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Luke 19:1-9 is the story of Zacchaeus. The story 
concludes in verse 9 and the message of the story is 
given in verse 10, “For the Son of Man has come to seek 
and to save that which was lost.” That God came in 
human form to seek and save sinners is the heart of the 
Christian message. It sums up the whole purpose for the 
incarnation. That’s basic to the Christian faith.


You remember 
that prior to the Fall, 
God walked and 
talked with man in 
the cool of the day 
and immediately 
a f t e r t h e i r s i n 
in  Genesis 3:8-9. It 
says that God came 
into the garden to 
talk with man, and 
man and woman 
were hidden, and 
God said, “Where 
are you?” And from 
that point on God 
w i l l a lways be 
seeking lost men 
and women. In one 
o f t h e m o s t 
b e a u t i f u l O l d 
Testament texts, the 
prophet Ezekiel, 
quoting God in 
34:16, says, “I will 
seek the lost, bring 
back the scattered, 
bind up the broken 
and strengthen the 
sick.” Jesus said, “If 
you have seen Me, you have seen the Father.” Not in 
physical essence but in character, in nature, in essential 
being, in attributes. And if God is a God who seeks lost 
men and women, then Christ is a Savior who seeks lost 
men and women, for Christ reveals God. Christ is God.


In fact in  the incarnation story in Matthew 1:21, the 
angel told Mary, “You shall call His name Jesus for He 
shall, ‘save His people from their sins.’” His very name is 
the name of a Savior. He came to save. He came to call 
sinners to repentance. That’s the heart of the Gospel.


Now we know from today’s Gospel Luke, more than 
any other Bible writer, is emphasizing that Jesus came to 

save the lost. It 
is at the heart 
of everything 
Luke has in 
mind in his 
Gospel. It is 
s i m p l y 
understood by 
noting in Luke 
15:1-2, “Now 
a l l t h e t a x 
collectors and 
sinners were 
coming near to 
Him to listen to 
Him.” That is a 
t y p i c a l 
reaction, and 
b o t h t h e 
Pharisees and 
the scr ibes 
b e g a n t o 
g r u m b l e 
saying, “This 
man receives 
sinners and 
e a t s w i t h 
them.”  They 
had no heart 
for the outcast, 

no heart for the sinner, no heart for the lost at all. They are 
in stark contrast to the character of Christ, stark contrast 
to the heart of God. But people who had bad reputations, 
criminal elements, robbers, murderers and prostitutes 
came to listen to Him. 


As they came, He received them, 
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The Knights of Columbus, Fr. Edwin A. Fisher Council #4354, recently operated a school 
supplies donation program for Manchester Community Schools at St. Mary’s. This year, 
all donations went to Klager Elementary School. Pictured with the donations are 
principal/superintendent, Nick Steinmetz, and Mark Ball, who organized the program 
through our local K of C council. 
In just four weekends, St. Mary’s parishioners donated many much-needed supplies to 
assist young students most in need of the necessities for an elementary school education. 
Donated were the obvious things like pencils, paper, crayons, markers and tissues. But, 
some other great ideas like sanitary wipes, pencil cases, folders and backpacks were 
collected as well. Those items don’t tell the whole story, though, as countless other 
thoughtful supplies were generously given so that less fortunate students have access to 
items that others take for granted. 
Thank you to St. Mary Catholic Church and especially to the Knights of Columbus for 
spearheading this program.



He embraced them, He loved them, He forgave them, 
He gave them eternal life, and this outraged the religious 
leaders. Now this is the audience. And He teaches them 
three parables: the story of heaven's reaction when the 
lost are found. These are simple, straightforward, earthy 
stories that everybody identifies with. The first story is 
the story about a lost sheep. The second story is about 
a lost coin. And the third story is about a lost son. When 
the father reenters the mind of this lost son,  the story 
moves   from a shameless request and a shameless 
rebellion to a shameful repentance. His repentance 
begins with an honest assessment of his condition of 
destitution,  helplessness, no resources to live, and 
impending death. He’s ready to go back to his father 
that he knows to be merciful , generous, 
compassionate, and kind even to his workers. This son 
is broken. He’s alone. He’s sad. He’s penitent. He has 
nowhere to go. Now he believes in his father’s love and 
care. What a beautiful picture of our heavenly Father.


Dear friends, all three parables follow the same 
pattern: lost, sought, found, restored, and celebrated. 
The parables only have one basic point, the joy of the 
shepherd who sought and found the lost sheep, the joy 
of the woman when she found the lost coin and the joy 
of the father when the lost son returned. All three 
parables tell that they call their friends in order that you 
and I might understand the tremendous breadth of joy 
and depth of emotion they are feeling. They can’t 
celebrate alone. It’s too thrilling. It’s too wonderful. It’s 
not something they can quietly say in their hearts. They 
call together a large group of people for a great 
celebration because their joy is so profound. Then 
Jesus gives the application of the parable for us, “I tell 
you that in the same way, there will be joy in heaven 
over one sinner who repents.” In other words, there is 
joy in heaven over one sinner who repents to the extent 
that God calls for a celebration.


Dear brothers and sisters what a tremendous truth 
is exposed in these 3 parables. The emphasis again is 
on the seeking heart of God who seeks until He finds 
the one that is lost and then whose rejoicing cannot 
even be contained until it is spread throughout the 
angels of heaven. What a tremendous thought. God is 
not like Pharisees and scribes. He doesn’t grumble 
about sinners. Our Lord 
doesn’t despise sinners. 
He loves sinners. He 
doesn’t seek to keep them 
away, He seeks to bring 
them in. The joy of God is 
shared by all who are in His 
presence, all who know His 
heart and rejoice with Him. 
It’s the joy of God over the 
salvation of a soul. ❖

Banns of Marriage 
III. Tyler Arie Gouwens 

& 
Katherine Anne Remski 

September 20, 2019

SAT., SEPT 14 Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Nm 21:4b-9/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 
3:13-17 (638) Pss Prop

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Charles VanBeylen 

[Bill and Sandi Kwolek] 
7:30 pm Praise and Worship Night - Church

SUN., SEPT 15 TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME

Ex 32:7-11, 13-14/1 Tm 
1:12-17/Lk 15:1-32 or 15:1-10 
(132) Pss IV

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People   
9:30-10:30 am Religious Education - FFH 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Joseph and ♰Helen Germek 

[Kathy and Martin Brogley]
MON., SEPT 16 Sts. Cornelius and Cyprian

1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 7:1-10 (443) 12:10 pm Mass: ♰ Holy Souls in Purgatory 
[Claudia Damian] 

1:00 pm Genesis to Jesus Bible Study - FFH 
7:15 pm Genesis to Jesus Bible Study - FFH

TUES., SEPT 17 Weekday/St. Robert Bellarmine

1 Tm 3:1-13/Lk 7:11-17 (444) 8:30 am Mass: ♰Russell and ♰Bernita Aiuto 
[John and Tina Doyle and Family]

WED., SEPT 18 Weekday

1 Tm 3:14-16/Lk 7:31-35 (445) 8:30 am Mass: ♰J.Kevin and ♰Diane Doyle 
[John and Tina Doyle and Family]

THURS., SEPT 19 Weekday/St. Januarius
1 Tm 4:12-16/Lk 7:36-50 (446) 8:30 am Mass: ♰Russell Aiuto 

[Marvin and Edna Keezer]

FRI., SEPT 20 Sts. Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Paul Chong Ha-
sang and Companions

1 Tm 6:2c-12/Lk 8:1-3 (447) 8:30 am Mass: ♰Russell Aiuto 
[Victor Coval] 

4:00 pm Remski/Gouwens Wedding
SAT., SEPT 21 St. Matthew

Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Mt 9:9-13 
(643) Pss Prop 

3:00 pm Youth Group CIA Mission Lock-In - PC 
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Rita Townsend 

[John and Beth Ball]
SUN., SEPT 22 TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Am 8:4-7/1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 
16:1-13 or 16:10-13 (135) Pss I 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Eileen Green 

[John and Tina Doyle and Family]  
9:30-10:30 am Religious Education - FFH 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People

Fr. Bosco’s article continued from page 1

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: Right to Life 
MI Hotline 800-57WOMAN or visit 
www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays and 
Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emmanuel 
Church Kitchen.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate support 
group for the families and friends of 
‘Courage’ clients. Call 517-342-2596

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line:517-993-0291 
or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org
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Please Pray for: 
Matt Beals 

Duane Beuerle 
Burkina-Faso (ongoing terrorism) 

Dana 
Maxine Delaschmit 

Walt Faubion 
Ray Gavin 

Mike Gibbons 
Tom Kladzyk 
Wilma Lentz 

Babette Medlock 
Patrick Muldoon 

Paula Saft 
Thomas Strong 
Bruce Sommers 

Eddie and Judy Walz 
Sharon Warren 

St. Louis Center is Hiring 
D i r e c t C a r e s t a f f . V i s i t 
stlouiscenter.org for more 
details or to apply. 
You were Made for More 
featuring Christopher West at 
S t . Pa t r i cks in Br igh ton 
September 25th at 7:00 pm. 
Seating will be limited, so get 
your tickets soon by visiting 
https://bit.ly/2HoHkGI 

Parish Family 
Birthdays 

Sept 14	 Sarah Cencer
.........
Sept 14	 Cecilia Niehaus
.........
Sept 14	 Melissa Yekulis
.........
Sept 17	 Danielle Dettling 
.........
Sept 17	 Barbara Fielder
.........
Sept 18	 Marlene Lentz
.........
Sept 20	 Judy Fahey
.........
Sept 21	 Shaun Bonkowski 
.........
Sept 21	 Patrick Flaherty .........
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Area News

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, September 1, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes  $4,723.00 ............
Loose Cash & Checks $91.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes $12.00 ...........
Children’s Envelopes $8.00 .........
Ascension $10.00 ..........................
E-Giving $320.07 ............................

6 

Weekly toward budget $5,164.07 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. BELOW goal $135.93 ............

6 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings and Maintenance… $475.00 
American Evangelization $20.00 ..
Peter’s Pence $10.00 .....................
Poor Box $8.59 ...........................
Votive Candles $6.00...................

Religious Education News 
Grades 1-8 will begin religious 
education classes today, Sunday, 
September 15th at 9:30 am in the Fr. 
Fisher Hall. If you still need a 
registration packet, they are in the 
church vestibule. We look forward to 
working with families as we try out a 
new format this year. If you have any 
q u e s t i o n s p l e a s e e m a i l 
stmarymanchester.dre@gmail.com.  

Parish Bible Study Begins 
“Genesis to Jesus” Bible study begins 
this Monday, September 16th. There 
will be two sessions: 1:00 pm and 7:15 
pm in the Fr. Fisher Hall. Registration is 
necessary so we know how many 
workbooks to order; there will be a 
discounted fee of $15 for their purchase. 
To regis ter, contact the par ish 
office. This is a great opportunity to get 
a complete overview of the Old 
Testament and how it points to the New. 
Sign-up sheets are in the vestibule.  

Join the CIA 
St. Mary’s Youth Group needs you to 
join the CIA, Christians in Action, on 
t h e i r u p c o m i n g M i s s i o n Tr i p 
September 21st-22nd starting at 
3:00pm. Any youth 7-12th grade in 
treated in joining CIA contact Monica 
Kominars at mmkominars @gmail.com 
or 517-240-4092. 

Pro-Life Petition 
The Knights of Columbus will be 
outside the church after Masses 
S e p t e m b e r 2 1 s t - 2 2 n d s e e k i n g 
signatures for the petition to ban 
dismemberment abortions in Michigan. 
The Governor has promised to 
veto any such bill that comes 
across her desk. A minimum of 
400,000 signatures is needed to 

override  a veto.   
Security Help Needed 

Fr. Bosco would like anyone with 
expertise in installing security cameras 
to contact him about setting up a new 
surveillance system at our Parish Center 
in the near future. Please call the Parish 
Office  at 734-428-8811 if you can offer 
any help or advice with this important 
project. 

Help Restore Hope 
The Diocese of Lansing Catholic 
Women’s Conference will be held on 
Saturday, October 12th. Visit https://
bit.ly/2lMYvtr for giveaways. Or visit 
LansingDiocesecwc.org for more 
information. Sponsorships are available, 
contact Becky Loveland for more info 
313-330-5617. 

Prepare Your Heart 
Join fellow parishioners on a bus trip to 
enjoy Glory of Christmas, A Christmas 
Extravaganza at Northridge Church 
Saturday, December 14th at 1:00pm. 
Tickets for the show are $22, cost for 
the bus will be determined by the 
amount of passengers. Please contact 
the Parish Office to sign-up. 

DSA Goal Met 
Thank you to everyone who made a 
contribution to these year’s Diocesan 
Services Appeal. We exceeded our goal! 
Thank you all for your generosity. 

Masses and Memorials 
If you would like to sponsor the 
Sanctuary Lamps, Altar Flowers or 
request a Mass for an intention or 
memorial, openings are available. Call 
the Parish Office at 734-428-8811. 

Parish News

Altar Flowers 
For the week of  September 15th 

In Memory of ♱Frank Tomko 
2nd Anniversary of Death 

sponsored by  
His Daughter, Linda McGee

Sherri Fischhaber from LPi, our bulletin printer, will be 
contacting current advertisers. Please consider purchasing an ad to 
promote your business. Your participation makes our bulletin 
successful, you attract customers and your support for the church is 
so appreciated!  Please call or email Sherri!

Sherri Fischhaber 
419-450-5475 | Sfischhaber@4LPi.com
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