs to be done. 

VBS Starts Soon 
Our parish is hosting VBS June 
17th-20th at Emanuel Church of Christ 
5:30-8:00 pm. You may join us the first 
night even if you haven’t registered your 
children already. We will be collecting 
paper goods and household cleaning 
supplies for nightly offering. 

Rice Bowl Results 
Thank you to all who returned their rice 
bowls from Lent. The count was 
competed and the result is a total of 
$591.26. FYI ~ There was a total of 30.2 
pounds of coins. Again, thank you for 
your generosity. 
Raffle Tickets Still Available! 

Tickets are still available for our 2019 
Ice Cream Social Fundraising Raffle. To 
obtain tickets, please call Tom Burch 
(734-260-0056) or stop in at the Parish 
Office. Fr. Bosco will announce when 
sellers will be present after Masses.  

ICS Plans Underway 
The core team has met and wish to invite 
other interested volunteers to the next Ice 
Cream Social planning meeting to be 
held on Thursday, June 20th in the Fr. 
Fisher Hall at 7:00 pm. Please consider 
how you can help. If you have any 
questions, please contact Gina Jennings 
at gjenning@umich.edu. 

Masses and Memorials 
If you would like to sponsor the 
Sanctuary Lamps, Altar Flowers or 
request a Mass, there are openings 
available. This is a good way to honor 
the memory of your deceased loved ones. 
You may even have Mass offered for a 
special intention. Contact the Parish 
Office at 734-428-8811. 

Parish News
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