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A story recently circulated on the Catholic 
blogosphere about a priest who admonished a young 
woman for wearing a blouse that was immodest. 
Upset, the woman complained on her Twitter account, 
“Why can’t men keep their eyes in their own heads? 
It’s not up to me to control their voyeuristic 
imaginations!” The tweet 
ignited a firestorm on 
social media, most of it 
in her favor. Of course, 
the woman was right on 
one point-men do need 
to keep control over their 
eyes-but she’s wrong on 
another. She does have 
some responsibility-in 
charity -for how she 
presents herself.


To say anyth ing 
about modesty from the 
pulpit is to step into a 
minefield. Explosions are 
sure to follow. Yet, in a 
culture that recognizes 
n o re s t r i c t i o n s o n 
personal freedom, some 
teaching on this subject 
is called for. So I’d like to 
offer a short catechesis on what the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church says about modesty. And, for the 
record, this homily is not directed at any person or 
group. It’s summertime, and the livin’ is easy; so a little 
refresher on looking good in a Christian context is 
appropriate right now.


The Catechism devotes four short paragraphs to 
the virtue of modesty. I will quote each one and 
comment briefly on it.


“2521 Purity requires modesty, an integral part of 
temperance. Modesty protects the intimate center of 
the person. It means refusing to unveil what should 
remain hidden. It is ordered to chastity to whose 
sensitivity it bears witness. It guides how one looks at 

others and behaves toward them in conformity with the 
dignity of persons and their solidarity.”


This paragraph refers to three virtues related to 
modesty: temperance (one of the four cardinal virtues), 
chastity, and solidarity. The first two virtues are pretty 
obvious. Temperance moderates our appetites, and 

chastity helps us to 
control their sexual 
e x p r e s s i o n . T h e 
paragraph says that 
modesty “guides how 
one looks at others.” 
There’s a difference 
between seeing and 
l o o k i n g . A n 
acquaintance of mine 
was once asked how 
long a man could look at 
a w o m a n w i t h o u t 
committing adultery with 
her in his heart. His 
answer: “Two seconds.” 
T h e t h i r d v i r t u e 
m e n t i o n e d i n t h e 
paragraph is solidarity. 
That is a virtue for the 
community. Modesty 
protects not only the 

intimate center of the individual, but also unity among 
Christians. Since unchastity can tear a community 
apart, solidarity in maintaining standards for chastity 
holds it together.


“2522 Modesty protects the mystery of persons 
and their love. It encourages patience and moderation 
in loving relationships; it requires that the conditions for 
the definitive giving and commitment of man and 
woman to one another be fulfilled. Modesty is decency. 
It inspires one’s choice of clothing. It keeps silence or 
reserve where there is evident risk of unhealthy 
curiosity. It is discreet.”


The implication here is that modesty protects 
marriages-both those that already exist and those that may 
exist in the future. The idea that modesty 
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Youth Group members Celeste and Mary Sangster, Megan Miller and Samantha and 
Hannah Kominars prepared the silverware for the Ice Cream Social.



SAT., JULY 13 Weekday/St. Henry/BVM
Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a/Mt 
10:24-33 (388)   

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Betsy Kripas 

[Gayle Antonelli] 
7:30 pm Praise and Worship - Church

SUN., JULY 14 FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Dt 30:10-14/Col 1:15-20/Lk 
10:25-37 (105) Pss III 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Ethel Fahey 

[Fahey Family]
MON., JULY 15 ST. BONAVENTURE
Ex 1:8-14, 22/Mt 10:34—11:1 
(389)  

No Mass Today in Manchester  
7:00 pm Knights of Columbus Meeting - PC

TUES., JULY 16 Weekday/Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Ex 2:1-15a/Mt 11:20-24 (390)  8:30 am Mass: ♰Rita Townsend 
[Duane and Darlene Kuebler]

WED., JULY 17 Weekday

Ex 3:1-6, 9-12/Mt 11:25-27 
(391) 

8:30 am Mass: In loving memory of my dad, 
♰Edward Lozicki 

[Eve Lozicki]
THURS., JULY 18 Weekday/St. Camillus De Lellis

Ex 3:13-20/Mt 11:28-30 (392)   8:30 am Mass: ♰Rita Townsend 
[Pete and Inge Roncoli] 

7:00 pm Ice Cream Social Meeting - FFH
FRI., JULY 19 Weekday
Ex 11:10—12:14/Mt 12:1-8 
(393)   

8:30 am Mass: INT: Bob and Jan Grimstad 
[Bill and Sandi Kwolek]

SAT., JULY 20 Weekday/St. Apollinaris/BVM
Ex 12:37-42/Mt 12:14-21 (394)    3:30-4:30 pm Confession 

5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Bob Punches 
[Bill and Astrida Punches]

SUN., JULY 21 SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Gn 18:1-10a/Col 1:24-28/Lk 
10:38-42 (108) Pss IV 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Gerald Damian 

[Claudia Damian]

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: Right to Life 
MI Hotline 800-57WOMAN or visit 
www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays and 
Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emmanuel 
Church Kitchen.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate support 
group for the families and friends of 
‘Courage’ clients. Call 517-342-2596

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line:517-993-0291 
or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities Cleaning Crew Needs You 

Please consider volunteering to help clean the church, 
the commitment is one time per month. Please contact 
Stephanie at 734-368-8585 or sbeuerle@hotmail.com. 
You will be trained and paired with another volunteer. 

Raffle Tickets Still Available! 
Tickets are still available for our 2019 Ice Cream 
Social Fundraising Raffle. To obtain tickets, please call 
Tom Burch (734-260-0056) or stop in at the Parish 
Office. Fr. Bosco will announce when sellers will be 
present after Masses.  

Please Sign-Up for ICS  
Now is the time to sign-up for the 127th Annual Ice 
Cream Social. Please see the volunteers after Mass to 
learn where your help is needed most. The next 
meeting will be held Thursday, July 18th in the Fr. 
Fisher Hall at 7:00 pm. If you have any questions, 
please contact Gina Jennings at gjenning@umich.edu. 

Correct Rummage Sale Info 
As you begin to prepare for the rummage sale in 
August, please follow these times. There was a 
misprint in the quarterly newsletter. We apologize for 
the inconvenience. Please stay tuned for details in the 
coming weeks! 
Drop Off Dates at the Parish Center 
· Saturday, July 27th from 12-5pm 
· Sunday, July 28th from 12-4pm 
· Monday-Friday, July 29th-August 2nd from 4-7pm 
· Saturday, August 3rd from 12-5pm 
· Sunday, August 4th from 12-4pm 
 Pricing Dates at the Parish Center 
· Monday, August 5th-Wednesday, August 7th from 
4-7pm 
Sales Dates at the Parish Center 
· Thursday, August 8th from 9am-6pm 
· Friday, August 9th from 9am-6pm 
· Saturday, August 10th from 9am-4pm 
Clean up follows the 4pm closing. 

Beware: Scammer Now Calling 
As if the emails weren’t bad enough, now thieves are 
using phone calls to try to trick you. There is an 
imposter using the number: 517-709-4004 calling 
parishioners pretending to be Fr. Bosco. Please be 
vigilant and pay attention to the phone number. If it 
isn’t a number you recognize, do not answer. If the call 
is important, they will leave you a message. 

Parish Picnic Planning 
The Annual Parish Picnic, usually held in mid- to late-
August, is need of an event organizer. This year Fr. 
Bosco would like to hold the event at the Parish 
Center. Please contact him at the Parish Office 
734-428-8811 if you would like to take the lead in 
planning this event. It is a great opportunity for the 
entire Parish community to gather, relax and enjoy a 
bit of fellowship with one another. 

Parish News

Save the Date! 
Thursday, July 25, 2019 

127th Annual Ice Cream Social 
Food, Fellowship and of course … 

Ice Cream!!! 
in front of the church-210 W. Main St

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org
mailto:gjenning@umich.edu
mailto:gjenning@umich.edu


“encourages patience and moderation in 
loving relationships” suggests that what 
should remain unveiled outside of marriage 
will be unveiled within it when the time is 
right-hence, the virtue of patience.


Because most of us think of modesty 
in terms of clothing, the Catechism points 
out that our choice of clothing is modest 
when it seeks to quell unhealthy curiosity. If 
modesty inspires one’s choice of clothing, 
we need to ask what message we’re 
sending by the clothes we choose. 
Clothing communicates not only what we 
who wear it think of ourselves, but it also 
communicates to others how we want 
them to see us. A woman should select 
clothing and makeup that enhances her 
natural beauty, just as a man should select 
clothing that highlights his best features-
both without going too far. If the virtue of 
modesty is supposed to protect “the 
intimate center of the person,” one’s 
choice of clothing should reflect that 
protection.


Clothing should also fit the occasion. If 
you’re a fan of Downton Abbey, you might 
know that both men and women of that 
era changed clothing up to six times a day. 
To wear the wrong dress or the wrong tie 
to a dinner sent the message that one was 
ignorant or disrespectful of the occasion. 
Standards today might not be that strict, 
but people’s dress still communicates their 
attitude toward the occasion. Mass is an 
important occasion. Here, you are meeting 
with God, the Most Important Person in 
the Universe. It’s respectful to dress 
accordingly.


“2523 There is a modesty of the 
feelings as well as of the body. It 
protests…against the voyeurist ic 
explorations of the human body in certain 
advertisements, or against the solicitations 
of certain media that go too far in the 
exhibition of intimate things. Modesty 
inspires a way of life which makes it 
possible to resist the allurements of 
fashion and the pressures of prevailing 
ideologies.”


The best example I can think of what 
the Catechism protests here is television 
ads for women’s perfumes or men’s 
colognes. The key sentence is the last 

one: Modesty inspires an approach to life 
such that visible offenses against modesty 
in fashion or ideology cause a certain 
revulsion to take place. It allows one to 
turn away from acts, opinions, or fashions 
that attack the inner dignity of the persons 
engaged in them or viewing them.


“2524 The forms taken by modesty 
vary from one culture to another. 
Everywhere, however, modesty exists as 
an intuition of the spiritual dignity proper to 
man.… Teaching modesty to children and 
adolescents means awakening in them 
respect for the human person.”  (Emphasis 
added.)


Standards of modesty vary from place 
to place, and even within the same culture. 
We don’t expect women to wear burkas or 
men to wear blinders, but we do expect 
that everyone cultivate the intuition that the 
Catechism speaks of: the intuition of 
people’s innate spiritual dignity. Our 
children need to learn to develop that 
same intuition.


As the Catechism says, modesty 
needs to be taught-not as a set of rules to 
obey, but as a “means [of] awakening in 
[children] respect for the human person.” 
When I was raising my children, my wife 
and I had them wear their most 
presentable clothes to church. They could 
take them off immediately after Mass, but 
they had to “dress up,” not “dress down,” 
out of respect for others and for God. At 
least two of my children are currently 
teaching their children the same thing. If 
there is a rule to obey, dressing up for God 
should be it.


There’s much more to say. But in sum: 
A commi tment to modesty i s a 
commitment to virtue, to temperance, 
chastity, and solidarity; a commitment not 
to a set of rules but to the protection of the 
intimate center of yourself and others. 
Modesty protects the family and Church 
community by keeping veiled what should 
remain hidden except when it’s appropriate 
to reveal it. It inspires a way of life that 
treasures what is sexually clean and 
spurns what is not.


As St. Paul would say, by behaving 
modestly we glorify God with our bodies. ❖


Article continued from page 1

Join the Catholic Biblical School of Michigan 
this fall with a new Tuesday 7-9 pm class at Holy 
Family Parish in Adrian, Michigan. Information 
Nights at Holy Family on July 17th (W), and 
Aug 8th (Th), at 7:00 pm. Contact us at 
info@cbsmich.org or 586-438-3085 
Annual Summer Festival at St. Joseph-Dexter 
July 19th-21st. On Friday, July 19th we welcome 
teens for our Teen Café from 6-10pm; tickets are 
$7 per teen. For adults ‘Measure for Measure’ will 
be performing at 7pm; a free will offering is 
appreciated. On Saturday, July 20th from 
noon-10pm and Sunday, July 21st from 
noon-6pm we will have family fun entertainment, 
craft tent, bingo, games, inflatables and of course 
food! On Saturday enjoy the Classic Car Show and 
on Sunday enjoy our Chicken Dinner. All events 
and activities will take place at our Country Church 
campus, 6805 Mast Road, Dexter, 48130. For a full 
list of events go to www.stjos.com  

Parish Family 
Birthdays 

July 13	 Eileen Ball 
..........
July 13	 John Nashif
..........
July 14	 Eric Zink
..........
July 15	 Lucas Brothers
..........
July 15	 Helena Zink
..........
July 16	 John Beuerle
..........
July 16	 William McNamara 
..........
July 17	 Andrew Burch
..........
July 17	 Donna Maloney
..........
July 19	 Sullivan Flaherty
..........
July 20	 Jacob Messman
..........
July 21	 Natasha Kominars..........

Please Pray for: 
Amanda 

Matt Beals 
Duane Beuerle 
Karen Christian 

Leroy Cummings 
Claudia Damian 
Dettloff Family 
Sue DuRussel 
Mark Garcia 

Mike Gibbons 
Wilma Lentz 

Babette Medlock 
Petra in Germany 

Toby Riley 

Ron Sangster 
Katelyn Simpson 

Joyce Stein 
Virginia Strong  

Bruce Sommers 

Geneva, Joan and 
Nancy Walkowe 
Eddie and Judy 

Walz 
Sharon Warren 

Repose of the 
Soul of: 

✟Eileen Green

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. ✟Maximilien Wolf 
(Pete and Inge Roncoli) 

2. The Repose of the soul of 
✟Russell Aiuto 
(KofC #4354)
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WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, June 30, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes  $6,045.02 ............
Loose Cash & Checks $192.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes $13.00 ...........
Ascension $2.00 ..........................
E-Giving $320.07 ............................

6 

Weekly toward budget $6,572.09 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $1,272.09 .............

⏤ 
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings and Maintenance… $85.00 
Peter’s Pence $142.00 .....................
Poor Box $14.25 ...........................
Votive Candles $44.00...................

St. Mary’s 
2019 DSA goal:$28,001  

To date our pledges total 
$25,010 or 89.32% 


