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You know, a good 
storyteller makes things 
unforgettable  and our Lord 
is the best . I t i s an 
unforgettable story that 
Jesus told of the rich man 
and Lazarus. The rich man 
was thinking that he was 
going to Heaven, but ended 
up in Hell. It was equally 
shocking to him that the 
poor beggar, Lazarus, was in 
heaven. This was contrary to 
all expectations at the time 
of Jesus. Verse 19: "Now 
there was a certain rich 
man,  who hab i tua l l y 
dressed in purple and fine 
linen living in splendor every 
day. And a certain poor man 
named Lazarus laid at his gate, covered with sores and 
longing to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich 
man's table.”


In the view of the Pharisees and the religious leaders 
of Israel, the rich man was singularly blessed by 
God. He's the symbol of a God-blessed life in Israel. In 
this parable, Jesus was speaking to the Pharisees, the 
religious leaders of Israel. They had a convenient theology 
that accommodated their wealth and prosperity 
viewpoint. Pharisees believed in heaven,  hell  and 
judgment but none of them expected that they would end 
up in hell. This parable is a warning to these people by the 
most compassionate, loving, gracious and kind Lord 
Jesus Christ about the reality of where they might end up. 


The religious leaders said to Jesus, in Matthew 12:38: 
“Show us a sign to believe you.” He showed a sign. He 
raised Lazarus from the dead, the same name He gave to 
the poor man in this parable, and then He raised Himself 
from the dead. When Lazarus came out of the grave, the 
religious leaders said, "Tell the people it's a lie," and when 
Jesus came out of the grave,  they met together and 
said, "We have to fabricate something to tell the people 
this is a hoax." They didn't believe, though there was the 

sign of all signs, the 
very resurrection of 
Jesus Himself.

Now, as we unfold the 
story,  we're going to 
find out what it's like to 
be in hell and why this 
man went there. First of 
all, there are three 
features in the story:  
life, death, and life after 
death. You have a poor 
man and a rich man. 
E x t r e m e r i c h e s , 
e x t r e m e s e l f -
indulgence, a lavish 
lifestyle, ostentatious 
display - the rich 
man's got it all. In 
contrast, verse 20, "A 

certain poor man,"beggarly, worthless," with no future and 
with no recovery. The rich man has family,  friends, royal 
clothing, lavish lifestyle,  feasting, gladness, splendor, 
honor; he needs nothing.The poor man is 
alone,  despised, humiliated, shamed, in rags, 
crippled,  sores, repulsive, miserable, hungry; he needs 
everything. One has the best life.   One has the worst life 
imaginable.


The situation changes after death. The poor man then 
becomes rich; and the rich man becomes poor. You have 
a poor man on the outside of the house and you have a 
rich man on the inside. Then comes death, and you have 
a poor man on the inside and a rich man on the outside. 
You have a poor man with no food and a rich man with all 
the food he can possibly need; but then you have a poor 
man at the great heavenly banquet and a rich man with 
absolutely nothing. You have a poor man who suffers and 
a rich man who is satisfied; and then you have a rich man 
who suffers, and a poor man who's satisfied. In life you 
have a poor man who is humiliated, a rich man who's 
honored. Then after death you have a rich man who is 
humiliated, and a poor man who is honored. You have a 
poor man who wants a crumb,  a rich man who 
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feasts;  and then you have a poor man who's at a 
feast, and a rich man who wants a drop of water. You 
have a poor man who has no dignity in death, not even 
a burial. You have a rich man who has dignity in 
death. Then you have a poor man who has dignity after 
death  and a rich man who has no dignity after 
death, not even a name mentioned in this parable. 


The story is not about Lazarus’ experience in 
heaven. It's not about what it's like to be alongside 
Abraham at the heavenly banquet because it's not 
about him.  This is about experience in hell and how 
people get there unintentionally. This is the testimony of 
a man from hell, a warning from hell by an occupant and 
his message is,  "Please tell my brothers something 
that'll keep them from coming here." It is a story that is 
imaginary.  It is a story that Jesus Himself invented as 
He did so many stories to make a spiritual point. There's 
nothing in the Bible that indicates that people in hell are 
watching the activities of heaven. And there also is 
nothing in the Bible to say that when somebody 
dies, the angels carry them to heaven.


Dear brothers and sisters, the rich man ended up in 
hell because he is wicked;  because he's so self-
indulgent. He has no love for,  no sympathy for, no 
interest in, no compassion toward this suffering man. He 
is asking Abraham, "Send Lazarus with water to cool 
my tongue, if not send to my home to warn my brothers 
about this place.” He still saw Lazarus as somebody 
that was so low that, if anybody was going to leave 
heaven to come to hell, it should be Lazarus. There's no 
humility in hell. There's no brokenness in hell. Abraham 
said, “You did not provide for Lazarus, and he cannot 
provide you the relief that you are looking for.” The 
question is, “How religious are you if you do not love 
your neighbor as yourself?”  It is a beautiful story that 
Jesus told the Pharisees, the religious leaders of Israel, 
and to us, with one intention: to warn them and us not 
to go to hell. Hell is denied by many and preached by 
few because it makes people uncomfortable. Hell has 
been reduced to a swear word, used by unbelievers not 
believers. But the Lord tells us that it is real.  ❖

SAT., SEPT 28 Weekday/Sts. Wenceslaus, Lawrence Ruiz and 
Companions

Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a/Lk 
9:43b-45 (454)

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰JoAnn Fletcher 

[Pete and Inge Roncoli]
SUN., SEPT 29 TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Am 6:1a,4-7/1 Tm 6:11-16/Lk 
16:19-31 (138) Pss II 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Michael Scully 

[Marjorie Scully and Family]  
9:30-10:30 am Religious Education - FFH 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People

MON., SEPT 30 St. Jerome
Zec 8:1-8/Lk 9:46-50 (455) 8:00 am Mass: ♰ Susan DuRussell 

[Janet and Bill Shurtliff]
TUES., OCT 1 St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus
Zec 8:20-23/Lk 9:51-56 (456) No MassToday in Manchester - Emmaus 

Priests’ Convocation
WED., OCT 2 The Holy Guardian Angels

Neh 2:1-8 (457)/Mt 18:1-5, 10 
(650) Pss Prop 

No Mass Today in Manchester - Emmaus 
Priests’ Convocation 
7:00 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting - FFH

THURS., OCT 3 Weekday
Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12/Lk 
10:1-12 (458) 

No MassToday in Manchester - Emmaus 
Priests’ Convocation

FRI., OCT 4 St. Francis of Assisi/First Friday

Bar 1:15-22/Lk 10:13-16 (459) 8:30 am Mass: ♰Rita Townsend  
[Dan and Deb Burch] 

Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
8:00 pm Confession  
10:00 pm Benediction to close Adoration

SAT., OCT 5 Weekday/Blessed Xavier Seelos/BVM/First 
Saturday

Bar 4:5-12, 27-29/Lk 10:17-24 
(460) 

8:30 am First Saturday Mass: ♰Rita Townsend  
[Barb Doster] 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Harriet VanRiper 

[Alice Kidd]

SUN., OCT 6 TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME

Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4/2 Tm 1:6-8, 
13-14/Lk 17:5-10 (141) Pss III 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: INT: Jim Achtenberg on his birthday 

[His Family]  
9:30-10:30 am Religious Education - FFH 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People 
12:00 pm Pet Blessing - Church Steps
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Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: Right to Life 
MI Hotline 800-57WOMAN or visit 
www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays and 
Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emmanuel 
Church Kitchen.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate support 
group for the families and friends of 
‘Courage’ clients. Call 517-342-2596

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line:517-993-0291 
or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org

Life Chain Be a public witness for the unborn 
Sunday, October 6th 2:30-3:30 pm. We will stand 
on the north side of Michigan Ave, between First 
Presbyterian Church and S. West Ave. in Jackson. 
Ave Maria University is offering the Michigan 
Scholarship ($28,000/over 4 years) and the 
Michigan Homeschool Scholarship ($36,000 over 4 
years) to local Catholic students. Additional 
institutional and federal aid are available. You are 
also invited to participate in the 2019 AMU Michigan 
Fly-In, a FREE college visit to AMU Oct.31st–Nov 
3rd, including airfare, lodging and food. For more 
information or to apply for the Fly-In, visit 
www.avemariafoundation.org. 
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Parish Family 
Birthdays 

Sept 28	 David Bonkowski 
.........
Oct 1	 Jessie Sahakian 
............
Oct 2	 Ronald Fielder 
............
Oct 2	 Samantha Stace
............
Oct 5	 Orlynn Kouba
............
Oct 6	 James Achtenberg
............
Oct 6	 Carol Moretto............

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. The Repose of the Souls of  
♰Paul and ♰Nora Hieber  

(Marjorie Scully and Family) 
2. The Repose of the Souls of  
♰Leo and ♰Dorothy Scully  

(Marjorie Scully and Family)
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WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, September 15, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes  $5,118.00 ............
Loose Cash & Checks $241.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes $38.00 ...........
Assumption $10.00 ........................
Coffee Hour $79.00 .......................
E-Giving $310.94 ............................

6 

Weekly toward budget $5,717.94 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $417.94 .............

6 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings and Maintenance… $85.00 
American Evang $15.00 ................
Poor Box $8.16 ...........................
Votive Candles $27.25...................

Pet Blessing 
In honor of St. Francis of Assisi, the 
annual blessing of the pets will be on 
Sunday, October 6th in front of the 
church at noon.  

New Bible Study 
Though the first session of the new Bible 
Study ‘Genesis to Jesus’ 
was last week, there is still 
time join. Contact the 
P a r i s h O f f i c e a t 
734-428-8811 and let them 
know you’d like to join the 
discussion. Then visit 
https://bit.ly/2mqVn70 to 
view the session #1 video. 
This will insure that you 
don’t miss a thing. The 
next session will be held in 
Fr. Fisher Hall on Monday, 
October 21st. Hope to see 
you there.  

Month of the 
Rosary 

October is approaching and 
once again the Rosary will 
be said 30 minutes before each of the 
weekend Masses. Would you be willing 
to lead the recitation of the rosary at any 
of the Masses? If so, please call Marja 
Warner at 428-9506.  

Christmas Decorations 
The Christmas Holiday Decorating 
Committee will be selling memorial 
poinsettias as in past years. This year 
they will also be selling gold Christmas 
tree-bulbs from Bronner’s. The 4-inch 
bulb can be printed with the names of 
your loved ones. You can have up to 14 
letters, printed in 1, 2 or 3 lines. The cost 
of each bulb will be about $13.75. Unlike 
the poinsettias that you take home, the 
monogramed bulbs will be carefully 
stored and reused each year. We still 
want to fill the altar with poinsettias, but 
the tree ornaments will be an alternative. 
We will need to place our order by mid-
October to receive the bulbs before 
Christmas. Order forms will be in the 

vestibule and can be turned in with the 
Sunday collection. Checks should be 
made to St. Mary’s. 

Help Restore Hope 
The Diocese of Lansing Catholic 
Women’s Conference will be held on 
Saturday, October 12th. Visit https://

bit.ly/2lMYvtr for giveaways. 
Visit LansingDiocesecwc.org for 
more information. Sponsorships 
are available, contact Becky 
L o v e l a n d f o r m o r e i n f o 
313-330-5617. 

Rosary Run 
The 2nd Annual Rosary Run will 
be after 10:30 am Mass on 
Sunday, October 13th. Please 
join fellow parishioners in the 
public display of faith. You may 
run or walk while reciting the 
Rosary. 

Wild Goose 
Curious what the Wild Goose is 
all about? Join fellow parishioners 
in the Fr. Fisher Hall on Tuesdays 
6:00-7:30 pm beginning on 
October 15th.  
Prepare Your Heart 

Join fellow parishioners on a bus trip to 
enjoy Glory of Christmas, A Christmas 
Extravaganza at Northridge Church 
Saturday, December 14th at 1:00pm. 
Tickets for the show are $22, cost for the 
bus will be determined by the amount of 
passengers. Please contact the Parish 
Office to sign-up. 

Masses and Memorials 
If you would like to sponsor the 
Sanctuary Lamps, Altar Flowers or 
request a Mass for an intention or 
memorial, openings are available. Call 
the Parish Office at 734-428-8811. 

Adorn your Yard 
Consider adding a simple white cross to 
your landscaping in order to give glory to 
God and witness to the resurrection. The 
Knights of Columbus made it easy by 
constructing simple white crosses just the 
right size. You can purchase one for $5 at 
The Flower Garden.

Parish News

Altar Flowers 
For the week of  September 29th 
In Memory of ♰Michael Scully 

sponsored by  
Marjorie Scully and Family

Please Pray for: 
Matt Beals 

Duane Beuerle 
Burkina-Faso 

(ongoing terrorism) 

Dana 
Maxine Delaschmit 

Walt Faubion 
Ray Gavin 

Mike Gibbons 

Amanda Huber 
Carl Kemner 
Tom Kladzyk 
Wilma Lentz 
Larry McGee 

Babette Medlock 
Patrick Muldoon 
Ron Punches 

Paula Saft 
Cassidy Sangster 

Thomas Strong 
Bruce Sommers 

Eddie and Judy Walz 
Sharon Warren

First Friday 
Adoration of 

the Most 
Blessed 

Sacrament 
October 4th 

9:00 am until 
 Benediction at 

10:00 pm 
(Confessions heard 8-9 pm) 

First Saturday Mass  
at 8:30 am

x
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