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Have you ever worked on a long-term project that 
seemed to be going nowhere, and wondered whether 
your involvement was worth the effort?


In the early 1980s, I served as a religious volunteer at 
a close-security prison south of Ann Arbor. I’d had no 
prison experience before; and at first, my only duty was to 
play guitar for Catholic services. 
Shortly after I began going 
weekly, I became the only 
volunteer for services. Between 
three and six inmates would 
attend; I’d do a Scripture reading, 
give a short reflection, and 
converse with the inmates until it 
was time to leave. Then, for about 
six weeks, all inmates stopped 
coming. Just as I thought of 
giving up, a few men began to 
show up again; and gradually a 
few more joined them. So I kept 
going into the facility each week 
for those few.


In today’s second reading, St. 
Paul writes from prison in Rome 
to a protégé of his, Timothy, to 
encourage him in his role as a 
leader of the Church at Ephesus. 
Timothy was a Greek, a convert 
to Christianity, and considerably 
younger than Paul. He didn’t have 
Paul’s intellectual background; yet 
Paul recognized in him the talents that would make him a 
good leader - if he could get past his own insecurities. 
Paul had placed Timothy in charge of cleaning up some 
doctrinal and pastoral messes in Ephesus, and Timothy 
would need all the moral courage he could muster to 
complete the job he had been given. In his first letter to 
him, Paul outlined the scope of the task that Timothy was 
facing. In this, his second letter, Paul tries to tell Timothy 
that he has what it takes, as long as he uses the gifts of 
God that he received through Paul’s “laying on of hands.”


Everything Paul tells Timothy about using his gifts can 
apply to us in using ours. Every baptized and confirmed 

Catholic has received gifts from the Holy Spirit. To repeat: 
you’ve been given gifts from the Holy Spirit that you are 
supposed to use for the Church in the context of your 
everyday life. These gifts build on your natural talents, but 
they are primarily ways that the Holy Spirit communicates 
Himself through you. In Confirmation class, you learned 

their names:  wisdom, 
understanding, counsel, 
knowledge, fortitude, piety, 
and fear of the Lord.

You might say, “Wait a 
minute. I work in an office. I 
change diapers. I build 
houses. I drive tractors. 
These gifts - wisdom, 
understanding, all the rest - 
they sound like gifts that 
teachers or preachers 
would use. They don’t fit 
me. I’m not a teacher or a 
preacher.”

Actually, you are - and they 
do fit you. Don’t forget that 
the first followers of Jesus 
we ren ’ t t eache rs o r 
preachers. They were 
fishermen. Probably, what 
most attracted people to 
them was the fact that they 
were fishermen, people with 
real-life experience who 

could speak their language. One of the most spiritually 
gifted men I know is a building contractor with a large 
family. If you’re a parent or the head of a family, you lead a 
“domestic church.” When you make faith-filled decisions 
for the good of the family, you exercise the gift of wisdom. 
When you teach your children the basics of Christian 
morality, you exercise gifts of understanding and counsel. 
When you pray and work for their welfare, you exercise 
fear of the Lord.


These are the gifts that Paul urges you to “fan into 
flame.” How? By using them, and by asking the Lord to 
help you use them better.
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Just as Paul had to remind Timothy that “God did 
not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather of power and 
love and self-control,” so he has to remind us. Among 
Christians - and, according to research statistics, 
among Catholics especially - moral cowardice is a 
problem. Our culture spews propaganda messages that 
tell us that we’re bigots, haters, deplorables. It says that 
Catholic teaching is medieval, that the Church should 
update its doctrine, that its sexual morality is flat-out 
wrong. If we hear these things often enough, we begin 
to believe them. We think we don’t know our faith well 
enough to defend it. We’re told that it’s irrational, so we 
keep it private. We can’t tell others that their behavior is 
wrong, because who 
are we to judge? We 
don’t want to offend 
p e o p l e . W e ’ v e 
become ashamed of 
our testimony.


That is not the spirit we’ve been given.

In the gifts of the Spirit, we’ve been given power. 

The power of God doesn’t often show itself dramatically. 
Not usually in ways that result in mass conversions or 
spectacular miracles, perhaps, but in something better - 
the quiet urge that implants itself in a soul and grows like 
a vine, rooting itself in the crannies of the heart. 
Wisdom, understanding, knowledge, and counsel 
typically work that way, gradually over time. Fortitude - 
courage - is a gift for combating the cowardice that 
keeps us silent, and it takes our will to use it. Piety and 
fear of the Lord anchor us in the Holy Spirit; but, like the 
others, need persistent cultivation. If the gifts we’ve 
been given have lain dormant, fanning them into open 
flame will take time. But as long as there’s a glow of 
faith, persistent fanning can revive them. As Habakkuk 
might say, God’s vision has its time; it presses on. The 
rash person gives up and loses out; the just person 
succeeds through faith.


About once a year, the prison administration would 
present volunteers with certificates of appreciation. I 
never knew whether my volunteer efforts had any effect 
on the men I served until, in what must have been my 
tenth year, one evening the men presented me with a 
hand-drawn certificate of appreciation. It made me an 
“honorary lifer.” Of all the certificates of appreciation I 
received, that was the most precious. It showed that the 
power of God was quietly at work.  ❖

SAT., OCT 5 Weekday/Blessed Xavier Seelos/BVM/First 
Saturday

Bar 4:5-12, 27-29/Lk 
10:17-24 (460) 

8:30 am First Saturday Mass: ♰Rita Townsend  
[Barb Doster] 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Harriet VanRiper 

[Alice Kidd]
SUN., OCT 6 TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4/2 Tm 
1:6-8, 13-14/Lk 17:5-10 
(141) Pss III 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: INT: Jim Achtenberg on his birthday 

[His Family]  
9:30-10:30 am Religious Education - FFH 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People 
12:00 pm Pet Blessing - Church Steps

MON., OCT 7 Our Lady of the Rosary
Jon 1:1—2:2, 11/Lk 
10:25-37 (461) Pss Prop 

12:10 pm Mass: ♰ Paula Davey 
[Marcie Rodakowski]

TUES., OCT 8 Weekday

Jon 3:1-10/Lk 10:38-42 
(462) 

8:30 am Mass: ♰ Maria Ignacio 
[Donna Hnizdor]

WED., OCT 9 Weekday/Sts. Denis and Companions, St. John 
Leonardi

Jon 4:1-11/Lk 11:1-4 
(463) 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Noreen Burnett 
[Rita Hawley] 

4:00 pm Staff Meeting - Rectory Conference Room 
7:00 pm Finance Council Meeting - RCR 
7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal - Choir Loft

THURS., OCT 10 Weekday
Mal 3:13-20b/Lk 11:5-13 
(464) 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Rita Townsend 
[Jack and Janet LaDuke]

FRI., OCT 11 Weekday/St. John XXIII

Jl 1:13-15; 2:1-2/Lk 
11:15-26 (465) 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Gerald Damian 
[Claudia Damian]

SAT., OCT 12 Weekday/BVM

Jl 4:12-21/Lk 11:27-28 
(466)  

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Ted and ♰Esther Kuyda 

[Gerald and Mary Shaw] 
7:00 pm Campfire Praise and Worship - Home of Tim 
and Lorrie McConnell

SUN., OCT 13 TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
2 Kgs 5:14-17/2 Tm 
2:8-13/Lk 17:11-19 (144) 
Pss IV  

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
9:30-10:30 am Religious Education - Church 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Joseph and ♰Helen Germek 

[Kathy and Martin Brogley] 
Coffee Hour after both Masses- FFH  
11:30 am Youth Group Meeting - PC  
1:00 pm Rosary Run  

Deacon Dennis’ article continued from page 1

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: Right to 
Life MI Hotline 800-57WOMAN or 
visit www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays and 
Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emmanuel 
Church Kitchen.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for 
those struggling with same sex 
attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families 
and friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 
Call 517-342-2596

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line:
517-993-0291 or email 
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org

Life Chain Be a public witness for the unborn today, 
Sunday, October 6th 2:30-3:30 pm. We will stand on the 
north side of Michigan Ave, between First Presbyterian 
Church and S. West Ave. in Jackson. 
Mattress Sale Fundraiser at St. John’s School in 
Jackson today, Sunday, October 6th 11:00 am-4:00 pm. 
For more details visit: bit.ly/beds4stjohn19 
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Area News

PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Coffee Hour 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13TH  

FOLLOWING BOTH MASSES 
SPONSORED BY KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


Parish Family 
Birthdays 

Oct 5	 OrLynn Kouba
............
Oct 6	 James Achtenberg
............
Oct 6	 Carol Moretto 
............
Oct 7	 Martin Brogley 
............
Oct 7	 Timothy Timoszyk 
............
Oct 8	 George Kuboff 
............
Oct 8	 Morgan McFarland
............
Oct 8	 Larry McGee
............
Oct 10	 Daniel Burch
..........
Oct 10	 James Sahakian
..........
Oct 10	 Patricia Shafer
..........
Oct 12	 Pamela Wallace
..........
Oct 13	 James Fielder..........

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1.In Memory of ♰Russell Aiuto 
on his Birthday Oct. 11th 

(Kathy Cornell)
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St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, September 22, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes  $3,934.00 ............
Loose Cash & Checks $58.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes $60.00 ...........
E-Giving $165.64 ............................

6 

Weekly toward budget $4,217.64 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. BELOW goal $1,082.36 ............

6 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings and Maintenance… $45.00 
Poor Box $33.05 ...........................
Votive Candles $32.00...................

Amazing Greys 
The next meeting is after 

12:10 pm Mass 
Monday, October 14th. 

Please join us for a potluck lunch.

Month of the Rosary 
The Rosary will be prayed 30 minutes 
before each of the weekend Masses 
throughout October. Would you be 
willing to lead the recitation of the rosary 
at any of the Masses? If so, please call 
Marja Warner at 428-9506.  

Pet Blessing 
In honor of St. Francis of Assisi, the 
annual blessing of the pets will be today, 
Sunday, October 6th in front of the 
church at noon.  

Apple Pie Fundraiser 
The Knights of Columbus will be selling 
pre-made apple pies for $10 as a 
fundraiser for Parish religious education 
and youth programs. Pies will be 
assembled and ready for pick-up on 
November 17th. Pre-orders must be 
made by October 31st. Please see insert 
for more details.  

New Bible Study 
Though the first session of the new Bible 
Study ‘Genesis to Jesus’ was last week, 
there is still time to join. Contact the 
Parish Office at 734-428-8811 and let 
them know you’d like to join the 
discussion. Then visit https://bit.ly/
2mqVn70 to view the session #1 video. 
This will insure that you don’t miss a 
thing. The next session will be held in Fr. 
Fisher Hall on Monday, October 21st. 
Hope to see you there.  

Christmas Decorations 
The Christmas Holiday Decorating 
Committee is selling gold Christmas tree-
bulbs from Bronner’s. Order forms are in 
the vestibule, please place them in the 
collection basket by October 13th. Make 
checks payable to St. Mary’s. Poinsettias 
will be sold in December. 
Outdoor Praise and Worship 

All are invited to attend the “Campfire 
Praise & Worship Service” on Saturday, 
October 12th at 7:00 pm. This will take 
place at the home of Tim & Lorri 
McConnell, 19272 Sandborn Rd, 

Manchester (a mile from St. Mary). 
Bring a lawn chair and we will surround 
a cozy campfire to give praise and 
worship to our Lord with Christian 
music. Snacks and water will be 
provided. This is a beautiful country 
setting with a horse and miniature 
donkeys who love attention. We hope to 
see you there! 

Rosary Run 
The 2nd Annual Rosary Run will be at 
1:00 pm on Sunday, October 13th. 
Please join fellow parishioners in the 
public display of faith. You may run or 
walk while reciting the Rosary. 

Wild Goose 
Curious what the Wild Goose is all 
about? Join fellow parishioners in the Fr. 
Fisher Hall on Tuesdays 6:00-7:30 pm 
beginning on October 15th.  

Prepare Your Heart 
Join fellow parishioners on a bus trip to 
enjoy Glory of Christmas, A Christmas 
Extravaganza at Northridge Church 
Saturday, December 14th at 1:00pm. 
Tickets for the show are $22, cost for the 
bus will be determined by the amount of 
passengers. Please contact the Parish 
Office to sign-up. 

The St. Mary Shuttle 
We are recruiting volunteers to help 
fellow parishioners who cannot always 
find transportation to Mass, Bible study 
meetings, or other Parish events. The 
coming winter season and icy roads may 
discourage some from attending Mass, so 
"drivers and picker-upers" for all three 
Masses will fulfill needed travel.  Call 
the parish office or contact Sue Fielder at 
734-972-5652 or sfielder@umich.edu if 
you’d like to join the "St. Mary Shuttle" 
team. 

Manpower is Needed 
A work group is forming to repaint the 
ceiling tiles at the Parish Center. Please 
contact Bud Ball 734-323-0553 if you 
are interested in lending a hand for this 
project.  

Parish News

Please Pray for: 
Matt Beals 

Duane Beuerle 
Burkina-Faso 

(ongoing terrorism) 
Dana 

Maxine Delaschmit 

Walt Faubion 
Susan Gardner 

Ray Gavin 
Charles and Mary 

Gaylord 
Mike Gibbons 

Amanda Huber 

Carl Kemner 
Tom Kladzyk 
Wilma Lentz 
Larry McGee 

Babette Medlock 
Patrick Muldoon 

Ron Punches 

Paula Saft 
Thomas Strong 
Bruce Sommers 

Eddie and Judy Walz 
Sharon Warren

Altar Flowers 
For the week of  October 6th 

In Memory of  
♰Joseph and ♰Helen Germek 

sponsored by  
Kathy Brogley


