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The question, “Lord, are there just a few who are 
being saved?” understands that He's been talking about 
salvation,  which is synonymous with entering the 
kingdom. Saved from what? It’s eternity that we're 
talking about here. It means being saved from God's 
wrath. His question is, are just a few really being rescued 
from divine judgment, rescued from eternal damnation?


When someone posed this question, Jesus was in 
the last year of His ministry; only a few months before 
His death.  As He goes, He performs miracles.  He 
overpowers demons.  He overpowers disease and 
sometimes He overpowers death;  He draws massive 
crowds. He is still the most fascinating person ever to be 
seen or heard. But the true believers are very few. In fact, 
the national leadership rejected Him. Part of that crowd 
is indifferent to the message. All of those 
initial,  Messianic, exhilarating expectations that the 
followers of Jesus had, that He was going to sweep in 
and establish the kingdom and all the nation would fall at 
His feet, was changing.  The idea that He would 
overpower the Romans and establish the  kingdom 
promised to David was fading.


Now they are getting the idea why He came.  He 
came to save and that's why the question was asked in 
verse 23,  "Lord, are there just a few who are being 
saved?" They realized that His ministry was about 
salvation.  That's what He was preaching. Look how 

Jesus answered. He said, "Strive to enter by the narrow 
door."  It's irrelevant what the number is. He asked a 
qualitative question; He answered on the quality of life. 
Strive means to fight, to compete or to battle. If you 
want to be saved,  then the war is on. He said, "for 
many,  I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be 
able." Because They will not fight to defeat their own 
pride, self-righteousness, love of sin, their own will, their 
own desire to control their lives. We don't often hear or 
see a good witness from priests, including myself, 
preaching or striving to receive salvation, battling to be 
saved.


This is an invitation that is intended to make the 
sinner panic. There are a few words in this passage that 
need explanation. First: The Lord's invitation calls for 
spiritual exertion. It's a narrow door. The door is 
metaphorical, there is no physical door for His kingdom 
it says  you have to give up everything. The Bible 
says  deny yourself,   be willing to give up all your 
possessions, be willing to come broken, penitent and 
contrite. Most people find it much easier to go through 
the broad door.  You can carry all your junk through 
there. You can take your sin, your selfishness, you don't 
have to worry about confessing your sin. But that broad 
road leads to destruction.  It is an invitation to abandon 
ourselves completely to God and His sovereign grace 
and purpose. Salvation comes to 
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The Parish Picnic was held at the Parish Center on Sunday, August 18th. Many came to enjoy food and fellowship. Thank 
you to Mark Ball for organizing this event.



Please Pray for: 
Matt Beals 

Duane Beuerle 
Country of Burkina-

Faso (ongoing 
terrorism) 

Leroy Cummings 
Dana 

Maxine Delaschmit 
Walt Faubion 

Ray Gavin 
Mike Gibbons 
Tom Kladzyk 
Wilma Lentz 

Babette Medlock 
Thomas Strong 
Bruce Sommers 

Eddie and Judy Walz 
Sharon Warren 

Repose of the Soul 
of: 

✟Tony Bell 
✟Sue DuRussel 
✟Pierre Guiré 

✟Kondombo Gadrim

those who lose the battle; who give up their sinfulness, 
who pound their breasts and say, “God be merciful to 
me a sinner.” So the Lord's invitation begins with a 
command to fight for salvation. A superficial approach 
to Christianity will not gain us salvation.


We could call His second talking point temporal 
desperation. Once the door is shut, you are standing 
outside and begin knocking on the door saying, “Lord, 
open the door for us.” This is the idea that there's a 
sense  of desperation here we're talking about or 
urgency because we have limited time. Go back to 
chapter 12: 20, the rich fool was going to tear down 
his barns and build bigger barns to store all his grain 
and goods - very selfish. And he said to himself, “Soul 
you have many goods laid up for many years to come 
eat, drink, and be merry.” God said, "You fool, this very 
night your  soul is required of you and now who will 
inherit what you have prepared." That explains the 
limitation of time. And Paul in 2 Corinthians 6:2-3 says 
it as clearly as it can be said, "Behold now is the hour 
of salvation." Tomorrow, you don't know. Our Lord's 
invitation then demands exertion,  the battle of the 
soul, and a sense of desperation because time is very 
limited.


There's a third element to His invitation. Let's call it 
union or relation. Verse 25 says, When they cry 
“Lord, open the door to us?” He will answer, "I do not 
know where you're from.” It's exactly what the 
bridegroom said in the parable of the virgins. In short 
He is saying, “If you are not united to Me in My 
death,  burial and resurrection I don't know where 
you're from. You're not from My kingdom. You're not 
part of My family. Depart from Me all you evildoers. I 
don't have any relation with you.”  This is the most 
pathetic response imaginable: that departure is eternal. 
This is the final sentence.


Dear brothers and sisters, He calls for 
exertion, desperation, and union; and finally, the word 
“perception,” eternal perception. Verse 28 then says, 
"There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” And our 
Lord says you have to have an eternal perspective. 
Salvation is nothing about personal success, personal 
purpose or ambition; nothing about health;  nothing 
about wealth; nothing about prosperity; it is about your 
eternity. The Gospel is not about this life. It's about 
eternity. And the language again is vivid and figurative. It 
says, those who are shut out are going to be 
experiencing weeping and gnashing of teeth. This is the 
grinding of remorse. Hell is about remorse.  It's about 
agonizing regret. And so Jesus says, you need to come 
into the kingdom by winning the war over yourself. You 
need to come into the kingdom soon, urgently, because 
you don't know how much time you have. You need to 
come into a true union with Jesus Christ by faith and 
good works. And you need to have a view of eternity 
and understand  that this salvation is about your 
forever; so the tone of this entire invitation is really a very 
serious warning. ❖

SAT., AUG 24 St. Bartholomew
Rv 21:9b-14/Jn 1:45-51 (629) 
Pss Prop 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Terézia Shaw 

[Gerald and Mary Shaw]
SUN., AUG 25 TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Is 66:18-21/Heb 12:5-7, 11-13/
Lk 13:22-30 (123) Pss I

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Frank and ♰Florence Tomko 

[Their Daughter, Linda McGee] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People

MON., AUG 26 Weekday
1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10/Mt 
23:13-22 (425) 

No Mass Today in Manchester 
7:00 pm Evangelization Team Meeting-  FFH

TUES., AUG 27 St. Monica

1 Thes 2:1-8/Mt 23:23-26 (426) 8:30 am Mass: ♰Susan Marie DuRussel 
[St. Mary’s Altar Society]

WED., AUG 28 St. Augustine

1 Thes 2:9-13/Mt 23:27-32 
(427) 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Rita Townsend 
[Judith Fullerton]

THURS., AUG 29 The Passion of St. John the Baptist
1 Thes 3:7-13 (428)/Mk 
6:17-29 (634) Pss Prop 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Dorothy VanBeylen 
[Bill and Sandi Kwolek]

FRI., AUG 30 Weekday
1 Thes 4:1-8/Mt 25:1-13 (429) 8:30 am Mass: ♰Russell Aiuto 

[Marvin and Edna Keezer]
SAT., AUG 31 Weekday/BVM

1 Thes 4:9-11/Mt 25:14-30 
(430) 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰William Boyd, 4th Anniversary 

[The Boyd Family]

SUN., SEPT 1 TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME

Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Heb 
12:18-19, 22-24a/Lk 14:1, 7-14 
(126) Pss II 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Alexander Roberts 

[Scott and Sylvie Strong]

Fr. Bosco’s article continued from page 1

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: Right to Life 
MI Hotline 800-57WOMAN or visit 
www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays and 
Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emmanuel 
Church Kitchen.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate support 
group for the families and friends of 
‘Courage’ clients. Call 517-342-2596

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line:517-993-0291 
or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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Aquinas College invites high 
school students interested in 
getting the inside scoop on 
a c a d e m i c s , a t h l e t i c s , 
scholarships, service learning, 
study abroad and more! Our next 
AQDay is Friday, August 30th 
from 8:45 am-12:30 pm. Details/
reg is t ra t ion can be found 
at aquinas.edu/aqday. 

Parish Family 
Birthdays 

Aug 24	 Bruce Dettloff
..........
Aug 25	 Lisa Dobis
..........
Aug 25	 Melanie Woods 
..........
Aug 26	 Maureen Doyle 
..........
Aug 27	 Mark Nashif
..........
Aug 30	 Lincoln Brothers ..........
Aug 30	 Frank Remski
..........
Aug 30	 Kathleen Sangster..........

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. The Repose of the soul of 
✟Sue DuRussel 

(Knights of Columbus 
Council #4354) 

2. The Repose of the soul of 
✟Anthony Bell 

(Jim and Marja Warner)
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Area News

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, August 11, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes  $4,846.00 ............
Loose Cash & Checks $182.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes $20.00 ...........
Assumption $30.00 ........................
Utilities/Fuel $20.00 .....................
E-Giving $210.94 ............................

6 

Weekly toward budget $5,308.94 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $8.94 .............

6 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings and Maintenance… $280.00 
Peter’s Pence $500.00 .....................
Worldwide Evang. $20.00 .............
Catholic Relief Services $20.00 ....
American Evang. $1.00 ...............
Poor Box $78.00 ...........................
Votive Candles $45.00...................

Parish Council Update 
Parish Council meetings will resume on 
Wednesday, September 4th at 7:00 pm 
in Fr. Fisher Hall. There are some 
openings on the council. If you are 
interested in joining, or if you have 
anything to add to the agenda, please 
contact Fr. Bosco by September 1st.  

Religious Education News 
Grades 1-8 will begin religious 
e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s o n S u n d a y, 
September 15th. Classes begin at 9:30 
am and meet in the Fr. Fisher Hall on the 
1st, 3rd, and 4th Sundays of the month. 
Second Sundays will be reserved for 
whole group lessons and service 
projects, meeting in the church or Parish 
Center. First Communion and First 
Reconciliation will be a part of the 1st/
2nd grade class sessions and candidates 
must attend weekly. If you still need a 
registration packet, they are in the 
church vestibule. We look forward to 
working with families as we try this 
format for a year. If you have any 
q u e s t i o n s p l e a s e e m a i l 
stmarymanchester.dre@gmail.com.  

Rummage Sale 
The rummage sale committee would like 
to express its thanks to everyone for their 
donations, purchases, and tremendous 
helping hands for this annual fundraiser. 
Everyone's contributions made a huge 
difference. This year we raised 
$4440.11. Many, many thanks to Linda 
McGee for chairing this event! 

Attention Seniors 
Amazing Greys will resume meetings on 
Monday, September 9th following the 
12:10 pm Mass. Please join us in the Fr. 
Fisher Hall for a potluck lunch. The 
Annual Senior Parishioners Recognition 
Event hosted by the Washtenaw Catholic 
Council on Aging is scheduled for 
Friday, September 13th at St. Mary in 

Chelsea. Mass is at 11:00 am and lunch 
will follow in the parish hall. Please 
contact Kasey if you have any questions 
734-712-8720. 

Cleaning Crew Needs You 
Please consider volunteering to help 
clean the church, the commitment is one 
time per month. Contact Stephanie at 
734-368-8585 or sbeuerle@hotmail.com. 
You will be trained and paired with 
another volunteer. 

New Parish Bible Study 
This year, our monthly Bible study will 
be a survey of the whole Bible, using a 
series from Scott Hahn's St. Paul Center 
for Biblical Theology called “From 
Genesis to Jesus.” Twelve lessons will 
cover the basic Catholic principles for 
reading Scripture and to survey the 
broad outlines of the books of the Bible 
and their place in the story of salvation. 
A small fee will be charged for 
participant materials, so registration will 
be required so we can order them from 
the publisher. If you've never attended a 
Bible study, this one's for you! Bible 
study will be on the third Monday of the 
month beginning in September. 

Help Restore Hope 
The Diocese of Lansing Catholic 
Women’s Conference will be held on 
Saturday, October 12th. Watch for 
more information soon to help navigate 
yourself on the journey to this event. 
Visit LansingDiocesecwc.org for more 
information. Sponsorships are available, 
contact Becky Loveland for more info 
313-330-5617. 

Masses and Memorials 
If you would like to sponsor the 
Sanctuary Lamps, Altar Flowers or 
request a Mass for an intention or 
memorial, openings are available. Call 
the Parish Office at 734-428-8811. 

Parish News

Altar Flowers 
For the week of August 25th 

In Honor of  my sister ♱Klara 
and my friend on the 

Anniversaries of their deaths  
sponsored by  

Pete and Inge Roncoli

KofC School Supplies Drive
Dry erase markers
Washable markers
Clorox type wipes 
Baby wipes
Glue sticks

Kleenex
Crayons
2-pocket folders
Lined paper
Pencils

***Also, things for needy students like: backpacks, 
pencil boxes/bags, lunch boxes, gift cards to buy 
clothes, etc. Please place your donations in the blue 
bin in the entry way of the church no later than 
Sunday, September 1st.
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