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The word fire is mentioned more than 500 times 
throughout the Bible. Fire is mentioned in every book of 
the Bible except Ruth, Esther, and Ezra. The first 
indication of fire in the Bible is 
found in Genesis 3:24. There are 
fires of judgment and fires of 
blessing and  fires of God’s 
presence as in the burning bush 
that Moses saw or as in the 
pillar of fire that accompanied 
the Israelites in the desert. On 
the day of Pentecost, the Spirit 
of the Lord who came upon the 
disciples in the form of fire 
transformed the life of these 
frightened apostles to be fervent 
missionaries. The same Spirit 
empowers us and causes us to 
change our l ives and to 
summon our family and friends 
to the Christian way of life but 
can also cause division when 
conflict arises in relationships. 
These conflicts may be when 
one of the partners believes the 
Gospel and the other does not 
or there are unrepented bad 
habits that one partner refuses 
to give up. Our Lord is not 
look ing for ha l f -hear ted 
disciples. He wants us to be “filled with all the fullness of 
God.”


In the Bible there are many passages about the 
confrontation when Jesus was taken to the temple by 
his parents. Simeon prophesied this in  Luke 
2:34-35: “Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, 
His mother: ‘This child is destined to cause the falling 
and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will 
be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul 
too’”. And again, we find this confrontation in Hebrews 
4:12: “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper 
than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to 

dividing soul and spirit.” Matthew 6:24 tells us, “No one 
can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and 
love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and 

despise the other."

Jesus was talking about this 
division because He foresaw 
what was going to happen to 
this new Christian community. 
In the Jewish world, the new 
Christians would share His 
faith with His Jewish family 
and most of them would react 
in horror. They would try to 
persuade the neophyte that he 
or she was in error and, if they 
did not succeed, they would 
probably banish the Christian 
from their home. Eventually 
the Christians would no longer 
be welcome at the synagogue 
and they wou ld beg in 
separate meetings in one of 
their homes, not on Saturday, 
but on the Lord’s Day the day 
of celebration of Resurrection 
and Pentecost. 

By the time the Catholic 
Church was well established 
and organized, persecution of 
the early Christians increased 

by Jews and Romans with the pagan political systems. 
The division and separation  that we learn of seems to 
contradict the whole message of the Gospel. At the Last 
Supper, Jesus told His disciples that He was giving 
them peace, a peace that the world could not give, a 
peace that no one could take away from them. We call 
Jesus the Prince of Peace. In the Beatitudes we read, 
“Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called 
the children of God”. They especially are the ones who 
do the work of God - and of Jesus. In the letter to the 
Ephesians, Jesus is called “our peace,” breaking down 
the walls that divide peoples. “By this will all know that 
you are my disciples, that you have 
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love one for another.” 

The real experience from the time the Gospels 

were being written down to our own day in many 
countries, is that both Christian individuals and 
Christian communities are seen as a threat to 
governments, various power groups and other 
religious groups. We saw this in practically every 
Communist regime during the 20th century: the Soviet 
Union, the East European countries, China and 
Vietnam.


Dear brothers and sisters, the Christian message 
is non-violent. It brings love, compassion, harmony 
and peace. It brings people together so that there is 
neither Jew nor Greek, slave or free, male or female … 
But also its nature challenges injustice, corruption, 
discrimination, abuse, dishonesty and all attacks on 
human dignity. The role of the evangelizer is “to 
comfort the afflicted and to afflict the comfortable.” 
Vested interests - the rich, the powerful inside and 
outside the Church - will do anything to keep what 
they have. When the Church preaches and lives the 
Gospel, conflict is inevitable - even though in no way 
wished or intended. So, in one way, religion should 
never divide. The members of the true Christianity 
should stand in defending truth, justice, human dignity 
and freedom and will inevitably meet opposition and 
be attacked. The Beatitudes also tell us that the 
peacemakers are blessed and that those who are 
persecuted in the name of the Gospel are equally 
blessed. Strangely enough, both go together. ❖

SAT., AUG 17 Weekday/BVM
Jos 24:14-29/Mt 19:13-15 
(418) 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Victoria Rameriz 

[Rosalie Boyd, sister]
SUN., AUG 18 TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Jer 38:4-6, 8-10/Heb 12:1-4/Lk 
12:49-53 (120) Pss IV 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Alexander Roberts 

[Scott and Sylvie Strong] 
1:00-4:00 pm Parish Picnic - PC

MON., AUG 19 Weekday/St. John Eudes
Jgs 2:11-19/Mt 19:16-22(419) No Mass Today in Manchester

TUES., AUG 20 St. Bernard

Jgs 6:11-24a/Mt 19:23-30 (420) 8:30 am Mass: ♰Betsy Kripas 
[Gayle Antonelli]

WED., AUG 21 St. Pius X

Jgs 9:6-15/Mt 20:1-16 (421) 8:30 am Mass: ♰Kate Flaherty Webb, sister of 
Pat Flaherty 

[Pat Flaherty]
THURS., AUG 22 Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Jgs 11:29-39a/Mt 22:1-14 
(422)

8:30 am Mass: ♰Gerald Damian, in memory of 
44th Wedding Anniversary 

[Claudia Damian] 
6:00 pm Altar Society Summer Potluck Dinner - FFH

FRI., AUG 23 Weekday/St. Rose of Lima
Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22/Mt 
22:34-40 (423)

8:30 am Mass: ♰Rita Townsend 
[Doris and Ann Bauer]

SAT., AUG 24 St. Bartholomew
Rv 21:9b-14/Jn 1:45-51 (629) 
Pss Prop 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Terézia Shaw 

[Gerald and Mary Shaw]
SUN., AUG 25 TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Is 66:18-21/Heb 12:5-7, 11-13/
Lk 13:22-30 (123) Pss I

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Frank and ♰Florence Tomko 

[Their Daughter, Linda McGee] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People

Fr. Bosco’s article continued from page 1

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: Right to Life 
MI Hotline 800-57WOMAN or visit 
www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays and 
Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emmanuel 
Church Kitchen.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate support 
group for the families and friends of 
‘Courage’ clients. Call 517-342-2596

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line:517-993-0291 
or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Knights of Columbus School Supplies Drive
Dry erase markers
Washable markers
Clorox type wipes 
Baby wipes
Glue sticks

Kleenex
Crayons
2-pocket folders
Lined paper
Pencils

***Also, things for needy students like: backpacks, pencil 
boxes/bags, lunch boxes, gift cards to buy clothes, etc. 
Please place your donations in the blue bin in the entry 
way of the church. Sunday, September 1st is the 
last day to drop-off your donations.

Parish Picnic Today

1:00-4:00 pm at the Parish Center

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


Fed Up with Hunger Food Packing - Working with I-92 Ministries, 10,000 
meals will be packed for the people of Haiti at Sharon United Methodist 
Church Fellowship Hall August 24th 9:00 am - 12:00 pm. Call 734-428-0996 
or email sharonumchurch@gmail.com to volunteer. 
Called and Gifted Workshop at St. Andrews in Saline Saturday, August 
24th, 8:00 am-4:30 pm. Cost is $45. Call Nancy Carter at 734-429-6114 
Planning meetings for the Fall 2019 Ann Arbor 40 Days for Life Campaign 
will be held on Wednesdays Aug. 28th, Sept. 11th and Sept. 18th at 7 pm 
at Bob Evans, 2411 Carpenter Rd. Please contact Sandie at 
PLAN2pray@gmail.com or 734-657-1936 or visit 40daysforlife.com/annarbor 
Job Openings in the Diocese, find one for yourself: https://bit.ly/2Os1pli 

Parish Family 
Birthdays 

Aug 17	 Jolene Line 
..........
Aug 17	 Caitriona McClorey
..........
Aug 17	 Hannah McFarland ..........
Aug 23	 Mary Cousino
..........
Aug 23	 Howard Remski
..........
Aug 24	 Bruce Dettloff
..........
Aug 25	 Lisa Dobis
..........
Aug 25	 Melanie Woods..........

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1.INT: Healing and Improved 
Health of Joe Nowak 

(Peter and Inge Roncoli) 
2. Birthday Remembrance for 

my dear sister ✟Susan 
Pitricelli 

(Donna Maloney)
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Area News

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, August 4, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes  $6,121.02 ............
Loose Cash & Checks $119.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes $31.00 ...........
Assumption $20.00 ........................
E-Giving $274.47 ............................

6 

Weekly toward budget $6,565.49 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $1,265.49 .............

6 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings and Maintenance… $795.00 
Poor Box $8.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $61.00...................

Picnic TODAY 
The annual Parish Family Picnic is 
TODAY, Sunday, August 18th from 1-4 
pm at the Parish Center. Please plan to 
join us for food, fellowship and fun. 
Bring a dish to pass, place setting and 
cheerful spirit. 

Religious Education News 
Grades 1-8 will begin religious education 
classes on Sunday, September 15th. 
Classes begin at 9:30 am and meet in the 
Fr. Fisher Hall on the 1st; 3rd; and 4th 
Sundays of the month. Second Sundays 
will be reserved for whole group lessons 
and service projects, meeting in the 
c h u r c h o r P a r i s h C e n t e r. F i r s t 
Communion and First Reconciliation will 
be a part of the 1st/2nd grade class 
sessions and candidates must attend 
weekly. If you still need a registration 
packet, they are in the church vestibule. 
We look forward to working with 
families as we try this format for a year. 
If you have any questions please email 
stmarymanchester.dre@gmail.com.  

Scammer Now Calling 
There is an imposter using the number 
517-709-4004, calling parishioners 
pretending to be Fr. Bosco. Please be 
vigilant and pay attention to the phone 
number. If it isn’t a number you 
recognize, do not answer. If a call is 
important, they will leave a message. 

New Parish Bible Study 
This year, our monthly Bible study will 
be a survey of the whole Bible, using a 
series from Scott Hahn's St. Paul Center 
for Biblical Theology called “From 
Genesis to Jesus.” Join us to learn the 
basic Catholic principles for reading 
Scripture and to survey the broad 
outlines of the books of the Bible and 
their place in the story of salvation. The 

study consists of twelve lessons. A small 
fee will be charged for participant 
materials, so registration will be required 
so we can order them from the publisher. 
If you've never attended a Bible study, 
this one's for you! As we have in the past, 
the lessons will come on the third 
Monday of the month, beginning in 
September. More information about 
registration and fees to follow. 

Cleaning Crew Needs You 
Please consider volunteering to help 
clean the church, the commitment is one 
time per month. Contact Stephanie at 
734-368-8585 or sbeuerle@hotmail.com. 
You will be trained and paired with 
another volunteer. 

Help Restore Hope 
The Diocese of Lansing Catholic 
Women’s Conference will be held on 
Saturday, October 12th. Watch for 
more information soon to help navigate 
yourself on the journey to this event. 
Visit LansingDiocesecwc.org for more 
information. Sponsorships are available, 
contact Becky Loveland for more info 
313-330-5617. 

Masses and Memorials 
If you would like to sponsor the 
Sanctuary Lamps, Altar Flowers or 
request a Mass for an intention or 
memorial, openings are available. Call 
the Parish Office at 734-428-8811. 

Adorn your Yard 
Consider adding a simple white cross to 
your landscaping in order to give glory to 
God and witness to the resurrection. The 
Knights of Columbus made it easy by 
constructing simple white crosses just the 
right size. You can purchase one for $5 at 
The Flower Garden.

Parish News

2019 DSA goal:$28,001  
To date our pledges total 

$25,070 or 89.53% 

Altar Flowers 
For the week of August 18th 

In Remembrance of ♱Gerald 
Damian and our 44th 
Wedding Anniversary  

sponsored by  
Claudia Damian
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