
If it weren’t for the fact that Luke tells us at the 
beginning what the point of the parable in today’s 
Gospel is, we’d almost think that Jesus was beginning 
a joke: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one 
a Pharisee, the other a tax collector.” Of course, this is 
not a joke. But like a joke, the characters are 
stereotypes. They’re stock characters, one a foil for 
the other.


It’s worth remembering that when we reflect on 
these characters. They’re extreme examples of a type.


Consider Pharisees, for 
e x a m p l e . T h e y f i r s t 
emerged as a religious 
movement around the time 
of the Maccabees, roughly 
150 years before Christ. 
The name means “one who 
is separated,” whether 
from pagan unbelievers or 
from fellow Jews who 
didn’t observe the Law of 
Moses. Their devotion to 
the Law was so intense 
that for them the perfect 
Jew was one who applied 
to himself all of the purity 
laws that priests in the 
Temple observed while 
ministering there. In other 
words, the perfect Jew 
acted at home as if he were in church. It was thanks 
to the Pharisees that a canon of Hebrew scriptures 
(beyond the first five books) emerged, and that an oral 
tradition about its meaning and application developed 
in Judaism - and continued into Christianity. It was 
thanks to Pharisees that Judaism coalesced into a 
religion after the exile. And it was thanks to the 
Pharisees that Judaism survived the destruction of the 
Temple in 70 A.D., because it was they who formed 
the basis of the Rabbinic Judaism that exists today.


In Jesus’ day, many Pharisees were genuinely 
devout and some were open to Jesus’ message, like 
Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea. But others were 
Jesus’ harshest critics, and were among those 

determined to crucify Him. Perhaps over time the 
separateness of the Pharisees had made them into a 
snobbish class. In any case, such was their reputation 
for haughtiness toward common folk that Jesus could 
pose a Pharisee as a typical example of hypocrisy, 
one that His audience would appreciate.


Or consider the tax collector. He was a pariah of 
Jewish society, regarded as a collaborator of the 
hated Roman occupiers, gouging simple folks out of 
their hard-earned money and enriching himself in the 

p rocess . A l t hough the 
Gospels indicate that a few 
could respond to Jesus’ 
m e s s a g e , m a n y w e r e 
doubtless worthy of the 
contempt they received. Our 
modern attitude toward tax 
authorit ies is not much 
changed from what it was 
then.

So these characters are 
stereotypes to make a point. 
In the story, the Pharisee as a 
type is anyone who - as the 
Greek puts it - prays toward 
himself. He’s self-sufficient, 
o b l i v i o u s o f h i s t o t a l 
dependence on the grace of 
God. His prayer is inward-
focused. He addresses God, 

but his attention is on himself and what he does to 
demonstrate his holiness; plus, he compares himself 
positively to others he thinks less holy than himself. If I 
were an honest man, I would admit that I’m a lot like 
him. I remind God (and myself) that I’m an orthodox 
Catholic who knows his faith, not like those cafeteria 
Catholics who pick and choose what they want to 
believe. I go to Mass several times a week, I pray and 
read Scripture daily, I tithe regularly, I avoid 
pornography. I don’t cheat on taxes, I’m faithful to my 
wife, and my police record is squeaky clean. I’m not 
like homeless people, or drug addicts, or con artists. I 
wouldn’t be so bold as to say so publicly, but - really - 
my place in heaven is secure.
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Confirmation Candidates Luis Baron and Josi Castillo-Miller 
attended the Holy Fire Middle School Rally for their Confirmation 
Retreat at Bowling Green University in Ohio with Melissa Yekulis, 
their teacher. They listened to speakers and bands playing Catholic 

Music. They renewed their baptismal vows. They waited in line for 45 
minutes to go to Confession. They received the Eucharist during 
Mass celebrated by Bishop Earl Boyea. It was a powerful day!



The tax collector as a type is anyone whose 
prayer is outward-focused. He also addresses God, 
but pleads for mercy because he is who he is. He 
makes no claim to holiness. Quite the opposite. He 
knows that what he does for a living exposes 
himself to temptations of all sorts, and he 
sometimes gives in. He’s aware of his social 
position, and admits that he deserves it. He has 
nothing he can offer God except his own miserable 
self. If I were an honest man, I would realize that I’m 
a lot like him. My weak human nature seems to 
pollute everything I do. I want to love God, but my 
heart is inclined away from Him. My heart is inclined 
to put myself on a pedestal, inclined to want fame 
and money, inclined to promote my own comfort, 
inclined to give myself all the goodies I can afford. If 
I were honest, I’d admit I have nothing that God 
could want, aware that I’m absolutely dependent on 
His grace, on His mercy. Because that’s what I am, 
a sinner.


Jesus concludes the story by saying that the 
tax collector went home justified, but not the 
Pharisee. What does that mean? It means, ironically 
enough, that the sinner was the righteous one. He 
admitted the basic truth about himself, grieved over 
it, and begged God for what he most needed and 
what God was most eager to give him. The other 
didn’t. Even though what the Pharisee said about 
himself was probably true as far as it went, it was 
also false. It was an act - hypocritical because the 
Pharisee’s good actions masked the sin in his heart, 
his pride.


Pride is no joke. It is the root of most sins. It can 
turn the best things I do into coals for Hell’s fire. If 
I’m an honest man, I have to admit that I’m proud 
of what I’ve made of myself. But if I’m truly an 
honest man, I also have to admit that what I’ve 
made of myself is fit for Hell unless it comes under 
the mercy of God, who alone can give it what it’s 
worth in His eyes. I stand in prayer as a sinner, 
because I’m in absolute need of His mercy.


So are we all.  ❖


SAT., OCT 26 Weekday/BVM
Rom 4:13, 16-18/Lk 12:8-12 
(472) 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People

SUN., OCT 27 THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Sir 35:12-14, 16-18/2 Tm 
4:6-8, 16-18/Lk 18:9-14 (150)  
Pss II

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Rita Townsend 

[Janice Coughy] 
9:30-10:30 am Religious Education - FFH 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: INT: God’s Will for Luke Chisnell 

[Lisa Chisnell] 
11:30 am Youth Group Meeting - PC

MON., OCT 28 Sts. Simon and Jude

Eph 2:19-22/Lk 6:12-16 (666) 
Pss Prop 

No Mass Today in Manchester 
11:30 am Intercessory Prayer Group - FFH

TUES., OCT 29 Weekday
Rom 8:18-25/Lk 13:18-21 (480) No Mass Today in Manchester 

6:00 pm Wild Goose Series - FFH

WED., OCT 30 Weekday
Rom 8:26-30/Lk 13:22-30 
(481) 

8:30 am Mass: ♰INT: Liz O’Hotzke 
[Lisa Chisnell and Luke] 

7:00 pm Adult Choir Practice - Choir Loft
THURS., OCT 31 Weekday
Rom 8:31b-39/Lk 13:31-35 
(482) 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Bev Schook 
[Bill and Sandi Kwolek] 

7:00 pm Holy Day Vigil Mass: For the People
FRI., NOV 1 ALL SAINTS DAY/First Friday

Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 
5:1-12a (667) Pss Prop 

8:30 am Holy Day Mass: ♰Esther Pietras 
[Bill and Sandi Kwolek] 

9:00 am Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament  
7:00 pm Holy Day Mass: ♰Douglas Muldoon 

[John and Tina Doyle and Family] 
8:00-9:00 pm Confession  
10:00 pm Benediction 

SAT., NOV 2 ALL SOULS’ DAY
Wis 3:1-9/Rom 5:5-11 or Rom 
6:3-9/Jn 6:37-40 (668) or any 
readings from no. 668 or from 
the Lectionary for Mass (vol. 
IV), the Masses for the Dead, 
nos. 1011-1016 Pss Prop 

8:30 am First Saturday Mass: ♰Deceased 
Members of the LaBeau and Shurtliff families 

[Janet and Bill Shurtliff] 
10:00 am Blessing of the Graves - St. Mary Cemetery  
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Ray Pietras 

[Bill and Sandi Kwolek]
SUN., NOV 3 THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Wis 11:22—12:2/2 Thes 1:11
—2:2/Lk 19:1-10 (153)  Pss III

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Lucas Millenbach 

[The Achtenberg Family] 
9:30-10:30 am Religious Education - FFH 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People

Deacon Dennis’ article continued from page 1

Need Help?
Alternative to Abortion: Right to Life MI Hotline 
800-57WOMAN or visit www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays and Sundays at 
7:00 pm - Emmanuel Church Kitchen.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by Diocese) spiritual 
support group for those struggling with same sex 
attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate support group for 
the families and friends of ‘Courage’ clients. 
Call 517-342-2596

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive reconciliation and 
healing) Call the confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or 
email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the area, please 
visit our website: stmarymanchester.org

Parish Family Birthdays 
Oct 26	 George Daubner
............
Oct 27	 Megan Dobis 
..........
Oct 31	 Betty Cummings
..........
Oct 31	 Francis Pohs
..........
Nov 1	 Rosemary Hamilton
..............
Nov 1	 Luke Kominars............
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Sanctuary Lamps  
Consider sponsoring these candles for your prayer 

intention similar to a Mass intention. Contact the Parish 
Office at 734-428-8811. The intentions will appear in 

the bulletin and on a sign in the entryway of the church. 
The candles typically burn for one week.

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


Area News
Mass for Families of Miscarriage and 
Child Loss at St. Matthew’s 706 Beach 
St., Flint MI 48502 on Sunday, October 
27th at 12:30 pm. Fr. Joe Krupp will be 
the celebrant. 
Dine and Discuss at Weber Center 
October 28th 5:30-7:30 pm. Dr. Mona 
Hanna-Attisha’s book What the Eyes 
Don’ t See: A Story of Cr is is , 
Resistance, and Hope in an American 
City about the Flint water crisis will be 
the topic. 
Fall Open House at Aquinas College 
Saturday, November 2nd Details and 
registration info can be found at  
aquinas.edu/openhouse  

Come and See discernment retreat 
with the Adrian Dominican  Sisters 
November 8-10th. Register online at 
https://tinyurl.com/ADSDiscern or 
contact Sr. Tarianne 517-920-1395 for 
more information. 
Holiday Heaven Arts and Crafts 
Show at St. Martha Parish, 1100 W. 
Grand River, Okemos MI 48864 
Saturday, November 16th 9:00 
am-4:00 pm in the Parish Hall. 
Mission: Critical a married couples 
weekend at St. Francis Retreat 
Center in DeWitt December 6-8th. 
Call 517-669-8321 or visit stfrancis.ws 
to register. 

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, October 13, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes  $4,770.00 ............
Loose Cash & Checks $124.00 .......
Welcome Envelopes $29.00 ..........
All Soul’s Day $20.00 ...................
E-Giving $165.34 ...........................

⏤ 
Weekly toward budget $5,108.34 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. BELOW goal $191.66 ...........

⏤ 
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building & Maintenance… $135.00 .
World Mission Sunday $1.00 ......
Poor Box $39.25 ...........................
Votive Candles $17.00..................

Please Pray for: 
Matt Beals 

Duane Beuerle 
Burkina-Faso (ongoing terrorism) 

Maxine Delaschmit 
Ray Gavin 

Charles and Mary Gaylord 
Mike Gibbons 

Amanda Huber 
Carl Kemner 
Tom Kladzyk 
Wilma Lentz 
Larry McGee 

Babette Medlock 
Patrick Muldoon 
Ron Punches 

Émilienne Ramdé 
Sarah Reyes 
Paula Saft 

Thomas Strong 
Bruce Sommers 

Eddie and Judy Walz 
Sharon Warren 

Gary Zubok 
The Repose of the Soul: 

♰Bobby Reyes
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Parish News

Altar Flowers 
For the week of October 27th 

In Memory of our Parents 
Sponsored by  

Bill and Astrida Punches

Holy Day Schedule 
This Friday, November 1st is the 
solemnity of All Saint’s Day. It is a Holy 
Day of Obligation and First Friday. The 
Vigil Mass will be celebrated on 
Thursday, October 31st at 7:00 pm. 
Two Masses will be celebrated on Friday: 
8:30 am and 7:00 pm. Adoration will 
begin after 8:30 am Mass and will 
continue as usual throughout he day with 
a break during 7:00 pm Mass. Confession 
and Benediction will proceed as usual. 
There will be First Saturday Mass at 8:30 
a m f o l l o w e d b y 
B l e s s i n g o f t h e 
graves at 10:00 am in 
honor of All Souls’ 
Day, November 2nd. 

Wild Goose 
Don’t forget to attend 
Wild Goose in the Fr. 
F i s h e r H a l l o n 
Tuesdays 6:00-7:30 
pm to learn more 
about the Holy Spirit. 

Apple Pie 
Fundraiser 

The Knights of Columbus will be selling 
pre-made apple pies for $10 as a 
fundraiser for Parish religious education 
and youth programs. Pies will be 
assembled and ready for pick-up on 
November 17th. Pre-orders must be 
made by October 31st. 

Intercessory Prayer Group 
A group is meeting every Monday in the 
Fr. Fisher Hall at 11:30 am for prayers of 
thanksgiving and petition. Please join us 
to thank God for our blessings and to 

pray for our priests, bishops, the Pope, 
vocations to the priesthood, our country, 
and an end to abortion. 

Cemetery Decorations 
Please wait until November 15th to 
begin decorating graves in the cemetery. 
Fall Clean-up will be complete at this 
date. 

Manpower is Needed 
A work group is forming to repaint the 
ceiling tiles at the Parish Center. Please 
contact Bud Ball (734-323-0553) if you 

are willing to help. 
Wreath Sale 

The Altar Society will be 
selling Christmas wreaths, 
c e n t e r p i e c e s , g r a v e 
blankets and grave pillows. 
An order form is included 
in this bulletin. Order 
deadline is Nov. 17th. 
A l so , l ad i e s w i l l be 
r ece iv ing the annua l 
Holiday Letter that will 
include raffle tickets and 
information about the Bake 

Sale. This is one of the few 
fundraisers that the Altar Society has, 
enabling them to provide much-needed 
items for our parish. 

Bus Trip Update 
Join fellow parishioners on a bus trip to 
enjoy “Glory of Christmas, A Christmas 
Extravaganza” at Northridge Church 
Saturday, December 14th at 1:00pm. 
Tickets for the show are $25, cost for the 
bus is $18/person. Please contact the 
Parish Office to sign-up.

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION  
of the Most  
BLESSED 

SACRAMENT 
November 1st  

9 am until 
Benediction at 10 pm 
(Confessions heard 8-9pm) 
**FIRST SATURDAY 
MASS at 8:30 am **

Bring yourself and candy to 
trunk or treat 

at St. Louis Center  

Tuesday, Oct 29th 5:30 pm


