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Suppose you’ve been invited to a banquet, such as a 
wedding reception or an awards dinner. You come into 
the hall and claim a spot for yourself and your family front 
and center nearest the main table. As other guests come 
in, someone asks you to move, since your table was 
reserved for someone else. Other tables nearby have 
already been claimed, so you have to find an empty one 
at the back of the hall. 
You tell yourself, if you 
had taken a spot 
farther back to start 
with, you could have 
a v o i d e d t h i s 
embarrassment.


In today’s Gospel, 
Jesus has been invited 
to the home of a 
prominent Pharisee for 
a Sabbath dinner. 
Dinners such as this 
were times for getting 
family and friends 
together for food and 
conversation. The host 
would decide who were the most prominent guests, to be 
placed on either side of himself at the main table; 
everybody else could choose his place at side tables, and 
if the host was someone important there would be a 
scramble for places as close as possible to the main 
table. The ‘lowest’ place would be at the ends of the side 
tables farthest from the host. As a rabbi, Jesus probably 
would not have been seated at the head table, more likely 
in a middle position at one of the sides. The host would 
want him to say something to everyone, and such a 
position would make it easy for Jesus to face both the 
host and the other guests.


One irony here is that while Jesus was being carefully 
observed by the Pharisee’s guests, He was observing 
them. The self-effacement He recommends appears at 
first to be self-serving: you humble yourself in hopes of 
getting noticed. If you take the high seat, you might get 
bumped out; but if you take the low seat to start with, the 
host might move you up, and everyone else would get to 

see how important you are. The moral: Either you humble 
yourself or you get humiliated.


Note that Jesus speaks of humbling oneself in terms 
of doing something; he says nothing about feeling 
humble. Commenting on this Gospel passage from Luke, 
Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa, former preacher to the papal 
household, says that “humility does not seem to be a 

question of feelings - of 
feel ing bad about 
ourselves - but rather a 
question of concrete 
action. It is not a matter 
of words but of actual 
deeds.” Obviously, real 
self-effacement - real 
humility - has no selfish 
motivation; it doesn’t 
manipulate the situation 
t o g e t s o m e 
satisfaction. Humbling 
ourselves by taking the 
l o w e s t p l a c e i s 
someth ing we do 
without thinking about 

what we get out of it; “it is self-abasement without self-
interest or calculation.”


That’s maddeningly hard to do. When it comes to 
humbling ourselves, few of us ever have pure motives. 
We’re usually not aware that we’re sitting on our high 
horse until someone or some circumstance tells us to get 
off of it. To quote Fr. Cantalamessa again:


“When it is we who descend, we lower ourselves 
only from a false or pseudo-height, a height to which we 
were unlawfully elevated by pride, vanity, anger, and so 
forth. Thus, humility is always a ‘negative’ virtue because 
it condemns the base instinct in us to elevate ourselves 
above our neighbors. 

“In this sense it is correct to say that humility is truth. 
Humility reestablishes the truth about ourselves; it 
acknowledges that our place is not over others but 
under them.” 
Or, to return to Jesus’ parable to the guests, our place 

is not at the head of the table but at the 
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foot. Especially when it comes to where we stand 
before God, we have no right to claim any sort of 
preference. We’re humble when we admit - and take - 
our rightful place. Regardless of our social standing, 
we’re all equally sinful, and our position should be that 
of the tax collector in another of Jesus’ parables, at the 
b a c k o f t h e 
Temple pleading, 
“ G o d , h a v e 
mercy on me, a 
sinner.” True, all 
of us are invited 
to the heavenly 
banquet in the 
kingdom of God. 
But to occupy a high place at that banquet, it is up to 
God to put us there.


Fr. Cantalamessa makes the intriguing point that 
humility is “the twin sister of charity. … When the 
apostle says that charity is not ‘boastful or arrogant or 
rude,’ he means that charity is humble, and humility is 
charitable.” In effect, Jesus makes the same point when 
he admonishes the host not to hold banquets for people 
who can return the favor, for then he has his reward. 
Rather, he should invite people who can’t repay him: the 
poor, the crippled, the blind, the lame. Humility holds 
itself out in service-love to others without expecting 
notice or payback.


Humility is a crucial virtue - Scripture says that God 
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble (Jas. 
4:6). But it can be tricky, a delicate balance between 
overweening self-love (or pride) and inordinate self-
hatred (an inverse sort of pride). Both focus on the self, 
not on the other or what is to be done. How to strike the 
right balance? The advice of the saints is to pray for the 
grace to act humbly, then take the lowest place as 
unobtrusively as possible.


And don’t think twice about it. ❖

SAT., AUG 31 Weekday/BVM
1 Thes 4:9-11/Mt 25:14-30 
(430) 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰William Boyd, 4th Anniversary 

[The Boyd Family]

SUN., SEPT 1 TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME

Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Heb 
12:18-19, 22-24a/Lk 14:1, 7-14 
(126) Pss II 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Alexander Roberts 

[Scott and Sylvie Strong]
MON., SEPT 2 Weekday

1 Thes 4:13-18/Lk 4:16-30 (431) No Mass Today in Manchester

TUES., SEPT 3 St. Gregory the Great

1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11/Lk 4:31-37 
(432) 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Merle Cummings 
[Betty Cummings]

WED., SEPT 4 Weekday
Col 1:1-8/Lk 4:38-44 (433) 8:30 am Mass: ♰ Pierre Guiré 

[Sylvie and Scot Strong] 
4:00 pm Staff Meeting - FFH 
7:00 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting - FFH

THURS., SEPT 5 Weekday/St. Teresa of Calcutta
Col 1:9-14/Lk 5:1-11 (434) 8:30 am Mass: ♰Bishop Kenneth J. Povish, 3rd 

Bishop of the Diocese of Lansing 
[St. Mary Parishioners]

FRI., SEPT 6 Weekday/First Friday
Col 1:15-20/Lk 5:33-39 (435) 8:30 am Mass: ♰Lorraine Kwolek 

[Bill and Sandi Kwolek] 
9:00 am-10:00 pm Exposition and Adoration  of 
the Blessed Sacrament following Mass 
8:00 pm Confessions on First Friday 
10:00 pm Benediction to close Adoration

SAT., SEPT 7 Weekday/First Saturday/BVM

Col 1:21-23/Lk 6:1-5 (436) 8:30 am First SaturdayMass: ♰Rita Townsend 
[Linda McGee] 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Russell Aiuto 

[Alice Kidd]

SUN., SEPT 8 TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME

Wis 9:13-18b/Phlm 9-10, 
12-17/Lk 14:25-33 (129) Pss III 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass:  ♰Wanda Antieau 

[Alice Kidd] 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People 
Coffee Hour following each Sunday Mass
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Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: Right to Life 
MI Hotline 800-57WOMAN or visit 
www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays and 
Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emmanuel 
Church Kitchen.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate support 
group for the families and friends of 
‘Courage’ clients. Call 517-342-2596

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line:517-993-0291 
or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org

Planning meetings for the Fall 2019 Ann Arbor 40 
Days for Life Campaign wil l be held on 
Wednesdays Sept. 11th and. 18th at 7 pm at Bob 
Evans, 2411 Carpenter Rd. Contact Sandie at 
PLAN2pray@gmail.com or 734-657-1936 or  
40daysforlife.com/annarbor 
St. Louis Center is Hiring Direct Care staff. Visit 
stlouiscenter.org for more details or to apply. 
You were Made for More featuring Christopher 
West at St. Patricks in Brighton September 25th at 
7:00 pm. Seating will be limited, so get your tickets 
soon by visiting https://bit.ly/2HoHkGI 
National Day of Remembrance for Unborn 
Children will be commemorated September 14th at 
the Holy Spirit Cemetery 9565 Musch Rd, Brighton 
at 10:00 am.  More times and locations can be found 
here:  abortionmemorials.com/sites.php 
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Amazing Greys 
meet each second Monday of 

the month after 12:10 pm Mass. 
Please join us for a 
potluck lunch on 

Monday, September 9th

http://40daysforlife.com/annarbor
http://stlouiscenter.org
https://bit.ly/2HoHkGI
http://40daysforlife.com/annarbor
http://stlouiscenter.org
https://bit.ly/2HoHkGI
mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


Banns of Marriage 
I. Tyler Arie Gouwens 

& 
Katherine Anne Remski 

September 20, 2019

Please Pray for: 
Matt Beals 

Duane Beuerle 
Country of Burkina-Faso 

(ongoing terrorism) 
Leroy Cummings 

Dana 
Maxine Delaschmit 

Walt Faubion 

Ray Gavin 
Mike Gibbons 
Tom Kladzyk 
Wilma Lentz 

Babette Medlock 
Paula Saft 

Thomas Strong 
Bruce Sommers 

Eddie and Judy Walz 
Sharon Warren 

Parish Family 
Birthdays 

Sept 2	 Priscilla Hale
...........
Sept 2	 James Ritz
...........
Sept 3	 Dominic Bargardi 
...........
Sept 4	 Timothy Miller 
...........
Sept 4	 Parker Rohwer
...........
Sept 8	 Megan Miller 
...........
Sept 8	 Frank M. Remski...........

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. The Repose of the soul of 
✟Sue DuRussel 

(Jim and Marja Warner)
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First Friday Adoration of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament 

September 6th 

9:00 am until 
 Benediction at 10:00 pm 
(Confessions heard 8-9 pm) 

First Saturday Mass  
at 8:30 am

x

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, August 18, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes  $3,981.00 ............
Loose Cash & Checks $162.50 .......
Welcome Envelopes $50.00 ...........
Assumption $77.00 ........................
Assumption 8-15 $844.00 ................
E-Giving $311.24 ............................

6 

Weekly toward budget $5,425.74 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $125.74 .............

6 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings and Maintenance… $65.00 
Peter’s Pence $50.00 .....................
Poor Box $35.14 ...........................
Votive Candles $27.00...................

Coffee Hour 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8TH  

SPONSORED BY YOUTH GROUP 

Parish Council Update 
Parish Council meetings will resume on 
Wednesday, September 4th at 7:00 pm 
in Fr. Fisher Hall. There are some 
openings on the council. If you are 
interested in joining, or if you have 
anything to add to the agenda, please 
contact Fr. Bosco by September 1st.  

First Friday Devotions 
This Friday, September 6th is the First 
Friday of the month and your chance to 
spend t ime before the Blessed 
Sacrament exposed on the altar. 
Adoration begins after 8:30 am Mass 
until Benediction at 10:00 pm. 
Confessions will be heard beginning at 
8:00 pm.Please come spend some time 
with the Lord! 

Religious Education News 
Grades 1-8 will begin religious 
e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s o n S u n d a y, 
September 15th. Classes begin at 9:30 
am and meet in the Fr. Fisher Hall on 
the 1st, 3rd, and 4th Sundays of the 
month. Second Sundays will be 
reserved for whole group lessons and 
service projects, meeting in the church 
or Parish Center. First Communion and 
First Reconciliation will be a part of the 
1st/2nd grade class sessions and 
candidates must attend weekly. If you 
still need a registration packet, they are 
in the church vestibule. We look 
forward to working with families as we 
try this format for a year. If you have 
a n y q u e s t i o n s p l e a s e e m a i l 
stmarymanchester.dre@gmail.com.  

New Parish Bible Study 
Ever wondered what God's plan of 
salvation is? Do you think He has a 
plan? What's the "plot" behind Old 
Testament history? To find out, register 
for the “Genesis to Jesus” Bible study, 
starting this Fall on the third Monday of 

each month, at 7:15 in the Fr. Fisher 
Hall. Registration is necessary so we 
know how many workbooks to order; 
there will be a discounted fee of $15 for 
their purchase. To register, contact the 
parish office. This is a great opportunity 
to get a complete overview of the Old 
Testament and how it points to the New. 
There will be sign-up sheets in the 
vestibule starting this weekend.  

Attention Seniors 
Amazing Greys will resume meetings 
on Monday, September 9th following 
the 12:10 pm Mass. Please join us in the 
Fr. Fisher Hall for a potluck lunch.  
Annual Senior Recognition 

The Annual Senior Parishioners 
Recognition Event hosted by the 
Washtenaw Catholic Council on Aging 
is scheduled for Friday, September 
13th at St. Mary in Chelsea. Mass is at 
11:00 am and lunch will follow in the 
parish hall. Please contact the parish 
office at 734-428-8811 to RSVP. 

Surveillance Expertise 
Sought 

Fr. Bosco would like anyone with 
expertise in installing security cameras 
to contact him about setting up a 
new surveillance system at our Parish 
Center in the near future.  Please call 
the Parish Office  at 734-428-8811 
if you can offer any help or advice with 
this important project. 

Help Restore Hope 
The Diocese of Lansing Catholic 
Women’s Conference will be held on 
Saturday, October 12th. Watch for 
more information soon to help navigate 
yourself on the journey to this event. 
Visit LansingDiocesecwc.org for more 
information. Sponsorships are available, 
contact Becky Loveland for more info 
313-330-5617. 

Parish News

http://cwc.org
http://cwc.org

