
Even before Roe vs. 
Wade made abortion on 
demand legal in the United 
States, pro-life activists were 
campaigning against it. 
Some campaigns were large 
protest marches, like the 
annual March for Life in 
J a n u a r y. S o m e w e r e 
lawsuits challenging how 
abortion facilities operate. 
Others involved sit-ins, 
arrests, and jail time for 
participants. Because some 
tactics appeared threatening 
t o w o m e n s e e k i n g 
abortions, in 2004 a group of 
C h r i s t i a n s i n C o l l e g e 
Station, Texas, organized a 
campaign of prayer and 
fasting in groups over an 
extended period of time 
called 40 Days for Life. The 
object was to seek to effect 
change through prayer.


The model for that 
approach appears in our first 
reading, the story of the 
battle of Israel against 
Amalek. In Exodus, the 
Israelites had been in the 
Sinai wilderness only a few 
months and were st i l l 
learning how to survive in 
that env i ronment . The 
Amalekites were nomads 
who already occupied the 
Sinai peninsula; to them, the 
Israelites were invaders 
competing for scarce food 
and water. Indeed, the battle 
seems to have been about 
water.


Earlier, the Israelites had 
encamped at Rephidim, a 
wadi, or dry riverbed. There, 
they murmured against 
Moses over his failure to 
provide water, so the Lord 
worked a miracle to provide 
it. He had Moses strike a 
rock with his staff, and out 
came massive amounts of 
water, enough to slake the 
thirst of several thousand 
people and their animals. 
Perhaps the Amalekites got 
wind of it. At any rate, they 
harassed Israel enough that 
Moses assigned Joshua and 
a force of men to engage 
them in open battle. Moses 
himself would go to a hilltop 
with his brother Aaron, the 
priest, and an elder named 
Hur where they could 
observe things, and invoke 
the Lord’s protection for 
Israel.


Such a position would 
also let the Israelite soldiers 
see Moses interceding for 
them, and take courage 
from it. Which may be why 
Moses took the dramatic 
prayer posture he did, his 
arms raised above shoulder 
height, the palms of his 
hands open toward heaven. 
T h a t p o s i t i o n i s 
characteristic of someone 
deep in prayer; the gesture 
connotes sincere pleading 
for God’s intervention. But 
even a healthy man can’t 
maintain such a posture for 
ve ry long . 
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The 2nd Annual Rosary Run was held on the Anniversary of the 
‘Miracle of the Sun’ October 13th. About 40 people participated.

A good crowd gathered at the home of Tim and Lorrie McConnell for 
Campfire Praise and Worship October 12th.

Youth Group members attended the Tenth Avenue North concert at 
the Potter Center in Jackson October 12th.



SAT., OCT 19 Sts. John De Brébeuf and Isaac Jogues and 
Companions

Rom 4:13, 16-18/Lk 12:8-12 
(472) 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People

SUN., OCT 20 TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 
TIME

Ex 17:8-13/2 Tm 3:14—4:2/Lk 
18:1-8 (147) Pss I

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Rita Townsend 

[Cherry Badger and Family] 
9:30-10:30 am Religious Education - FFH 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Blake Eshenroder 

[Janet and Bill Shurtliff]
MON., OCT 21 Weekday
Rom 4:20-25/Lk 12:13-21 
(473) 

No Mass Today in Manchester 
1:00 pm Genesis to Jesus - FFH 
7:15 pm Genesis to Jesus - FFH

TUES., OCT 22 Weekday/St. John Paul II

Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21/
Lk 12:35-38 (474) 

No Mass Today in Manchester 
6:00 pm Wild Goose Series - FFH

WED., OCT 23 Weekday/St. John of Capistrano
Rom 6:12-18/Lk 12:39-48 
(475) 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Eileen Green 
[John and Tina Doyle and Family] 

7:00 pm Adult Choir Practice - Choir Loft
THURS., OCT 24 Weekday/St. Anthony Mary Claret
Rom 6:19-23/Lk 12:49-53 
(476) 

8:30 am Mass: INT: A miracle for Dorothea Irvin 
[Lisa Chisnell]

FRI., OCT 25 Weekday

Rom 7:18-25a/Lk 12:54-59 
(477) 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Russell Aiuto 
[Dennis and Debbie Herrst]

SAT., OCT 26 Weekday/BVM

Rom 8:1-11/Lk 13:1-9 (478) 3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People

SUN., OCT 27 THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Sir 35:12-14, 16-18/2 Tm 
4:6-8, 16-18/Lk 18:9-14 (150)  
Pss II

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Rita Townsend 

[Janice Coughy] 
9:30-10:30 am Religious Education - FFH 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: INT: God’s Will for Luke Chisnell 

[Lisa Chisnell] 
11:30 am Youth Group Meeting - PC

Need Help?
Alternative to Abortion: Right to Life 
MI Hotline 800-57WOMAN or visit 
www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays and 
Sundays at 7:00 pm - 
Emmanuel Church Kitchen.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for 
those struggling with same sex 
attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families 
and friends of ‘Courage’ 
clients. Call 517-342-2596

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 
or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in 
the area, please visit our 

website: 
stmarymanchester.org

Area News
Hope in the Lord at St. 
Francis Retreat Center in 
DeWitt Saturday, October 
26th 9:30 am-3:00 pm. 
Call 517-669-8321 or visit 
stfrancis.ws to register. 
Mass, Adoration,Marian/
Rose Procession and 
Benediction beginning at 
1 0 : 0 0 a m S a t u r d a y, 
Oc tober 26 th a t S t . 
Francis of Assisi, 2250 E. 
Stadium Blvd, Ann Arbor. 

Info: Sandie Weathers at 
7 3 4 - 6 5 7 - 1 9 3 6  o r 
p lan2pray@gmai l .com 
4 0 d a y s f o r l i f e . c o m /
annarbor 
Mass for Families of 
Miscarriage and Child 
Loss at St. Matthew’s 706 
Beach St., Flint MI 48502 on 
Sunday, October 27th at 
12:30 pm. Fr. Joe Krupp will 
be the celebrant. 
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Parish NewsPARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities Month of the Rosary 

Please join the parish to pray the Rosary 30 minutes 
before each of the weekend Masses throughout October. 

Apple Pie Fundraiser 
The Knights of Columbus will be selling pre-made apple 
pies for $10 as a fundraiser for Parish religious education 
and youth programs. Pies will be assembled and ready for 
pick-up on November 17th. Pre-orders must be made by 
October 31st. 

Bible Study  
The next session of the ‘Genesis to Jesus’ Bible Study will 
be held in Fr. Fisher Hall on Monday, October 21st. 
There will be a session at 1:00 pm and another at 7:15 pm. 
Visit https://bit.ly/ 2mqVn70 to view session #1 video if 
you didn’t make it to the meeting. 

Intercessory Prayer Group Starting 
A group will meet every Monday in the Fr. Fisher Hall at 
11:30 am for prayers of thanksgiving and petition. The 
first meeting will be this Monday, October 21st. Please 
join us to thank God for our blessings and to pray for our 
priests, bishops, the Pope, vocations to the priesthood, our 
country, and an end to abortion. 

Wild Goose 
There is still time to join fellow parishioners in the Fr. 
Fisher Hall on Tuesdays 6:00-7:30 pm to learn more about 
the Holy Spirit. 

Manpower is Needed 
A work group is forming to repaint the ceiling tiles at the 
Parish Center. Please contact Bud Ball (734-323-0553) if 
you are willing to help. 

Wreath Sale 
The Altar Society will be selling Christmas wreaths, 
centerpieces, grave blankets and grave pillows. Look for 
order forms in the bulletin next weekend. Order deadline 
is Nov. 17th. Also, ladies will be receiving the Annual 
Holiday letter that will include raffle tickets and 
information about the Bake Sale. This is one of the few 
fundraisers that the Altar Society has, enabling them to 
provide much-needed items for our parish. 

Prepare Your Hearts 
Join fellow parishioners on a bus trip to enjoy “Glory of 
Christmas, A Christmas Extravaganza” at Northridge 
Church Saturday, December 14th at 1:00pm. Tickets for 
the show are $25, cost for the bus will be determined by 
the amount of passengers. Please contact the Parish Office 
to sign-up.

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


His arms grow tired, so he lowers 
them to rest, then raises them again. 
Perhaps the soldiers below would 
notice when Moses lowered his 
hands, which meant that he had 
stopped praying, and so they would 
lose ground; then, when Moses raised 
them again, they’d take heart and 
attack more vigorously. Perhaps also 
Moses’ prayer would actually falter 
when he tired. But he and his 
companions could see the pattern of 
movement on the battlefield, and so 
Aaron and Hur held Moses’ arms up 
for him, and the prayer continued 
without letup. With that visible prayer 
support, Joshua “mowed down” the 
attackers.


E x p e r i e n c e s h o w s t h a t 
coordinated prayer can change 
history. Scripture contains several 
examples, such as when King 
Hezekiah prayed for deliverance from 
Sennacherib’s siege of Jerusalem, and 
his prayer was answered. In October 
1571, Pope St. Pius V attributed the 
victory of the Holy League against the 
Ottoman Empire at Lepanto to the 
recitation of the Rosary for Mary’s 
intervention. There are even examples 
from American history. At a time when 
the American colonies seemed on the 
verge o f abandon ing re l ig ion 
altogether, the first Great Awakening, 
a colony-wide revival, occurred. It led 
to other later revivals, including the 
Cha r i sma t i c renewa l i n bo th 
Protestant and Catholic churches in 
the mid-20th century. At Fatima, Mary 
herself asked for prayer in hopes of 
sparing the world a second world war, 
and for the conversion of Russia.


In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells a 
story whose point is to emphasize the 
need to keep praying without giving 
up. In it, he uses what in logic is called 
an a fortiori argument; that is, if you 
can accept a weak conclusion, then 
logically you must accept a stronger 
one. So, if you’re willing to accept that 
a corrupt judge can render justice 
because a little old lady with her cane 
pesters him for it, how much more 

s h o u l d y o u a c c e p t t h a t a n 
incorruptible and infinitely just God will 
render justice if we’re willing to keep 
asking Him. The key is persistence in 
the asking.


We need to persist in prayer as 
individuals, but persistent group 
prayer is often more effective. That’s 
why we organize prayer chains and 
prayer campaigns. Jesus promised 
that “if two of you agree on earth 
about anything they ask, it will be 
done for them by my Father in 
heaven” (Mt 18:19). We need to be 
careful of expecting immediate 
results, or of being content with short-
term answers to long-term problems. 
God does sometimes answer prayers 
speedily, as Jesus says. But His plan 
generally unfolds gradually, and 
certain problems take decades or 
even centuries to resolve because of 
human intransigence. If we’re not 
praying constantly for justice, the 
implication is that we’re not that 
committed to it.


Prayer does change history. As a 
current example, consider the 
success of the 40 Days for Life 
campaigns. Since 2004, around 61 
countries have adopted that prayer 
and fasting approach, involving over a 
million volunteers. These campaigns 
have succeeded in shutting down 
over a hundred abortion facilities, 
prompted nearly 200 abortion workers 
(like Abby Johnson) to quit their jobs, 
and (by their count) have influenced 
upwards of sixteen thousand women 
to keep their babies. Impressive, but 
the prayer battle continues.


Israel lost ground in battle unless 
his supporters kept Moses’ hands 
upraised in prayer. Jesus cautions His 
disciples to pray always and not lose 
h e a r t w h e n r e s u l t s s e e m 
disappointing. He expects faith, not 
only from individuals but from the 
Church as a whole. The question that 
He asks in today’s Gospel should 
pester our hearts: “When the Son of 
Man comes, will he find faith on 
earth?”  ❖


Deacon Dennis’ article continued from page 1

Parish Family Birthdays 
Oct 19	 Paul Gross
..........
Oct 20	 Quinn Bourland ..........
Oct 21	 Giuliana Brothers
..........
Oct 21	 Cyprian Dahl
..........
Oct 22	 Sarah Laskowski
..........
Oct 22	 Andrew Nashif
..........
Oct 23	 Jeff Tyler
..........
Oct 26	 George Daubner
............
Oct 27	 Megan Dobis..........

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, October 6, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes  $5,843.02 ............
Loose Cash & Checks $194.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes $25.00 ..........
All Soul’s Day $10.00 ...................
E-Giving $350.37 ...........................

⏤ 
Weekly toward budget $6,422.39 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $1,122.39 ............

⏤ 
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building & Maintenance… $1,008.00 .
Am Evang. Appeal $10.00 ............
World Mission Sunday $20.00 ......
Poor Box $347.46 ...........................
Votive Candles $78.00..................

Please Pray for: 
Matt Beals 

Duane Beuerle 
Burkina-Faso 

(ongoing terrorism) 
Maxine Delaschmit 

Walt Faubion 
Ray Gavin 

Charles and Mary 
Gaylord 

Mike Gibbons 
Amanda Huber 

Carl Kemner 
Tom Kladzyk 
Wilma Lentz 
Larry McGee 

Babette Medlock 
Patrick Muldoon 

Ron Punches 
Émilienne Ramdé 

Bobby Reyes 
Paula Saft 

Thomas Strong 
Bruce Sommers 

Eddie and Judy Walz 
Sharon Warren 

Gary Zubok 
The Repose of the 

Soul: 
♰Susan Gardner

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. INT: For divine healing & 
improved health of Émilienne 

Ramdé (mother of Sylvie 
Strong) 

(Donna Hnizdor)
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Altar Flowers 
For the week of October 20th 
In Memory of ♱Steven Woods 

Sponsored by  
Dick and Judy Fahey


