
Luke is telling us the story of Zacchaeus, but it's 
really the story of God. The story of the purpose God 
fulfilled in Jesus Christ. The last sentence, verse 10, of 
today’s Gospel is the most important truth laid out in 
Scripture:  that God seeks and saves sinners.  In 
Matthew 1:21, the angel says, upon announcing the 
birth of Jesus,  “You are to name 
Him Jesus, for He will save His 
people from their sins."  At His 
birth it was clear that that is why 
He came. In 1 Timothy 1:15, Paul 
writes, "Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners, among 
whom I am foremost.” And 
then Proverbs  8:17  says, "Those 
who diligently  seek Me will find 
Me." This Gospel tells us that 
Zacchaeus somehow wanted to 
see the Lord. He found Jesus, 
invited Him to his house and the 
whole household was saved. 


Let's meet the sinner of the 
story. Verse 1 states, "He came to 
and was passing through Jericho. 
Now  there was a man there 
named Zacchaeus,  who was a 
chief tax-collector and also a 
wealthy man.” Now his parents 
had good intentions for him when 
he was named at birth.  Zacchaeus means clean, 
innocent, pure, and righteous. But in his life he defied 
the intent of his parents and became unclean, guilty, 
impure, and unrighteous. Clement of Alexandria, one 
of the church fathers, said that Zacchaeus became a 
very prominent Christian leader  and ended up a 
pastor of the church in Caesarea,  later to be 
succeeded by none other than Cornelius,  the 
centurion. He proved himself. His parents gave him 
the right name.


This is the sixth time in Luke’s Gospel that our 
Lord has an encounter with a tax collector. Every 
Jewish person paid a third of their average income to 
the  theocratic kingdom in order to fund the 
government. Verse 3 tells us that Zacchaeus was 

interested in Jesus. He was trying to see who Jesus 
was. Everybody heard about Jesus. He had probably 
heard about the fact that Jesus  raised Lazarus from 
the dead. Is he curious? Sure he's curious.  Is it more 
than that? Sure it's more than that. He has a 
dissatisfied heart.  He knows he's alienated from 

God.  He knows he has no 
eternal life.  He knows that 
he's overwhelmed with guilt 
and sin. He knows the kind of 
man he is. Now he had two 
problems. In verse 3 there is 
a big crowd and he is a small 
man. But he's determined to 
see Jesus;  setting aside all 
sense of embarrassment this 
wealthy little guy, this chief 
tax collector climbed a tree to 
get a glimpse of Jesus.

Now we meet the Savior in 
verse 5.  "And when Jesus 
came to the place," the place 
where he was sitting in the 
tree, "He looked up and said 
to him,  'Zacchaeus come 
down.'" The Lord said his 
name. This is a reminder that 
the Son of Man knows who 
He's seeking.  It reminds me 

of Nathanael in John 1 when Nathanael said, "How do 
You know me?" And He says, "I knew you before you 
ever showed up." He knows His own. And He says, 
"Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for today I must 
stay at your house." But it was an irresistible 
call, because verse 6 says, "And he hurried and came 
down and received Him gladly." It is like "Today is the 
day of your salvation.  Today I must stay at your 
house." This is what we call divine necessity.  It is 
predetermined before the foundation of the world. 
Zacchaeus never could have anticipated anything like 
this because he knew he was a defiled person.  No 
one who considered himself righteous or clean would 
ever come near him,  let alone near his house,  and 
worst of all,  eat a meal with him. It 
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would have been the first time any righteous, clean, 
noble, respected person had come to his house. 
His job had put him in the category of the 
wretched,  the despised and the rejected,  the 
category of those people who are the unclean and 
the untouchable. That alienated him and isolated 
him because he robbed his own people’s money 
through this tax. And he feels the weight of that and 
the guilt.  He can't worship.  He can't go to the 
temple. He can't get atonement offered for him. So 
he was isolated from God.  He was isolated from 
religion. He was isolated from hope. He received 
Jesus with joy.


In verse 8.  "And Zacchaeus stopped and said 
to the Lord, 'Behold, Lord, half of my possessions I 
will give to the poor and if I have defrauded anyone 
of anything,  I'll give back four times as much.'" 
You've got a man who is a professional thief who 
has now become an instant philanthropist.  It 
doesn't say anything about Jesus confronting his 
sin. But the Son of Man has come to his home. In 
fact, in verse 10, He says, "The Son of Man 
has  come to seek and to save that which was 
lost.”  In that transformation he became a 
noble, wonderful and very generous person. If you 
go back to Leviticus  6:5,  or Numbers there is an 
Old Testament prescription for restitution: one fifth 
of the amount to be given to whom he has 
wronged.  So this was pretty much the Jewish 
standard.  In the case of an ordinary robbery you 
paid back double,  that is, twofold. But Zacchaeus 
is going to give four-fold back to people. 
Exodus 22:1, if you robbed someone with violence 
and destruction,  a fourfold response was 
required. He went to the max. He said, "I've done 
this, I've done it violently, I've done it destructively. I 
will gladly pay back the max." He is demonstrating 
the maximum obedience of the law.


Dear brothers and sisters, what does this 
Zacchaeus story tell us? It is a story of a 
transformed heart. Our every encounter with the 
Eucharist ic Lord should lead us to this 
transformation, to feel the joy that we are in the 
presence of the Lord. I pray today will be the day 
when He calls our name, comes to our house and 
brings salvation. Let us open our hearts and receive 
Him gladly.  ❖

SAT., NOV 2 ALL SOULS’ DAY
Wis 3:1-9/Rom 5:5-11 or Rom 
6:3-9/Jn 6:37-40 (668) or any 
readings from no. 668 or from 
the Lectionary for Mass (vol. 
IV), the Masses for the Dead, 
nos. 1011-1016 Pss Prop 

8:30 am First Saturday Mass: ♰Deceased 
Members of the LaBeau and Shurtliff families 

[Janet and Bill Shurtliff] 
10:00 am Blessing of the Graves - St. Mary Cemetery  
3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Ray Pietras 

[Bill and Sandi Kwolek]
SUN., NOV 3 THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Wis 11:22—12:2/2 Thes 1:11
—2:2/Lk 19:1-10 (153)  Pss III

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Lucas Millenbach 

[The Achtenberg Family] 
9:30-10:30 am Religious Education - FFH 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People

MON., NOV 4 St. Charles Borromeo
Rom 11:29-36/Lk 14:12-14 
(485) 

11:30 am Intercessory Prayer Group - FFH 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Robert Hagerman, a Birthday 
Remembrance 

[The Family of Robert Hagerman] 
7:00 pm Mass: Deceased Members of the KofC

TUES., NOV 5 Weekday
Rom 12:5-16b/Lk 14:15-24 
(486) 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Rita Townsend 
[Jean Riley] 

6:00 pm Wild Goose Series - FFH
WED., NOV 6 Weekday
Rom 13:8-10/Lk 14:25-33 
(487) 

8:30 am Mass: ♱J.Kevin and ♱Diane Doyle 
[John and Tina Doyle and Family] 

4:00 pm Staff Meeting - FFH  
7:00 pm Pastoral Council Meeting - FFH

THURS., NOV 7 Weekday

Rom 14:7-12/Lk 15:1-10 (488) 8:30 am Mass: ♰Ray Larkman 
[Bill and Sandi Kwolek]

FRI., NOV 8 Weekday

Rom 15:14-21/Lk 16:1-8 (489) 8:30 am Mass: INT: For the health of Émilienne 
Ramdé 

[Sylvie and Scott Strong]
SAT., NOV 9 DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA
Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/1 Cor 
3:9c-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22 
(671) Pss Prop 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰MJ Kidd, Anniversary 
Remembrance 

[Alice Kidd] 
7:30 pm Praise and Worship

SUN., NOV 10 THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 
TIME

2 Mc 7:1-2, 9-14/2 Thes 2:16
—3:5/Lk 20:27-38 or 20:27, 
34-38 (156)  Pss IV

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: ♰Joe Fitzgerald, in remembrance 
of Joe and all Veterans 

[His wife and children] 
9:30-10:30 am Religious Education - FFH 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: For the People 
Coffee Hour after each Mass
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Need Help?
Alternative to Abortion: Right to Life 
MI Hotline 800-57WOMAN or visit 
www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays and 
Sundays at 7:00 pm - 
Emmanuel Church Kitchen.

“Courage” is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for 
those struggling with same sex 
attraction.

“Encourage” is a separate 
support group for the families 
and friends of ‘Courage’ 
clients. Call 517-342-2596

“Project Rachel” (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 
or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in 
the area, please visit our 

website: 
stmarymanchester.org
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PARISH CALENDAR 
Mass Intentions, [Requested By], Parish Activities

Sanctuary Lamps  
Consider sponsoring these candles for your prayer intention similar 

to a Mass intention. Contact the Parish Office at 734-428-8811. 
The intentions will appear in the bulletin and on a sign in the 

entryway of the church. The candles typically burn for one week.

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org


Altar Flowers 
For the week of November 3rd 
In Memory of ♱Robert Hagerman 

Sponsored by  
The Robert Hagerman 

Family
Area News

Jericho March join Ann Arbor 40 
Days for Life in the final lap of their 
pro-l i fe March today, Sunday, 
November 3rd at 2:00 pm. Begins at 
P l a n n e d P a r e n t h o o d , 3 1 0 0 
Professional Dr., Ann Arbor MI  
Come and See discernment retreat 
with the Adrian Dominican  Sisters 
November 8-10th. Register online at 
https://tinyurl.com/ADSDiscern or 
contact Sr. Tarianne 517-920-1395 for 
more information. 
Holiday Heaven Arts and Crafts 
Show at St. Martha Parish, 1100 W. 
Grand River, Okemos MI 48864 
Saturday, November 16th 9:00 
am-4:00 pm in the Parish Hall. 

Healing after Abortion a Rachel’s 
Vineyard Retreat in Ann Arbor 
November 22-24th. Contact Beth 
Bauer for more info 734-879-0427 or 
toheal4give@outlook.com 
Recovering Origins – Healing 
Retreat for Adult Children of Divorce 
at the St. Francis Retreat Center, 
DeWitt November 22 – 24th. Contact 
the Office of Marriage and Family Life 
at 517-342-2440. 
Mission: Critical a married couples 
weekend at St. Francis Retreat 
Center in DeWitt December 6-8th. 
Call 517-669-8321 or visit stfrancis.ws 
to register.

Coffee Hour  
Sunday, November 10th  

following each Mass 
Sponsored by : 
Religious Ed Students

Parish Family Birthdays 
Nov 5	 Zipporah Schiel
..............
Nov 5	 Bruce Sommers 
............
Nov 6	 Matthew Brothers
............
Nov 6	 Susan Tervo
............
Nov 7	 Aidan Doyle
..............
Nov 9	 Dianna Roberts
............
Nov 10	 Matthew Burch..........

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, October 20, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes  $3,748.00 ............
Loose Cash & Checks $115.62 .......
Welcome Envelopes $33.33 ..........
All Soul’s Day $20.00 ...................
All Saint’s Day $20.00 ..................
E-Giving $541.61 ...........................

⏤ 
Weekly toward budget $4,478.56 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. BELOW goal $821.44 ...........

⏤ 
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Building & Maintenance… $50.00 .
World Mission Sunday $455.00 ......
Poor Box $15.25 ...........................
Votive Candles $71.00..................

Please Pray for: 
Matt Beals 

Duane Beuerle 
Burkina-Faso 

(ongoing terrorism) 

Maxine Delaschmit 
Ray Gavin 

Charles and Mary 
Gaylord 

Mike Gibbons 

Amanda Huber 
Carl Kemner 
Tom Kladzyk 
Wilma Lentz 
Larry McGee 

Babette Medlock 
Patrick Muldoon 
Ron Punches 

Émilienne Ramdé 
Sarah Reyes 

Paula Saft 
Thomas Strong 
Bruce Sommers 

Eddie Walz 
Sharon Warren 

Gary Zubok 

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. INT: For all the deceased 
members of St. Mary’s Parish 

Family
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Parish News
Wild Goose 

Don’t forget to attend Wild Goose in the 
Fr. Fisher Hall on Tuesdays 6:00-7:30 pm 
to learn more about the Holy Spirit. 

Intercessory Prayer Group 
A group is meeting every Monday in the 
Fr. Fisher Hall at 11:30 am for prayers of 
thanksgiving and petition. Please join us 
to thank God for our blessings and to 
pray for our priests, bishops, the Pope, 
vocations to the priesthood, our country, 
and an end to abortion. 

Cemetery Decorations 
Please wait until November 15th to 
begin decorating graves in the cemetery. 
Fall Clean-up will be complete at this 
date. 

Manpower is Needed 
A work group is forming to replace the 
ceiling tiles at the Parish Center. Please 
contact Bud Ball (734-323-0553) if you 
are willing to help. 

Wreath Sale 
The Altar Society will be selling 
Christmas wreaths, centerpieces, grave 
blankets and grave pillows. An order 
form is included in this bulletin. Order 
deadline is Nov. 17th. Also, ladies will 
be receiving the annual Holiday Letter 
that will include raffle tickets and 
information about the Bake Sale. This is 

one of the few fundraisers that the Altar 
Society has, enabling them to provide 
much-needed items for our parish. 

Pie Pick-Up 
Pies ordered from the Apple Pie 
Fundraiser will be ready for pick-up on 
Saturday, November 23rd from 
9:00-11:00 am at the Parish Center. 

Bus Trip Update 
Tickets for the bus trip to “Glory of 
Christmas, A Christmas Extravaganza” at 
Northridge Church Saturday, December 
14th at 1:00pm are now sold out. If you 
are still interested, you may purchase the 
two leftover tickets from a parishioner 
who is no longer able to go. Please 
contact the Parish Office. 

Sign of the Cross 
The Knights of Columbus continue to 
offer simple white crosses for sale at the 
Flower Garden. Each cross is $5 and will 
be a simple beacon of faith to all who 
pass your yard. This is a simple way to be 
a missionary without leaving home.

Amazing Greys 
The next meeting is after 

12:10 pm Mass  
Monday, November 11th 
Please join us for a potluck lunch.

mailto:toheal4give@outlook.com
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