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Today’s Gospel passage from Luke Chapter 12 
comes in the middle of a series of teachings Jesus is 
giving on what (or whom) to fear and where to place our 
trust. In Chapter 11, Jesus condemned the Pharisees 
and Scribes for being hypocrites and whitewashed 
tombs. Furious, they 
began plotting how to 
trip up Jesus by 
ca tch ing H im in 
something He might 
say.  Chapte r 12 
b e g i n s w i t h H i s 
response, teaching 
His disciples not to 
b e a f r a i d o f 
opposition or outright 
persecution.  We’re 
not to fear hostility or 
threats of death, but 
to fear the Lord and 
t r u s t i n H i s 
providence.   We’re 
not to worry about 
how to defend ourselves when hauled into court, but to 
rely on the Holy Spirit.


In the middle of all this, someone in the audience 
interrupts with a complaint about his inheritance and 
wants Jesus to do something about it - obviously he 
hasn’t been paying attention. In response, Jesus warns 
against greed. If we’re not to fear persecution and even 
death, much less should we fear losing possessions. 
We’re not to put our confidence in what we might inherit 
or accrue for ourselves, since all this can disappear in an 
instant, but to depend on God for what we need.  We’re 
not to be anxious about our income or where our next 
meal comes from, since God will provide all that. We’re 
not to seek our own comfort or pleasure, but to seek the 
kingdom of God, and everything else we need will be 
ours as well. 


In response to the complaint about the inheritance, 
Jesus’ parable about the rich farmer reflects common 
lessons from the Old Testament, as in Sirach, in Hosea, 
and most clearly in our reading from Ecclesiastes: to 

bequeath to someone who has not worked for what you 
sweated and strove for is vanity. But, as in many of 
Jesus’ parables, He exaggerates a common situation to 
make a point. A rich farmer is harvesting a bumper crop, 
and he has a problem: where will he store it all? The 

solution is to 
u p g r a d e b y 
pulling down his 
little barns and 
b u i l d i n g b i g 
grain elevators. 
Income f rom 
them wi l l be 
e n o u g h t o 
support him in 
style.  He’s set 
f o r y e a r s t o 
come. He can 
afford to relax 
and have a good 
time. Except that 
God knows the 
farmer is about 

to have a fatal heart attack, and all his plans will vanish.

The parable warns against greed of any sort. But 

Jesus’ point is not quite the same as that of Qoheleth, 
who says that working smart and hard to build up a 
fortune only to have it go to someone else is vanity, 
empty and pointless labor. Jesus’ point is that the rich 
farmer is amassing the wrong fortune for himself. True, 
his physical wealth will go to someone else. But what 
makes the farmer a real fool is that he has enriched 
himself financially without growing rich in what matters 
to God. With his death he loses everything.


After hearing that Gospel passage, we might be 
feeling a little uncomfortable. The economy has been 
growing, but experts predict that when the bubble 
bursts a recession is sure to follow. How long will Social 
Security last? How’s my 401k? Will my investments 
profit enough to support me in my old age? I’m in the 
“sandwich generation”; I’m supporting my children and 
caring for my aged parents; when can I can relax and do 
something for myself? My children 
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Friday-Sunday, July 26th-28th, the Youth Group joined the youth at Our Lady of Fatima for a local 
‘Mission trip’. They stayed at the church in Michigan Center and spent the days doing some work around 

town. Celeste Sangster and Liz O’Hotzke were among the students doing the work.
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have grown and moved away, my parents have died; 
who will take care of me?


All good questions. But what we should be asking 
ourselves is, what matters to God, and how does one 
grow rich in it? A few verses later in Luke, Jesus 
answers the question. We are not to be anxious for 
our own lives, because God is giving us His kingdom. 
We don’t need to work for it. What we need to do, He 
says, is sell our possessions and give alms.


But what does that mean, in practice? Sell 
everything? Give it all away? To someone like St. 
Anthony of the Desert, that’s exactly what it meant. 
After hearing a passage from Matthew’s Gospel about 
selling possessions, he sold off a large estate and 
went into the Egyptian desert to be alone with God. 
For most of us, though, some possessions are 
necessary to support our families, and making some 
provision for the future is simply prudent. The 
possessions we should get rid of are those mentioned 
in our second reading: a hankering for immoral 
behavior, impurity, covetousness, and the idolatry of 
greed - in a word, anything that we hold onto, that ties 
us down to this earth. Instead, we’re to seek the 
things that are above, where Christ is; things like 
compassion, kindness, meekness, patience, 
forgiveness of others, and most of all love. Especially 
love of God - which, if done right, should direct our 
almsgiving toward love for others.


Our life’s goal, in short, should be to grow rich, not 
in material things, but in spiritual goods, such as virtue 
and holiness. The last thing we should ever want to 
hear from God is, “You fool. You have stored up 
treasure for yourself, but have not grown rich in what 
matters to Me.” Because in the end our lives point 
toward God. He is our treasure. If we lose Him, we 
lose everything, including ourselves. But if we gain 
Him, Everything is in our possession. ❖


SAT., AUG 3 Weekday/BVM/First Saturday
Lv 25:1,8-17/Mt 14:1-12 (406) 8:30 am First SaturdayMass: ♰Rita Townsend 

[Alice Kidd] 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Ethel Fahey 

[The Fahey Family] 
12:00-5:00 pm Rummage Sale Drop-off - PC

SUN., AUG 4 EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23/Col 3:1-5, 
9-11/Lk 12:13-21 (114) Pss II 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Robert Redies 

[Peter and Inge Roncoli] 
12:00-4:00 pm Rummage Sale Drop-off - PC

MON., AUG 5 Weekday/Dedication of St. Mary Major 
Basilica

Nm 11:4b-15/Mt 14:13-21 
(407)    

No Mass Today in Manchester - Priest Retreat 
4:00-7:00 pm Rummage Sale Pricing - PC

TUES., AUG 6 TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD

Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/2 Pt 
1:16-19/Lk 9:28b-36 (614) Pss 
Prop

No Mass Today in Manchester  
4:00-7:00 pm Rummage Sale Pricing - PC

WED., AUG 7 Weekday/St.Sixtus II and Companions, St. 
Cajetan

Nm 13:1-2, 25—14:1, 26-29a, 
34-35/Mt 15:21-28 (409)  

No Mass Today in Manchester - Priest Retreat 
4:00-7:00 pm Rummage Sale Pricing - PC

THURS., AUG 8 ST. DOMINIC
Nm 20:1-13/Mt 16:13-23 (410) No Mass Today in Manchester - Priest Retreat 

9:00 am-6:00 pm Rummage Sale - PC

FRI., AUG 9 Weekday/St. Theresa Benedicta of the Cross

Dt 4:32-40/Mt 16:24-28 (411) No Mass Today in Manchester - Priest Retreat 
9:00 am-6:00 pm Rummage Sale - PC

SAT., AUG 10 ST. LAWERENCE
2 Cor 9:6-10/Jn 12:24-26 (618) 
Pss Prop 

9:00 am-4:00 pm Rummage Sale - PC  
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰James Van Riper 

[Alice Kidd] 
4:00 pm Rummage Sale Clean-up - PC 
7:30 pm Praise and Worship Night - Church

SUN., AUG 11 NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Wis 18:6-9/Heb 11:1-2, 8-19 or 
11:1-2, 8-12/Lk 12:32-48 or 
12:35-40 (117)  Pss III

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Joseph and ♰Suzanne Germek 

[Kathy and Martin Brogley]

Deacon Dennis’ article continued from page 1

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: Right to Life 
MI Hotline 800-57WOMAN or visit 
www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays and 
Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emmanuel 
Church Kitchen.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate support 
group for the families and friends of 
‘Courage’ clients. Call 517-342-2596

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line:517-993-0291 
or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org

Banns of Marriage 
II. Kevin Gerard Ingalls 

& 
Marisa Leigh Sangster 

August 17, 2019
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


Planning meetings for the Fall 2019 Ann Arbor 40 Days for Life Campaign 
will be held on Wednesdays Aug. 28th, Sept. 11th and Sept. 18th at 7 pm 
at Bob Evans, 2411 Carpenter Rd. Please contact Sandie at 
PLAN2pray@gmail.com or 734-657-1936 or visit 40daysforlife.com/annarbor 
Vacation Bible School at Old St. Pat’s August 5th-9th 9am - noon. The 
theme is ‘Angels of God.’ Children’s concert & ice cream social is on 
Thursday, August 8th at 7pm. Pre-K - 6th grade. Cost is $25 per child – 
Family discount $15 for each additional child. To register call 734-662-8141. 
Job Openings in the Diocese find one for yourself: https://bit.ly/2Os1pli 
Catechist Formation Class at Our Lady of Fatima, Michigan Center August 
17th. Please register at https://bit.ly/2YaIejA 

Parish Family 
Birthdays 

Aug 3	 Stephanie Beuerle ............
Aug 4	 Elizabeth Beuerle ............
Aug 5	 Marisa Sangster ............
Aug 6	 Alice Kidd
............
Aug 7	 Theresa Baran 
............
Aug 11	 Michael McFarland..........

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. The Repose of the soul of 
✟Florence Tomko 

(Linda McGee) 
2. The Repose of the soul of 

✟Frank Tomko 
(Linda McGee)
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Area News

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, July 21, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes  $2,810.75 ............
Loose Cash & Checks $204.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes $24.00 ...........
E-Giving $165.64 ............................

6 

Weekly toward budget $3,204.39 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. BELOW goal $2,095.61 ............

6 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings and Maintenance… $10.00 
Poor Box $19.96 ...........................
Votive Candles $13.10...................

Many Thanks 
Our heartfelt thanks to all the sponsors 
and everyone who worked tirelessly to 
make our 127th Annual Ice Cream 
Social a great success! This year St. 
Mary Manchester made a profit of 
$3017.45 from the ICS. The Raffle 
generated $1490 for a grand total of 
$4507.45. Once again, God bless every 
single one of you beyond your 
expectations for your generosity and 
your continued support of our beloved 
Parish Family. 
Rummage Sale Approaches 

Today, Sunday, August 4th from 
12-4pm is the final day for drop-offs at 
the Parish Center! 
 Pricing Dates at the Parish Center 
· Monday-Wednesday, August 5th-7th     
 from 4-7pm 
Sales Dates at the Parish Center 
· Thursday, August 8th from 9am-6pm 
· Friday, August 9th from 9am-6pm 
· Saturday, August 10th from 9am-4pm 
Clean up follows the 4pm closing. 

Confirmation Meeting 
Due to this year's diocesan schedule, 
Confirmation Class MUST start early 
this year! There will be a mandatory 
Confirmation Orientation meeting for 
candidates AND parents TODAY, 
Sunday, August 4th in the Fr. Fisher 
Hall following 10:30am Mass. 

Youth Canoe Trip 
Please join Mrs. Kominars and the Youth 
Group on a fun afternoon of fellowship 
and paddling down the Raisin River 
TODAY, Sunday, August 4th at 12:30 
pm. Contac t Mrs . Kominars a t 
517-240-4092 with questions. 

Note Mass Schedule 
Fr. Bosco will be attending the priest’s 

retreat all this week at the St. Francis 
Retreat Center in DeWitt. Please note 
that 8:30 am daily Masses are canceled 
Monday-Friday, August 5th-9th. 

Basement Closed 
Please note that the Fr. Fisher Hall will 
be closed all this week August 5th-9th 
in order to meticulously clean the floors.  

Upcoming Choir Rehearsal 
Calling all singers for the St. Mary 
Choir! New members welcome! Please 
join me for choir rehearsal on 
Wednesday, August 14th at 7:00 pm in 
the choir loft. We will be rehearsing 
music for our parish feast day, the 
solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary’s 
Glorious Assumption into Heaven.  The 
choir will sing at the 7:00 pm Mass on 
August 15th. Call Benjamin at 
428-0007 with any questions. 

Mark your Calendars 
The annual parish family picnic will be 
on Sunday, August 18th from 1-4 pm at 
the Parish Center. Please plan to join us 
for food fellowship and fun. 

Scammer Now Calling 
There is an imposter using the number 
517-709-4004, calling parishioners 
pretending to be Fr. Bosco. Please be 
vigilant and pay attention to the phone 
number. If it isn’t a number you 
recognize, do not answer. If a call is 
important, they will leave a message. 

Cleaning Crew Needs You 
Please consider volunteering to help 
clean the church, the commitment is one 
t ime per month. Please contact 
S t e p h a n i e a t 7 3 4 - 3 6 8 - 8 5 8 5 o r 
sbeuerle@hotmail.com. You will be 
trained and paired with another 
volunteer. 

Parish News

2019 DSA goal:
$28,001  

To date our pledges 
total $25,010 or 89.32% 

Altar Flowers 
For the week of August 4th 

In Honor of  Walt and June 
Faubion on their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary  

sponsored by  
The Faubion Family

mailto:sbeuerle@hotmail.com
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